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LEGISLATIVE RECORD - HOUSE, OCTOBER 10, 1979 

HOUSE 

Wednesday, October 10, 1979 
This being the day designated in the Procla­

mation of the Governor for the meeting of the 
One Hundred and Ninth Legislature in extra 
session, the members of the House of Repre­
sentatives assembled in their hall at ten 
o'clock in the morning and were called to order 
by the Speaker. 

Prayer by the Reverend Stephen Holmes of 
the Winthrop Congregational United Church of 
Christ. 

Rev. HOLMES: Let us pray. Almighty God, 
we ask that you search the depths of our hearts 
in such a way that the deliberations of this day 
are true to the directions and inclinations of 
your will. 

You have made us in your image as a gifted 
servant. With our gifts let us create the condi­
tions which serve the needs of your people as 
best we possibly can. You have made us a 
people of faith; we shall not let fear stir our 
hearts. 

Let us now go about our tast with open minds 
and steadfast assumptions, trusting in the 
guidance of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The members stood at attention during the 
playing of the National Anthem by the Hall­
Dale High School Band of Farmingdale. 

A roll call was taken. 138 members answered 
to their names and accordingly a quorum was 
found to be present. 

Those who were absent were: Messrs. Del­
lert, Howe, Immonen, Laffin, MacEachern, 
McPherson, Mrs. Payne, Rolde, Roope, Soulas, 
Vose, Whittemore. 

---
On motion of Mr. Garsoe of Cumberland, it 

was 
ORDERED, that a message be conveyed to 

the Senate that a quorum of the House of Rep­
resentatives is present for the consideration of 
such business as may come before the House. 

Thereupon, Mrs. Mitchell of Vassalboro was 
appointed to convey the message and subse­
quently reported that she had performed the 
duty assigned her. 

---
The SPEAKER: The Chair is pleased to rec­

ognize the Consul General of Japan and his wife 
in the balcony, Shutaro Takahashi. Could he 
please stand to accept the greetings of the 
Maine House. (Applause, the members rising) 

He is visiting the State of Maine and Gover­
nor Brennan and has already met with the Gov­
ernor. We are very pleased that he was able to 
join us this morning. 

---
On motion of Mr. Tierney of Lisbon Falls, it 

was 
ORDERED, that a Committee of seven be 

appointed to wait upon His Excellency, the 
Governor, and inform him that a quorum of the 
House of Representatives is assembled in the 
Hall of the House for the consideration of such 
business as may come before the House. 

The Cbair appointed the following members: 
Mr. BRANNIGAN of Portland 
Mrs. CURTIS of Milbridge 
Mr. ELIAS of Madison 
Mr. DOW of West Gardiner 
Mr. HANSON of Kennebunkport 
Mrs. HUBER of Falmouth 
Mrs. HUTCHINGS of Lincolnville 
Subsequently, Mr. Brannigan for the Com-

mittee re~rted that it had attended to the duty 
to which It was assigned. 

At this point, a message was received from 
the Senate, borne by Senator Pierce of Kenne­
bec, informing the House that a quorum was 
present and that the Senate was ready to trans­
act such business as might properly come 
before it. 

Messages and Documents 
The following Proclamation: 

State of Maine 
PROCLAMATION 
By the Governor 

WHEREAS, there exists in the State of 
Maine an extraordinary occasion whereby 
Maine citizens are faced with the prospects of 
sharply increased prices and possibly inade­
quate supplies of the petroleum products essen­
tial to beat most homes durillg the coming 
winter; 8Dd 

WHEREAS, adeouate home beating is a nec­
essary part of SIie)ter and the lack of home 
heating poses a genuine and immediate threat 
to life, health and safety; and 

WHEREAS, many Maine citizens, particu­
larly the elderly and other low-income citizens, 
will need to help to meet the anticipated high 
cost of fuel during the coming winter; and 

WHEREAS, the Project Fuel Task Force 
drafted a proposal to provide such assistance, 
to relieve the hardships caused by higher 
prices and to encourage energy conservation 
which has received lelislative consideration 
but which requires further deliberations; and 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for the Leg­
islature to act in a timely fashion on this pr&­
posal; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Joseph E. Brennan, 
Governor of the State of Maine, by virtue of the 
constitutiooal power vested in me as Governor, 
convene the Legislature of this State, hereby 
requesting the Senators and Representatives to 
assemble in their respective chambers at the 
Capitol at Augusta on Wednesday, the Tenth 
Day of October, 1979, at ten o'clock· in the 
morning, in order to receive communications 
and enact an emergency fuel assistance plan. 

Given at the Office of the Governor at Augus­
ta, and sealed with the Great Seal of the State 
of Maine, this Fifth day of October in the Year 
of Our Lord Nineteen Hundred and Seventy­
nine. 

S/JOSEPH E. BRENNAN 
By the Governor 
S/LINWOOD F. ROSS 
Deputy Secretary of State 

A true copy 
Attest: S/JAMES S. HENDERSON 

Deputy Secretary of State 
The Communication was read and ordered 

placed on file. 

At this point, a message was received from 
the Senate, borne by Senator Conley of Cum­
berland of that body, proposi~Joint Conven­
tion of both branches of the . Iature to be 
held at 10:30 a.m. in the Hall 0 the House for 
the purpose of extending to His Excellency, 
Governor Joseph E. Brennan, an invitation to 
attend the convention and to make such com­
munication as he may be pleased to make. 

Thereupon, the House voled to concur in the 
proposal for a Joint Convention and the Cbair 
appointed Mr. Garsoe of Cumberland to convey 
a meSSllle to the Senate to that effect. 

Mr. Garsoe subsequently reported that he 
had delivered the messa«e with which he was 
charged. 

The follOwing paper appeariDl on Supple­
ment No. 1 was taken up out of order by unan­
imous consent: 

From the Senate: The following Joint Order 
(S. P. 661) 

ORDERED, the House concurring, that 
three hundred and twenty-five copies of the 
Legislative Record for this Special Session be 
printed, one copy for each of the members of 
the Senate, House of Representatives, the Sec­
retary of the Senate and Clerk of the House, 
and the remainder to be deposited with the 
State Law Librarian for exchange 8Dd library 
use; and be it further 

ORDERED, that suitable index be prepared 
for such Legislative Record under the direction 
of the Director of Legislative .Research. 

Came from the Senate read and passed. 
In the House, the Order was read and passed 

in concurrence. 

At this point, the Senate entered the Hall of 
the House and a Joint Convention was formed. 

III CeaveadoD 
The President of the Senate, Joseph Sewall, 

in the Chair. 

On motion of Senator Huber of Cumberland, 
it was 

ORDERED, that a Committee be appointed 
to wait upon The Honorable Joseph E. Bren­
nan, Governor, and to inform him that the two 
branches of the Legislature are in Convention 
assembled in the Hall of the House of Repre­
sentatives, and extend to him an invitation to 
attend the Convention and present such com­
munication as he may be pleased to make. 

The Chairman appointed: 
Senators: 

HUBER of Cumberland 
PERKINS of Hancock 
NAJARIAN of Cumberland 

Representatives: 
PEARSON of Old Town 
JALBERT of Lewiston 
CARTER of Winslow 
KELLEHER of Bangor 
CHONKO of Topsham 
DIAMOND of Windham 
MORTON of Farmington 
mGGINS of Scarborough 
BOUDREAU of Waterville 
SMITH of Mars Hill 

Senator Huber, for the Committee, subse­
quently reported that the Committee had at­
tended to the duty assigned to it, and the 
Governor was pleased to say that he would 
forthwith attend the Convention. 

