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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

September 23, 1983 

CALL TO ORDER 

A meeting of the Legislative Council was held in the 
Legislative Council Chambers, Room 327, and called to order 
by Chairman Charles P. Pray at 11:15 a.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Senators: Sen. Collins, Sen. Gill, Sen. Pray 

Representatives: Rep. Davis, Rep. Diamond, Rep. 
Mitchell, Rep. Martin 

Legislative Officers and Staff: 

Sally Diamond - Legislative Administrative Director 
David Silsby - Legislative Research Director 
Helen Ginder - Legislative Assistants Director 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Committee on Personnel 

Recommendation of the appointment of Haven Whiteside as 
Assistant Director in the Office of Legislative Assistants 
was presented to the Council for approval. 

MOTION 

Rep. Mitchell moved that the recommendation be 
approved. 

Rep. Martin seconded the motion and it was carried 
unanimously. 

Recommendation of the appointment of a committee to 
search for a new Legislative Finance Officer was submitted 
to the Council. 

MOTION 

Rep. Mitchell moved that the recommendation be 
approved. 



Rep. Martin seconded the motion and it was carried 
unanimously. 

Recommendation to establish a position for manager of 
Information Systems Development in the office of the Legis­
lative Administrative Director. 

MOTION 

Rep. Mitchell moved that the position be approved. 

Rep. Diamond seconded the motion and it was carried 
unanimously. 

Recommendation that John Bailey be appointed to the 
position of manager of Information Systems Development. 

MOTION 

Rep. Mitchell moved that the recommendation be 
approved. 

The motion was seconded by Rep. Diamond and carried 
unanimously. 

Recommendation that Helen Ginder, Legislative Assistants 
Director, be authorized to fill the position vacated by John 
Bailey. 

MOTION 

Rep. Mitchell moved that the authorization be 
approved. 

Rep. Martin seconded the motion and it was carried 
unanimously. 

Committee on Allocation of Legislative Space 

The committee outlined to the Council the proposed plan 
for allocation of space on the 2nd and 3rd floors of the 
State House. 

MOTION 

Rep. Martin moved that the plan be approved. 
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The motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS 

A letter from Rodney Scribner, Commissioner of the 
Department of Finance and Administration, was presented to 
the Council requesting a $250 contribution from the legis­
lative account to assist in honoring W. Clark Noble who cre­
ated the "Lady of Wisdom" which adorns the State House dome. 

MOTION 

Rep. Davis moved that the request be accepted. 

Rep. Mitchell seconded the motion and it was carried 
unanimously. 

The 
that 
that 
been 

motion was offered and carried with the understanding 
the Commissioner would submit a new letter clarifying 
the $250 represents a payment on a bill that has never 

paid. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MOTION 

Rep. Martin moved that the Council adjourn into an 
Executive Session for personnel matters. 

The motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 

RECONVENE 

The Legislative Council reconvened at 11:45 a.m. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Rep. Davis requested that the Department of Transporta­
tion and others involved in the purchase of the airplane for 
the Governor's use be asked to explain to the Council the 
selection process and, further, that they be asked to 
explain the state bid process in general. 

MOTION 

Rep. Davis moved that the request be approved. 
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Sen. Collins seconded the motion and discussion fol­
lowed. 

Discussion centered on whether the Council should become 
involved in a formal study of the bid process until the 
Attorney General's opinion had been issued. 

MOTION 

Rep. Mitchell moved that the request be tabled. 

Rep. Martin seconded the motion and discussion followed. 

MOTION 

Rep. Davis amended his original motion to request that 
those involved with the State bidding process, including 
Rod Scribner, Commissioner of Finance and Administra­
tion; Stuart Sabean, State Purchasing Agent; Maple 
Christie, Bureau of Purchases; George Campbell, Commis­
sioner of Transportation; Graydon Sharpe, State Pilot; 
and Bob Johnson, Acting Director, Bureau of Aeronautics 
come before the Legislative Council to discuss the bid­
ding process in general. 

