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Whereas, there is an urgent need for testing and
drug checking due to increasingly dangerous substances
in the drug supply; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §2383-B, sub-§2, qE, as
amended by PL 2021, c. 434, §10, is further amended
to read:

E. Physicians, dentists, podiatrists, pharmacists or
other persons authorized by law or rule to adminis-
ter, dispense, prescribe or sell scheduled or pre-
scription drugs or controlled substances while act-
ing within the course of their professional practice;
and

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §2383-B, sub-§2, G, as
enacted by PL 2013, c. 266, §10, is amended to read:

G. Persons conducting research at a school of phar-
macology that is accredited or is a candidate for ac-
creditation in good standing:; and

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §2383-B, sub-§2, H is en-

acted to read:

H. Persons possessing, receiving, transporting or
storing one or more drug samples contained in one
or more sample collection instruments or drug par-
aphernalia for the purpose of drug checking. Pos-
sessing, receiving, transporting or storing one or
more drug samples in accordance with this para-
graph does not constitute a crime under Title 17-A,
sections 1103, 1104 and 1106.

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §2383-B, sub-§3, §A-3 is

enacted to read:

A-3. "Controlled substance analog" means a sub-
stance that has a substantially similar chemical
structure to that of a controlled substance.

Sec. 5. 22 MRSA §2383-B, sub-§3, §A-4 is

enacted to read:

A-4. "Drug checking" means the testing of a con-
trolled substance, prescription drug or scheduled
drug to determine its chemical composition or to
assist in determining whether it contains contami-
nants, toxic substances or hazardous compounds.

Sec. 6. 22 MRSA §2383-B, sub-§3, JA-5 is

enacted to read:

A-5. "Drug paraphernalia" has the same meaning
as in Title 17-A, section 1111-A, subsection 1.

Sec. 7. 22 MRSA §2383-B, sub-§3, §A-6 is

enacted to read:

501

PUBLIC LAW, C. 304

A-6. "Drug sample" means a substance containing
one or more scheduled or prescription drugs or con-

trolled substances or controlled substance analogs
in an amount insufficient to result in a person pos-
sessing the substance to be in violation of Title
17-A, section 1107-A.

Sec. 8. 22 MRSA §2383-B, sub-§3, qB-2 is

enacted to read:

B-2. "Person" means any individual, partnership,
association, cooperative, limited liability company,
trust, joint venture, government, political subdivi-
sion or any other legal, commercial or informal en-

tity or group.
Sec. 9. 22 MRSA §2383-B, sub-§3, C-1 is

enacted to read:

C-1. "Sample collection instrument" means an in-
strument used to collect a drug sample for purposes

of drug checking.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 26, 2023.

CHAPTER 304
S.P. 809 - L.D. 1980

An Act to Improve Election
Laws and Notarial Laws

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, the effective date of the provisions re-
garding a marriage officiant license and communication
technology used to perform remote or electronic nota-
rization, for which the fees in this legislation are related,
is July 1, 2023; and

Whereas, the fees should be in place when those
provisions become effective; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

PART A

Sec. A-1. 21-A MRSA §122-A, as amended by
PL 2019, c. 409, §1 and affected by §9, is further
amended to read:
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§122-A. Alternative registration procedure for par-
ticipants in Address Confidentiality Pro-
gram

Notwithstanding sections 122 and 152 and sub-
chapter 9, a person who is certified by the Secretary of
State as a program participant in the Address Confiden-
tiality Program pursuant to Title 5, section 90-B may
register to vote using the designated address and voter
code assigned to that person pursuant to rules adopted
to implement the program. To register to vote, a voter
must
eard-assigned-to-the-voter pursuant-to-rules-adopted-by
the Seeretary-of State-showing-that-veter's-name;-voter
date submit a completed registration application to the
elections division of the Secretary of State's office, us-
ing the assigned voter code instead of the voter's name
and the designated program address instead of the vot-
er's actual residence street address, and provide the cer-
tification expiration date. The registrar-may-contact-the
Address Confidentiality Program administrator in the
Secretary of State's office te shall determine the voter's
eligibility to register in the municipality listed on the
Address Confidentiality Program application and te
shall verify the electoral distriet districts in which the
voter is
eligible to vote so that the elections division may regis-
ter the voter and issue absentee ballots for state elec-
tions to the voter pursuant to section 753-C. All regis-
tration records for such voters must be designated as
confidential and kept sealed in the registrar's—effice
elections division offices. The name of any voter certi-
fied as a program participant in the Address Confiden-
tiality Program may not be placed on any voter list that
is available for public inspection or copying.

