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• EDWIN_ H. PERT 

Clerk 

MAINE 

• HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES· 

Augusta, Maine 04333 

3 MR.SA, Section 381-A, placed upon the Clerk of the House certain 
responsibilities relating to the. Legislative Ethics Commit.tee. 

Under subsection Hof Section 381-A it provided: 

"A copy of the committee's advisory opini_ons · and guid_e- · 
lines, with su.chdeletions and changes as the committee 
deems necessary to prot:ect the identity of the person 
seeking the opinions, or.others, shall be :filed wit:h_the 
Clerk of the.House. The clerk shall keep them-in a· · 
special binder and shall finally publish them in the: 
Legislative Record. The committee may exempt an opinion 

· or a part thereof from release, publication or insp_~ct:ion,
_if it deems suc.haction appropriate for_the protection 
'of 3rd parties· and makes available to the public an·. 
explanatory statement to that effect." 

Under subsection T of Section 381-A, it further provided: . 

"A Copy of the committee Is findi~gs of fact and opinions . 
regarding complaitits · against Legislators shall also -be-· 
filed with the cierk of the Ho\}se. The-clerk shalLkeep 
them in a speciai binder. and shall finally .pttb_lish. them . 
iri the Legislative Record." 

Pursuant to these provisions of.Title~, communications dated 
March 6, 1975; March 24, 1975; April 11, 1975; April. 16~ 1975; 
May 20, · _1975; June 6, l975; and June 16, '1975; are respec'tfully 
submitted. · · · 

Allof the above-mentioned communications relateto the-Legislative 
Ethics Committee, the_existence of whichwas·terminated by t-·MR.sA, 
Chapter 25. Pursuant to the provisions· of Chapter 25, · a· Commission 
on Governmental· Ethics and•. P~ac tic es has been created. 

Publication of that Commission's advisory opinions and guid_elines 
and findings of fact.and opinions regarding complaints against 
legislators are also.to be finallypublished in the Legislative. 
Record by the Clerk of the House. · 

Sincerely 

Clerk the House 





COPY 

LEGiSLATIVE.ETHiCS COMMITTEE 
· March 6, 1975 

Honorable Nancy Randall Clark 
House of Representatives 
State House 
Augusta, Maine 04333 
Dear Representative Clark: 

This is to inform you that the Committee on 
Legislative Ethics met on March 5 pursuant to 
your request of February 27 relative to your 
position regarding L. D. 698, "AN ACT to Amend the 
Municipal Public Employers Labor Relations Law." 

It is the opinion of. the Com.mitte~ on 
Legislative Ethics that smc~ t!1ere is no finan
cial gain on· your part, this is not a matter 
•within the purview of the Committee. . . 

Sincerely, 

JOSEPHJ:~~1:r;: 

Committee on Legislative Ethics 

.COPY 

LEGISLAnVE ETHICS COMMITTEE 
· March 24, 1975 

. Honorable John M. Norris, II 
House of Representatives 
State House · 
Augusta, .Maine 04330 
DearRepresentative Norris: 

In response to your letter of March_ 17 signed 
also by Representative Thomas R. Perkins and 
Representative Rarmond N. _Faucher, enclos~ 
please find the advisory opinion of the Com~it
tee on Legislative Ethics to Representative_ 
Patrick T. Jackson, Jr. ·. 

The Committee finds that you are in the s11me 
J>Osition and; therefore, would not- ~ave a con
flict of interest in regard to L. D. 3Z7, AN ACT to 
Protect Families with Qlildren and Recipients of 
Certain Benefits Against Discrimination in Rental 
Housing." 

Siricere}:y, 

Enclosure 

JOSEPH SEWALL 
Chairman 

Committee on LegisJatiy~_ Ethics 

COPY: 

LEGISLATIVE ETHICS COMMITTEE ' 
- . · . March 20, 1975: 

Honorable Patrick T. Jackson, Jr .. 
House of Representatives 
State House 
Augusta, Maine 01330 . . 
Dear Representative Jackson: 

. In response to your request of March 13 for an 
advisory opinion fro_m the Committee on 
Legislative Ethics as to whether you have a_ 
conflict of Interest on L. D. 'm, "AN ACT to Protect 
Families with Children an! Recipients of Certain 
Benefits Against Discrimination in Rental Hou.sing," 
it is the opinlcn of the Committee that you do not 
have a l'Ollflict of interest under the provisions set 
forth in 3 M.R.S.A., Secticn 382. 

in general, unaer. existing statutory provi
sions, a conflict of interest would apply in your 
circumstance only if: 

a. you had a "direct substantial personal 
financial interest, distinct from that. of the 
,K!fileral _public, in an enterprise which would~
financially benefited by proposed legislation,": 
(Section 382.1.A) or . . -

b. · the benefit derived by you from proposed 
legislation would be "unique and distinct from 
that of the general public or persons engaged in 
similar&rofessions." (Section 382._1.F) 

The ommittee feels that you are not in 
either position. 

