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SENATE HOUSE 

BARRY J. HOBBINS, DISTRICT 5, CHAIR 

LYNN BROMLEY, DISTRICT 7 
DEBORAH L. SIMPSON, AUBURN. CHAIR 

SEAN FAIRCLOTH, BANGOR 
DAVID A. HASTINGS Il l, DISTRICT 13 

MARGARET J. REINSCH, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST 

SUSAN M. PINETTE, COMMITTEE CLERK 

STATE OF MAINE 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-S ECOND LEGISLATURE 

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

STAN GERZOFSKY, BRUNSWICK 

MARILYN E. CANAVAN, WATERVILLE 

MARKE. BRYANT, WINDHAM 

MICHAEL EDWARD DUNN, BANGOR 

ROGER L. SHERMAN, HODGDON 

RODERICK W. CARA, LINCOLN 

JOAN BRYANT-DESCHENES, TURNER 

JOAN M. NASS, ACTON 

May22,2006 

TO: 

FROM: 

Rep. John G. Richardson, Speaker of the House, Chair 
Sen. Beth Edmonds, Senate President, Vice Chair 
Legislative Council . 
122nd Maine Legislature 

Sen. Barry Hobbins, S_enate Chair(/,~ c.,
Rep. Deborah L. Simpson, Hoi1se Chai-;'3) / 
°Joint Standing Comm.ittee on Judiciary 

Re: • Public records exceptions 

The Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary had before it LD 1455, An Act to Codify . 
Public Records Exceptions. The purpose of bill is to establish a readily-accessible list·of 
statutory exceptions to what are considered public records. The bill was prepared 
pursuant to law that was the recommendation of the Committee to Study Compliance 
with Maine's Freedom·of Access Laws. 

We held an interesting public hearing on the bill last spring, and, although we support the . 
purpose of the bill, we agree with much of the testimony that creating· such a list in statute 
may have unintended consequences. We believe a better method of providing the same 
information is to have the Legislature post such a list, with appropriate links, on the 
Legislature '.s website. Rather than tasking a particular office with that responsibility, we · 
believe that the Legislative Council is the appropriate authority to establisJ:i ~uch a public 
service, utilizing the technology as weU as legal capabilities of the legislative staff 

vVe are also aware that the Freedom of Access Advisory Committee is very interested in 
supporting training and education in Freedom ()f Access issues, and that this list of public 
records exceptions is an important.piece in that knowledge base. The Advisory 
Committee will soon be making its recommendations, and we understand that a posting 
of such a list on the Legislature's website can be an integral part in the overall State 
Government commitment to ensuring and supporting public access to records and 
proceedings. 

100 STATE HOUSE STATION. 
1 

Al IGI I.C:.TA MAINF (l4~q_q.(l1()(l Tl=! t=Pf.1f"lNI= ?07.?R7.1 ::l?7 
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