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Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §1322, as amended by PL
2023, c. 82, §2, is further amended to read:

§1322. Child occupants

A person may not knowingly rent a dwelling that
has been posted and ordered cleared of harmful lead-
based substances in accordance with section 1321, ex-
cept when waived by the department in accordance with
this section. In circumstances where the presence of
lead-based paint or building materials is unsuspected
and becomes known when the dwelling is already
rented to a family with children, the family of the chil-
dren may not be evicted for that reason and the owner
and occupant of the dwelling must be given written no-
tice by the department advising of the existence of lead-
based substances in the dwelling and ordering that
within 30 days the lead-based substances be removed,
replaced or securely and permanently covered.

Until the owner brings any residential dwelling or
premises into compliance with this Act while a tenant is
occupying a dwelling unit, the owner shall move the
tenant to a substitute dwelling unit upon reasonable no-
tice. The department may, on a case-by-case basis,
waive this requirement if the department determines
that the implementation of actions to reduce lead expo-
sure or interim controls sufficiently protects the resi-
dents of the unit until full abatement is achieved. Pur-
suant to section 1321, subsection 3-A, the department
may order the owner to implement lead exposure reduc-
tion actions or interim controls as determined by the de-
partment with reasonable notice. The owner shall pay
reasonable moving expenses and any use and occu-
pancy charges for a substitute dwelling unit that exceed
the rent for the vacated dwelling unit for which the ten-
ant remains responsible. "Substitute dwelling unit"
means a dwelling unit of like or similar accommodation
and in like or similar location that is lead-safe. If the
tenant fails to accept the substitute dwelling unit se-
lected by the owner while the owner is required to bring
the vacated dwelling unit into compliance with this Act
or the tenant fails to remain current in rent pursuant to
the lease or tenancy at will under Title 14, section 6002,
including the statutory period of right to cure, the owner
is not obligated beyond 10 days after completion of re-
mediation to reimburse the tenant for any expense or in-
convenience other than moving expenses and any use
and occupancy charges for the substitute dwelling unit
selected by the owner that exceed the rent for the va-
cated dwelling unit.
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The department may, on a case-by-case basis,
waive the prohibition on renting and permit the owner
of an owner-occupied residential dwelling of 3 dwelling
units or fewer for which lead-based substances have
been ordered to be removed, replaced or securely and
permanently covered in accordance with section 1321
to rent a vacant unit or units in that residential dwelling
before full abatement of the dwelling is achieved if the
department determines that residents may be suffi-
ciently protected from lead-based substances in the

dwelling.
Emergency clause. In view of the emergency

cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 23, 2023.

CHAPTER 271
S.P. 738 - L.D. 1822

An Act to Amend the Specialty
License Plate Laws and Extend
the Moratorium on Approval
of Specialty License Plates and
Remove the Authority of
Municipalities to Issue Driver's
Licenses

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, the moratorium on the Department of
the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles' ap-
proval of specialty license plates or recognition license
plates expires July 14, 2023; and

Whereas, this legislation extends that moratorium
until June 30, 2024; and

Whereas, without this legislation taking effect
immediately, there will be a period of time when no
moratorium is in effect, which is not the intended effect
of this legislation; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA §201, sub-§1, as amended
by PL 2017, c. 229, §9, is further amended to read:

1. Appointment of agents by Secretary of State;
scope of authority. With the approval of the municipal
officers, the Secretary of State may appoint a municipal
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tax collector, or other persons designated by a munici-
pality, to collect excise taxes on vehicles and to receive
applications for nencommercial-driver'sHicenserenew—
new registrations and renewals of
registrations of motor vehicles, trailers and semitrailers.
The Secretary of State may authorlze a municipal agent
to issue renewals—andduplicates—of noncommereial
driver'sHeenses;—nondriver—identification—eards; new
registrations and renewals of registrations or may limit
the agent's authority to the issuance of renewals only.

Sec. 2. 29-A MRSA §201, sub-§3, as amended
by PL 2019, c. 255, §1, is further amended to read:

3. Service fees. Municipal agents appointed in
accordance with subsection 1 may charge service fees
for registrations and renewals of Lieenses-and registra-
tions as follows.

A. A municipal agent may charge an applicant a
fee

nendriveridentification-card-ssucd-anda-ftee not to
exceed $5 over the required fee for each renewal of
a registration issued and a fee not to exceed $6 over
the required fee for each new registration issued.

B. In a municipality in which agents are authorized

to issue registrations-or renewals-of noncommereial
driver'slicenses,nondriver-identification—cards—or

registrations for applicants from another munici-
pality or from an unorganized territory, the agent
may charge those applicants $1 in addition to the
fees authorized by this subsection for each registra-
tion or renewal.