Therefore, it is the opinion of the Committee 
on· Legislative Ethics that nothing under ex-

isting statutory provisions precludes you from · 
voting on or becoming involved in the outcome 
of L. D. 327. 

Sincerely. 

JOSEPH SEWALL 
Chairman 

Committee on Legislative Ethics 
. __ J.DHN L. MARTIN 

GERARD P. CONLEY 
LINWOOD E. PALMER 

NEIL ROLDE 
JERROLD B, SPEERS 

COPY 

LEGisLATIVE ETHICS ·coMMITTEE 
April 11, 1975 

Honorable David R. Ault 
House of Representatives 
State House 

:Augusta, Maine 04333 
Dear Representative Ault: 

In response to your request of April. 7 for an 
advisory opinion from the Committee on 
Legislative Ethics as to whether you have a 
conflict of interest on L. D. 1172, "AN ACT to 
Increase the Veteram Property Tax Exemption," it 
is the opinloo of the Committee that you do not have a 
conflict of interest under the provisions set forth in 3 
M.R.S.A., Section 382. . . 
. Under Section 382.1.A, a conflict of interest 
would exist if you had a ''direct substantial per
sonal financial interest, distinct from that of 
the general public, i~ an enterprise which would. 
be financially· benefited by proposed 
legislation." The Committee feels that the fact 
you are a veteran of the Korean War and, 
therefore at age 62 would be eligible for a 
property- tax exemption does not constitute "an 
enterprise" as meant in this section. 

Therefore, it is the opinion of the Committee 
on Legislative Ethics that nothing under ex
isting statutory provisions precludes you from 
voting on or becoming involved in the outcome 
of L. D. 1172. 

Sincerely, 

JOSEPH SEWALL 
Chairman 

Committee on Legi~tive Ethics 
JOHN L. MARTIN 

GERARD P. CONLEY 
LINWOOD E. PALMER, JR. 

.NEIL ROLDE 
JERROLD B. SPEERS· 

--ro=--~-PY--:--_ 
LEGISLATIVE ETHICS COMMITTEE 

. · April 16, 1975 
Honorable Leon G. Bowie 
House of Representatives · 
State House 
Augusta, Maine 04333 
Dear Representative Bowie: 

In response, t? your request of April !4 for an 
advisory opinion from the Committee on 
Leg_islative Ethics as to whether you have a 

·conflict of interest· on L. D. 1195, "AN ACT 
Regulating Water Well Comlruction'', it is the opi
nion of the Committee that you do have an apparent 
conflict of interest under the provisions set forth in 3 
M.R.S.A. Section 382. . 

Generally, under existing statutory _ provi
. sions, a conflict of interest applies in your c~r
cumstance if you have a "direct substantial 
personal financial interest, distinct from that of 
the general public, in an e:nterprise which would 

;be financially beneh tled by proposed 
-legislation." (Section 382.1.A) -· 

Although in the information you supplied you 
idO not address yourself to the financial. impa1;t 
this legislation would have on your business, it 
appears to the_ Committee that L. D. 1195 could 
'have a significant or measurable effect on an 
;enterprise in which you have a "direct substan
l tial personal financial interest." As a result, 

Sldion 382. 1.A would apply to your particulnr 
case as a person engaged in the well drilhng 
business. . tt 

Therefore it is the opinion of the Comm1 ee 
on Legislative Ethics that existing_ statutory_ 
provisions preclude you from votmg on 01 
becoming involved in the outcome of L .. D. 1195. 

Sincerely, 

JOSEPH SEWALL 
Chairman 

Committee on Legislative Ethics 
JOHN L. MARTIN 

- GERARD P. CONLEY 
LINWOOD E. PALMER, JR: 

NEIL ROLDE 
JERROLD B, SPEERS 

----
COPY 

LEGISLATIVE ETHICS COMMITTEE 
- - May 20, 1975 

Honorable Stephen T. Hughes 
House of Representatives 
'State House· 
· Augusta, Maine 04333 
Dear Representative Hughes: 

In response to your request of February 12 for 
· an advisory opinion from the Committee on 
Legislative Ethics as to whether you have. a_ 

·conflict of interest on L. D. 913, "AN ACT to Reqmre. 
Retuma.ble Beverage Containers," it is the opinion of 
the Committee that you do not have a conflict of in
terest under the_ provisions set forth in 3 M.R.S.A. 
Secticn 382. · . 

In general, undE;r existing statutory_ provi
sions a conflict ofmterest would apply m your 
circumstance only if:, 

a. you had_ a "direct substantial personal 
financial interest, distinct from that of the 
generalpublic,_ in an ente_ rpris~ which ~ou~c! b~. 
lfriiimcially benefil:ed l>y proposed legislation, 
· (Section 382.1.A) oi' 
· b. the benefit derived by you fro_m _proposed 
legislation would be "unique and distinct from 
that of the general public or persons. engaged in 
similar professions, trades, businesses or 
employment." (Section 382.1.F) 

The Committee feels that while you do own 
350 shares of common stock of the Coca. Cola 

'Bottling Plants, ~-• ; you do not hll:ve a s1Zable 
enough interest m this company or m Coca Cola 
to constitute. a conflict of interest. Further

:more, your position. is obviously no different 
!from any other person who owns c~mmon stock 
:in a bottling or soft dri~k. enterprise. . 

