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September' 12, 1973 

TO: 1'1embers of the 1C6th Legislature 

FRQT11: Legislrctive Council- Chairman, Larry Eo Simpson 

SUBJECT: Activities of Legislative Council, Present Ro). e of 
LP.gis1c1ti ve Staff, Pol icy for Joir.t Standing Cammi ttees 
and Status of Study Orders. 

The Legislative Council has sdheduled its regular meeting 

day for the third. Wednesday of each month at 10:00 aom• in the 

Legislative Council Chamber which is the old Executive Counc i1 

room. 

Pre:sently we have assigned a considerable number of studies 

to some of the Joint Standing Committees. These studies reault ed 

f:::-om the study orders presented to the regular session of the 

lo6th Maine Legislature. A copy of all action on these study 

orders to date is enclosed. 

We have a subcommittee which is studying the organizational 

structure and function of the Legislature and the different people 

assigned to it. We would appreciate any suggestions you might 

have pertaining to this subjecto 

We are also preparing cuide lines and policy to be used by· 

the Joint Standing Committees either when the Legislature is in, 

or out of, session. 

The Legi.sl;-1tive Council has taken no action on a permanent 

Legislative Administrative Director 0r Constituent Services 

Officer. This is part of our subcommittPe study. We have 

been active in seeking solutions for more efficiency in our 

operat.:ion c1nd a better coordination of r1etivities within the 

fr2.mP of our oneration·. I Jincert)1y hope you will co:nrnunicate 

your thoud1 t,s to us pertain.inc; to any areas which you feel we 



should devote more attention to. 

During the time between sessions the Legislative Staff 

is assisting in the studies assigned by the Council to the 

Joint Standing Committees on a project basis. That is, staff 

members are not assigned directly to a comrl"tittee to carry out 

general committee assignments but are working en study projects 

in their particular areas of expertise under the direction of 

a particular committee. All staff members have assignments 

from more than one committee. For this reason, committee 

chai.rm.en and members should not assume that staff members are 

available for ongoing committee business as they were during 

the session. 

Staff members are avai.lable, as during the s·ession, to 

carry out research projects of a limited scope or to provide 

information for individual legislators. Requests for assistance 

on these Umited matters should be made either to the staff person 

you have in mind or to Suzanne Havens, who is supervising staff 

assignments. Please use the incoming 't!ATS Line ( 800 ... 452-8795) 

if trying to contact staff members by telephone (Extension 2h86). 

Research projects of a larger scope should be proposed in writing 

to the Legislative Council. 

Because of thR nature of the· spP.cial session, any requests 

for bill drafting should bE: rnade directly to the Legislative 

Council. 

Legislative staff members are nqt autho!'"ized to give out 

informati'.)n_, w,mos, etc., either concerned wit,h Legislative 

Council activities or dorm at the request of the Legislative 

Council-• All information rnquests concerning Legislative CouncH 



activities should be made to Louise Giroux of the Legislative 

Research Staff (289-2101) who is acting as secretary for the 

Legislative Council. 

Correspondence to the Counc i1 may be directed to the 

chairman or Mrs. Louise Giroux, Legislative Research Office, 

State House, Augusta, 04330. 



TO: Members of the 106th Legislature 

FR0~1: Le;;is lntive Cottnci 1 

RE: Ler,islative Studies 

DATE: August 30, 1973 

As of A11gust 30, the following studies have been assj_tned to 
comnli.ttees or otherwise a.s indicated. 

1. Excise Tax Stru~ture 
·H.P. # 878 no committee -· assiened to staff 

2. 

3. 

Personnel Laws 
H.P. f} 1388 State Government Committee 

Hanner and ·Costs of Processing Claims 
ii.P. {,!1469 Legal Affairs Committee 

Telecommunications 
S.P. 1:! f05 Public Utilities Committee 

5. Evaluation of l1aine I s Disaster Contingency Plans • 
H.P. iff 1496 no com;nittee - assigned to staff 

60 Study of Village Corporations 
S.P. if 647 Legal Affairs Committee 

• 7. Consumer Credit Code 
H.P. ift 1551 Business Legislation Comm~ttee 

·s. Com.71uter-type Tickets for Maine Turnpike 
S.P. 1ft 649 Transp_ort.ation Cormnittee 

9. Subject matter of Bill, "An Act to Amend the Site Location 
of Development Act." (H.P. 1375 - L.D. 1831) 
S.P. ll 655 Natural Resources Committee 
(Study to be combined with that of H.P. # 1608 - see 112 b~low) 

10. Review and Evaluation of State Iiudg.et Appropriations 
H.P. 1! 1567 Appropriations Committee 

11. No-fault Insurance 
S. P. {f 663 Business Legi.s lat ion Commit tee 

12. Study of Environ~ental Laws 
H.P. {f 1608 Natural Resources Committee 
(To be co:nbined with /,ff) above) 

~ 



13. Forest Practices Act (H.P. i301 - L.D. 1757) 
H.P. ff 1619 Natural Resources Com:nittee 

14. Subject ~:atter of S.P. 406 - L.D, 1208, and H.P. 1397 - L.D. 1808, 
S.P. # 675 Labor Com.~ittee 

15. Subject ~attcr of H.P. 1377 - L.D. 1833 
H.P. {/: 1626 Appropriations Corrmlittee 

... •· 
16, Relative to a Special Corrunission on Acupuncture 

17. 