C. A municipal agent authorized to issue tempo-
rary registration permits may charge an applicant a
fee not to exceed $1 over the required permit fee.

D. A municipal agent authorized to process per-
mits and decals for vehicles with gross vehicle
weight in excess of 6,000 pounds may charge a fee
not to exceed $1 over the required fee for each per-
mit or decal issued.

E. A municipal agent may charge a fee not to ex-
ceed $1 over the required fee for the issuance of a

duplicate registration;—duplicate—nencommereial
driver'sHicense—or—duplicate nondriver—identifica-
tionreard.

G. A municipal agent may charge an applicant a
fee not to exceed $1 $2 over the required fee when
an applicant is requesting issuance of a set of plates

designated as specialty license plates by the Secre-
tary of State to replace previously issued plates.

H. The Secretary of State may authorize municipal
agents to charge a fee not to exceed $1 over the re-
quired fee for other transactions that the municipal
agent carries out on behalf of the Secretary of State
and that are not listed in this subsection.
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The municipality may retain all service fees authorized
in this subsection.

Sec. 3. 29-A MRSA §456-C, sub-§4, as en-
acted by PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. LLLL, §2, is amended to
read:

4. TIssuance. The Secretary of State shall issue a
sportsman registration plate in a—number-orletter—se-
quence—or a combination of a number and letter se-
quence.

Sec. 4. 29-A MRSA §456-D, sub-§4, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2007, c. 703, §7, is amended
to read:

4. Design. A sponsor must submit a design for the
We Support Our Troops plates to the Secretary of State
for approval or modification in accordance with section
468, subsection 5 1-B. The design must include the
shape of the boundaries of the State of Maine, with an
image of a curled ribbon superimposed over the shape
of the State, with the words "We Support Our Troops"
printed along the bottom of the plate. The Secretary of
State shall provide the final design to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
transportation matters prior to manufacture of the
plates. The Secretary of State shall issue upon request
We Support Our Troops plates that are also vanity
plates. We Support Our Troops plates are issued in
accordance with the provisions of this section and sec-
tion 453.

Sec. 5. 29-A MRSA §456-F, sub-§6, as
amended by PL 2011, c. 556, §3, is further amended to
read:

6. Duplicate plates. The Secretary of State shall
issue an agriculture education plate in a 3-number and
3-letter combination sequence ot

i i . Vanity plates
may not duplicate vanity plates issued in another class
of plate.

Sec. 6. 29-A MRSA §468, as amended by PL
2021, c. 216, §12, is further amended to read:

§468. Specialty license plate

The Secretary of State may not issue a specialty li-
cense plate until the sponsor has met all of the require-
ments of this section and the proposed specialty license
plate legislation as required in subsection 7 is reviewed
by the joint standing committee of the Legislature hav-
ing jurisdiction over transportation matters and ap-
proved by the Legislature. For the purposes of this sub-
chapter, "specialty license plate" means a specially de-
signed registration plate that may be used in place of the
regular plate and registration for fundraising purposes.
The Secretary of State shall administer a specialty li-
cense plate in accordance with the following provisions.
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1. Sponsor. A person must register with the Sec-
retary of State and receive approval from the Secretary
of State as the sponsor of a specialty license plate.

1-A. Sponsor affiliation. A sponsor must be af-
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if the requirements in subsection 7 are not met
within one year.

The Secretary of State shall deposit the $50,000
$100.000 provided under paragraph B in the Specialty

filiated with a state department that is responsible for
oversight of the collection and distribution of the con-
tributions collected under subsection 2, paragraph B
and not returned pursuant to subsection 2, paragraph C,
which, except as provided by subsection 2, must be de-
posited in an other special revenue account to provide
essential services to the public. To obtain preliminary
approval in subsection 1-B, the sponsor shall provide
documentation to the Secretary of State identifying the
state_department providing oversight and that depart-
ment shall submit in writing on departmental letterhead
to the Secretary of State that it agrees to oversee the col-
lection and distribution of the contributions.

1-B. Plate design approval. This subsection gov-

License Plate Fund established under section 469.

3-A. Credit reeeipts voucher. The Secretary of

State shall provide 2;000-ereditreceipts-to-the-spenser

i a voucher to each of the

4.000 supporters that contributed $25. The credit re-

eeipt voucher may be used only to obtain one set of spe-
cialty license plates.

3-B. Registration fee. The fee for the specialty
license plate is in addition to the regular motor vehicle
registration fee required by section 501 and the excise
tax required by Title 36, section 1482.

