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PUBLIC LAW, C. 343

1. Secretary of State. The Secretary of State shall
review all petitions filed in the Department of the Sec-
retary of State for a people's veto referendum under the
Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part Third, Section
17, or for a direct initiative under the Constitution of
Maine, Article IV, Part Third, Section 18.

The Secretary of State shall determine the validity of
the petition and issue a written decision stating the rea-
sons for the decision within 30 business days from the
date of filing of a written petition in the Department of
the Secretary of State under the Constitution of Maine,
Article IV, Part Third, Section 17 or 18, except as pro-
vided in paragraph A.

A. In an even-numbered general election year, if a
written petition is filed in the Department of the
Secretary of State under the Constitution of Maine,
Article IV, Part Third, Section 17 or 18 within the
30 calendar days preceding the general election or
within the 30 calendar days following the general
election, the Secretary of State shall determine the
validity of the petition and issue a written decision
stating the reasons for the decision within 30 busi-
ness days after the 30th calendar day following the

general election.
The Secretary of State may invalidate a petition if the

Secretary of State is unable to verify the notarization of
that petition.

See title page for effective date.
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withheld by the applicant at the time of the process un-
der section 335. If, upon review, the commissioner de-
termines that any terms or conditions of the approval
have not been met, the commissioner may take enforce-
ment action consistent with subsection 3 and other ap-
plicable provisions of this Act.

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §335, sub-§1, 9D, as
amended by PL 2011, c. 424, Pt. B, §15 and affected by
Pt. E, §1, is further amended to read:

D. Does not result in inappropriate increases in ser-
vice utilization, according to the principles of
evidence-based medicine adopted by the Maine
Quality Forum, as established in Title 24-A, sec-
tion 6951, when the principles adopted by the
Maine Quality Forum are directly applicable to the
application; ané

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §335, sub-§1, JF, as enacted
by PL 2011, c. 424, Pt. B, §15 and affected Pt. E, §1, is
amended to read:

F. In the case of a nursing facility project that pro-
poses to add new nursing facility beds to the inven-
tory of nursing facility beds within the State, is con-
sistent with the nursing facility MaineCare funding
pool and other applicable provisions of sections
333-A and 334-A:; and

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §335, sub-§1, G is enacted

to read:

G. In the case of a project requiring a certificate of

CHAPTER 343
H.P. 168 - L.D. 263

An Act to Ensure Access to
Family Planning Services

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §332, sub-§1, as enacted by
PL 2007, c. 440, §7, is amended to read:

1. Subsequent review following approval. When
the commissioner has approved an application filed un-
conditionally or subject to conditions pursuant to sec-
tion 335, subsection 8, the commissioner may conduct
a subsequent review to ensure compliance with any
terms or conditions of approval within 3 years after the
approved activity is undertaken. The 3-year time limi-
tation does not apply to a subsequent review to ensure
that the requirement set forth in section 335, subsection
1, paragraph G continues to be met. In this any subse-
quent review, the commissioner may hold a public hear-
ing and may consider any material or significant
changes in factors or circumstances relied upon by the
commissioner in approving the application and signifi-
cant and relevant information that either is new or was
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need pursuant to section 329, subsection 1 or sec-
tion 329, subsection 4-A, paragraph B, will not
cause a reduction in access to, geographic proxim-
ity of, timeliness of or quality of any family plan-
ning services, as defined in section 1902, subsec-
tion 4, or any abortion services, except that the

commissioner may approve a project that will
cause such a reduction if the commissioner finds:

(1) That the project is economically and finan-

cially feasible only if an obstetrical care ser-
vice is closed or reduced in capacity; and

(2) After considering all reasonable alterna-
tives, that access to other health care services
will be substantially reduced if the project is

not approved.

