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SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2023

private and federal funds on at least a one-to-one ba-
sis.

Total $25,000,000

~Sec. 6. Contingent upon ratification of bond
Issue. Sections 1 to 5 do not become effective unless
the people of the State ratify the issuance of the bonds
as set forth in this Act.

Sec. 7. Appropriation balances at year-end.
At the end of each fiscal year, all unencumbered appro-
priation balances representing state money carry for-
ward. Bond proceeds that have not been expended
within 10 years after the date of the sale of the bonds
lapse to the Office of the Treasurer of State to be used
for the retirement of general obligation bonds.

Sec. 8. Bonds authorized but not issued.
Any bonds authorized but not issued within 5 years of
ratification of this Act are deauthorized and may not be
issued, except that the Legislature may, within 2 years
after the expiration of that 5-year period, extend the pe-
riod for issuing any remaining unissued bonds for an
additional amount of time not to exceed 5 years.

Sec. 9. Referendum for ratification; sub-
mission at election; form of question; effective
date. This Act must be submitted to the legal voters of
the State at a statewide election held in the month of
November following passage of this Act. The munici-
pal officers of this State shall notify the inhabitants of
their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet, in
the manner prescribed by law for holding a statewide
election, to vote on the acceptance or rejection of this
Act by voting on the following question:

"Do you favor a bond issue of
$25,000,000 to provide funds, to be
awarded through a competitive pro-
cess and to leverage matching private
and federal funds on at least a one-to-
one basis, for research and develop-
ment and commercialization for
Maine-based public and private insti-
tutions in support of technological in-
novation in the targeted sectors of life
sciences and biomedical technology,
environmental and renewable energy
technology, information technology,
advanced technologies for forestry
and agriculture, aquaculture and ma-
rine technology, composites and ad-
vanced materials and precision man-
ufacturing?"

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation
shall vote by ballot on this question and designate their
choice by a cross or check mark placed within a corre-
sponding square below the word "Yes" or "No." The
ballots must be received, sorted, counted and declared
in open ward, town and plantation meetings and returns
made to the Secretary of State in the same manner as

PUBLIC LAW, C. 656

votes for members of the Legislature. The Governor
shall review the returns. If a majority of the legal votes
are cast in favor of this Act, the Governor shall proclaim
the result without delay and this Act becomes effective
30 days after the date of the proclamation.

The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to
each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and
copies of this Act necessary to carry out the purposes of
this referendum.

Effective pending referendum.

CHAPTER 655
S.P.221-L.D. 504

An Act Regarding Licensing
Fees for Small Slot Machine
Distributors

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 8 MRSA 81018, sub-81, B, as
amended by PL 2005, c. 663, §7, is further amended to
read:

B. The initial application fee for a slot machine
distributor license is $200,000, except that the ini-
tial application fee for a slot machine distributor li-
cense for an applicant that has applied to distribute
fewer than 50 slot machines per location annually
is $50,000. The annual renewal fee is $75,000, ex-
cept that the annual renewal fee for a slot machine
distributor that distributes fewer than 50 slot ma-
chines per location annually is $10,000.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 656
S.P.353-L.D. 794

An Act to Expand the
Membership of the Permanent
Commission on the Status of
Women

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA 87030, as enacted by PL 2009,
c. 191, 81, is amended to read:

§7030. Membership

The commission consists of 17 19 members, in-
cluding # 9 appointed by the Governor, 5 appointed by
the President of the Senate and 5 appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives. In making
these appointments, the Governor, the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
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