3-C. Fee; credit to funds. This subsection gov-
erns the funding distribution for specialty license plates

erns the plate design approval process.

A. A sponsor shall submit the documentation un-
der subsection 1-A to the Secretary of State and ob-
tain from the Secretary of State preliminary ap-
proval of the proposed specialty license plate de-
sign before proceeding with subsection 2.

B. Before preliminarily approving the proposed
specialty license plate design, the Secretary of State

shall obtain the services of a professional designer,
paid by the sponsor, to format the plate to meet the
Secretary of State's design requirements and stan-
dards. The Secretary of State shall consult with the
Maine State Police and the Maine Turnpike Au-
thority to evaluate the human and electronic reada-
bility of the plate design.

C. Before manufacturing the specialty license
plate, the Secretary of State shall provide the final
design for a specialty license plate to the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having juris-
diction over transportation matters for review.

2. Names, signatures and payment. The Secre-
tary of State may not manufacture an authorized spe-
cialty license plate unless the sponsor:

A. Provides to the Secretary of State a list with
25000 4,000 names, dated signatures and current
plate numbers of supporters who have physically
signed a statement on paper declaring they intend
to purchase and display the specialty license plate;
and

B. Collects from each supporter who signs the
statement an amount of $25 for each set of plates
and provides to the Secretary of State the sum of
these contributions in the amount of $50,000
$100,000, which is nonrefundable-; and

C. Informs each supporter that the $25 contribu-
tion will be returned to the supporter within 90 days
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approved for issuance after June 30, 2024. In addition
to the regular motor vehicle registration fee prescribed
by law for the particular class of vehicle registered, the
initial fee for the specialty license plates is $20, which
must be deposited with the Treasurer of State and cred-
ited as follows:

A. Ten dollars to the other special revenue account
under subsection 1-A for purposes specified in the
account description;

B. Nine dollars to the Highway Fund for adminis-
trative and production costs; and

C. One dollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund
established under section 469.

3-D. Renewal fee. This subsection governs the
funding_distribution for renewals of specialty license
plates after June 30, 2024. In addition to the regular mo-
tor vehicle registration fee prescribed by law for the par-
ticular class of vehicle registered, the annual renewal
fee for the specialty license plates is $15, which must be
deposited with the Treasurer of State and credited as
follows:

A. Ten dollars to the other special revenue account
under subsection 1-A for purposes specified in the
account description;

B. Four dollars to the Highway Fund for adminis-
trative and production costs; and

C. One dollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund
established under section 469.

4. Minimum number manufactured. The Sec-
retary of State shall manufacture a minimum of 2,060
4,000 specialty license plates for each specialty license
plate authorized under this section.
pesed dl_e;sxgﬂ. fexla sp]eeiaélty Heense ;pléate flei ¥&]19191.9 val
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standing-committee-of the Legislature-having jurisdic
E; of-o ’e; tiaﬁspe'ft]aae] i Hi&EES{]S shall review Eh? final
of the-plate-
6. Numbering, lettering and duplicate plates.
The Secretary
of State shall issue a specialty license plate in a 3-
number and 3-letter combination sequence. Plate num-
bers may not duplicate plates issued in another class of
plate. Vanity plates may not duplicate vanity plates is-
sued in another class of plate. This subsection does not
apply to a person that holds a specialty license plate
with duplicate numbers in another class of plate or a du-
plicate vanity plate in another class of plate issued in
accor-dance with section 453 prior to July 1, 2023, as

long as the person maintains a valid registration with
that plate.

7. Deadline for Secretary of State approval. The
sponsor must submit to the Secretary of State the
names, signatures, payment and proposed design for the
specialty license plate by September 1st. The signatures
must have been collected in-person within 2-years one
year of submission to the Secretary of State. Electroni-
cally collected signatures may not be accepted. If the

require-
ments of subsections 1, 1-A, 1-B and 2 are met, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit proposed legislation seeking
authorization of the specialty license plate to the follow-
ing regular session of the Legislature.

8. Weight limit. Except as provided under section
456-F, subsection 7, paragraph B, a specialty license
plate under this subchapter may be issued for an auto-
mobile or truck that does not exceed 26,000 pounds reg-
istered weight. After June 30, 2024, an automobile or
truck that is issued a specialty license plate may not ex-
ceed 10,000 pounds registered weight.

9. Limit on authorization. The Secretary of State

shall feﬁf%aﬂd—eeasﬁe—lsw%&ﬂy—pl-a%%amhe%&ed—aