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program may be allocated to the registered apprentice-
ship sponsor, and the remaining 50% of the funds must 
be reserved for stipends for registered apprentices who 
meet the criteria established under this program. 

Sec. 12.  26 MRSA §3211, sub-§9 is enacted to 
read: 

9.  Department, Maine Apprenticeship Council 
to establish criteria for funding registered appren-
ticeships.  The Maine Apprenticeship Council shall, in 
coordination with the department, establish criteria for 
funding registered apprenticeship programs. The crite-
ria must establish benchmarks and consider the total 
package value that a registered apprentice graduate 
earns upon transitioning to journeyman status. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 319 
H.P. 1004 - L.D. 1559 

An Act to Advance the State's 
Public Transit Systems by 
Reinvigorating the Public 
Transit Advisory Council 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §73, sub-§3, ¶E, as cor-
rected by RR 1991, c. 2, §88, is amended to read: 

E.  Meet the diverse transportation needs of the 
people of the State, including rural and urban pop-
ulations and the unique mobility needs of the el-
derly older adults and disabled persons with disa-
bilities, including the employment of alternative 
modes of transportation; 
Sec. 2.  23 MRSA §73, sub-§3, ¶F, as corrected 

by RR 1991, c. 2, §88, is amended to read: 
F.  Be consistent with the purposes, goals and pol-
icies of the Comprehensive Planning and Land Use 
Regulation Act; and 
Sec. 3.  23 MRSA §73, sub-§3, ¶G, as cor-

rected by RR 1991, c. 2, §88, is amended to read: 
G.  Incorporate a public participation process in 
which local governmental bodies and the public 
have timely notice and opportunity to identify and 
comment on concerns related to transportation 
planning decisions, capital investment decisions 
and project decisions.  The department and the 
Maine Turnpike Authority shall take the comments 
and concerns of local citizens into account and 
must be responsive to them.; and 
Sec. 4.  23 MRSA §73, sub-§3, ¶H is enacted 

to read: 

H.  Facilitate and support the public transportation 
systems in the State to achieve accessibility, afford-
ability and convenience for the average person's 
mobility needs. 
Sec. 5.  23 MRSA §4209-A, sub-§2, ¶B, as 

enacted by PL 2015, c. 182, §8, is amended to read: 
B.  The following individuals appointed by the 
commissioner: 

(1)  One representative each from the federally 
designated planning organizations for the Ban-
gor, Kittery, Lewiston and Auburn and Port-
land regions; 
(2)  One representative of private bus opera-
tors; 
(3)  One representative of a statewide non-
profit organization advocating on behalf of the 
elderly older adults; 
(4)  One representative of a medical provider; 
(5)  One representative of a business that relies 
on public transportation an organization repre-
senting the business community with an inter-
est in improving public transportation; 
(6)  One representative of a statewide associa-
tion of planning and development agencies; 
(7)  One representative of an organization rep-
resenting persons with disabilities; 
(8)  One representative of a nonprofit transit 
provider Four representatives of 2 separate 
public or nonprofit transit agencies, 2 of whom 
represent an urban agency and 2 of whom rep-
resent a rural agency; 
(9)  One representative of an economic devel-
opment organization; and 
(10)  One representative of an organization 
representing low-income persons.; 
(11)  One representative of an organization 
from one of the State's immigrant communi-
ties; 
(12)  One representative of the State's un-
housed community; and 
(13)  One representative representing youth in-
terests who is 16 years of age or older and un-
der 25 years of age. 

In making appointments, the commissioner shall 
ensure that rural and urban areas are represented. 
Sec. 6.  23 MRSA §4209-A, sub-§4, as 

amended by PL 2019, c. 211, §2, is further amended to 
read: 

4.  Terms, vacancies and council chair.  A mem-
ber of the council appointed pursuant to subsection 2, 
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paragraph B serves for a term of 3 years.  Terms must 
be staggered so that approximately one-third 1/3 of the 
council is renewed each calendar year.  If a member is 
unable to complete the term, the commissioner shall ap-
point a member from the same category of members 
listed in subsection 2, paragraph B as the member who 
vacated the council to serve out the unexpired portion 
of the term.  The commissioner shall determine how the 
council is to choose a chair and for how long the chair 
is to serve.  The council shall annually elect a chair and 
vice chair from among its members, each of whom 
serves a term of one year. 

Sec. 7.  23 MRSA §4209-A, sub-§4-A, as en-
acted by PL 2019, c. 211, §2, is amended to read: 

4-A.  Meetings and deliberations.  The council 
shall meet at the call of the chair no less than once 3 
times per year at the call of the chair.  The council may 
form subcommittees and adopt bylaws and other poli-
cies to effectively govern its the council's proceedings. 

Sec. 8.  23 MRSA §4209-A, sub-§5, as 
amended by PL 2019, c. 211, §2, is further amended to 
read: 

5.  Report.  The council shall report on its deliber-
ations and any recommendations by March 1st of each 
odd-numbered year to the Governor and the joint stand-
ing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction 
over transportation matters and health and human ser-
vices matters.  The report must include: 

A.  An assessment of the level of public transpor-
tation services and infrastructure provided to the 
public in each geographic region; 
B.  Recommendations for the level of service and 
supporting infrastructure that should be provided 
and, an estimate of the cost of providing those ser-
vices and supporting infrastructure and a recom-
mendation for any necessary additional funding; 
and 
D.  A progress report on recommendations con-
tained in the implementation of the most recent 
statewide strategic transit plan for the department 
as well as the quinquennial locally coordinated 
plan for regional transit under section 4209, sub-
section 2. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 320 
H.P. 1013 - L.D. 1568 

An Act to Protect Access to 
Absentee Ballot Drop Boxes 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §674, sub-§1, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 2003, c. 447, §14, is further amended 
to read: 

B.  Interferes with a voter attempting to cast a vote, 
including by knowingly blocking or attempting to 
block a voter's access to a secured drop box; 
Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §752-B, sub-§3-A is en-

acted to read: 
3-A.  Access to secured drop box.  During the ab-

sentee voting period, to the extent possible, a munici-
pality shall ensure that a path to each secured drop box 
is clear of all barriers. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 321 
S.P. 622 - L.D. 1591 

An Act to Promote Economic 
Reuse of Contaminated Land 

Through Clean Energy 
Development 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3210, sub-§11, as en-
acted by PL 2019, c. 477, §1, is amended to read: 

11.  Report; Class IA resource and thermal re-
newable energy credit portfolio requirements.  By 
March 31, 2024 and every 5 3 years thereafter, the com-
mission Governor's Energy Office shall submit a report 
to the joint standing committee of the Legislature hav-
ing jurisdiction over energy matters based on a review, 
conducted in consultation with the Governor's Energy 
Office commission, of the status and impacts of the im-
plementation of the portfolio requirements for Class IA 
resources under subsection subsections 3, 3-A, 3‑B and 
thermal renewable energy credits under subsection 3‑C.  
The review must be completed through a public process 
and must include consideration of impacts of these re-
newable portfolio requirements on energy prices and as-
sessment of benefits, including, but not limited to, on 
greenhouse gas emissions and the economy of the State.  
The report required under this subsection may be sub-
mitted in conjunction with the report required under 
subsection 3‑A, paragraph C.  After reviewing the re-
port required under this subsection, the committee may 
report out legislation regarding renewable portfolio re-
quirements. 

Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §3210, sub-§12 is enacted 
to read: 

12.  Standard-offer service provider.  In accor-
dance with section 3210-J, subsection 4, a standard- 
offer service provider may satisfy the requirements of 
this section using renewable energy credits procured 




