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Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §15202, sub-§3-A is enacted 
to read: 

3-A.  Construction hoist.  "Construction hoist" 
means a hoist that is not an integral part of a building or 
structure; is installed inside or outside the building or 
structure during the construction, alteration or demoli-
tion of the building or structure; and is used to raise and 
lower workers, other personnel and materials.  "Con-
struction hoist" does not include: 

A.  An elevator that is temporarily installed in a 
hoistway during the construction of a building or 
structure and that incorporates a part of a perma-
nent elevator that will be installed later; 
B.  A hoist for raising and lowering materials that 
is not designed to carry workers or other personnel; 
C.  A manlift that operates through a counterbal-
ance mechanism or through the use of a continuous 
belt; 
D.  A mine hoist; 
E.  A wire rope hoist, whether guided or unguided; 
or  
F.  A transport platform. 
Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §15202, sub-§3-B is enacted 

to read: 
3-B.  Construction hoist operator.  "Construction 

hoist operator" means a person who operates or is re-
sponsible for the operation of a construction hoist. 

Sec. 3.  32 MRSA §15230 is enacted to read: 
§15230.  Construction hoist operators; rules 

The director shall adopt rules regarding the proper 
operation of construction hoists and training require-
ments for construction hoist operators.  After adoption 
of the rules, a person may not operate a construction 
hoist except as in accordance with the rules adopted by 
the director.  Rules adopted under this section are rou-
tine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, 
subchapter 2-A. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 327 
H.P. 1102 - L.D. 1713 

An Act to Update Electrical 
Education and Other Licensure 
Requirements for Electricians 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §1202-A, as amended by PL 
2019, c. 261, §1 and c. 503, Pt. B, §1, is repealed. 

Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §1202-B is enacted to read: 

§1202-B.  Issuance and scope of licenses 
A person licensed under this chapter must produce 

a copy of the license upon request of the state electrical 
inspector. 

The board may adopt rules to carry out the purposes 
of this section.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section 
are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 
375, subchapter 2-A. 

1.  Apprentice electrician.  Licensing for an ap-
prentice electrician is governed by this subsection.  

A.  An apprentice electrician who is licensed in  
accordance with this subsection and registered with 
an apprenticeship program may perform electrical 
installations under the direct supervision of a mas-
ter electrician, journeyman electrician or limited 
electrician.  
B.  The board may issue an apprentice electrician 
license to an individual who submits an application 
with the required fee and provides evidence of en-
rollment in a registered apprenticeship program 
that has been approved and validated by the United 
States Department of Labor, Employment and 
Training Administration, Office of Apprenticeship 
or by a State Apprenticeship Agency recognized by 
the Office of Apprenticeship.  
2.  Helper electrician.  Licensing for a helper elec-

trician is governed by this subsection. 
A.  A helper electrician who is licensed in accor-
dance with this subsection may make electrical in-
stallations under the direct supervision of a master 
electrician, journeyman electrician or limited elec-
trician.  A helper electrician must be employed by 
a supervising master electrician, limited electrician 
or electrical company. 
B.  The board may issue a helper electrician license 
to an individual who submits an application with 
the required fee.  
3.  Journeyman-in-training electrician.  Licens-

ing for a journeyman-in-training electrician is governed 
by this subsection. 

A.  A journeyman-in-training electrician may make 
electrical installations while employed by a super-
vising master electrician, limited electrician or 
electrical company.  A journeyman-in-training 
electrician may not supervise other electricians. 
B.  An applicant for a journeyman-in-training li-
cense must first pass an examination approved by 
the board.  To qualify for the examination, an ap-
plicant must submit an examination application 
with the required fee and provide evidence of one 
of the following:  