18. 

H.P. {/: 1629 no corrn1ittee - assigned to staff 
(The· staff h_os at this point been asked to find answers to 
preliminary questions on ~his subject 2nd report back to the Council) 

The Haine Housing Authority 
S.P.{i687 

Maine St~te Retirement System 
H.P. {; ,138 7 

State Government Comnlittee 

Veterans and Ret:i.rement Com.1littee 

19. Trespass on Certain Lands Surrounding Lakes and Other Bodies of Water 
(H.I< l159 - L.D. 614) ,··'.'.· 
H.P. ffa 1634 Judidary Corr.mittee 

20, Post-secondary educational services by the University of Maine 

21. 

S.P. lft 688 Education Corrm1ittce •. 
(Study to be combined with that of S.P. {J' 69.9 - see {/25 below) 

Proposals Involving Prison and ,Parole Reform (L,D.s 473, 1153-/ 
1156, 1262, 1416, 1422, 1730, 1749, 1752 and 1840) ~ 
S.P. 'If 690 Judiciary Committee 

22. Funding of Maine Law Enforcement Academy (H.P. 1575 - L.D. 2004) 
H.P. ;'J: 1636 State Government Cornmittee 

23, ·prescription Drugs 
H.P. ;'/: 1642 Appropriations Committee 

2~. Petition Process Under the Constitution 
H.P. ;'; 1644 • Judiciary Committee 

25. The University of Maine at Portland-Gorham 
S.P, ft 699 • Education Cor;rnittee 
(Study t_Q be. combined. with that of S.P.f.f683, see if20 above) 

" 

26, Operat5.ons and ProccduL"es Employed by the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages 
S. P. {.f 698 Liquor Control Commit tee 

27, U::o order) 
Study of future impact of Educational Funding La~s 

Appropriations Corrmit tee 
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As indicated, the follm,,ing stud:; ordc!rs h~ve been tabled, tab1ec1 
tmnssi[;n;•d, or a1·c not to be stl.tcliccl, 

L 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

Subject matter of L.D. Nos, 87, 107, 119, 147, 181, 243, 482, 57~, 
671, and· 706. (Additional Motor Vehicles Offices) 
S,P. I 604 Not to be studied 

·subject matter of "An Act to Register and License Dispensing Opticians. 
(H,P, 1233 - L.D. 1610) 
H.P. If: 1536 Tabled unassigned 

Subject matter of H.P,1115 - L.D. 1~51; S.P. 464 - L.D. 1495;, 
H.P. 1291 - L,L), 1679; and lI.P. 1357 - L.D. 1813. (Consumer"-, 
members on Boards and Ccrnrnissions) --- ., 

H.P. I 1534 Not to be studied 

Establishment of Data Processing Center 
H.P.# 1535 Tabled unassigned 

Health l·fai\1tenance Organizations 
H.P.# 1541 Tabled unassigned 

Needs and Health Care for Retarded.People of Maine 
S.P~ # 641 Tabled unassigned 

7. Advisory .Co~mittees assistint Departments of Mental Health and. 
Corrections and Health and W~lfare 
H.P. # 1542 Tabled unassigned 

8. Financing of Certain Bond Issues (L.D.s 211, 639, 1502, and 1744) 
S.P. # 650 Not to be studied 

9. Harketine and Distributing Gas and on in Haine 
H.P. I 1569 Tabled unassigned 

10 . . Examinations by Joint Standing Committees on Education, Health and 
Institutional Services and Transportation 
H.P. 657 Tabled unassign~d 

11. Costs and Benefits of the Liquor Busine·ss in Haine 
.H.P. #1598 Not to.be studied 

12. Fcnsibi.lity of Law Coursco to Legislators 
H.P. :;7 1601 Not to be studied 
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13. Existinr; R02,ulations and Guidelines Relative to Local School 
Construction and Transportation 
S.P. # 689 • Not to be studied 

14. Collection of State Income Tax by the Federal Government 
H.P.# 1637 Not to be studied 

15. Central Co;nputer Services 
H.P. J' 

1r 1638 Tabled unassigned 

16. Ha:i.nc Development Act ,, 

.s. p. {/ 693 Not to be studied 

17. Special Commission on tax laws 
S.P. # 694 Not to be.studied 

18. County Govcrrunent 
S.P. :ff 696 

19. Policy-making by students 
H.P.# 1643 

Not to be studied 

Not ~o be sttidied 

; 
,,: 


