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l GEN. JANE A. AMERO 
CHAIR 

REP. ELIZABETH H. MITCHELL 
VICE-CHAIR 

CALL TO ORDER 

~ 

Lynn Randall 
Legislative Council Info. 

117th MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

MEETINGSUMMAR.Y 

December 29, 1994 

Approved January 11, 1995 

SEN. JEFFREY H. BUT/.AND 
SEN. R. LEO KIEFFER 
SEN. MARK W. LAWRENCE 
SEN. BEVERLY MINER BUSTIN 
REP. DAN A. GWADOSKY 
REP. PAUL F. JACQUES 
REP. WALTER E, WHITCOMB 
REP. JOSEPH G. CARLETON, JR. 

SARAH C. TUBBESING 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The Council meeting was called to order by Senate President 
Jeffrey B. Butland at 9:30 a.m. in the Council Chamber. 

ROLL CALL 

Senators: 

Representatives: 

Legislative Officers: 

President Butland, Sen. Lawrence, 
Sen. ~ieffer, Sen. Bustin, Sen. Amero 

Speaker Gvadosky, Rep. Jacques, 
Rep. Whitcomb, Rep. Mitchell, 
Rep. Carleton 

May Ross, Secretary of the Senate 
Pamela Cahill, Assistant Secretary 

of the Senate 
Joseph Mayo, Clerk of the Bouse 
Millicent MacFarland, Assistant Clerk 

of the Bouse 
Sally Tubbesing, Ezecutive Director, 

Legislative Council 
Lynn Randall, State Lav Librarian 
John Wakefield, Director, Office of 

Fiscal and Program Review 
David Boulter, Director, Office of 

folicy and Legal Analysis 
Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statutes 

STATE HOUSE STATION 115, AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333 TELEPHONE 207-287-1615 FAX 207-287-1621 
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REC~S 

Notions '!'hat the Council ■tand in rec••• until 10t00 •••• 
(Motion by Sen. Lawrence, ■econd by Sen. Buatin1 11.D&Zli.Jaou■). 

A.ccordin9ly, the Council aeeting was reces1ed at 9135 •••• 

RECONVENE 

'!'he Council reconvened at 10135 a.m. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

-2-

Pre1ident Butland, referring to the Rules of Procedure that the 
Council had adopted at its previous meeting, noted that the Rules 
preacribe the following with regard to the election of Council 
Officeraa 

Rule I 2 provides that the position of Chair ■hall alternate in 
aucceeding biennial sessions between members from the Senate and 
aembers from the Bouse. Thus, pursuant to these Rule■ , the Chair 
for this new Council would coae froa the Senate. 

Rule I 3 provides that the Vice-Chair shall not be a member of the 
aame body of the Legislature as the Chair. Thu.a, the Vice Chair 
for the 117th Council av.at be a Representative. 

Be then opened the floor for nominations for the position of Chair. 

Notion: That Senator Jane Amero be nominated for the position of 
Council Chair. (Motion by Sen. Bustin; second by Rep. Carleton). 

Notion: '!'hat the nominations cease. (Motion by Rep. Whitcomb; 
seconded by Speaker Gwadosky; unanimous). 

The vote to elect Senator Amero as Chair was unanimous. 

The newly-elected Chair, Senator Amero proceeded to open the floor 
for nominations for the position of Vice-Chair. 

Notion: That Representative Elizabeth B. Mitchell be nominated to 
the position of Vice-Chair. (Motion by Senate President Butland; 
■econd by Rep. Jacques). 

Notion: ·That the nominations cease. (Motion by Sen. Kieffer; 
■eco~ by Speaker Gwadoaky; unanimous). 

'!'he vote to elect Representative Mitchell to the position of 
Vice-Chair was unanimous. 

The Chair, Senator Amero, then proceeded with the printed agenda. 
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SUMMARY OF NOVEMBER 30 AND DECEMBER 14 COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

Notions That th••• awraari•• be accepted and placed on file. 
(Motion by Speaker Gvac!o1ty1 ■econd by Rep. Jac~u•11 u.na.niaou1). 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Sally 'l'ubbesing reported that ■he had no items to bring to the 
CoWlcil'a attention at thi1 meeting. 

REPORTS FROM COUNCil., COMMI'ITEES 

Hone 

OLD BUSINESS 

Hone 

NEW BUSINESS 

It.ea 11: Coaaittee to Study the Operation of the Governor Bazter 
School for the Deaf: Sul:llllission of Final Report Pu.r■uant to 
Statute 

The Chair, Sen. Amero, noted that the report had been 
distributed at the Council's previous meeting. 

Notion: That the report be accepted and placed on file. 
(Motion by Speaker Gwadosky; second by Rep. Whitcomb; 
W1animous). 

It.ea 121 a.quest frca Senator Goldthwait for Aa■iguaent of Office 
Space 

Notion: That this item be referred to the CoW1cil's "Space 
Coaaittee" as ■oon as the Conaittee is named. (Motion by 
Sen. Bustin; ■econd by R_ep. Jacques; W1animous). 