(1)  Completion of at least 2,000 work hours in 
the field of electrical installations as a licensed 
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helper electrician and an electrical program at 
an accredited community college consisting of 
a 576-hour course of study as adopted by the 
board; 
(2)  Completion of at least 6,000 work hours in 
the field of electrical installations as a licensed 
apprentice electrician and a 576-hour course of 
study as adopted by the board or a course of 
study approved by the United States Depart-
ment of Labor, Employment and Training Ad-
ministration, Office of Apprenticeship or by a 
state apprenticeship agency recognized by the 
Office of Apprenticeship; 
(3)  Completion of at least 2,000 work hours in 
the field of electrical installations as a licensed 
helper electrician and a vocational-electrical 
program of a state department of corrections; 
or 
(4)  Comparable work experience, education 
or training, or any combination of comparable 
work experience, education or training, com-
pleted within the State or outside the State, that 
is acceptable to the board.  

C.  Upon passage of the examination, the board 
may issue the journeyman-in-training license to an 
applicant who submits a license application with 
the required fee and evidence of completion of a 
45-hour course in the National Electrical Code 
within the 2 years prior to application for licensure.  
4.  Journeyman electrician.  Licensing for a jour-

neyman electrician is governed by this subsection. 
A.  A journeyman electrician may make electrical 
installations while employed by a supervising mas-
ter electrician, limited electrician or electrical com-
pany.  A person licensed under this subsection may 
supervise: 

(1)  Two helper electricians who are enrolled 
in, or have completed, a 576-hour course of 
study as adopted by the board; 
(2)  Two apprentice electricians; or 
(3)  One helper electrician. 

B.  An applicant for a journeyman electrician li-
cense must first pass an examination approved by 
the board.  To qualify for the examination, an ap-
plicant must submit an examination application 
with the required fee and provide evidence of one 
of the following: 

(1)  Completion of at least 8,000 work hours in 
electrical installations as a licensed apprentice 
electrician and completion of a 576-hour 
course of study as adopted by the board or a 
course of study approved by the United States 
Department of Labor, Employment and Train-
ing Administration, Office of Apprenticeship 

or by a state apprenticeship agency recognized 
by the Office of Apprenticeship.  
An individual applying pursuant to this sub-
paragraph who has completed a 576-hour 
course of study adopted by the board or a 
course of study approved by the United States 
Department of Labor, Employment and Train-
ing Administration, Office of Apprenticeship 
or by a state apprenticeship agency recognized 
by the Office of Apprenticeship and at least 
4,000 of the 8,000 required work hours in the 
field of electrical installations as a licensed ap-
prentice electrician may take the examination 
prior to completing the remaining required 
work hours; 
(2)  Completion of at least 8,000 work hours in 
the field of electrical installations as a licensed 
helper electrician or completion of at least 
8,000 work hours in electrical installations as 
permitted under this chapter and completion of 
a 576-hour course of study as adopted by the 
board; 
(3)  Completion of a secondary school career 
and technical education electrical program ap-
proved pursuant to Title 20-A, section 8306-B 
and completion of at least 8,000 work hours in 
the field of electrical installations.  An individ-
ual applying pursuant to this subparagraph 
may take the examination upon graduating 
from the program and is credited 1,000 work 
hours in the field of electrical installations.  
The individual must complete any remaining 
work hours prior to applying for a journeyman 
electrician license;  
(4)  Completion of an electrical program at an 
accredited community college consisting of a 
576-hour course of study as adopted by the 
board and completion of at least 8,000 work 
hours in the field of electrical installations as a 
licensed helper electrician.  An individual ap-
plying pursuant to this subparagraph may take 
the examination upon completion of the elec-
trical program and is credited 4,000 work 
hours in the field of electrical installations.  
The individual must complete any remaining 
work hours prior to applying for a journeyman 
license; 
(5)  Completion of a vocational-electrical pro-
gram of a state department of corrections and 
completion of at least 8,000 work hours in the 
field of electrical installations as a licensed 
helper electrician.  An individual applying pur-
suant to this subparagraph may take the exam-
ination upon completion of the vocational-
electrical program and is credited 4,000 work 
hours in the field of electrical installations.  
The individual must complete any remaining 
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work hours prior to applying for a journeyman 
license; or 
(6)  Comparable work experience, education 
or training, or a combination of comparable 
work experience, education or training, com-
pleted within the State or outside the State, that 
is acceptable to the board.   