Whereupon, Governor Joseph E. Brennan en­
tered the Convention Hall amid prolongeri ap­
plause, the audience rising. 

The Governor then addressed the Convention 
as follows: 

Mr. President" Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gen­
tlemen of this "oint Convention: 

My remarb this morning will be brief. There 
is no reason for me to el8borate at lengt\ on 
why we are here. 

Last week. we asked you to come bact into 
session because we expected you would have 
the opportunity to vote on some much needed 
energy assistance legislation. 

It was the consensus of opinion then that no 
bill should go to the Door until we bad had an 
~portunity to see if we could work out a posi­
bon on which aD could agree. 

But I want fOU all to know your presence 
here, by standing by, was a powerful impetus 
to the conduct of those discussions. 

I want ~u to know, too, that I appreciate the 
inconvemence to many, and hardship to some 
of you, that convening again now means. 

But, again, your presence is indispensable to 
any hope for constructive action. 

Little has changed since last week. Winter is 
still coming. YesIerday's snow was a stark re­
minder of what is to come. 

There are thousands of elderly men and 
women, and thousands of children from the 
neediest homes in the State, who still loot at us 
for assistance. 

We are still the only hope they have for 
me~ul, perbaps life sustaininK. help. 

We still anticipate the average tilel bilI will 
be about $330 a household, 60 percent more than 
last year. 

And the news this week warns of further 
price increases from the OPEC nations. 

Our rellPODllibillties remain the same. 
The bilf I bave sent up today represents a 

good faith effort to achieve a compromise, be­
tween objectiona raised by some of you over 
the level of fundiIw. 8Dd our obligation to pr&­
vide an adequate level of assistance. 



2 LEGISLATIVE RECORD - HOUSE, OCTOBER 10, 1979 

I started at $6.2 million, with ceilings of $250 
and $125 per household, even recognizing an 
overall per family increase of $330. 

My plan began with limits because of both re­
straints on our resources, and our recognition 
that paying less than the full increase would en­
courage conservation. 

I have listened to your obJections. I believe 
that the concerns some of you raised were le­
gitimate and reasonable. 

State revenues did drop below estimates 
during July and August. 

And so, I acted to address these concerns by 
reducing both the maximum allotment, and the 
overall appropriation in this revised bill. 

But, I am pleased to be able to announce this 
morning that our revised preliminary esti­
mates show that September revenues are 
ahead of expectations. In fact, while the final 
figures aren't ready yet, it appears that Sep­
tember revenues will exceed estimates by 
more than $2.5 million. 

This puts revenues for September 5.4 percent 
above estimates for the month. 

It dramatically improves our financial pic­
ture for the first quarter of the fiscal year. 

It should resolve any ling~ doubts about 
the State's ability to pay for this rrogram. 

To those who object, and say tha this can be 
done through our General Assistance Program, 
I say that many of our elderly won't ask for 
general assitance. 

To many of them. that program has the same 
demeaning connotations that it has to many of 
you. 

A p'rogram specifically geared to the elderly 
won t be the same as welfare to many of them, 
and they will be more likely to ask for the help 
we make available. 

To those who object that we have not man­
dated that the program be administered by 
local communities, I say that our plan gives 
communities the option of administering it, but 
recognizes that many cities and towns are not 
prepared for that kind of undertaking. 

And again, it would be shortsighted not to 
pass this assistance. 

We will lose federal matching dollars that 
would be available to us, and we will end up 
spending more State dollars to buy the same 
amount of oil. 

Today will be a very telling day in the history 
of the l09th Legislature. For, either this Legis­
lature will meet the urgent and real needS of 
those citizens who need help, or this Legis­
lature will go on record as having turned its 
collective back on older men and women, and 
our neediest children, and thousands of other 
people, who happen to be poor. 

In the absence of clear leadership from 
Washington, this Administration has tried to 
act. 

I have done what I can. Now you must keep 
faith with your obligations. 

This is a nation that bails out billion dollar 
corporations like Boeing. This is a nation that 
has tolerated a tax system which has allowed 
some of our wealthiest citizens to pay no taxes. 

These are government subsidies for those 
who are strong and can stand alone. 

Here, we are asking for help for many of 
those who/cannot stand alone. 

Several weeks ago, in meetings with your 
leadership, I asked that consideration of any 
emergency aid plan be conducted in an ecu­
menical spirit, because the needs to be met 
were to important to be defeated by partisan 
consideration. 

If we fail to enact this bill for partisan politi­
cal reasons, there will be no victories for either 
party. 

But there will be defeats. And they will be 
felt by those who go cold this winter. 

I hope we won'net that happen. 
The concept of the bill already has the sup­

port of both parties. 
The money is there. 
Let us demonstrate, by our action, that we 

care. 
As you vote today, remember the leallt pow­

erful, the least InOuential, the most wlnerable, 
of our fellow citllen •. 

The people of Maine wlll have to live with our 
decillions. And we will have to live with our 
consciences. 

At the conclusion of the Governor's address, 
he withdrew amid applause, the audience 
rising. 

The purpose for which the Convention was 
assembled having been accomplished, the 
Chairman declared the same dissolved and the 
Senate retired to its Chambers, amid applause 
of the House, the members rising. 

III tile Boase 
The House was called to order by the Speak­

er. 

(Off Record Remarks) 

Petid .. , BiIII ucI Resolves 
I\eQuIrIq Refereaee 

Bill .. An Act Providing Funds for Emergen­
cy Home Heating Assistance for Certain Elder­
ly and Low-Income Households and for the 
Winterization, Citizens' Assistance and Hous­
ing Rehabilitation Technician Programs and 
Correct~ an Error in the Energy Inventory 
Reporting' (H. P. 1589) (L. D. 1891) (Pre­
sented by Mr. Martin of Eagle Lake) (Cospon­
sors: Mr. Pearson of Old Town, Mr. Carter of 
Winslow, Mr. McMahon of Kennebunk) 

Under suspension of the rules, and without 
reference to any committee, the Bill was read 
twice. 

Mrs. Lewis of Auburn offered House Amend­
ment "B" and moved its adoption. 

House Amendment "B" (H-740) was read by 
the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recopizes the 
gentlewoman from Auburn, Mrs. Lewis. 

Mrs. LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gen­
tlemen of the House: If you will adopt House 
Amendment "B", $2 million will be distributed 
among all the communities of the state accord­
ing to population, that money to be used in the 
general assistanCe programs that the commu­
nities have. 

Presently, every community In our state has 
a general assistance program, so not one penny 
of this would have to be used for admiDistra­
tion. And if you will look at the Governor's pro­
posal, you will notice that there is almost 
$200,000 to be used for administration. That 
would heat quite a few homes in this state. 

I listened to the Governor carefully this 
moming, and I am pleased that we have such a 
compassionate person as our Governor. How­
ever, I would have to take issue with him or 
anyone else who would think that because a 
person doesn't want to set up a bureaucracy, 
that that person is necessarily against helping 
poor people. 

I am very much in favor of helping poor 
eeoPle, but I want to help those who really Deed 
It and help them on the local level. There isn't 
anyone who knows the need of a comm:t!l 
better than the local people, and I don't 
there is one person in this state who is 80ing to 
go hungry or freeze this winter unless it hap­
pens to be tbat person's cholce, because every 
one of us is lOiOl to be sure that we help our 
neighbor. 

In the Governor's speech the other day, he 
spoke particularly to tiiat, to helping our neigh­
bors, and that is something that many people 
are famous for. 1bere is no question that our 
neilbbors will be hel~. However, I do feel 
thaI the general assistance in the towns is 
go~ to have to be heavily drained, so it is es­
sential that we send a few extra dollars to 
every community to help them. 