The motion was seconded and a 5-2 vote was taken, motion 
rejected. 

MOTION 

Rep. Martin moved that the Council study the state's 
bidding process. 

Rep. Mitchell seconded the motion and it was carried 
unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION 

Rep. Martin moved that the Council meeting be adjourned 
at 12:00 p.m. 

The motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 
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STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

STATE HOUSE STATION 7B 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333 

207·2B9·3446 

September 22, 1983 

Senator Charles Pray, Chairman 
Legislative Council 

•-State House 
Augusta, Maine 04333 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I have asked to meet with you on Friday in order to respectfully 
request a $250 contribution from the Legislative account to assist in 
honoring one of Maine's most noted citizens. 

The Committee To Honor W. Clark Noble has requested that the state 
donate the sum of $500 to be used toward the purchase and erection of 
a suitable marker and plaque for the late Mr. Noble's grave. Born in 
Gardiner, Maine, W. Clark Noble was a world renowned sculptor and 
artist. He created, and then donated to the state, the "Lady of Wisdom" 
statue which adorns the State House dome. Mr. Noble is buried in a 
plot at the Mount Hope Cemetery in South Gardiner. The grave bears 
no identification recognizing this man except for a funeral director's 
marker. 

Representative Thomas Kilcoyne, Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Committee to Honor W. Clark Noble, has asked me for advice concerning 
the most feasible approach to take in order to obtain the requested 
donation from the state. It is my opinion that if the Council were to 
provide $250 the Executive Department would provide the other $250. 
As the rationale behind making such a contribution would be so closely 
tied to Mr. Noble's generous gift to the people of this state, I do 
not believe that making the contribution which has been requested would 
be in any way precedent setting. It would seem to me that granting 
this request to assist in properly recognizing Mr. Noble's works 
would be an appropriate gesture in view of his legacy to the State of 
Maine and its citizens. 

Your consideration of this request is greatly appreciated. 

Warmest personal regards, 

RLS/df 

Yours truly, 
fJ 

11cii? A~ 
Rodney L. Scribner 
Commissioner 



Bruce Johnson, Chairman 
0 Thomas Kilcoyne, Secretary & Treasurer 

Jody Clark 
Jane Pepin 
Wally Atkins 

Dear 

COMMITTEE TO HONOR 
W. CLARK NOBLE 

Gardiner native, W. Clark Noble, a world rcknown sculptor and artist, lies buried in a plot of 
land at Mt. Hope Cemetary. Sadly, there is no identification recognizing this great man - only 
a funeral director's marker. 

Noble is one of our most distinguished citizens and probably one of the most famous natives 

of the state of Maine. His works of sculpture are reknown throughout this country and the world. 

The sculpture that adorns the state capitol building is just one reflection of his work and his 
affection for the state of Maine. The state Legislature did not raise the monies to pay Noble for his 
work of art, he donated the statue, "The Lady of Wisdom" lo the state. 

To pay tribute to this talented and famous man, a committee tci honor him is working lo raise il 

small amount of money to erect a marker and placque for his grave. Your contribution is solicited 
to help honor this distinguished Gardiner rmtiw. 

Please forward your contribution to: 

Bruce Johnson 
P.O. Box 44 
So. Gardiner, Maine 04359 

or 

Thomas A. Kilcoyne 
201 Highland Avt'nue 
C.ird11wr, Maine 04345 

Sincerely, 



William Clark. Noble 

Maine Born Sculptor 

By Gi.cy- M. Grant 

Lyina in on unmarkcJ. ~t':,vc:, hcr·c i,, ),;nine whcro he wus born ancl 

ro.ised, is a mun who roso from ob::;curit.y Lo worldwide fruno i.n life, and 

buck to obscuri t.y in death. Hin name wa:1 :,,Jil.linm Clark Noble, und in his 

day, he wns un intermtionally :rocoenized nncl ncclaimcd Hculptor o.nd 

artint. Ti.mo hue dimmed tho memory of this mnn whose colorful life nnd 

artistic 3enius begun in the town of South Gardiner. I.:ven in his home 

state, knowledeo of the mnn and his conl.ributions is limitod at best. 