C.  Upon passage of the examination, the board 
may issue the journeyman license to an individual 
who submits a license application with the required 
fee, demonstrates proof of any required work hours 
in the field of electrical installations and provides 
evidence of completion of a 45-hour course in the 
National Electrical Code within the 2 years prior to 
application for licensure. 
5.  Master electrician.  Licensing for a master 

electrician is governed by this subsection. 
A.  A master electrician may make electrical instal-
lations without limitation.  A master electrician is 
responsible for verifying the current licensure of all 
of that master electrician's employees, if licensure 
is applicable, prior to and during employment.  A 
master electrician is responsible for any electrical 
installation that master electrician performs and for 
the electrical installations of individuals that master 
electrician supervises at the time of the electrical 
installations. 
A master electrician may supervise: 

(1)  Two helper electricians who are enrolled 
in, or have completed, a 576-hour course of 
study as adopted by the board; 
(2)  Two apprentice electricians employed by 
the master electrician; or 
(3)  One helper electrician employed by the 
master electrician. 

A master electrician may supervise an unlimited 
number of licensed journeyman electricians,  
journeyman-in-training electricians or limited elec-
tricians.  
B.  An applicant for a master electrician license 
must first pass an examination approved by the 
board.  To qualify for the examination, an applicant 
must submit an examination application with the 
required fee and provide evidence of one of the fol-
lowing: 

(1)  Completion of at least 12,000 work hours 
in the field of electrical installations as a li-
censed helper or apprentice electrician and 
completion of a 576-hour course of study as 
adopted by the board; 

(2)  Completion of at least 4,000 work hours in 
the field of electrical installations as a journey-
man electrician and completion of a 576-hour 
course of study as adopted by the board; 
(3)  Completion of at least 6,000 work hours in 
the field of electrical installations as a  
journeyman-in-training electrician and com-
pletion of a 576-hour course of study as 
adopted by the board; or 
(4)  Comparable work experience, education 
or training, or a combination of comparable 
work experience, education or training, com-
pleted within the State or outside the State, that 
is acceptable to the board.  The board may ex-
ercise its discretion to determine if a limited 
electrician license holder applying for a master 
electrician's license has adequate experience in 
all phases of electrical installation to take the 
examination. 

A person who holds a journeyman or limited elec-
trician license issued prior to July 1, 1987 is eligi-
ble to take the examination for a master electrician 
license if the person has completed the number of 
hours of work experience required by this para-
graph. 
C.  Upon passage of the examination, the board 
may issue the master electrician license to a person 
who submits a license application with the required 
fee and provides evidence of completion of a 45-
hour course in the National Electrical Code within 
the 2 years prior to application for licensure. 
6.  Limited electrician.  Licensing for a limited 

electrician is governed by this subsection. 
A.  A limited electrician may make electrical instal-
lations authorized by the specific limited electri-
cian license category without limitation.  A limited 
electrician may supervise helper electricians or ap-
prentice electricians only in the performance of 
electrical installations authorized by the limited 
electrician's specific limited license category.  
A limited electrician may supervise: 

(1)  Two helper electricians who are enrolled 
in, or have completed, a 576-hour course of 
study as adopted by the board;  
(2)  Two apprentice electricians; or  
(3)  One helper electrician. 