A side effect of this proposal would be to hold 
down property taxes, because if the ,eneral as-

slstance does have lurther drain on It, then it 
means that the only way the towns can make up 
that extra money Is by property taxes. 

I would urge you to consider this amend­
ment. I honestly feel it i. the best way to go. If, 
in January, we find that our people need more 
help than this gives them, we can address it. 

The winterization program, I think, is fine, 
but I think that is an entirely different issue 
and I feel that that can be adClressed properly 
when we have time enough to really consider it 
in January. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I would urge you to 
vote for this amendment. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
,entleman from Lisbon Falls, Mr. Tierney. 

Mr. TIERNEY: Mr. Speaker, I move the In­
definite postponement of House Amendment 
"B" and request to speak to my motion. 

The SPEAKER: The gentleman from Lisbon 
Falls, Mr. Tierney, moves that HOllIe Amend­
ment "B" be indefinitely postponed. 

The gentleman may proceed. 
Mr. TIERNEY: Mr. Speaker, Men and 

Women of the House: While I am sure the gen­
tlewoman from Auburn and her bipartisan sup­
porters on this bill have offered this in all good 
faith, I feel that it has four essential elements 
which merit all of us to vote for its indefinite 
postponement. The four problems are fairly 
clear. 

The first is that this general assistance pro­
gram would result in 487 different energy pro­
grams arOlmd the state - each town would be 
allowed to use its own standards for giving it, 
and I think that that type of inefficiency penal­
izes people lDljUStly with state doUars, depend­
ing simply on where they live. 

Number two, the problem is that this is not a 
fuel program at all; it is a general assistance 
program. As you know, general assistance can 
be used for a wide variety of things aDd many 
of the things are not related to fuel. 

Number three, and peI'haps worse, is that 
this approach benefits those individuals who 
are most adept at manipulatiq our current 
welfare system. Those individualS who p-esent 
themselves on the selectman's doorstep every 
Monday morning with a whole list of com­
plaints and problems will get this money. 
'l'bose senior citizells who have dignity and do 
not wish to 80 down to the town to ~ aid in a 
very public and often times humiliating fasbion 
will never get this ald, and the money which 
Mrs. Lewis wishes to get to them will not, in 
fact, be received. 

Lastly, ladies and gentlemen, it discrimi­
nates terribly between the towns since the dis­
tribution is based primarily, as a matter of fact 
exclusively on population and there is no indi­
cation of income. 'Ibis proposal, then, essenti­
ally helps the people in Cape Elizabeth to the 
same extent as the people in Durham or in 
Cutler or in some of our less wealthy commu­
nities. 

This is obviously discriminatory; it makes 
very little sense. In a sense, it is a form of J.en­
eral revenue sharing back to the commumties 
which should not be supported at this time. 

While I certainly value the gentlelady's 
honest commitment to the proposition, I feel it 
should not receive our support and I urge you to 
vote with me in favor of indefinite postpone­
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, I request a division. 
The SPEAKER: The Chair . es the 

gentleman from Cwnberland, ~rsoe. 
Mr. GARSOE: Mr. Speaker, LadiesandGen­

tleman of the House: As another proponent of 
local involvement in matters of this kind, and 
having put out a.E::ram in August directed 
somewhat along lines, I am going to sup­
port the motion for indefinite postponement. 

This bill just hasn't been worked out to the 
t:1~: where it would be an Ce vebicle. I 

. the gentleman from Falls, my 
friend Mr. Tierney, has made a good case ag­
ainst it. 
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But, r want to commend the gentle lady from 
Auburn for having introduced this measure be­
cause it gives the opposite point of view from 
that that we have been hearing from the Gover­
nor. 

Now, the Governor keeps referring to "this 
bill, this bill, this bill" as being the only device 
by which we can oppress the problems which 
our people face this winter. 

It should be perfectly obvious, and I think 
Representative Lewis has made it perfectly ob­
vious, that there are many ways to approach 
the problem that we face. You are going to be 
faced today with the opporttmity to support 
more than just this bill. 

I hope we can send this quietly on its way. 
And if I may be allowed to ~ss, Mr. Speak­
er, I hope I am not out of order, I am telling my 
people that we don't intend to caucus untn we 
have disposed of this matter. Frankly, a caucus 
would be a chance for some breast feeding and 
some pleasures to mire ourselves in cement, 
and I don't think that would be worthwhile. I 
am hoping that we can dispose of the bill before 
us, get it out to any other body that might wish 
to deal with it. I have been assured that there 
will be an opportunity to caucus at an appropri­
ate time. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recoe' es the 
gentleman from Harrison, Mr. Le' ton. 

Mr. LEIGHTON: Mr. Speaker, dies and 
Gentlemen of the House: Before I forget, I 
would like to request a roll call. 

It is going to be a hard, cold winter. Up 
where I come from in Harrison, even the 
people who don't intend to pay are thinking 
twice about buying this coming winter. 

r had said originally in our Republican 
caucus that I was fling to oppose both plans. 
However, in a spint of compromise, I would 
like to say at this time that I can now support 
the plan that has been put forth by my ROod 
friend Representative Lewis of Auburn. r can 
support her plan because it will create no new 
bureaucracy. All the money is going to go to 
the needy. There will be no federal guidelines 
to the program that allows other transfer of 
payments to be left out in computing income as 
we have had in so many of these other pro­
grams which allow u~r middle class people, 
in my opinion, oftentunes to go on the dole 
without need. 

Her program would be administered by local 
elected officials, and I don't really see how 
anybody can argue with that. It seems to me 
that when we do, we argue against democracy. 
The overseers of the poor are municipal offi­
cers. 

I think in a large sense, this special session 
could be called the Autumn harvest of 1979. It 
seems to me that we are harvestinJf the fruits 
of years of government intervention in our 
economy. The fruits of that harvest, it seems to 
me, consist of shortages, low productivity, a 
debauched currency, a raging inflation that 
sucks the life blood from those on fixed in­
comes, particularly our elderly and our poor. 

Pine Tree Legal and others like them have 
said that our elderly and our poor are suffering 
from the high cost of energy; I agree. But 
wasn't it just a short time ago that these same 
people were telling us that our elderly and our 
poor were suffering from the high cost of food? 
I agree with that. Thus was born OlD' food 
stamp program with all its attendant bu­
reaucracyand abuse. 

It was just a sbort time ago that they were 
telling us that our elderly and our poor were 
suffering from the high cost of hous~, and 
that was true. Thus was born the mynad of 
mortgage and rent subsidy programs with all 
its attendant bureaucracy and its attendant 
abuse. 

But if you will notice, friends, as we have ap­
plied the bandaids of subsidy w these kinds of 
economic problems, the economic plight of our 
elderly and OlD' poor hasn't gotten better; it is 
getting worse. 

These p,rograms, each one of them, are 
riddled With abuse, but even if that weren't so, 
these programs still wouldn't work because, 
you see, our elderly and our poor don't sUffer 
per se from increases in energy or increases in 
the price of food or increases in the price of 
housing. These people are suffering from the 
age old malady of old fashion inflation. You 
see, their dollars have been robbed of their pur­
chasing power. Dollars that they put into pro­
grams like sodal security, the Maine State 
Retirement system, savings bonds, pensions, 
or, for that matter, in a mattress, WHO they 
get them back, they are not the dollars that 
they put in. 

Take the instance of savings bonds. What do 
they pay - 5 or 6 percent - who cares, what 
difference does it make? Whatever was put 
away in III-whenever in savings bonds is now 
being eaten away by an inflation that rages at 
some 15 or 16 percent, depending on whose fig­
ures ~u use. 

I think it is pretty much axiomatic, I think we 
all know that when we increase a subsidy or in­
crease payments to the people on social securi­
ty or on AFDC, or any other sort of an increase, 
I think everyone knows, the man on the street 
knows, it is predictable, it is axiomatic that 
this cost of living is going to increase by a 
greater increment than the benefit received. 

You see, and I don't doubt but what the Gov­
ernor's programs - I shouldn't say that - the 
programs of the Democrat party and the pro­
grams of the Republican party will result in the 
same end. The benefit received will be less 
than the inflation created by this deficit fi­
nance, federal dollars in the program. 

There is a lot of demagoguery about infla­
tion, and I for one am sick of it. When there is 
not enough economic literacy in the land it is a 
small wonder. Economics is known as the 
dlsmal science. When I went to school In the fifo 
ties, everyone wanted to be a school teacher or 
an eDlineel'. It seemed to me in the sinles and 
seven lies that everyone wanted to be a storef­
ront lawyer or a social worker. No one studles 
economics in olD' elementary schools, It is not 
taught in our bigh schoois. As far as I kn~OW the 
only people in the world that know ng 
about economics are those people who s udied 
it in college, a very few tliouSand out of our 
some 200 million people. 

Webster's definition of infIatiOll is quite 
clear. While I don't have it committed to 
memory, I have got it right here. If you will 
bear with me - Webster's New Collegiate Dic­
tionary defines inflation as "a disproportionate 
and relatively sharp and sudden increase in the 
quantity of money or credit or both relative to 
goods available for purchase. Inflation always 
produces a rise in the price level." 

InfIatiOll is not new. It helped bring down the 
Roman Empire; it almost sabotaged the Amer­
ican Revolutioo. I think you all must remem­
ber in TOlD' history class saying "it is not worth 
a continental." In most of the world now they 
are saying "it is not worth a dollar." 

InfIatiOll opened the door for Napoleon in 
France; it gave Germany Adolpb Hitler - dif­
ferent times, different places, different people, 
but comment in each situation was that each 
government was devaluating its currency. 

When our federal government nms a deficit, 
they, in effect, print new money to finance this 
deficit. The end result is an increase in the ex­
isting money supply and the whole money 
supply is devalued or watered down in just that 
instance. 

When we talk about oil - I have got a whole 
bunch of newspaper clippings here. When we 
talk about the increase m the price of oil, I 
think we ought to read our own newspapers be­
cause it is not just an increase in the price of 
oil, the problem of OPEC nations enlarged by it 
has been the decreasing value of the dollar 
abroad. This is the mlit of exchange in interna­
tional circles for wood. This has 'been a lal'le 
part of the increase in the price of wood. 

Defining inflation, inflation isn't caused by 
the increase in price of one commodity, be­
cause if you had a staple and constant mone>, 
supply, obviously the prices of other commodi­
ties would have to come down because there 
would be a staple supply of money and the net 
cost of living would be no higher. So, we see it 
is a federal problem and it is a legitimate ques­
tion. 

I don't want to take too much of yOlD' time -
what can we do about it here at the state level? 
Well, by gosh, we can tell it like it is. We can 
recotnize OlD' enemy, we can work to educate 
people, we can petition the ConIress to balance 
the budget. We are all political creatures, and 
as we talk to OlD' counte~rts in Congress, we 
can tell them that we don t approve of their ac­
tions. When we meet in committee and we are 
talkin« about federal funds, we can ask the le­
gitimate questions - were these ways to defi­
cit fiDlUlC1Dl? Are these dollars worth what 
they say they are? Will this help inflation or 
will this worsen it? 

Someone could buy the Governor a textbook 
on basic economics. 

I could 10 on, and I am sure most of you wish 
that I wouldn't, but I just want to say that the 
Governor said, when he called this session, that 
there was a problem and that he wasn't going 
to wait for .. federal solution. It seems to me 
that we cannot hear, and rather than acting 
like responsible state legislators, we try to be 
congressmen. We have pinpointed in on what 
federal monies are goinll to be available, what 
the feds are going to do, what the federal 
guidelines are going to do - I am tired of that. 

Why don't we 10 with Representive Lewis' 
amendment that says what the state is going to 
do with state dollars, state raised real dollars, 
that represent a real giving of our worldly 
goods to those who are really in n~. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
rentleman from Livermore Falls, Mr. Brown. 

Mr. BROWN: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gen­
tlemen of the House: We are gathering here 
today for a very solemn occasion, and that is to 
provide assistance to those who will truly be in 
need this wiater as they face a possible crisis 
situation. 

I think a majority of those of lIS gathered 
here today do not disagree that the Deed is 
there - it is there, it is imminent. The thing 
that we disagree on, however, is, how is it 
going to be implemented? 

Ladies and geDtlemen, we have a choice 
before us this morning and that choice is very 
clear. Do we continue to expand the bu­
reaucratic bunclinI with its attendant quota re­
quirements, eJigibUity guidelines and other 
incessant IlOIIIeII8I! that has become such an 
abused part of our society or do we pass a plan 
that will help those who are truly in need and 
do we develop a method through which we are 
enslD'ing the highest possible cost effectiveness 
of our monetary system? 

As most of you know, that can only be done 
by forsaking the "business as usual" method of 
providing assistance and sendiD¥ whatever 
funds that legislature may appropnate directly 
to the local officials, those who are in the best 
position to know the needs of their citizens. 

With respect to the comments made by the 
good gentleman from Lisbon Falls, Mr. Tier­
ney, he is suggesting that our local officials do 
not have the-aptitude to recognize these prob­
lems and deal with them effectively. I disagree 
with that entirely. 

I represent folD' relatively small towns, three 
of them very rural, and I can assure you that I 
think those towns have as their elected officials 
some of the finest people in the State of Maine. 
They are interested in this plan; this is the one 
that they think will work. 

The message regarding the choices before us 
from constituents is loud and clear. They want 
no part of the "business as usual" that has pe~ 
etrated OlD' society. They want to return the au­
thority to the local people where it belongs, and 
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the amendment before you will do just that. 
Governor Brennan, in his message to the 

State last Tuesday evening, said that for too 
long the people have looked to government to 
solve the problems of people. -Ue suggested 
that it is time people started looking after 
people. I enthusiastically concur. The message 
before you does just that. It is people sharing 
with those people who are less fortlDlate than 
us, and it is dOing so through a means which is 
directly responsive to the people with no ad­
ministrative costs and no middleman. Ladies 
and gentlemen, the choice is very. clear - we 
do nothing and go home or we pass the amend­
ment before us so that we can provide assis­
tance to those who are in need. 

I urge you to vote no on the indefinite post­
ponement question before you. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from Presque ISle, Mrs. Mac­
Bride. 

Mrs. MacBRIDE: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: I have received a 
good deal of input from my people. This week­
end, wherever I went everyone was talking to 
me. When I got home, there was a letter wait­
ing for me from a very nice, middle income 
family. They are very fine, compassionate 
people. They both work and they have children 
and the wife also talked to me on the phone as a 
followup. I wOuld/'ust like to share ibis letter 
with you because think it is a letter that does 
show how a lot of our middle income people are 
feeling. 

She says in part: "There are so many people 
eligible for food stamps, free lunches, free day 
care service for their children, low income 
housing, all sorts of college aid, and now aid for 
oil bills, also low interest rates in purchasing a 
home which is not available to our YOlDlg 
people. But these same young people and their 
parents are paying for all of these programs. 