Therefore, it_ is the opmion 9f tl\e Com~tt.ee 
'on Legislafive Ethics that nothing m the exis~ 
statutory provisions precludes you from votmg 

•on or becoming involved_ in the outcome of the 
:legislation to require returnable beverage con-
tainers, · 

Sincerely, 

JOSEPH SEWALL 
Chairman 

Committee on Legislative Ethics 
---· · JOHN T:·MARtiN· 

GERARD P. CONLEY 
LINWOOD E. PALMER, JR. 

NEIL ROLDE 
JER!'tOLD B. SPEERS 

COPY 

LEGISLATIVE ETHICS COMMITTEE . 
· •. · - · June 6 1975 · 

-Honorable Patrick T. Jackson, Jr. ' · · 
House of Representatives 
State House 
Augusta, Maine 04333 · · 
Dear Representative Jackson: 

In response to your request of May ~ for an_ 
advisory opinion from the Committee on 
L~g!_~ll!.tiY!! JJ;thi~ _a!! t:o~ whetl!~....YQJI.J!!IJe ..!l_ 
· coriflict of interest on L. D. 778, ' AN ACT 



Establishing EducatlcruiH'lequirements for Licens
ing of Real Estate Brokers'', it is the opinion of the 
; Committee that you do not have a conflict of interest 
under the provisions set forth in 3 M.R.S.A. S~tlon 
31l'J. 

In· general, ·under existing statutory provi
sions, a conflict of interest would apply in your 
circumstances only if: 

a. you had a "direct substantial personal 
financial interest, distinct from that of the 
general public, in an enterprise which would be. 
finiiiiCJ.ally benefitedoy-proposed leglslafion;w
(Section 382.1.A) or 

__ b. the benefit derived by you from,Prop<_>sed 
legislatioo would be ''unique arid distinct from . 
. th~t_ of th!l_g_E_!!le.ral Pl!bli_c or persons engaged in. 
similar professions." (Section 382.1.F) 

The Committee feels that pursuant to Section 
382.1.A, L. D. 778 clearly would not have a 
significant or measurable financial effect on 
you as a real estate broker. Regarding Section 
382,1.F, your position is not different than other 
persons enga~ed in the real estate field. 

Therefore, 1t is the opinion of the Committee 
on Legislative Ethics that nothing under ex
isting statutory provisions precludes you from 
voting on or becoming involved in the outcome 
of L.-D, 778,-----·--

Sincerely, 

JOSEPH SEWALL 
Chairman 

Committee on Legislative Ethics 
JOHN L. MARTIN 

GERARD P. CONLEY 
LINWOOD E, PALMER, JR. 

NEIL ROLDE 
JERROLD B. SPEERS 

COPY 
LEGISLATIVEri°tTHICS COMMITTEE 

Honorable John W. Jensen 
House of Representatives 
state. Hoose · 
Augusta, Maine 04330 

June 16,fa75 

Dear: Representative Jensen: . 

JOSEPH SEWALL 
Chairman 

Ccmmitlee on 1.i!gislative Ethics 
JOHN L. MARTIN 

GERARD P. CONLEY 
LINWOOD E. PALMER, JR. 

NEIL ROLDE 
JERROLD B. SPEERS 

In response to your request of May 23 for an 
advif;ory opinion from the Committee on 
Legislative Ethics as to whether you have . a· 
conflict of interesfon L. D.1794, "AN ACT Rela~ 
to the Sia lutes Cmcerning Charitable Solicitations{ -~-~ -
it is the opinicn of the Committee that you.do not 
have a conflict of interest under the provisions set 
forth in 3 M.R.S.A. Sectioo 31l'J. 
· in general, under existing statutory provi

sions, a conflict of interest would apply in your 
circumstances only if: . · 

a. you had a "direct substantial ~rsonal. 
finanC1SUy .. benefitoo by proposed legislation,"· 

. general public. in an enterprise which would be 
financially benefitted by proposed legislation," 
( Section 382.1.A) or . 

b. the benefit derived by you from proposed 
legislation would ·be "unique and distinct from 
that of the general public or persons engaged in 
similar, professions, trades, businesse~ or 
employment.'' (Section 382.1.F) 

The Committee feels that while you are 
employed by a non-profit charitable institution, 
L. D. 1794 if enacted would not have a signifi
cant or measurable financial effect on you even 
though your duties are primarily In the fund 
raising area. Furthermore, regarding Section 
382.1.Fth your position is clearly not different 
from at of any other person engaged in a 
similar type of employment. • 
. Therefore, it is the opinion of the Committee 
on Legislative Ethics· that nothing under 1~
istlng statutory provisions precludes you from 
voting on or becoming involved in the outcome 
of L; D. 1794. 

Sincerel:v; 