Diacua■iona Senate President Butland inquired what the most 
appropriate forum would be to discuss the larger issue. 
Rep, Whitcomb clarified that CoWlcil Committees operate as 
aubcoanittees, reporting and aating recomendations to the 
full CoW1cil. Be further noted that this C011111ittee had 

.other pending issues and recommended that the Executive 
Director wort with the Council Chair and Vice-Chair to 
develop jurisdictions for each of the Committees to be named, 

The Council toot no further action on this item, 



... 

LIGISLM'IVI COUIJCIL MEETING SOMMUY December 29, lHt 

It.all 131 Propo■al frca Dav14 Brovn, Director, Naine S..rpllCJ' 
l&anagelllle11t AgellCJ', to lutall a Nollitor lat.be State Boue 

The Chair, Senator Amero, recoqniaed David Brovn, the 
Director of the Maine Emergency Management Aqency (MENA), 
and a1ked him to pre1ent hi1 propo1al. Be c0111pared the 
aonitor■ he wa1 propo■ing to in1tall to the conau.nity 
bulletin boards that appear on many local public cable 
■tation11 the screen "■croll1" through i11fonnation -- which, 
in thi■ ca■e, would include information regarding conaittee 
hearings and wort ■e11ion1 and other legislative aeeting1. 
Be noted that this information would be provided by the 
Legislative Information Office and ■ugge1ted that two 
aonitora be installed -- one on the 3rd floor near the 
Rotunda and one on the lat floor of the State Office 
Building near the elevators. 

SWll'llariaing the co1t1 involved in thi1 project, he ■tated 
that the cable "drop" is provided by State Cable Television 
to MENA at no cost and ■upports 3 channels. Bis proposal 
would broadcast the legislative information on Channel 21, 
which currently provides continuous weather information. Be 
■tated that the only cost would involve the cost of labor to 
install the 1110nitor1. 

In the di■cuaaion that followed, Council aember1 raised the 
following questions and concerns: 

• Whether Mr. Brown had contacted either the Clerk of the 
Bouse or the Secretary of the Senate regarding his 
proposal. (Speaker Gwadosty) 

Mr. Brown replied that his conversations had been brief 
and "non-technical", and he suggested that a 1mall 
working group be established to wort through a variety 
of issues. 

• Whether the information to be posted on these 11110nitors 
would be available outside of the State Bouse and 
whether these agencies had had an opportunity to express 
a preference about whether they wanted weather 
infon11ation pre-empted. (Sen. Lawrence) 

Mr. Brown replied that it would be available wherever 
the 3 channel• controlled by his agency were available, 
aentioning the Department of Transportation and the 
State Library specifically. Be noted that he had not 
discussed his proposal with either of these agencies 
because the decision about what would be broadcast rests 
■olely with his agency. 
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• Whether the■- ao·nitor• woulc! be free atand.ing. (Rep. 
Mhitcoab) 

Nr. Brown reapollc!ec! that they are ·typically aountec! on 
the wall. 

Not101u That the Council Chair appoint a vorkin9 9roup to 
further investigate the iaaue of installin9 aonitor• in the 
State Bouse and State Office Builc!ing. (Motion by Rep. 
Jacquea1 ••cone! by Rep. Mitchell1 unaniaoua). 

It.ea 141 Rego.eat for Clarification of Legislative Cow:u:il Poliq, 
:Regarcllng Custody of Computer Progrmu and Docuaenta of a 
llon-Collfic!ential Satv• 

Thia item waa not on the printed agenc!a anc! was taken up at 
Senate President Butland'• request. 

Speaker Gvadosky noted that the Council had not had a 
standing committee with specific responsibility for issues 
related to the Legislature's computer system for aeveral 
years and offered the following motion: 

Notions That the Council establish a apecial aubcoD1J1ittee 
to develop a prospective policy for review by the full 
Council regarding custody and ownership of legislative 
computer programs and documents. (Motion by Speaker 
Gvadosky; second by Rep. Jacques). 

The cllacuaaion that followed yielded the following coaaents 
and concerns: 

• That it will be important to work with the Attorney 
General to determine who owns the programs and the 
information; and, further, that it would be useful to 
have the Executive Director do a search to determine 
what other atates are doing in this area. (Senate 
President Butland) 

Speaker Gvadosky responded that he thought these 
auggestions could be incorporated in the wort of the 
coD1J1ittee proposed in his motion. 

• It will also be important for this c011111ittee to apell 
out cl.early what is confidential and what ia not. (Sen. 
Kieffer) 

• Whether the aotion ahould include a "date ce~tain" for 
at least an initial report in ~rder to address the 
pending aituation in a timely manner. (Rep. Whitcomb) 
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In the diacuaaion on thi• point, conaenau• •••med to 
eaer9e that the aotion ■hould addr••• the ia■ue 
proapectivel;r and that the current ■ituation ■hould be 
addresaed and reaolved within the Senate. Member• alao 
ezpresaed their concern that thia i• a critical iaaue 
which doe• need to be addressed. • 

'l'he vote waa taken, and the aotion wa• apprOftHl 
vnanfFOul;r. 

Rep. Carleton asked whether the itea could be on the 
agenda for the nezt Council meeting if the i.Jllmediate 
issue in the Senate remained unresolved, and the Chair, 
Sen. Amero, responded affirmatively. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS 

Ilona. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Council aeeting was adjourned at 11110 a.m.,on the aotion of 
Rep. Mitchell (second by lap. Jacques). 