Sec. A-2. 21-A MRSA §152, sub-§6, as en-
acted by PL 2021, c. 439, §13 and affected by §15, is
amended to read:

6. Design of online voter registration applica-
tion; rulemaking. The No later than February 1, 2024,
the Secretary of State shall design the online voter reg-
istration application that meets the requirements of sub-
section 1 and that can be submitted online through the
Secretary of State's publicly accessible website. The
online registration application must be designed to pre-
vent an applicant from registering to vote unless the ap-
plicant discloses a current, valid Maine driver's license
number or nondriver identification number or the last 4
digits of the applicant's social security number.

Fhe No later than February 1, 2024, the Secretary of
State shall adopt rules governing the online voter regis-
tration process, which must, at a minimum, include the
following:

A. A process for informing an applicant who dis-
closes a current, valid Maine driver's license num-
ber or nondriver identification card number that
disclosure of that number constitutes consent to the
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use of the applicant's signature on the driver's li-
cense or nondriver identification card for all pur-
poses for which a signature on a written application
for voter registration is used under this Title;

B. A process for an applicant who discloses the last
4 digits of the applicant's social security number to
include with the online voter registration applica-
tion an electronic image of the applicant's signature
and for the applicant to consent to the use of that
electronic image of the applicant's signature for all
purposes for which a signature on a written appli-
cation for voter registration is used under this Title;

C. A process for transmitting any driver's license
number or nondriver identification card number
from an online voter registration application along
with the applicant's name and date of birth to the
central voter registration system and for determin-
ing whether the information entered in the central
voter registration system matches the information
in the driver's license or nondriver identification
card records maintained by the Department of the
Secretary of State, Burecau of Motor Vehicles and,
if a match is found, for transmitting an electronic
image of the applicant's signature on that driver's
license or nondriver identification card from the
bureau to the central voter registration system;

D. A process for matching the last 4 digits of a so-
cial security number provided in an online voter
registration application and the applicant's name
and date of birth with the information available
from the United States Social Security Administra-
tion;

E. A process for transmitting the contents of each
online voter registration application and the elec-
tronic image of the signature of that applicant to the
appropriate registrar of voters;

F. Minimum procedures and security measures for
ensuring the accuracy and security of online voter
registration applications;

G. A process and form for a registered voter whose
name is changed by marriage or other process of
law or who has moved within a municipality to no-
tify the appropriate registrar of voters pursuant to
section 129 of the registered voter's new name or
address through the online voter registration appli-
cation; and

H. A process and form for a registered voter to en-
roll in a party pursuant to section 142, to change the
voter's party enrollment pursuant to section 144 or
to withdraw from a party pursuant to section 145
through the online voter registration application.

Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine
technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, sub-
chapter 2-A.
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Sec. A-3. 21-A MRSA §158, as amended by PL
2009, c. 253, §14, is repealed.

Sec. A-4. 21-A MRSA §311, sub-§1, as
amended by PL 2017, c. 248, §4, is further amended to
read:

1. Call and location of caucus. The caucus may
be called by the chair or a majority of the members of
the municipal committee of a political party. If the mu-
nicipal committee fails to call a caucus, the county com-
mittee may call the caucus. At the request of that the
municipal committee, municipal officers shall provide
available space in a public building for a caucus. The
municipality may charge a rental fee or janitorial ser-
vice fee for the available space. A municipal committee
may hold its caucus remotely using a conference system
that may include telephonic or video technology allow-
ing simultaneous reception of information and may in-
clude other means. A munieipality municipal commit-
tee may hold its caucus outside the municipality if sev-
eral municipalities elect to meet on a consolidated basis
or if the committee calling the caucus determines that a
facility outside the municipality is more suitable.

Sec. A-5. 21-A MRSA §336, first |, as cor-
rected by RR 2019, c. 2, Pt. B, §43, is amended to read:

The written consent of each candidate must be filed
either with that candidate's primary petition or at any
earlier time during which signatures may be collected
under section 335 or, if applicable, subchapter 8.

Sec. A-6. 21-A MRSA §355, first ], as cor-
rected by RR 2019, c. 2, Pt. B, §47, is amended to read:

The written consent of each candidate must be filed
either with that candidate's nomination petition or at any
earlier time during which signatures may be collected
under section 354 or, if applicable, subchapter 8.

Sec. A-7. 21-A MRSA §363, sub-§2, as cor-
rected by RR 2019, c. 2, Pt. B, §49, is amended to read:

2. Duties of committee. The committee shall
choose a qualified person to fill the vacancy. The sec-
retary of the committee shall immediately deliver a cer-
tificate to the Secretary of State containing the name of
the person chosen, that person's residence and political
party, the title of the office sought and the method by
which that person was chosen. The certificate must be
signed by the chair of the committee and attested to by
the secretary and may be submitted by facsimile or

scanned image.

A. In an electoral division consisting of more than
one municipality, the municipal committee of each
municipality shall meet jointly, elect a secretary
and a chair for the meeting and then fill the va-
cancy.

