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persons who own homes with spare rooms to adults in 
need of affordable housing.  The Maine State Housing 
Authority may partner with organizations such as, but 
not limited to, area agencies on aging, AARP Maine, 
the Maine Council on Aging and the EqualityMaine 
Network for Older Adults to promote the program.  For 
the purposes of this resolve, "older person" has the same 
meaning as "aging, elderly or older person" in the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 5104, subsec-
tion 1-B. 

Sec. 2.  Maine State Housing Authority to 
issue request for proposals.  Resolved:  That the 
Maine State Housing Authority shall issue a request for 
proposals for a vendor to provide a digital-based service 
for matching older persons who own homes with spare 
rooms to adults in need of affordable housing.  The ven-
dor must: 

1.  Assist hosts and renters over the phone, through 
a text chat function or by video; 

2.  Collect and process rental payments from 
renters and distribute payments to hosts in a timely 
manner; 

3.  Protect the private information and data of hosts 
and renters; 

4.  Conduct background checks on hosts and 
renters, including contacting at least 2 references for a 
host and for a renter; 

5.  Acquire from renters employment verification 
or proof of school enrollment; and 

6.  Review and process all applications. 
The request for proposals must favor proposals that 

provide value in services delivered, equity and impar-
tiality in its processes, compliance with federal and state 
laws and privacy protections for hosts and renters. 

Sec. 3.  Report.  Resolved:  That, no later than 
January 1, 2025, the Maine State Housing Authority 
shall submit a report on the program detailing the effec-
tiveness of matching older persons who own homes 
with spare rooms to adults in need of affordable hous-
ing, testimonials from hosts and renters and other rele-
vant findings to the joint standing committees of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human 
services matters and labor and housing matters. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 109 
H.P. 486 - L.D. 797 

Resolve, to Authorize the 
Conveyance of Real Property 

to the Capitol Area Recreation 
Association 

Preamble.  The Constitution of Maine, Article 
IX, Section 23 requires that real estate held by the State 
for conservation or recreation purposes may not be re-
duced or its uses substantially altered except on the vote 
of 2/3 of all members elected to each House. 

Whereas,  the Capitol Area Recreation Associa-
tion holds a lease from the Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Parks and Lands 
on approximately 60 acres of nonreserved public lands 
in Augusta, Kennebec County, Maine for the purpose 
of nonprofit recreational uses; and 

Whereas, the Capitol Area Recreation Associa-
tion has significant investments in development of the 
leased premises for baseball, softball, soccer, lacrosse, 
horseshoes and other recreational uses and has re-
quested that the Bureau of Parks and Lands convey to 
the Capitol Area Recreation Association fee title of the 
leased premises; and 

Whereas, the Bureau of Parks and Lands receives 
no revenue from the lease and conveying the fee title 
will reduce the cost and burden of administrative over-
sight of the lease; and 

Whereas, the Viles Arboretum leases from the 
Bureau of Parks and Lands an adjacent parcel of nonre-
served public lands for the purpose of conservation, en-
vironmental education and nature-based recreation; and 

Whereas, the Viles Arboretum wishes to limit im-
pacts, such as noise and lighting, on the values and use 
of the Viles Arboretum leased premises; and 

Whereas,  the Bureau of Parks and Lands owns, 
but does not maintain, Piggery Road, which is a critical 
access route for the Capitol Area Recreation Associa-
tion; and 

Whereas, Piggery Road presently divides the 
Capitol Area Recreation Association leased premises 
from the Viles Arboretum leased premises and Piggery 
Road also provides access to the Viles Arboretum 
leased premises; and 

Whereas, the Department of the Secretary of 
State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles has management re-
sponsibility for the nonreserved public lands westerly 
of the Capitol Area Recreation Association lease and 
northerly of Piggery Road and maintains a parking lot 
directly adjacent to the leased area; and 

Whereas, the Director of the Bureau of Parks and 
Lands within the Department of Agriculture, Conserva-
tion and Forestry may sell or exchange lands with the 
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approval of the Legislature in accordance with the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, sections 1814, 1837 
and 1851; now, therefore, be it 

