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including any proposed statutory changes, to the Joint
Standing Committee on Transportation by January 3,
2024. The committee may report out a bill related to
self-service kiosks to the Second Regular Session of the
131st Legislature.

Sec. 3. Funding. To implement the require-
ments of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, sec-
tion 160, the Secretary of State shall lease 8 self-service
kiosks and may use, including for technology costs to
provide vehicle registration renewal and driver's license
and nondriver identification card renewal and replace-
ment, up to $1,000,000 in available prior year balances
in the Personal Services and All Other line categories in
the Department of the Secretary of State, Administra-
tion - Motor Vehicles program, Highway Fund account
as authorized for this purpose in Public Law 2023, chap-
ter 50, Part B. The funds may be allotted by financial
order upon recommendation of the State Budget Officer
and approval of the Governor.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 420
H.P. 1251 - L.D. 1947

An Act to Amend the Maine
Food Sovereignty Act

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §282, sub-§1, as enacted by
PL 2017, c. 314, §1, is amended to read:

1. Direct producer-to-consumer transaction.
"Direct producer-to-consumer transaction" means a

ing an exchange of food
or food products i

at-the-site-of production-of thesefood
or-food produets directly between a food producer and
a consumer by barter, trade or purchase on the property
or premises owned, leased or rented by the food pro-
ducer; at roadside stands, fundraisers, farmers' markets
and community social events; or through buying clubs,
deliveries or community-supported agriculture pro-
grams, herd-share agreements and other private ar-

rangements.

Sec. 2. 7 MRSA §415, sub-§4, as enacted by
PL 1993, c. 138, §1, is amended to read:

4. Relationship to farmers' market rules. This
section does not prohibit a farmers' market from impos-
ing more stringent requirements on its sellers than those
imposed by subsection 2, paragraph B or an ordinance
adopted pursuant to section 284.

See title page for effective date.
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CHAPTER 421
H.P. 1262 - L.D. 1965

An Act to Authorize the
Secretary of State to Provide a
New General Issue of License

Plates

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA §451, sub-§1-A, as en-
acted by PL 1995, c. 645, Pt. C, §1 and affected by §16,
is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

1-A. New general issue. The Secretary of State
shall provide for a new general issue of registration
plates and shall begin issuing the new plates no later
than May 1, 2025. The Secretary of State shall com-
plete the issuance of new plates before July 31, 2026 to
all vehicles required to obtain new plates.

Sec. 2. 29-A MRSA §451, sub-§4, JA, as en-
acted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt.
B, §5, is amended to read:

A. Registration plates must bear the year of issue
or the last 2 numerals of that year and the word
"Maine" er-the-abbreviation"Me-" in letters of at
least 3/4 inch in height centered at the top of the
registration plate.

Sec. 3. 29-A MRSA §451, sub-§4-A, as en-
acted by PL 1997, c. 311, §1, is repealed and the fol-
lowing enacted in its place:

4-A. New general issue design. Notwithstanding
subsection 4, the design of registration plates issued

pursuant to subsection 1-A is governed by this subsec-
tion.

A. Registration plates must bear the year of issue
or the last 2 numerals of that year and the word
"Maine" in letters of at least 3/4 inch in height cen-
tered at the top of the registration plate.

B. Except on motorcycle plates, registration num-
bers may not be substantially less than 3 inches
high.

C. On registration plates issued for private use and
trucks, the word "Vacationland" must be centered
at the bottom in letters not less than 3/4 inch in
height, except when the Secretary of State deter-
mines that, for other than passenger vehicles, that
space may be used for class codes.

D. A new registration plate must have a buff neu-
tral shaded background that does not interfere with
any identifying characteristics on the plate, a dis-
tinct border and:
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(1) Blue identification numbers and letters, a
representation of an eastern white pine tree and
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a blue star representing the North Star on the
side of the plate; or

(2) Blue identification numbers and letters
with no other features.