A limited electrician is responsible for verifying 
the current licensure of all employees, if licensure 
is applicable, prior to and during employment.  A 
limited electrician is responsible for any electrical 
installation work that limited electrician performs 
and for work of individuals that limited electrician 
supervises at the time of electrical installation.  
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B.  A limited electrician may make only electrical 
installations authorized by the specific limited li-
cense category, as follows:  

(1)  A limited electrician in water pumps is re-
stricted to performing electrical work between 
the branch circuit overcurrent device, the wa-
ter pump and associated controls;  
(2)  A limited electrician in outdoor signs, in-
cluding sign lighting, may not perform electri-
cal work on branch circuit wiring;  
(3)  A limited electrician in gasoline dispens-
ing is restricted to performing electrical work 
between the branch circuit overcurrent device, 
the dispenser and associated controls;  
(4)  A limited electrician in traffic signals, in-
cluding outdoor lighting of traffic signals, is 
restricted to performing electrical work on 
traffic signals, including outdoor lighting of 
traffic signals and the traffic signal electrical 
service;  
(5)  A limited electrician in house wiring is re-
stricted to performing electrical work in one-
family dwellings and 2-family dwellings, in-
cluding manufactured homes;  
(6)  A limited electrician in refrigeration is re-
stricted to performing electrical work between 
the branch circuit overcurrent device, the re-
frigeration equipment and associated controls;  
(7)  A limited electrician in low-energy elec-
tronics is restricted to performing electrical 
work on low-energy electronics as supplied by 
Class I, II and III limited energy systems, all 
fire alarm systems and the dedicated branch 
circuit wiring; and  
(8)  A limited electrician in crane wiring is re-
stricted to the installation of electrical equip-
ment and wiring used in connection with 
cranes, monorail hoists, hoists and runways. 

C.  The board may require an applicant for a limited 
electrician license to first pass an examination ap-
proved by the board.  When an examination is re-
quired, an applicant must submit an examination 
application with the required fee and provide evi-
dence of one of the following, as applicable to the 
listed limited license category: 

(1)  For water pumps, completion of at least 
135 hours of electrical education and 2,000 
hours of work experience approved in rules 
adopted by the board; 
(2)  For outdoor signs, including sign lighting, 
completion of at least 135 hours of electrical 
education and 2,000 hours of work experience 
approved in rules adopted by the board; 

(3)  For gasoline dispensing, completion of at 
least 135 hours of electrical education and 
2,000 hours of work experience approved in 
rules adopted by the board; 
(4)  For traffic signals, including outdoor light-
ing of the traffic signals, completion of at least 
135 hours of electrical education and 2,000 
hours of work experience approved in rules 
adopted by the board; 
(5)  For house wiring, completed at least 225 
hours of electrical education and 4,000 hours 
of work experience approved in rules adopted 
by the board; 
(6)  For refrigeration, completion of: 

(a)  At least 270 hours of electrical educa-
tion and 6,000 hours of work experience 
approved in rules adopted by the board; or   
(b)  An electrical program in refrigeration 
from an accredited institution and 6,000 
hours of work experience approved in 
rules adopted by the board.  Graduates of 
an electrical program in refrigeration from 
an accredited institution are credited with 
4,000 hours work experience upon gradu-
ation; 

(7)  For low-energy electronics, including fire 
alarms, completion of at least 270 hours of 
electrical education and 4,000 hours of work 
experience approved in rules adopted by the 
board; or 
(8)  For crane wiring, completion of at least 
135 hours of electrical education and 2,000 
hours of work experience approved in rules 
adopted by the board. 

A person may be eligible for examination under 
this paragraph by providing evidence of compara-
ble work experience, education or training, or a 
combination of comparable work experience, edu-
cation or training, completed within the State or 
outside the State, that is acceptable to the board. 
D.  The board may issue a limited electrician li-
cense to an applicant who submits a license appli-
cation with the required fee, passes any required 
examination and provides evidence of completion 
of a 45-hour course in the National Electrical Code 
within the 2 years prior to application for licensure. 
Sec. 3.  32 MRSA §1206, 2nd ¶, as amended 

by PL 2017, c. 198, §18, is further amended to read: 
Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, 

the board, upon receiving an application for a reciprocal 
license, may waive the 576 hours of study required for 
a journeyman or master license pursuant to section 
1202‑A 1202-B.  The board may require the applicant 



FIRST  SPE CIAL  SESSI ON -  2 0 2 3  PUBLIC  LA W,  C.  3 2 8  

557 

to submit such written evidence as it determines neces-
sary to support the application. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 328 
S.P. 688 - L.D. 1724 

An Act to Enact the Beneficial 
Electrification Policy Act 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA c. 38 is enacted to read: 
CHAPTER 38 

BENEFICIAL ELECTRIFICATION POLICY 
ACT 

§3801. Short title 
This chapter may be known and cited as "the Ben-

eficial Electrification Policy Act." 
§3802. Definitions 

For the purposes of this chapter, unless the context 
otherwise indicates, the following terms have the fol-
lowing meanings.  

