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SECON D  REG ULAR  SESS I ON  -  2 0 2 3  RESOLVE,  C.  1 5 8  

1819 

CHAPTER 157 

S.P. 876 - L.D. 2083 

Resolve, Directing the 
Department of Health and 

Human Services to Establish a 
Stakeholder Group to Study 
Timely Access to Psychiatric 

Medication Management 
Services Across the State 

Sec. 1.  Department of Health and Human 
Services to establish stakeholder group to study 
timely access to psychiatric medication man-
agement services across the State. Resolved:  
That the Department of Health and Human Services 
shall convene a stakeholder group to study access to 
psychiatric medication management services across the 
State. The study must examine: 

1.  The availability of psychiatric medication man-
agement services across the State, including a review of 
geographic and other disparities in accessing psychiat-
ric medication management services; 

2.  The availability of psychiatric nurse practition-
ers to provide psychiatric medication management ser-
vices; and 

3.  Challenges to sustaining and expanding the psy-
chiatric nurse practitioner workforce, including an ex-
amination of educational opportunities, financial sup-
port for the education of nurse practitioners and the 
availability of nurse educators to train nurse practition-
ers. 

The department shall include in the stakeholder 
group psychiatric nurse practitioners who currently de-
liver psychiatric medication management services, phy-
sicians who currently deliver psychiatric medication 
management services, consumers and family members 
of consumers of medication management services, ad-
vocates for mental health services, experts in increasing 
the mental health workforce, representatives of the De-
partment of Labor, representatives of the Finance Au-
thority of Maine, representatives of educational institu-
tions that train psychiatric nurse practitioners and rep-
resentatives of professional associations for psychiatric 
nurse practitioners. 

Sec. 2. Report. Resolved: That the Department 
of Health and Human Services shall report to the joint 
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdic-
tion over health and human services matters no later 
than February 1, 2025 on the study under section 1. The 
joint standing committee may report out legislation re-
lated to the report to the 132nd Legislature in 2025. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 158 

H.P. 268 - L.D. 435 

Resolve, to Require the 
Department of Health and 

Human Services to Report on 
Children's Residential 

Treatment Services and 
Implementation of the 
Department's Strategic 
Priorities for Children's 

Behavioral Health Services 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, children continue to wait for behavioral 
health care services within the State; and 

Whereas, many children are receiving behavioral 
health care services outside the State; and 

Whereas, Maine needs solutions to this problem 
immediately to address waiting lists and ensure that the 
State is in compliance with federal requirements; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation 
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 
be it 

Sec. 1. Department of Health and Human 
Services to study children's residential treat-
ment services. Resolved:  That the Department of 
Health and Human Services, referred to in this resolve 
as "the department," shall review the relevant data and 
conduct an analysis of the capacity, occupancy and 
availability of and access to children's residential treat-
ment services within the State, as well as the residential 
treatment services located outside of the State that are 
being provided to children who normally reside in this 
State. 

Sec. 2. Report on children's residential 
treatment services and implementation of stra-
tegic priorities for children's behavioral health 
services developed by Department of Health 
and Human Services. Resolved:  That, by January 
2, 2025, the department shall submit to the joint stand-
ing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction 
over health and human services matters a report consist-
ing of: 

1.  A summary of the data and results of the analy-
sis of children's residential treatment services as di-
rected by section 1;  

2.  A summary of the department's progress in im-
plementing the strategic priorities developed in 2019 to 