"Please understand that we all have great 
compassion for the truly poor people, but we 
are fast creating another generation of young 
people who think the world, or rather the 
middle class, owes them everythi~ - and why 
not? Their parents have been getting all these 
handouts for a long time now. 

"We all work very hard and plan and save 
over the year for our children's future and their 
education, and also try to instill values. Then 
they look around and see their high school 
friends on AFDC, food stamps, low interest 
rates, free college educations, and now, heiDI 
out in the working world themselves, they fina 
they, too, are burdened, as we are, supporting 
the privileged poor. 

"Sorry to get this off to you, Mary, but being 
our voice in Augusta, you are our hope for a 
better tomorrow, or should I say one that is 
more fair." 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Enfield, Mr. Dudley. 

Mr. DUDLEY: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: l<'i.rst, I would like to 
commend the lady from Auburn, Mrs. Lewis, 
for this amendment. Although I don't agree 
with it in its entirety, I think it is an option open 
to us that we shouldn't close out. 

I am one of those who will only support some­
thing that would be taken care of on the loCal 
level, so I think something like this maybe 
should be kept open if we are to get anything 
out of Augusta, because I don't think there is 
going to be a two-thirds vote right this minute 
for any bill, not even this one. 

I accept this amendment as being a fair, 
honest effort to try to get something. I would 
want to change Section 1 some. I don't think it 
should be given just to general assistance, I 
think it should be given in some way to re­
imburse the towns on a percentage basis for 
what they spend for oil or fuel. In a lot of cases, 
it would be wood or other means of keeping 
warm, and I think this amendment could be 
amended in Section 1 to take care of it. 

We don't know just exactly how much money 

it would be at this time, but we could ,ive the 
towns back a percentage of what they had to 
give out for oil, each town. Some towns would 
have very little and others - I kind of looked 
over my towns that I represent and some of 
them feel as thoUlh they would have one or 
two, and one town thought probably they would 
have as many as 10 people that would have to 
have oil, those that should have it, would qual­
ify and so forth. It will vary from town to town, 
that I IDlderstand, so I think we should use 
some means of percentage, say maybe 70 per­
cent of what the towns had to spend for these 
people that didn't have heat. 

Without this amendment, I don't see any­
thing else before me that I could vote for. How­
ever, I could support this amendment as 
amended. 

The SPEAKER: Mr. Leighton of Harrison 
has requested a roll call vote. For the Chair to 
order a roD call, it must have the expressed 
desire of ooe-fifth of the members present and 
voting. All those desiring a roll call vote will 
vote yes; those opposed will vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken, and more 
than one-fifth of the members present having 
expressed a desire for a roll call, a roll call was 
ordered. . 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Lisbon Falls, Mr. Tierney. 

Mr. TIERNEY: Mr. Speaker, just to clarify 
what you are votinl on, if you are in favor of 
the positlon which I have presented you with, 
you will be votinl yes; if you are in favor of 
Mrs. Lewis' positlon, you will be voting DO. 

The SPEAKER: The pending question is on 
the motlon of the gentleman from Lisbon Falls, 
Mr. Tierney, that House Amendment "B" be 
lndefinite~poned. All those in favor will 
vote yes; Opposed will vote no. 

llOLL CALL 
YEA - Bachrach, Baker, Barry, Beaulieu, 

Benoit, Blodgett, Boudreau, Bowden, Branni­
gan, Brenerman, Brodeur, Brown, K. C.; Car­
rier, Carroll, Carter, D.; Chonko, Churchill, 
Cloutier, Coanolly, Cox, Davies, Diamond, 
Dow, Dutremble, D. L.; Dutremble, L. A.; 
Elias, Fowlie, Garsoe, Gillis, Gowen, Gwa­
dowsky, Hall, Hickey, Hobbins, Huber, 
Hughes, Jacques, E.; Joyce, Kane, Kany, Kel­
leher, laPlante, Locke, Lund, Mahany, 
Martin, A.; Masterton, Maxwell, McHenry, 
McKean, McMahon, McSweeney; Michael, 
Mitchell, Morton, Nadeau, Nelson, M.; Nelson, 
N.; Norris, Paradis, Paul, Pearson, Post, 
Reeves, P.; Smith, Strout, Tarbell, Theriault, 
Tierney, Tuttle, Violette, Wood, Wyman, The 
Speaker. 

NAY - Aloupis, Austin, Berube, Birt, Bor­
deaux, Brown, A.; Brown, D.; Brown, K. L.; 
Bunker, Call, Carter, F.; Conary, Cunninlbam, 
Curtis, Damren, Davis, Dexter, Doukas, 
Drinkwater, Dudley, Fenlason, Fillmore, 
Gavet~, Gould, Gray, Hanson, Hiuins, HlDlter, 
Hutchings, Jackson, Jacques, P-:-; Kiesman, 
Lancaster, Leilhton, Leonard, Lewis, Lougee, 
Lowe, MacBricle, Marshall, Masterman, Mat­
thews, Nelson, A.; Peltier, Peterson, Prescott, 
Reeves, J.; Rollins, Sewall, Sherburne, Silsby, 
Small, Sprowl, Stetson, Stover, Studley, 
Torrey, Torzier, Twitchell, Vincent, Went­
worth. 

ABSENT - Berry, Dellert, Howe, Immonen, 
Jalbert, Laffin, MacEachern, McPherson, 
Payne, Rolde, Roope, Simon, Soulas, Vose, 
Whittemore. 

Yes, 74; No, 61; Absent, 15. 
The SPEAKER: Seventy-four having voted 

in the affirmative and sixty-one in the neg­
ative, with fifteen being absent, the motion 
does prevail. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Farmington, Mr. Morton. 

Mr. MORTON: Mr. Speaker, Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the House: This vote that we 
have before us is going to be on ~oument, 
and I would ask, Mr. S"peaker, that It be a ron 
call. 

We heard the Chief Executive of the State of 
Maine address us this mornin, In the area of 
this bUI. He ,ave us a very excellent speech, 
compassion, and certainly we know that the 
Governor does not lack in sympathy for those 
who are in need. And I think it is fair to say that 
there are very few, if any, people in either 
branch of this legislature who lack in that sym­
pathy. 

I am here this mOrning to merely put the 
whole picture in context so that we will all UD­
derstand where we are. 

When this F,ogram was first presented in the 
earlier Special session at the $6 million level, 
we went through the normal process and put it 
before the Appropriations Coinmittee. The Ap­
propriations Committee, theoretically at least, 
and I think from a practical nature, attempts to 
have as much up-to-date financial information 
as it possibly can. And I am here stating to you 
now that in my opinion, no matter what level of 
flDlding is attributed to this fuel p'rocess, that 
we are appropriating from a defiClt, a potential 
deficit perhaps, ·but certainly I will leave it up 
to you to determine that level of potentiality. 

Why do I say this? I think it is a fair question 
that everyone should ask. You have a right to 
know what I consider to be the facts. 

The Governor, this morning, pointed out that 
the financial situation with respect to revenues 
is in a state of fiux, and I completelr. agree with 
him. In the Appropriations Cormmttee, it was 
pretty much the pneral agreement that we do 
not in al!f way attempt to make changes in rev­
enue estimates. Therefore, starting with the 
figures that we used at the last session of the 
legislature to set up the budget, I want to make 
it crystal clear that the figures you are about to 
hear are based 011 the revenue estimates of the 
Executive that were used when we considered 
the budget and developed the appropriations 
bills. 