Sec. 5. 22 MRSA §335, sub-§5-A, H, as en-
acted by PL 2007, c. 440, §18, is amended to read:

H. Except with regard to a project related to nurs-
ing facility services, a written assessment by the
Director of the Maine Center for Disease Control
and Prevention of the impact of the project on the
health of Maine-eitizens persons living in the State,
including without limitation an assessment of the
impact of the project on access to, geographic prox-
imity of, timeliness of and quality of any family
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planning services, as defined in section 1902, sub-
section 4, and any abortion services; and

Sec. 6. 22 MRSA §336, sub-§3, as amended by
PL 2011, c. 6438, §12, is further amended by enacting at
the end a new blocked paragraph to read:

The commissioner may not find that a project primarily
involves day-to-day operation of the facility in its cur-

rent form if the commissioner finds that the project
would result in a reduction of access to, geographic
proximity of, timeliness of or quality of any family
planning services, as defined in section 1902, subsec-

tion 4, or any abortion services unless the commissioner
determines that the exceptions described in section 335,

subsection 1, paragraph G are met.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 344
S.P. 236 - L.D. 565

An Act to Improve Maine's
System for Protecting Sixth
Amendment Rights

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 4 MRSA §1804, sub-§2, as amended by
PL 2021, c. 720, §1, is further amended to read:

2. Standards Rulemaking. The commission shall

adopt rules governing the delivery of

indigent legal services;-inelading by assigned counsel,

contract counsel and public defenders. The rules
adopted by the commission must include:

A. Standards governing eligibility for indigent le-
gal services. The eligibility standards must take
into account the possibility of a defendant's or civil
party's ability to make periodic installment pay-
ments toward counsel fees and the cost of private
legal services in the relevant geographic area;

B. Standards prescribing minimum experience,
training and other qualifications for contract coun-
sel and, assigned counsel and public defenders;

C. Standards for assigned counsel and, contract
counsel and public defender case loads;

D. Standards for the evaluation of assigned coun-
sel and, contract counsel and public defenders. The
commission shall review the standards developed
pursuant to this paragraph at least every 5 years, or
earlier upon the earlier recommendation of the ex-
ecutive director;

E. Standards for independent, guality high-quality
and efficient representation of clients whose cases
present conflicts of interest;
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F. Standards for the reimbursement of expenses in-
curred by assigned counsel and, contract counsel
and public defenders, including attendance at train-
ing events provided by the commission; and

G. Other standards considered necessary and ap-
propriate to ensure the delivery of adequate indi-
gent legal services.

Sec. 2. 4 MRSA §1804, sub-§3, 9A, as
amended by PL 2021, c. 481, §1, is further amended to
read:

A. Develop and maintain a system that may-em-
pley-atterneys;-use employs public defenders, uses
appointed private attorneys and eentraet contracts
with individual attorneys or groups of attorneys.
The commission shall consider other programs
necessary to provide quality and efficient indigent
legal services;

Sec. 3. 4 MRSA §1804, sub-§3, JF, as enacted
by PL 2009, c. 419, §2, is amended to read:

F. Establish rates of compensation for assigned
counsel and contract counsel;

Sec. 4. 4 MRSA §1804, sub-§3, 4G, as en-
acted by PL 2009, c. 419, §2, is amended to read:

G. Establish a method for accurately tracking and,
monitoring and enforcing case leads—ef load stan-
dards for assigned counsel and, contract counsel
and public defenders;

Sec. 5. 4 MRSA §1804, sub-§3, qH, as
amended by PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. UUUU, §4, is further
amended by amending subparagraph (1) to read:

(1) An evaluation of: contracts; services pro-
vided by contract counsel and, assigned coun-
sel and public defenders; any contracted pro-
fessional services; and cost containment
measures; and

Sec. 6. 4 MRSA §1806, sub-§4 is enacted to

read:

4. Rules of professional conduct. Nothing in this
section prohibits the executive director or the executive

director's designee from reporting potential profes-
sional misconduct under the Maine Rules of Profes-
sional Conduct to the Board of Overseers of the Bar or
from disclosing information and records related to po-
tential professional misconduct to the board.

Sec. 7. 30-A MRSA §1662, sub-§3, as enacted
by PL 2017, c. 214, §2, is amended to read:

3. Pretrial detention. Beginning November1;
20+7-a A county jail or regional jail shall report twice
per month to the Unified Criminal Docket in the judicial
region in which the jail is located and to the Maine

Commission on Indigent Legal Services on the pretrial