Sec. A-8. 21-A MRSA §367, as amended by PL
2019, c. 636, §5, is further amended to read:

§367. Candidate withdrawal

503

PUBLIC LAW, C. 304

A candidate who wishes to withdraw from an elec-
tive race shall notify the Secretary of State in writing of
the candidate's intent to withdraw. This notice must be
signed by the candidate and submitted to the Secretary
of State by the appropriate deadline provided in article
2. The notice may be submitted by facsimile or scanned

image.

Sec. A-9. 21-A MRSA §681, sub-§4, as
amended by PL 2015, c. 422, §1, is further amended to
read:

4. Outside the guardrail enclosure. If sufficient
space exists, party workers and others, in addition to the
pollwatchers allowed pursuant to section 627, may re-
main in the voting place outside the guardrail enclosure
as long as they do not attempt to influence voters or in-
terfere with their free passage. If a person attempts to
influence voters or interfere with their free passage, the
warden shall have the person removed from the voting
place. A person video recording or engaging in still
photography in the voting place must remain outside the
guardrail and may not conduct video recording or still
photography closer than 15 feet from a voter being re-
corded or photographed, including when a voter is
where a person is collecting voters' signatures, except
that a person may take a still photograph that depicts
only the person taking the photograph. A person who
video records or photographs a voter in violation of this
subsection may be removed from the voting place by
the municipal clerk at the recommendation of the war-
den as provided in section 662, subsection 2.

Sec. A-10. 21-A MRSA §691, sub-§2, as
amended by PL 2009, c. 253, §29, is further amended
to read:

2. Write-in vote. If the voter wishes to vote for a
write-in candidate, the voter must write the name of the
candidate in the blank space provided at-the-end-ofthe

tion next to the write-in indicator. The voter must then
mark the ballet write-in indicator as instructed inthe-di-
rections on the ballot to indicate a vote for the write-in
candidate. A sticker may not be used to vote for a write-
in candidate.

Sec. A-11. 21-A MRSA §692, sub-§2, as
amended by PL 2009, c. 253, §30, is further amended
to read:

2. Write-in vote. If the voter wishes to vote for a
write-in candidate, the voter must write the name of the
candidate in the blank space provided at-the-end-of-the

i i 1 ion next to the
write-in indicator. The voter must then mark the balet
write-in indicator as instructed in-the-directions on the
ballot to indicate a vote for the write-in candidate. A
sticker may not be used to vote for a write-in candidate.

Sec. A-12. 21-A MRSA §696, sub-§2, 4C, as
amended by PL 2009, c. 253, §32, is further amended
to read:
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C. If a voter marks a write-in indicator for an of-
fice, but does not write the name of a declared
write-in candidate in the blank space provided te
theright-of next to the write-in indicator, that vote
for that office may not be counted, unless a deter-
mination of choice under subsection 4 is possible.

Sec. A-13. 21-A MRSA §722-A, as amended
by PL 2015, c. 447, §26, is further amended to read:

§722-A. Determination of declared write-in candi-
date

To be considered a declared write-in candidate, a
person must file a declaration of write-in candidacy
with the Secretary of State, on a form approved by the
Secretary of State, on or before 5 p.m. on the 60th 70th
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Sec. A-19. 21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-§5-C is

enacted to read:

5-C. Cast vote record posted. The Secretary of
State shall post the complete cast vote record on its pub-
licly accessible website as soon as the certified results

are reported.
Sec. A-20. 21-A MRSA §737-A, first 4, as

amended by PL 2021, c. 536, §3, is repealed and the
following enacted in its place:

Once a recount is requested for any federal, state or
county office, the Secretary of State shall request that
the State Police, sworn law enforcement officers em-
ployed by the Department of the Secretary of State or
other sworn law enforcement officers take physical con-

day prior to the election. The candidate must meet all
the other qualifications for that office.

Sec. A-14. 21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-§1, A,
as enacted by IB 2015, c. 3, §5, is repealed.

Sec. A-15. 21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-§1, G,
as amended by PL 2019, c. 320, §9, is repealed.

Sec. A-16. 21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-§4, B,
as amended by PL 2019, c. 320, §14, is repealed.

Sec. A-17. 21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-§5-B,
as amended by PL 2021, c. 273, §11, is further amended
to read:

5-B. Presidential primary elections; selection of
delegates. Notwithstanding any provision of this sec-
tion to the contrary, for presidential primary elections,

with-mere-than100-vetes; tabulation must continue un-
til only 2 continuing candidates remain, separate tabu-
lations must be conducted statewide and for each con-
gressional district and selection and allocation of dele-
gates to a party's national presidential nominating con-
vention must be in accordance with any reasonable pro-
cedures established at the state party convention.