Sec. 1.  Director of Bureau of Parks and 
Lands directed to convey certain land used for 
community recreation areas along Piggery 
Road in Augusta, Maine. Resolved: That the Di-
rector of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the De-
partment of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 
shall convey by quitclaim deed with restrictive servi-
tudes to the Capitol Area Recreation Association for $1 
on or before July 1, 2024 all of the State's interest in a 
parcel of land in Augusta, Maine comprising playing 
fields and other community recreation areas along Pig-
gery Road, which is currently the subject of a lease be-
tween the Bureau of Parks and Lands and the Capitol 
Area Recreation Association.  The conveyance must in-
clude the portion of Piggery Road owned by the Bureau 
of Parks and Lands subject to the delineation of a 
boundary mutually agreed upon by the Bureau of Parks 
and Lands, the Capitol Area Recreation Association and 
the Viles Arboretum.  The conveyance must be subject 
to the delineation of the westerly boundary mutually 
agreed upon by the Bureau of Parks and Lands, the Cap-
itol Area Recreation Association and the Department of 
the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles. The 
Bureau of Parks and Lands shall consult with the Bu-
reau of Motor Vehicles when delineating the westerly 
boundary of the parcel and may retain a narrow sliver 
of land along the westerly boundary, adjacent to the 
nonreserved public land parcel managed by the Bureau 
of Motor Vehicles, for purposes of buffering the Bureau 
of Motor Vehicles' parking lot on that nonreserved pub-
lic land.  Any land retained to buffer the Bureau of Mo-
tor Vehicles' parking lot must be assigned to the Bureau 
of Motor Vehicles for management in accordance with 
its management of its current nonreserved public land 
parcel. 

The parcel must be conveyed subject to the follow-
ing servitudes. 

1.  The conveyance must reserve an easement over 
Piggery Road for use by the Bureau of Parks and Lands 
and its lessees and contractors for foot and vehicular ac-
cess at all times and for any management purpose. 

2.  The conveyance must reserve an easement over 
Piggery Road for nonmotorized use by the general pub-
lic, including, but not limited to, persons on foot, bicy-
cles or skis, but must allow the parcel owner to gate Pig-
gery Road to prevent seasonal damage to the road or at 
any time as needed for security purposes. 

3.  The conveyance must require that the parcel be 
maintained in perpetuity for recreational use by the pub-
lic and allow the assessment of fees, if any, only as 
needed to cover operating and capital expenses neces-
sary for maintaining the parcel for recreational use by 
the public. 

4.  The conveyance must provide that if the Capitol 
Area Recreation Association ceases to exist or to main-
tain the parcel for recreational use by the public, the par-
cel reverts to the State of Maine, Bureau of Parks and 
Lands and the bureau is obligated to offer the parcel to 
the City of Augusta with all the servitudes listed in sub-
sections 1, 2, 3 and 5.  The conveyance must provide 
that if the City of Augusta declines to accept, the parcel 
remains with the bureau, and if the City of Augusta ac-
cepts but then fails to maintain the parcel for recrea-
tional use by the public, ownership of the parcel must 
revert to the State of Maine, Bureau of Parks and Lands. 

5.  The conveyance must provide that, in recogni-
tion of the historic nature of its name, Piggery Road 
may be renamed only by mutual agreement of the Cap-
itol Area Recreation Association, or the City of Augusta 
if the city acquires the property under subsection 4, the 
Bureau of Parks and Lands and the Viles Arboretum. 

The Capitol Area Recreation Association shall pay 
all costs of conveyance, including, but not limited to, a 
survey of the property boundaries, recording costs and 
legal costs incurred by the Bureau of Parks and Lands. 
A survey to be completed for the parcel including Pig-
gery Road must be referenced in the deed and recorded 
along with the deed. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 110 
H.P. 557 - L.D. 901 

Resolve, to Establish a 
Stakeholder Group to Inform 
the Development of a Farm 

Apprenticeship Pilot Program 
Sec. 1.  Stakeholder group regarding a farm 

apprenticeship pilot program.  Resolved:  That 
the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and 
Forestry shall convene a group of stakeholders includ-
ing, but not limited to, representatives from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry; the 
Department of Labor; the Department of Economic and 
Community Development; the Department of Educa-
tion; educational institutions, particularly public and 
private postsecondary institutions; statewide organiza-
tions representing organic farmers and gardeners and 
conventional farmers; a statewide organization that 
works to protect farmland and support farmers; and a 
statewide business association to develop recommenda-
tions for a potential farm apprenticeship pilot program.  
The stakeholder group shall consider existing models 
for farm apprenticeships and solicit input from inter-
ested parties.  The Department of Agriculture, Conser-
vation and Forestry may undertake a survey of existing 
programs within the State and in other states to inform 
the work of the stakeholder group.  The commissioner 
shall report the findings and recommendations of the 