Here are the facts; they are incontrovertible. 
If there is any chance for opinion, I will indi­
cate it. 

When we ended the year on JlBle 30, we bad a 
surplus of $18.9 million. SiDce that time, this 
lel1s1ature has adopted a first-year payment 
for the retirement system from the General 
Fund, $6.6 million, which has now been signed 
by the Governor and is law. That brings the 
$18.9 million down to $11.3 millioo. 

It is a fact that there is no provision in the 
biennial budget for the second-year fIDldin« for 
Indian education; approximately a $2 miIliOll 
figure. 

We have appropriated $31.5 million of federal 
revenue shanng money. It is a fact that pres­
ently that money is coming in approxiDlately 
$'100,000 a quarter short of what IS anticipated 
to reach $31.5 million. The net result of that is 
in the first year a shortage in revenue sharing 
of approximately $1.5 million, but that can be 
almost all made up by dollars that were left 
over from last year's reVellue sharing, so that 
is a break-even. With thole same figures, quar­
terly shorta,es translate through almost a $3 
millioo shortage in the second year of the bien­
nium - that is $5 million. 

Incidentally, as an aside, I hope you all some­
time find out that the reason for that shortage 
in revenue sharing in great part traces b!lck to 
the elimination of the lDliform property tax as 
a state tax. 

It is an incontrovertible fact that the second 
year of teacher retirement is still before us, 
and buying corrections by the select committee 
and the actuary that they choose, based on our 
l!'"esent acturial rlg1lrell, that is still $6.4 mil­
lion. 

The next incontrovertible fact is that the col­
lective bargaining agreement for state em­
ployees enils on JlDle 30, 1980. I question 
whether this lelislature win be faced with a 
zero figure in that area. The best estimates 
that I can pve are $18,4 million for these short­
ages, and that is more than $12.3. So it looks to 
me personally, and this is only my personal 



LEGISLATIVE RECORD - HOUSE, OCTOBER 10, 1979 5 

opinion, you can take it for what it is worth, 
that we are looking at a deficit. 

We have been advised in the Appr?Fiations 
Committee that there are certain things that 
probably will bave to be recommeOOed as 
emergencies to be taken from these same 
funds for this years biennium in the area of ad­
ditiooal general assistance, additional nursing 
home and boardin« home IIlOney, and addition­
al dollars for the Iuel in state buildings, total­
ing about $2.5 million. These figures are given 
to us by responsible department people. 

I think the fact that no matter what size bill 
we operate on here today, ladies and gen­
tlemen, we aff~ talking about appropriating 
from a deficit. 

Wben we started out with this, the Appropri­
ations Committee's sentiment was to provide 
help for the elderly. This was initially seen as 
an accepted thing to do and it followed the first 
line of the chart which we have all been loolting 
at from the first day of this as far as the Gover­
nor's program was concerned, so you are talk­
ing about that top line and it was seen as an 
effective practice, and it was a program for 
only those who owned and rented. This would 
bave cost the general fund about P million. 
This, at one time, was supported by a bIparti­
san majority on the ApPl'Ollriations Commit­
tee. I was an exceptiOn to that; I wasn't 
included in tbat bipartisan majority on the Ap­
propriations Committee. 

Within 24 hours, we had a crash course in 
how tightly the state is constrained when any 
federal dollars are used. We learned that the 
same $3 million, skillfully matched with feder­
al dollars, would protect our concern from the 
elderly poor and include all the categories re­
quested by the Governor. 

I will tell you right now that the program 
which was presented by the Governor, at the 
rather skillful and I think persistent work of a 
former colleague of ours, Mr. Greenlaw 
headed up that task force, was a pretty good 
job of maximizing the use of federal cfoIJars. 
Wben you get faced with that sort of thing, you 
have to show that you are responsible, that you 
take care of the maximum number of people 
possible. So, the feeling was that it was nec­
essary to come around and include not only 
those who owned their own homes and who 
rented and provided their own fuel, covered 
under the definition of households, but also 
those AFDC and the so-called workina poor. 

I would point out that this whole problem has 
been identified br an empirically developed 
program, albeit WIth a high degree of skill, but 
It is still only a model, an empirical model, it 
has not yet taken place and the problem that it 
faces has not yet taken place. 

Just for a little bit of background i!lformation 
for everyone - the program has obviously been 
developed from programs that were there 
before, all federal programs. In 1977, we had a 
program which helped about 23,000 people at a 
maximum of $250 down to a minimum of $50. In 
1978, we bad a program that was helpinl about 
12,000 people at a maximum of $250, hael fewer 
applications, it was a late program and, unfor­
tunately, it was a first-come, first-serve pro­
gram because it was so late. In 1979, we 
bandled approximately 15,000. The department 
wasn't able to give me the exact figure this 
morning. It was again on a first-come, first­
serve basis, and the problem with these earlier 
programs, they gave no credits for bills that 
bad been paid, so one of the big problems I kept 
hearing about as we discussed this was the fact 
that conscientious people, many of them elder­
ly, bad paid their fuel bills back in January or 
February when the dollars became available, 
with no dollars for them in the program. That 
program, ladies and gentlemen, spent $3,122,-
500 last year, including administration. 

I bave been disturbed a little bit this weekend 
to rsd in the paper that the Jll:ogram that is 
being discussed this year, in this legislature, by 
the Appropriations Committee ana the Repub-

lican members of the caucus is not doing as 
much as last year was done for the elderly or 
for people who are in need. I would just point 
out that that was a $3,122,000 program. Any of 
the programs that I hear currently being dis­
cussed are In the neiJ!hborhood of thirteen, 
fourteen or fifteen million dollars. You know, 
you are talklng apples and oranges, and that is 
not my ~se, it is a phrase that was used by a 
very bigb placed and experienced member of 
the Governor's Cabinet. 

So, we are addressing a much greater prob­
lem this year than was addressed last year no 
matter which bill you take. 

One of the great things tbat was brought out 
at the public bearing was this problem of fail­
ure to reach those who really needed it but 
didn't know how to go after It, and it was defi­
nitely a problem of outreach. That is one of the 
things that I voted against the prevloua motlOll 
for, because there is no provision for outreach 
in the general assistance program. There are 
those of you who feel that outreach is superflu­
ous, and I say it is absolutely necessary to have 
outreach if you are going to serve the people 
thaCU are almiDl the money at here In the 
Ie ture. 

efly, the program that I think is accept­
able to me today is a program which is exactly 
the same as the Governor's prOtp'am as far as 
those to whom it is addressed. It addreaes the 
total number of houseboldsJ •• t9,500. The differ­
ence is that it costs f3 miwon, together with 
the winterization, and it has beneftts with a 
maximum of ,170 rather than., and a mui­
mum of $75 for renters rather than ,100, pay­
able in approximately the same way of two 
payments, one in December and one in Janu­
ary. I feel as tho_ it is a respoasible pro­
gram, it is somewliat more than half of the 
need that the Governor has described at $UO. 

I might point out to you that the minimum 
you could build a program around this model is 
$1G for households and $70 for renters. That is 
about the minimum in order to muimize the 
use of federal dollars with the lowest state 
cost. But I think a figure above the ,IG is cer­
tainly acceptable and that is why we have come 
up with '170. 

I do not feel that we are tlll'lllnl our collec­
tive backs on the people of Maine fl we adopt a 
pI'OII'am which is somewhat less expeDIIive 
than the Governor's program. It meets the ca­
tegory that the Governor is concerned about. I 
understand the concern that be bas about the 
level of availability of funds, and I know that 
there are many sincere people In both the 
House and the Senate who tbiDIt we are vastly 
inadequate at $100. I submit that any fIIure 
below $330 perhaps is inadequate. 