Sec. A-18. 21-A MRSA §723-A, sub-§5-B,
as amended by PL 2021, c. 750, §11 and affected by
§14, is further amended to read:

5-B. Presidential primary elections; selection of
delegates. Notwithstanding any provision of this sec-
tion to the contrary, for presidential primary elections,

with-mere-than100-vetes; tabulation must continue un-
til only 2 continuing candidates remain, separate tabu-
lations must be conducted statewide and for each con-
gressional district and selection and allocation of dele-
gates to a party's national presidential nominating con-
vention must be in accordance with any reasonable pro-
cedures established at the state party convention, except
that unenrolled voters who participate in the party's pri-
mary election must be considered members of the party
for purposes of allocating delegates.
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trol of the ballots and other related materials needed for
the recount as soon as possible and deliver them to the
recount facility. When the recount involves an office
that encompasses more than one county, the Secretary

of State may organize retrieval of ballots from certain
jurisdictions so that the recount may be conducted in

stages until the requesting candidate or lead applicant
for a referendum recount concedes or until all the bal-
lots are recounted.

Sec. A-21. 21-A MRSA §737-A, 2nd 1, as
amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §29, is further amended
to read:

The Secretary of State shall store and maintain ex-
clusive control over the ballots and other materials
pending and during the recount and until the eeurier;
sworn law enforcement officers or the State Police if+e-
quested;retrieves retrieve the materials for return to the
municipalities.

Sec. A-22. 21-A MRSA §737-A, sub-§1, as
amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §30, is further amended
to read:

1. Deposit for legislative or single county office
recount. This subsection applies to a recount for an
election for the office of State Senator or State Repre-
sentative or for a county office that does not encompass
more than one county. All deposits required by this sec-
tion must be made with the Secretary of State when a
recount is requested by a losing candidate or an unde-
clared write-in candidate. Once the eeurier; sworn law
enforcement officers or the State Police ifrequested;
has have taken custody of the ballots and other election
materials from the municipalities, the deposit made by
the candidate requesting the recount is forfeited to the
State if the resulting count fails to change the outcome
of the election. If the recount reverses the election, the
deposit must be returned to the candidate requesting the
recount. The amount of the deposit is calculated as fol-
lows.

A. If the percentage difference shown by the offi-
cial tabulation between the leading candidate and
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the requesting candidate is 1.5% or less of the total
votes cast for that office, a deposit is not required.

B. If the percentage difference shown by the offi-
cial tabulation between the leading candidate and
the requesting candidate is more than 1.5% and less
than or equal to 4% of the total votes cast for that
office, the deposit is $500.

C. If the percentage difference shown by the offi-
cial tabulation between the leading candidate and
the requesting candidate is more than 4% and less
than or equal to 6% of the total votes cast for that
office, the deposit is $1,000.

D. If the percentage difference shown by the offi-
cial tabulation between the leading candidate and
the requesting candidate is more than 6% and less
than or equal to 8% of the total votes cast for that
office, the deposit is $2,500.

E. If the percentage difference shown by the offi-
cial tabulation between the leading candidate and
the requesting candidate is more than 8% and less
than or equal to 10% of the total votes cast for that
office, the deposit is $5,000.

F. If the percentage difference shown by the offi-
cial tabulation between the leading candidate and
the requesting candidate is more than 10% of the
total votes cast for that office, the deposit is
$10,000.

Sec. A-23. 21-A MRSA §737-A, sub-§1-A,
9B, as amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §31, is further
amended to read:

B. Ifthe difference shown by the official tabulation
between the leading candidate and the requesting
candidate is more than 1% of the total votes cast for
that office or more than 1,000 votes, whichever is
less, the deposit is $5,000 or 10% of the reasonable
estimate of the cost to the State of performing the
first stage of the recount, whichever is greater. Af-
ter completion of the recount, if the recount has not
changed the result of the election, the Secretary of
State shall calculate the actual cost of the proce-
dure, which must be paid by the requesting candi-
date. If the deposit is greater than the actual cost,
the overpayment must be refunded to the candidate.
If the actual cost is greater than the deposit, the can-
didate shall pay the remainder of the actual cost to
the State. Once the eourier; sworn law enforcement
officers or the State Police ifrequested;-has have
taken custody of the ballots and other election ma-
terials for the first stage of the recount, the deposit
made by the candidate requesting the recount is for-
feited to the State even if the candidate withdraws
from the recount before the recount begins. If a re-
count reverses the election, the deposit must be re-
turned to the candidate requesting the recount.
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Sec. A-24. 21-A MRSA §753-A, sub-§8, as
enacted by PL 2021, ¢. 398, Pt. UUUU, §3 and affected
by §7, is amended to read:

8. Application for ongoing absentee voter sta-
tus. A No later than February 1, 2024, the Secretary of
State shall design the ongoing absentee ballot applica-
tion that allows a voter who will be at least 65 years of
age by the next election or who self-identifies as having
a disability may to apply for status as an ongoing absen-
tee voter. Each qualified applicant must automatically
receive an absentee ballot for each ensuing statewide
election, municipal election and any other election for
which the voter is entitled to vote and need not submit
a separate request for each election.