This year, the onci hundred twenty-fifth anniver~:ory of his birth, it 

seems fittine to nJvive th0 t,tory of 1.1. man who gave so much to his state 

o.nd country. 

Born Februa.ry 10, H358, the son of Cln.rk and Emmu Frcern.un Hoble, 

he was orphaned nt :ige ten months when his father's ship was lost off the 

New England coast. He wa::; rubed on hi.s ~r1.1.ndparent I s farm in South Gardiner. 

He was proud of his New England herJtage and his ancestors, who were among 

the original lfo.yflower voyagers. Noble onee said to an interviewer, 

'All that the sea left me is in Maine,' as he showed an unfinished 

m:irine po.intini;, 1 I am painting the grnveyo.rd of my forefathers. 1 

Thnt was 1<)28, ten yenrs before his death. Even at the hC'lcht of h.i.s .. 

f ome, when he_ li vcd :i.n Washington, D. C. , he never for got Maine or 

South Gardiner. 

When Noble lc.1rno<l thut no appropr:Lations h.-:Lcl been made for a statuo 

to adorn the state's cupitul dome in 1909, he nrro.nGed through the 

contractor to muke u gift of bi~; own t:i.J1w vn<l nldll for the proje•Jt. 

The copper-rcpou;;s~ st:,tue, v1.1.luctl then tLL fol'~Y thousand d, llo.rs, 

is no mere copy of n Grecian 3oduess. A mo'.lje[;tic lady, with upru.i:.,ed 

orm holding a 1•in· to'."ch, sy·nl1olic of 1-lni.n,~, she is callo<l "Lady Wisdom," 

• ! 

i 
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and is Noble I s vi~,ion of Aucu:~t::>.. There was no public honor for Noble I s 

gift, due probr~bly to h:i.s 111u.king the 1.:if t throuc;h tl:'Ll:.l contractor an<l 

not officially. 

Later, when 110 memorial wi:, boi.ne riv1110. f0r tho ID(!Il of South Go_rdiner 

who hn.d served their cc,w1try l:1 '.-/urld ·,10.1· 1, Noble ::;,'.i.w to it th.ut one 

was provided. In tho South Gnrdinor Congrne:~t:i.unnl Chw:ch, where Noble 

had attended Sunday school, in a bn.::i-rel:i.d tablet with the n:.tme::. of 

South Gardiner's w:1r vctoram,. It, bc~-a·s Lhe inscd pLit:.Hl 11 'ro the men 

of South Gardiner who ~orvE:d in 1.he \-Jorld .-1.::.i.r tld. r.; wodc is rcsp13c l:.fully 

dedicated by the Dcu1.ptor. 11 'l'he brorn::e Lnb.let is titled ''For Ih.1man.i.ty. 11 

The surviving voLcrn.ns and the people of Lhc~ community held a dedico.tory 

exercise and exprecaed their deep approclat:i.on for the eift. In audition, 

for one year after the wur, Noblo doruted nll th0 r·evenue from the ::in.le 

of his works to n s;;,ccial fund for woundr.d r,.nd dis:1bled veturans of the 

nation. 