I would remind you again that the figures 
were developed empirically. They are drawing 
a picture of a situation that is not Jet upoa us. 
We will he here in January and can attack this 
situation Blain at that time. I think a somewhat 
reduced pI'OII'am is a responsible one. I am not 
going to offer the amendment at this time. I 
presume that sometime today you will have the 
opportunity to vote on it. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair recopiaes the 
gentleman from Lisbon Falls, Mr. Tierney. 

Mr. TIERNEY: Mr. Speaker, Men and 
Women of the Bouse: I enjoyed tremeadoUlly 
the remarks of the gentleman from FanniDg­
ton, Mr. Mortoo, and he remiDded me of a for­
ester who loolts at all of the trees in the 
unorganized territory and sees them stretchirJg 
out before him. Only the difference between 
the forester and Mr. Morton is that the forester 
ps out with crews and teams and equipment 
and tried to do the job that has to be done. Mr. 
Mortoo bas picked up a single au, cbopped 
down a silWe tree and hopes that the cram of 
that tree fallin2 will waken the rest of the 
state, because lie has not told you his entire 
story. 

The story that this state and the nation has to 
face in the months ahead is that millions and 

millions of dollars, some tax dollars, some not 
tax dollars, will be leaving our country in the 
form of higher energy costs, and those higher 
energy costs are the single-most inflationary 
factor on our economy. They do not one thing to 
increase our productivity, and those costs are 
going to leave us regardless of what tlK> mem­
bers of the Maine Legislature do here and now. 

He has looked at the narrow point of view and 
said we may bave flnancial problems if we 
enact this bill, and that is essential where he 
bas missed the entire picture. What this state 
bas to do and what this legislature has to do is 
to face up to this inflationary and compassio­
nate manner. The way of doing tbat is to en­
gross the bill which we have before us and then 
to enact it, because if Mr. Morton bas his way 
and we do not meet this in an honest fasbion, 
the economic dislocation which wiD result 
from the increased energy costs could be very 
difflcultl and the costs will still fall on the 
backs 01 the tupayers. 

Ladies and patIemen, if the senior citizens 
of this state cannot be In their homes, where 
are they IOInc to go? ~are going to go to 
norsiDl hOmes, the are to go to boarding 
homes. And who, ~dies gentlemen, pays 
for that? 

If children and families and old people and 
poor people are unable to keep healthy, where 
are tfiey-going to go? They are going to go to 
physicians and they are going to go to bospltaIs 
and, ladies and gentlemen, who is going to pay 
for that? 

H poor people are unable to keep warm and 
put food on their tables, where are they going 
to go? Ther are going to go to general assis­
tance. Ladies and gentlemen, who is going to 
pay for that? 

The program which Joe Brennan bas put 
before the people of this state and this legis­
lature tries to meet this problem in an honest, 
straight forward marmer. It says that we as a 
legisTature and as a state have a IIlOral and 
ethical obUptim to minimize the ecoaomic 
dislocation whicb bas resulted from the in­
creased cost of energy, and I am going to sup­
port that program and I hope that every 
member of this House does the same. I think 
that the amoUDt of money that we can appro­
priate now is probably the best investment 
which we could mate with our money if we are 
really lookUllat tM whole IJI'Ohlem, the whole 
forest that au state wiJf be facing in the 
months ahead. 

The SPEAKER: The CIIair J'eCOIIIizes the 
tentleman from Cumberland, Mr. Garsoe. 

Mr. GARSOE: Mr. 5er and Members of 
the House: I want to .. point out that Mr. 
Mortoo has giVell us a I dollars and cents 
appraisal of- the situata we are in. Yet, my 
aood friend from Lisbon Falls stands here 
6efore you and is CODteDding, if I heard him 
riPt, that $SO is IOInc to keep people out of 
nursing homes, that $tO is going to make the 
difference between survival and not surviving, 
and I say that is not correct. 

The writing 111 on the wall. You are going to 
send this out of IIere and I would like to get on 
about It, but I would like to have you remember 
Mr. Mortoo's words, that s<metime later on 
you may bave a cbaooe to vote on a different 
VersiOll. 

The SPEAKER: The Chair would ask the 
Sergeaut-at-Arms to escort the gentleman 
from Lisbon Falls, Mr. TIe=to tlie rostrum 
for the purpose of acting as er pro tem. 

Thereupon, Mr. TIerney of' Falls as-
surned the Chair as Speaker pro tern and Speak­
er Martin occupied his seat on the floor of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER pro tem: The Chair recogniz­
es the gentleman from Eagle Lake, Mr. 
Martin. 

Mr. MARTIN: Mr. Speaker, LadlesandGen­
tlemen of the House: The lentleman from 
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Farmington, Mr. Morton, and the gentleman 
from Cumberland, Mr. Garsoe, have ralaed a 
point which I think mUlt be responded to. It Is a 
very simple point one I hope Is not misled by 
anyone In this body or anyone In thill IItate and 
that Is the question of appropriating for the de­
ficit. In case you don't I(now, that Is a violation 
of state law In the State Constitution. That Is 
impossible, it would be violating the Constitu­
tion of this state to attemft to do that. No one 
has argued that we will no have enough money 
in January. We just have so much money avail­
able; and every single year that I have been 
here, we have had to take the budget, the de­
mands from the departments and the people 
and citizens of this state and as some members 
say, "cut the cloth to fit the pattern available." 
I would like to put it another way. It is very 
much like a pie, it depends how much you cut 
and what you give to people. 

The Governor has made it very clear today, 
last week and the last few months and I think it 
is very simple - it is a question of bow this 
state, this legislature, this Governor is going to 
set priorities; it is a question of how you are 
going to allocate the dollars we have; it is a 
question of how you are going to do it. All the 
Governor has said to us is that his first priority 
now is helping those people with their oil bills, 
their electricity bills, if they heat with it, their 
kerosene bills, or wood if that is their source of 
energy. It would seem that need is greater than 
any other need that this state now has. When 
the time comes, and it will, the cuts have to be 
made, they will be made. The Governor has in­
dicated already that he will make recommen­
dations for this legislature in January if that is 
necessary, if worse came to worse. 

I ean tell you one thing, thouah I feel for 
some, I can't cry over people who lost money in 
the stock market last night but I can feel for 
those people who don't have enough money to 
buy heating oil for this winter. 

The second question, and I think this is the 
paramount one, is the question of a program. A 
lot of you voted fot a previous amendment, 
which was defeated. I beg of you, those who 
voted for it, at some point in the course of the 
day to do what your own towns have done with 
general assistance. I have some fi~s avail­
able for your information and what lID~ct that 
would have on most of your commumties, be­
cause in part this gives you the reason why we 
must do something before we leave here and in 
part it also tells you why you can't vote for the 
plan that the gentleman from Farmingtoo, Mr. 
Morton, says he is goi,n¥ to talk about later. 

He would argue that IS only $50 or $30 less 
than what the Governor now says he wants, but 
there is one big difference beyond the dollar 
question and that is, this is a pr.am that is 
going to run through months. This IS a program 
and that is it, ladies and gentlemen, senior citi­
zens of this state, you've got what you've got 
and you are not getting more unless the federal 
government gives it to you. That is an unaccep­
table alternative for the Governor of this State 
and unacceptable from my point of view. 

The issues are simple. It is not a problem of 
money, it is not a problem, in my opinion, of de­
liverance because it can be done. It is a ques­
tion of how we want to set priorities. 

I can't finish my comments, however, with­
out making some remarks about government 
intervention. Maybe if we had had government 
intervention with the oil companies, we 
wouldn't be in this mess today. Maybe if com­
panies had been prevented from donating hun­
dreds of thousands of dollars to various 
political campaigns in the last ten years for 
people who ran for President of this country, 
we wouldn't be in trouble. The problem started 
there and that problem continues today. 

I am convinced that before we leave we must 
act, it must be done. People tell me, "Your 
Governor won't compromise." Look at the fig­
ures and look what has happened and I thirik 
that bears fruition. 

I hope we engross this bill, I hope we enact It 
because to me not to do so would be a serious 
mistake. There may be amendments that can 
be offered that make lome aense. I haven't 
seen one yet, thouah. Maybe there II hope 
before the day ,oel 6y or before the week ps 
out al we stay Ilare I hope to enact a program. 

At this point, Speaker Martin returned to the 
rostrum. 

Speaker MARTIN: The Chair would thank 
the gentleman from Lisbon Falls, Mr. Tierney, 
for presiding as Speaker pro tem. 

Thereupon, the Sergeant-at-Arms escorted 
Mr. Tierney to his seat on the floor, aniid the 
applause of the House, and Speaker Martin re­
sumed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER: A roll call has been request­
ed. For the Cbair to order a roll call, it must 
have the expressed desire of one-fifth of the 
members present and voting. AU those desirIDg 
a roll call vote will vote yes; those oppoaed wUl 
vote no. 

A vote of the House was taken, and more 
than one-fifth of the members present bavin« 
expressed a desire for a roll call, a roll call was 
ordered. 
. The SPEAKER: The pending question is on 
passage to be engrossed. All tllose in favor of 
this bill being passed to be engrossed will vote 
yes; those opposed will vote no. 

ROLL CALL 
YAY-Bachrach, Baker, Barry, Beaulieu, 

Benoit, Berry, Birt, Blodgett, Brannigan, Bre­
nerman, Brodeur, Brown, K. C.; Call, carrier, 
carroll, carter, D.; Chonko, Churchill, Clou­
tier, Connolly, Cox, Davies, Diamond, Doukas, 
Dow, Dutremble, D. L.; Dutremble, L. A.; 
Elias, Fowlie, Gowen, Gwadosky, Hall, 
Hickey, .Hobbins, Hughes, Jacques, E.; Jac­
ques, P., Jalbert, Joyce, Kane, Kaoy, Kelleh­
er, LaPlante, Locke, Mabany, Martin, A. ; 
Masterton, Maxwell, McHenry, McKean, Mc­
Mahon, McSween~y, Micha~l, ~tchell, 
Nadeau, Nelson, M., Nelson, N., Noms, Par­
adis, Paul, Pearson, Post, Prescott, Reeves, 
J.; Reeves, P.; Strout

l
, Theriault, Tierney, 

Tozier, Tuttle, Twitchell, Vincent, Violette, 
Wood, W~! The Speaker. 

NAY-AloupI.s, Austin, Berube, Bordeau:, 
Boudrea~l Bowden, Brown, A.; Brown, D.; 
Brown, A. L.; Bunker, carter, F.; Conary, 
Cunningham, Curtis, Damren, Davis, Dexter, 
Drinkwater, Fenlason, Fillmore, Garaoe, 
Gavett; Gillis, Gould, Gray, Hanson, Hi«gins, 
Huber, HlDlter, Hutchings, Jackson, Kiesman, 
Lancaster, Leighton, Leonard, Lewis, Lougee, 
Lowe, Lund, MacBride, Marshall, Masterman, 
Matthews, Morton, Nelson, A.; Peltier, Peter­
son, Rollins, Sewall, Sberburne, Silsby, Small, 
Smith, Sprowl, Stetson, Stover, Studley, Tar­
bell, Torrey, Wentworth, Whittemore. 

ABSENT-Dellert, Dudley, Howe, Immonen, 
Laffin, MacEachern, McPherson, Payne, 
Rolde, Roope, Simon, Soulas, Vose. 

Yes, 76; No, 61; Absent, 13. 
The SPEAKER: Seventy-six having voted in 

the affirmative and slxty-one in the negative, 
with thirteen being absent, the motion does 
prevail. 

By unanimous consent, ordered sent forth­
with to the Senate. 

---
(Off Record Remarks) 

On motion of Mr. Hall of Sangerville, 
Recessed IDltil two-thirty o'clock in the af­

ternoon. 

After Recesl 
2:38 P.M. 

The House was called to order by the Speak­
er. 

The followinC paper appearing on SUpple­
ment No. 2 was taka up oUt of order by unan­
imous consent: 

Non-Concurrent Matter 
Bill "An Act Providing Funds for Emergen­

cy Home Heating Assistance for Certain Elder­
ly and Low-Income Households and for the 
Winterization, Citizens' Assistance and Hous­
illl Rehabllitation Teclmiclan PrOll'am and 
Ccirrectl~ an Error In the Enel'lY lnventory 
Reporting' (Emel'lency) (H. P. 1589) (L. D. 
1.1) whfch was palsecl to be elJll'ossed without 
reference to a committee in the House on Octo­
ber 10, um. 

Came from the Senate passed to be en­
lII'ossed as amended by Senate Amendment 
y, A" > (8-400) in llOIl-CODCUl'rence. 

In the House: On motion of Mr. Tierney of 
Lisbon Falls, the House voted to Insist and ask 
for a Committee of Conference. 

By unanimous consent, ordered sent forth­
with to the Senate. 

Boue at EBle 
Called to Order by the Speaker. 

The following paper from the Senate was 
taken up out of order by unanimous consent: 

The following Communication: 
THE SENATE OF MAINE 

Augusta 
October 10, 19'19 

The Honorable Edwin H. Pert 
Clerk of the House 
109th Legislature 
Augusta, Maine 04333 
Dear Clerk Pert: 

The Senate today voted to Insist and J<in in a 
Committee of Conference on, Bill, .. An Act 
Providing Funds for Emergency Home Heat­
ing Assistance for Certain Elderly and Low­
Income Households and for the Winterization, 
Citizens' AsSistance and IIousin« Rehabilita­
tion Technician Programs and Correcting an 
Error in the Enel'lY Tnveatory Reporting Law" 
(H. P. 1589) (L. D. 16111). 

The President appointed the following mem­
bers of the Senate to the Committee of Confer­
ence: 
Senators: 

KATZ of Kennebec 
PERKINS of IIaDcock 
CLARK of CUmberland 

S/MA~~ 
Secretary of tile Senate 

The Communication was read and ordered 
placed on file. 

Reference was made to (H. P. 1589) (L. D. 
Hit1) Bill, "An Act Providing Funds for Emer­
gency Home HeatiDg Assistance for Certain 
Elderly and Low-Income Households and for 
the Win~CIIl, Citizens' Assistance and 
Housing Rehabilitation Technician Programs 
and Correcting an Error in the Energy Invento­
ry Reporting l.aw" (Emergency) 

In reference to the action of the House on 0<>­
tober 10, 1979, whereby it Insisted and asked in 
a Committee of Conference, the Chair appoint­
ed the followilll members on the part of the 
House as Conferees: 
Messrs. TIERNEY of Lisbon 

CARTER of Winslow 
MORTON of Farmington 

(under SuspensiClll of the rufes) 

On motion of Mr. Jalbert of Lewiston, ad­
journed IDltll ten o'clock tomorrow morning. 