A. Anapplication for status as an ongoing absentee
voter must be made by a voter using procedures de-
signed by the Secretary of State. These procedures
must include a process for notifying the voter that
if the voter moves out of the municipality, that vot-
er's status as an ongoing absentee voter in that mu-
nicipality terminates. A voter may obtain assis-
tance in completing an application for ongoing ab-
sentee voter status pursuant to subsection 5.

B. The clerk or Secretary of State shall terminate a
voter's ongoing absentee voter status only upon:

(1) The written request of the voter;
(2) The death or disqualification of the voter;

(3) The cancellation of the voter's registration
record in the central voter registration system;

(4) The return of an absentee ballot as unde-
liverable;

(5) The failure of the voter to vote by absentee
ballot for a general election; or

(6) The designation of the voter's status as in-
active in the central voter registration system.

This subsection does not apply to uniformed service
voters or overseas voters who are covered by the federal
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act,
52 United States Code, Section 20302 (2019).

Sec. A-25. 21-A MRSA §753-B, sub-§6, YA,
as amended by PL 2021, c. 273, §20, is further amended
to read:

A. The list of absentee voters must include each
voter's name, residence address, voting district and
party affiliation; the date and manner by which the
voter's ballot was requested, issued and received;
and a notation of whether the-application—and the
ballot were was accepted or rejected. If the clerk
determines that there is a defect on the return enve-
lope of an absentee ballot under section 756, sub-
section 2 and that defect is cured pursuant to sec-
tion 756-A, the clerk shall note whether the ballot
was accepted or accepted but challenged and shall
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list the date that the defect was cured as the date
that the ballot was received. The clerk must also
indicate on the list when the absentee voter is a uni-
formed service voter, overseas voter or township
voter. By the time that all absentee ballots have
been processed on election day, the clerk must up-
date the central voter registration system or anno-
tate the printed list of absentee voters to reflect all
ballots that were received by the close of the polls
on election day, including a notation of whether the
ballots were accepted, accepted but challenged or
rejected and the reasons for such rejections. This
list, reflecting all absentee ballots received by the
close of the polls, must be made available for pub-
lic inspection. Any absentee voter certified as a
participant in the Address Confidentiality Program
pursuant to Title 5, section 90-B must be listed by
the voter code assigned to that individual under the
program instead of by the voter's name and reflect
the Address Confidentiality Program address as-
signed to the voter. The list of absentee voters must
be sorted so that the program participants appear at
the end of the list and must be printed on a separate
page of the list. The portion of the list of absentee
voters relating to Address Confidentiality Program
participants must be kept under seal and excluded
from public inspection.

Sec. A-26. 21-A MRSA §753-B, sub-§6, YA,
as amended by PL 2021, c. 750, §12 and affected by
§14, is further amended to read:

A. The list of absentee voters must include each
voter's name, residence address, voting district and
party affiliation; the date and manner by which the
voter's ballot was requested, issued and received; if
the voter is unenrolled, which party's ballot the
voter requested for the primary election, if applica-
ble; and a notation of whether

the ballot were was accepted or rejected. If the
clerk determines that there is a defect on the return
envelope of an absentee ballot under section 756,
subsection 2 and that defect is cured pursuant to
section 756-A, the clerk shall note whether the bal-
lot was accepted or accepted but challenged and
shall list the date that the defect was cured as the
date that the ballot was received. The clerk must
also indicate on the list when the absentee voter is
a uniformed service voter, overseas voter or town-
ship voter. By the time that all absentee ballots
have been processed on election day, the clerk must
update the central voter registration system or an-
notate the printed list of absentee voters to reflect
all ballots that were received by the close of the
polls on election day, including a notation of
whether the ballots were accepted, accepted but
challenged or rejected and the reasons for such re-
jections. This list, reflecting all absentee ballots re-
ceived by the close of the polls, must be made
available for public inspection. Any absentee voter
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certified as a participant in the Address Confiden-
tiality Program pursuant to Title 5, section 90-B
must be listed by the voter code assigned to that in-
dividual under the program instead of by the voter's
name and reflect the Address Confidentiality Pro-
gram address assigned to the voter. The list of ab-
sentee voters must be sorted so that the program
participants appear at the end of the list and must
be printed on a separate page of the list. The por-
tion of the list of absentee voters relating to Ad-
dress Confidentiality Program participants must be
kept under seal and excluded from public inspec-
tion.