1. Beneficial electrification. "Beneficial electrifi-
cation" has the same meaning as in section 10102, sub-
section 3-A. 

2. Office. "Office" means the Governor's Energy 
Office. 

3. Renewable resource. "Renewable resource" has 
the same meaning as in section 3210, subsection 2, par-
agraph C.  

4. Trust. "Trust" means the Efficiency Maine 
Trust.  
§3803. Support for policy of beneficial electrification 

1.  Petition for renewable resources procure-
ment.  The office may petition the commission to pro-
cure energy from renewable resources to achieve the 
emission reduction and renewable energy goals of the 
State and to meet reasonably expected growth in elec-
tric demand.   

A. In developing a petition for procurement of en-
ergy from renewable resources, the office shall 
consult with relevant departments and agencies.  
B. The commission shall evaluate a petition sub-
mitted by the office in accordance with section 
3804 and may through a competitive procurement 
process established by the commission by rule pro-
cure energy from one or more renewable resources. 
The commission may direct a transmission and dis-
tribution utility to enter into a long-term contract 

for the energy procured. Rules adopted to imple-
ment this paragraph are routine technical rules as 
defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A. 
2.  Plan for promoting beneficial electrification 

for end uses of energy.  The trust shall develop a 3-
year beneficial electrification plan for end uses of en-
ergy as part of the trust's triennial plan in accordance 
with section 10104, subsection 4 and provide annual up-
dates to the plan in accordance with section 10104, sub-
section 6.  In developing its beneficial electrification 
plan for end uses, the trust shall consult with relevant 
departments and agencies. 

3. Funding and reporting. Notwithstanding sec-
tions 116 and 117, at the request of the office, the com-
mission may transfer money from funds in the Public 
Utilities Commission Regulatory Fund or the Public 
Utilities Commission Reimbursement Fund to the of-
fice to pay for the costs associated with a petition for a 
procurement of energy from renewable resources under 
subsection 1 and, at the request of the trust, to the trust 
to implement the 3-year beneficial electrification plan 
included in the triennial plan under subsection 2. At the 
end of any year in which the commission has transferred 
money under this subsection to the office or the trust, 
the office or the trust, respectively, shall provide a re-
port to the commission detailing its fund requests, 
money received and expenditures. 

4.  Monitoring beneficial electrification trends 
and opportunities.  To the extent possible through 
readily available information, the office, the commis-
sion and the trust shall coordinate to monitor: 

A.  All beneficial electrification activity in the State 
and the effect of the commission's actions under 
section 3804; 
B.  Trends in beneficial electrification in the State 
and in other jurisdictions; and  
C.  The estimated costs and benefits for ratepayers 
of beneficial electrification programs occurring as 
a result of this chapter and other programs that have 
been implemented in the State. 

§3804. Commission advancement of clean energy 
and beneficial electrification 

The commission shall advance through its deci-
sions and orders beneficial electrification in order to 
achieve the emission reduction and renewable energy 
goals of the State, reduce energy costs to consumers and 
provide economic and climate benefits for all ratepay-
ers. The commission shall seek to procure energy under 
section 3803, subsection 1, paragraph B in a manner 
that is consistent with beneficial electrification. To the 
extent practicable, the commission shall seek to ensure 
that the acquisition of energy from renewable resources 
under section 3803, subsection 1, paragraph B is de-
signed to procure sufficient energy to meet the portfolio 