E. The Secretary of State shall devise, with the ad-
vice of the joint standing committee of the Legisla-
ture having jurisdiction over transportation matters,
a numbering system suitable for a new general is-
sue of registration plates.

Sec. 4. 29-A MRSA §451, sub-§6, as amended
by PL 1995, c. 645, Pt. C, §3, is further amended to
read:

6. Plates to be manufactured at StatePrison
Bolduc Correctional Facility. The Secretary of State
or the duly designated official in charge of vehicle reg-
istration shall purchase and cause to be installed at the
StatePrisonr Bolduc Correctional Facility the necessary
equipment and materials for the production of all vehi-
cle registration plates used in the State. Only plates that
eannot cannot be produced at the-prisen Bolduc Cor-
rectional Facility and plates for which anticipated de-
mand is below a minimum number determined by the
Secretary of State may be purchased for state use.

The Warden of the State Prison has charge of operations
at the State-Priser Bolduc Correctional Facility relative
to the manufacture of all plates made for the State. The
Warden of the State Prison, with the consent of the Sec-
retary of State, may employ for limited periods of time
a supervisor for the purpose of instructing inmates resi-
dents in the operation of making such plates.

For purposes of this subsection, "resident" means an in-
dividual who resides in the Bolduc Correctional Facil-

ity.

Sec. 5. 29-A MRSA §461, sub-§1, as amended
by PL 2019, c. 352, §1, is further amended to read:

1. Plate issue year. In a year in which new regis-
tration plates are issued, the Secretary of State shall re-
serve untiJuly1tst for one year the same registration
number for the succeeding registration year for a person
who notifies in writing the Secretary of State prier—te
May1st of that person's desire to retain that registration
number. The fee for retention of the same registration
number is $25.

The Secretary of State may issue a facsimile plate that
is valid for a 90-day period during production of a re-
served plate. A facsimile plate must be attached to the
rear plate bracket.

: SO '
15;2 aFegistration ﬁumlbei ;ﬂ"ﬁ be-held flex]a xx;aaﬂmum
| | Lod aeningt 4 tration foe.

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2023

All numbers other than those reserved must-bereleased
and may be issued afterJulytst 6 months after the plate
issue is complete.

Sec. 6. Report on new registration plates.
The Secretary of State shall evaluate how frequently
new registration plates should be issued. By January 15,
2024, the Secretary of State shall report findings and
recommendations, including any proposed legislation,
to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation. The
committee may report out a bill related to the report to
the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.

Sec. 7. Funding. The Secretary of State shall
implement the new general issue of registration plates
under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section
451, subsection 1-A, including project contractor costs;
technology and programming costs; plate material, pro-
duction and manufacturing costs; and mailing costs,
with up to $7,000,000 in available prior year balances
in the Personal Services and All Other line categories in
the Department of the Secretary of State, Administra-
tion - Motor Vehicles program, Highway Fund account
as authorized for this purpose in Public Law 2023, chap-
ter 50, Part B. The funds may be allotted by financial
order upon recommendation of the State Budget Officer
and approval of the Governor.

See title page for effective date.
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CHAPTER 422
S.P.38-L.D. 46

An Act to Amend the Statutory
Balance Limit on the Finance
Authority of Maine's Loan
Insurance Reserves

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §1511, as amended by PL
2011, c. 657, Pt. F, §1, is further amended to read:

§1511. Loan Insurance Reserve

The State Controller may, at the close of each fiscal
year, as the next priority after the transfers authorized
pursuant to section 1507, transfer from the Unappropri-
ated Surplus of the General Fund to the Loan Insurance
Reserve amounts as may be available from time to time,
up to an amount of $1,000,000 per year after the trans-
fers have been made pursuant to section 1507. The bal-
ance of this reserve must be paid to the Finance Author-
ity of Maine if such payment does not cause the balance
in the reserve fund maintained by the authority, when
added to amounts held in the Finance Authority of
Maine Mortgage Insurance Fund that are not committed