Sec. A-27. 21-A MRSA §753-B, sub-§7, as
enacted by PL 1999, c. 645, §6, is amended to read:

7. Registration verified. If the applicant is regis-
tered and-enroled whenneeessary, the ballot must be
sent to the applicant. If the applicant has registered and

under section 155 and will at-
tain 18 years of age on or before the date of the election,
the registrar or clerk shall se-certify-on-the-appheation:
H accept the application in the central voter registration
system and issue a ballot to the applicant; 1f not, the reg-
istrar or clerk shall
rolled"on-the-face-of reject the application aﬂd—sqgﬂ—the
registrar's-or-elerk'sname in the central voter registra-
tion system. Whenever an application for an absentee
ballot is dented rejected, the municipal clerk shall im-
mediately notify the applicant in writing or by e-mail of
the reason for the denial rejection.

Sec. A-28. 21-A MRSA §753-C, as enacted by
PL 2005, c. 364, §8, is amended to read:

§753-C. Absentee ballots for program participants
in Address Confidentiality Program

Any registered voter who is certified by the Secre-
tary of State as a program participant in the Address
Confidentiality Program pursuant to Title 5, section
90-B is entitled to receive an absentee ballot for every
election during the period of the voter's participation in
the program. The Secretary of State shall mail the ab-
sentee ballot for the statewide elections and the clerk
shall mail the absentee ballot for the local elections to
the voter at the voter's designated address as soon as
possible after the regular ballots are available in-the-mu-
nieipality. The voter shall mark the absentee ballot in
accordance with the procedures set forth in section
754-A and shall return the statewide ballot to the Secre-
tary of State and the local ballot to the registrar in the
manner provided in section 754-A, except that the voter
may sign the voter's voter code under the Address Con-
fidentiality Program on the absentee ballot envelepe en-
velopes instead of the voter's name.

Sec. A-29. 21-A MRSA §759, sub-§8, as
amended by PL 2009, c. 538, §11, is further amended
by enacting at the end a new last blocked paragraph to
read:
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The Secretary of State may adopt rules necessary for the
inspection of absentee ballot applications and envelopes
before they are processed. Rules adopted pursuant to
this subsection are major substantive rules as defined in
Title 5. chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Sec. A-30. 21-A MRSA §760-B, sub-§1, as
amended by PL 2015, c. 406, §1, is further amended to
read:

1. Time for processing. In a municipality that has
opted to process absentee ballots on one or more of the
days prior to election day authorized by this section, the
municipal clerk or the clerk's designees may process ab-
sentee ballots at the times designated by the clerk, be-
tween the hours 0f 9:60 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., except
that if an inspection is requested pursuant to subsection
3, processing may not begin until after the inspection
period has concluded.

Sec. A-31. 21-A MRSA §760-B, sub-§2, as
amended by PL 2021, c. 11, §2, is further amended to
read:

2. Notice of early processing. The clerk must
give notice of the municipality's intent to process absen-
tee ballots prior to election day using a notice of early
processing form provided by the Secretary of State, stat-
ing the days and times that the clerk intends to begin
processing absentee ballots and the inspection period
provided in subsection 3. At least 30 days before elec-
tion day, the clerk shall provide a copy of the notice of
early processing to the Secretary of State and the chairs
of each political party of the municipality indicating
that early processing of absentee ballots will occur. The
notice to the political parties must be considered suffi-
cient as long as it is mailed to the last address of each
municipal chair that is known to the clerk. The notice
to the Secretary of State may be delivered by mail or
facsimile or as a scanned attachment to an e-mail ad-
dress established by the Secretary of State. If the notice
is not received by the Secretary of State by 5:00 p.m. on
the 30th day before election day, the municipality may
not process absentee ballots prior to election day. The

Secretary of State shall post the list of municipalities
that will process absentee ballots prior to election day
on its publicly accessible website at least one week prior
to the start of early processing.

Sec. A-32. 21-A MRSA §760-B, sub-§3, as
amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §38, is further amended
to read:

3. Inspection of absentee envelopes before pro-
cessing. A member of the public may make a written
request of the clerk to inspect absentee ballot applica-
tions and envelopes before they are processed if the re-
quest is made by 9:00-a-m- 4:00 p.m. on the day prior to
each day that the clerk will process absentee ballots as
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specified on the notice of early processing under sub-
section 2. The clerk shall make the absentee ballot ap-
plications and envelopes received by that time available
for public inspection for one hour before the starting
time specified in the notice of early processing for pro-
cessing the absentee ballots. The clerk may immedi-
ately proceed to process the ballots after the one-hour
inspection time has elapsed. The Secretary of State may
adopt rules necessary for the inspection of absentee bal-
lot applications and envelopes before they are pro-
cessed. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are
major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter
375, subchapter 2-A.