As on Americnn ncltlptor,. Nc,blc w::i:~ oul,stnndintt• Ile novur rtudicd 

abroad as was the custom. Moreover, he never used models, all his 

staues being of his own creation. For two years he studied arutomy 

throuch dissections at medicnl zchools. He knew ever-J muscle and bone 

in the hwnan body, such thctt every fi 0,ure he created W.'!S not only 

artistic but anatomically ideal. When he w:.i.s commicsioned to do a 

memorial of Major Pierre L1En.fant, tho French architect who designed 

George Wasi1ington I s capital city, there was no picture of L I Enf ant 

to guide h.im. Noble atudied the man' a life and 1.l/:~h.i0vomentn o.nd cwno 

to an undcrst11ndin1~ of his wny of life onu character. He cr1ic.ted un 

imaee of L I t;nfanL t.hat is entire.Ly bolicvnblc. N<>ble stlid in ,rn interview 

in 19~8 'Hhen I , :,,t tr\roi.lt;h studyin1: h:im I kr1'.)W that ho cou, 01 not h.'.LVe 

l00ke<l 0Lhi.r1,:i:;e than .r hcwe rq.,rv .. :nn 1.,cd ltLn.' Tll 1.;) L I L~nfant ::rtatue is ono 

of his more fn:.uu..:; works. 

,Ii 
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One can find his cri:ations in ifashington, Rhode Island, Europe, New York, 

and in the Vatican at Home. The 1ife of tho artist hirn::::elf, however, 

• is more difficu.lt l.o Jlncovu:-. Dcscribod ns 1;1. "physical contradiction" 

of the streo typical visnn.1i:::t~ .. :Lrt of en nrti:.; t,, Hoble \.1rrn a ntrone ond 

stocky mn.n. He hwi 11 fotL~.,:•Lil r,, l':;on.-J . .Lty, an,: \-.'tlrJ npf'ttr<:::ntJ.y 11ot 

modest of hb nrt.L Lie talcml.t~. lntorvic~Kl'fJ of UJ11 chy fotmcl him to 

be friendly, invi t_;_ng, and very : mch n r;cr·ul no pc•r::;on. IIo al.::;o i::00111~: 

to hnvo hnd a vary ::;t,ubborn l:t,r·c:,k. 

In his youth, us ho w,w lx1:.i.nninc lri:., c-~tl'c!or as u commm.·cio.l 

modeler, the Natio11nl Modeler• r. ::nion Wtrn b ·iri1: orranizotl. H:lG rcfu::ml 

to bo forced in-Lo join.in;j tho U!W ur1.i.on, ,:Ven Lo Lho point of punching 

a union organizer, prevented h:i.rn from obt.nj n:i.ng further em;;ls:.yraent in 

commor~ial ::iculptu1·0. 1\lway:::: Lho pructical "Ma i.ncr11 , ho used hi::; 

strong body and became n prize fi1~htcr to enrn hi:..i livine. In D. year 

of travelling Vaudeville-style competitions, he met great succ:ess and 

was able to savo :1i2g,ooo dol]tu·s before n serious illness forced him 

to quit the ring. \-lhlt the iUnr·ss wo::i is not clenr, but conceivably 

it wus tho beginning of the a:.;l:,llfua ttiu-t ycnra later took his life. 

He return<:d to sculpl.ing, uml with b1cking from frionds he opened 

a school at Newport, Hhode Island, where he ma:lnta.:i.ned o. studio for a. 

time. Todcy the Newport 11:i.:;toclctu [iocinty has uome cc,ins ho dc~icned .. 

for two Latin .i\mu:·i.cn.n countries, u.nd on e:-:a:nf.1lc of his comm,.:rciul 1irt 

on din play. His first ~.u.cc:)~s Wf .. D in mt:'/, and from then on, he won 

CTCat acclaim both in ,\.med.en and ab,:oad for h.i /J gen:i.us. Fe moved to 

New York, whcro he~ lwlp•!d or1;1,11lze tho Nn.U.,.1ntl ~;cu.lpLure Scciety of 

New York, and Uw ~r cw York Art$ Club. Ln Ltir, he ::1oved his si-udio Lo 

Washington, D.G., whece lie ] .i. v1,d until h:i s .Ju1U1. '1''·1L; 11 fn:~td.onal>ly 

d.resned11 nucccsnful arL:t:..t wnc npparently held in h:i.ch est,oc"n in 
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Washington socieLy, ns ho w.r,s ~.cl member of the Conercss:loru:i.l Country 

Club. 

One of Clark '.lohle' ti fond(:~:t dreams wr•.:::, Lhe erection of a monument 

to "Motherhood" in Wash.i.ngLon. For ye:,rs ho h:1d wcn·kcd on various 

models for such a project., and when Daic.y Calh0w1, 1,ri.fo of Senator 

C.C.Calhoun of South Carolina, carn0 to hi..rn with plans to put it all 

together, he thoueht his dr1ia:11 wou]d bec21110 real:tty. He •,.rorked on 

models for the memorial., which sce:mcd to crwnge w:Lt,h Mrs. Calhoun 1 n 

whims. He gradually gave up a..ll othi-:r work to ccncentra~e an the 

project, reccivlna in poy1nent only 2 1 000 dollar:;. Finally, he 

realized that she had no renl intcnL.'t.ons of seeing the memorial to 

actual completion, and was only toying \,,l th him for her own ego. 

Noble broke off the profos::;i 1·•r1;:tl as~·ocint.ion w-1-Lh h,0r and h.-i.d his 

attorney nrranGo a sctt..lem,::nt with the Col houns for the work done. 

But the Culhcun::; h.::id oth(•r ideas. Thuy conv.i.nced the Juatice 

Department tmt I.he Nobl(is werl~ try-.Lug to blucknu:..i.l t,hem. D11sed soley 

on the Calhouns I complaints, su:i. t was l.n·oucht in court which led to 

months of tcrrlblo publicl ty, and then 1,1ecks of grueling t,entimony 

4 

for both Mr. and ~:rs. Noble. At thu nee of 7H, tho t.rial and. nll its 

unpleasantness wus almost too much for him, us Noble reportedly 

collapsed on tiio witness s l.,nnd. Af tcr the testjmoey, the judge orde-red 

the jury to acquit the Nobles for lack of evidence. Such an experience 

for an ailing artist of 78 mur.t rove had such detrimental affects that 

~even an acquital could not h,1ve undone the dwnacre. 

It is rn1fortun~Lte that his obituary, two years luter, lkld to 

mention the cont,rovcr!.ry ovor Lhe "Womanhood of Americn11 monument, 

without exp1uin.ing the otory. It is sadder d:i.ll th.at a droam hu had 

coveted for n\3:... rJ.y forty yeun, ended in such h:i.tt.er disappointment~ 
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A career that bciJun with el,!;!y 011 th1.:: b:.rnlr. ::i of rl. ctreom in South GurctL ncr, 

endod in May of 1938, when Noble cliud at hls heme :i.n \foshJngton. 

He ha.d won 29 of the J2 urt:t:.;L.Lc compotltions ho entered, invented 

two new sculptinc techn:i 'lucr, anu t;j_vcn of Id mself nnd lu.lJ wt,rk to 

lds native st,<:1:..e, and to hi::,. coulllry. 

At his deuth, n momori:il :,ti1-vice w:1s hnlcl r1t the South Go.rdinor 

Congreea tional Church. Snme .South Gard i.r c r re ::d.<lent:J remember the 

service und th:,.t 't!illlnm 'iul(or n1.trdincr, tlwn <1ovonor of Mn:ine, g·tvo 

tho memorial ud,· t·csn. flc W::t8 ·.,uried in t·•'.cunt hopB Ccinetury, .in uu 

unmarked grave. l t ::.ieems unjust th::i.t he ~.!:(,,tld uo hr·r,otten, after. all 

tht.\t he contribuLcd. His n:.1mu ~:ill never b c,.1n10 us fo.1ncu:J a~: it '--'a.:, in 

his dny. It would be ap11r-01-ri·1t..H, thour:h, if more people in hi.s nutivo 

stute could look ut the statue on Lhe:L!' :..,Ll;J,o lloi'.";c dorne, urnl iw.ow t:10 

name of the mun who so unr.eJ. f :i.shly guvo it. 