Sec. A-33. 21-A MRSA §777-A, as amended
by PL 2019, c. 636, §17, is further amended to read:

§777-A. Registration and enrollment

Notwithstanding the registration deadline in sec-
tion 121-A, uniformed service voters or overseas voters
may register or enroll at any time prior to S-p-#- noon
on the day before election day by completing a federal
or state voter registration application form and filing it
with the registrar or the Secretary of State in person, by
mail or by electronic means authorized by the Secretary
of State.

Sec. A-34. 21-A MRSA §781-A, as amended
by PL 2019, c. 636, §18, is further amended to read:

§781-A. Absentee ballot application; procedure on
receipt

Notwithstanding the absentee ballot application
deadline in section 753-B, subsection 2, paragraph D,
upon receipt of an application or written request for an
absentee ballot prior to 5= noon on the day before
election day from a uniformed service voter or overseas
voter that is accepted pursuant to section 753-A or sec-
tion 783, the clerk or the Secretary of State shall imme-
diately issue an absentee ballot and return envelope by
the authorized means designated by the voter in the ap-
plication. If the ballot is to be transmitted to the voter
by mail, the clerk or the Secretary of State shall type or
write in ink the name and the residence address of the
voter in the designated section of the return envelope.
The Secretary of State shall provide a return envelope
that moves free of postage under federal law.

Sec. A-35. 21-A MRSA §903-A, first 9, as
amended by PL 2015, c. 99, §1, is further amended to
read:

Peti; . 1 under_this_el be e

tion- A circulator of a pe-
tition solicits signatures for the petition by presenting
the petition to the voter, asking the voter to sign the pe-
tition and personally witnessing the voter affixing the

voter's signature to the petition. The circulator of the
petition must comply with the provisions of section 902.
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Sec. A-36. 21-A MRSA §905-A, as amended
by PL 2021, c. 570, §11, is further amended to read:

§905-A. Public comment on initiative questions

No later than 15 business days after the Secretary
of State issues a written decision under section 905, sub-
section 1 finding a petition for a direct initiative to be
valid, the Secretary of State shall give public notice of
a proposed ballot question for that initiative by posting
the question on the Secretary of State's publicly acces-
sible website. The Secretary of State may also publish
notice for one day in newspapers having general circu-
lation in the State. After giving public notice of the pro-
posed ballot question in accordance with this section,
the Secretary of State shall provide a 30-day public
comment period for the purpose of receiving comments
on the content and form of the proposed question. No
later than 40 15 business days after receiving public
comments in accordance with this section and after re-
view of those comments, the Secretary of State shall
write the ballot question for the initiative. An aggrieved
voter may appeal the final decision of the Secretary of
State under this section using the procedures for court
review provided for in section 905, subsections 2 and 3.

Sec. A-37. PL 2021, c. 398, Pt. UUUU, §7 is

amended to read:

Sec. UUUU-7. Effective date. That section of
this Part that enacts the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
21-A, section 161, subsection 2-B takes effect January
1, 2023. Those sections of this Part that enact Title
21-A, section 753-A, subsections 8 and 9 and those sec-
tions of this Part that amend Title 21-A, section 752,
subsection 3 and section 753-B, subsection 1 take effect
Newvember October 1, 2023.

Sec. A-38. PL 2021, c. 439, §15 is amended to

read:

Sec. 15. Effective date. This Act takes effect
November 1, 2023, except that that section of this Act
that enacts the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A. sec-
tion 152, subsection 6 takes effect October 1, 2023.

Sec. A-39. Effective date. That section of this
Part that amends the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
21-A, section 152, subsection 6 and that section of this
Part that amends Title 21-A, section 753-A, subsection
8 take effect October 1, 2023, and that section of this
Part that amends Title 21-A, section 723-A, subsection
5-B as amended by Public Law 2021, chapter 750, sec-
tion 11 and that section of this Part that amends Title
21-A, section 753-B, subsection 6, paragraph A as
amended by Public Law 2021, chapter 750, section 12
take effect January 1, 2024.

PART B

Sec. B-1. 4 MRSA §1916, sub-§2, as enacted
by PL 2021, c. 651, Pt. A, §4 and affected by §8, is
amended to read:
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2. Stamp required requirements. Ifa notarial act
regarding a tangible record is performed by a netary
publie notarial officer, an official stamp must may be
affixed to or embossed on the certificate. H-anetarial
actis performed regarding a-tangible record by-a-notar
al eﬁ.ieei]et}'}ei; than-a-netary 'pﬁub!h.e aud] the-cet Hf’ieate

agraphs B-C-and D;an-official stamp-may-be-affixed-to
or-embessed-on-the-certificate- If a notarial act regard-
ing an electronic record is performed by a netarial-of-
fieer notary public and the certificate contains the infor-
mation specified in subsection 1, paragraphs B, C and
D, an official stamp may must be attached to or logi-
cally associated with the certificate.