Gay M. Gro.nt 
8) Riverview Drivo 
South Gnrdinor, Maine 04359 
582-5882 

I 
•~•••~-,1•,'"1'1,,r ,~• 'Y't•t W'l''ll'.,. 0"1't'f"';""f'J'I"' 



Sarah C. Diamond 
Legislative Administrative Director 

MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 
Augusta, Maine 04333 

TO: Legislative Council Members 

September 30, 1983 

RE: FOLLOW UP TO SEPTEMBER 26th COUNCIL MEETING 

Pursuant to the discussion at the Council meeting, 
Rod Scribner sent over a revised letter regarding the 
request for a donation to honor w. Clark Noble. A 
copy of that letter is attached for your information 

SCD/ efb 



STATE OF MAINE 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

STATE HOUSE STATION 78 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333 

207-289·3446 

September 23, 1983 

Senator Charles Pray, Chairman 
Legislative Council 
State House 
~ugusta, Maine 04333 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I have asked to meet with you on Friday in order to respectfully 
request a $250 contribution from the Legislative account to assist in 
honoring one of Maine 1 s most noted citizens. 

The Committee To Honor W. Clark Noble has requested that the state 
donate the sum of $500 to be used toward the purchase and erection of 
a suitable marker and plaque for the late Mr. Noble 1 s grave. Born in 
Gardiner, Maine, W. Clark Noble was a world renowned sculptor and 
artist. He created, and then donated to the state, the 11 Lady of Wisdom 11 

statue which adorns the State House dome. The state Legislature did 
not raise the monies to pay Noble for his work of art, he donated the 
statue to the state. Mr. Noble is buried in a plot at the Mount Hope 
Cemetery in South Gardiner. The grave bears no identification recognizing 
this man except for a funeral director 1 s marker. 

Representative Thomas Kilcoyne, Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Committee to Honor W. Clark Noble, has asked me for advice concerning 
the most feasible approach to take in order to obtain the requested 
donation from the state. It is my opinion that if the Council were to 
provide $250 the Executive Department would provide the other $250. 
As the rationale behind making such a contribution would be so closely 
tied to Mr. Noble 1 s generous gift to the people of this state, I do 
not believe that making the contribution which has been requested would 
be in any way precedent setting. It would seem to me that granting 
this request to assist in properly recognizing Mr. Noble's works would 
be an appropriate gesture in view of his legacy to the State of Maine 
and its citizens. 

Your consideration of this request is greatly appreciated. 

Warmest personal regards, 

RLS/df 

Yours truly, 
7,,/] /} 
;;2,,/} .! ,o 

/ t.,,{rp( /(;~ 
Rodney L. Scribner 
Commissioner 



Sarah C. Diamond 
Legislative Administrative Director 

MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 
Augusta, Maine 04333 

DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
to 

Legislative Council 
September 22, 1983 

APPROVAL OF MERIT INCREASES 

Office of Legislative Research 

Diane King, Legislative Research Technician I 
$11,534.12 to $11,935.04 

Theresa M. Bilodeau, Legislative Research Technician I 
$11,935.04 to $12,359.88 

Joan M. Gagne, Legislative Research Technician I 
$12,359.88 to $12,854.92 

Judy A. O'Brien, Legislative Research Technician II 
$15,921.36 to $16,581.76 

Brian Blaisdell, Assistant Director 
$29,385.72 to $30,821.96 

Office of Legislative Assistants 

Edward Potter, Legislative Assistant 
$25,679.16 to $26,818.48 

APPROVAL OF OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL 

Annual Meeting, Data Retrieval Users Group 
Atlanta, Georgia - September 20-22, 1983 

Polly Gosselin 
Office of Legislative Research .... . . . 

Est. Cost 

$550.00 