Sec. B-2. 5 MRSA §86, 7th 4, as corrected by
RR 2001, c. 2, Pt. B, §2 and affected by §58, is amended
to read:

For filing, copying, comparing or authenticating
any document required or permitted to be filed under
Title 13-B, that fee specified in Title 13-B, chapter 14;
and

Sec. B-3. 5 MRSA §86, 8th 9, as amended by
PL 2003, c. 518, §1, is further amended to read:

For filing a federal tax lien or other federal liens,
certificates or notices affecting the liens of which under
any Act of Congress or any federal regulation are re-
quired or permitted to be filed under Title 33, chapter
39, that fee specified in Title 33, section 1906-;

Sec. B-4. 5 MRSA §86, 9th ], as enacted by
PL 2003, c. 149, §1, is amended to read:

For filing and recording a designated office for ser-
vice of trustee process under Title 14, section 2608-A,
$25-;

Sec. B-5. 5 MRSA §86, as amended by PL

2003, c. 518, §1, is further amended by enacting after
the 9th paragraph a new paragraph to read:

For filing a new or renewal application for a mar-
riage officiant license under section 90-G, $25; and

Sec. B-6. 5 MRSA §86, as amended by PL
2003, c. 518, §1, is further amended by enacting at the
end a new paragraph to read:

For filing a new or renewal application for approval
to be a provider of communication technology used to

perform remote or electronic notarization under Title 4,
section 1915, $250.

Sec. B-7. Effective date. This Part takes effect
July 1, 2023.

PART C

Sec. C-1. 30-A MRSA §7005, as amended by
PL 1989, c. 6;¢. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is
repealed.



FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2023

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved, except as otherwise indicated.

Effective June 26, 2023, unless otherwise indicated.

CHAPTER 305
S.P.14 - L.D. 22

An Act to Impede the Transfer
of Firearms to Prohibited
Persons

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 15 MRSA §394 is enacted to read:
8§394. Prohibited sale or transfer of firearms to cer-
tain persons

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have

the following meanings.
A. "Antique firearm" means any of the following:

(1) A firearm manufactured in or before 1898,
including a firearm with a matchlock, flint-
lock, percussion cap or similar type of ignition
system;

(2) A replica of a firearm described in subpar-
agraph (1), if that replica:

(a) Is not designed or redesigned for using
rimfire_or conventional centerfire fixed
ammunition; or

(b) Uses rimfire or conventional centerfire

fixed ammunition that is no longer manu-
factured in the United States and that is

not readily available in the ordinary chan-
nels of commercial trade; or

(3) A muzzle-loading firearm, as defined in Ti-
tle 12, section 10001, subsection 42.

"Antique firearm" does not include a firearm or a
muzzle-loading firearm that can be readily con-
verted to fire fixed ammunition by replacing the
barrel, bolt, breechblock or any combination of the
barrel, bolt or breechblock.

B. "Fircarm" has the same meaning as in Title
17-A, section 2, subsection 12-A.

C. "Sell" has the same meaning as in Title 17-A,
section 554-A, subsection 1, paragraph C.

D. "Transfer" has the same meaning as in Title
17-A, section 554-A, subsection 1, paragraph A.

2. Sale or transfer prohibited. A person may not
knowingly or intentionally sell or transfer a firearm to a

person who is prohibited from owning, possessing or

PUBLIC LAW, C. 306

having under that person's control a firearm pursuant to
section 393 and who does not have a permit issued un-
der section 393. This subsection does not apply to the
sale or transfer of an antique firearm.

Violation of this subsection is a Class D crime.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 306
S.P.91 - L.D. 187

An Act to Eliminate the Energy
Efficiency and Renewable
Resource Fund and to Provide
Needs-based Low-income
Assistance

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §3210, sub-§9, qB, as
amended by PL 2021, c. 199, §1, is further amended to
read:

B. The commission shall collect alternative com-
pliance payments to meet the requirements of sub-
sections 3-A and 3-B made by competitive electric-
ity providers and shall depesit use all funds col-

lected under this paragraph in—theEnergy Effi-

ies to provide financial assistance
for low-income households in accordance with sec-
tion 3214, subsection 2.

Sec. 2. 35-A MRSA §3214, sub-§2, qA, as
enacted by PL 1997, c. 316, §3, is amended to read:

A. Receive funds collected by all transmission and
distribution utilities in the State at a rate set by the
commission in periodic rate cases; and

Sec. 3. 35-A MRSA §3214, sub-§2, §A-1 is

enacted to read:

A-1. Receive funds collected by the commission
for alternative compliance payments in accordance

with section 3210, subsection 9, paragraph B; and

Sec. 4. 35-A MRSA §10121, as amended by PL
2011, c. 637, §8, is repealed.

See title page for effective date.
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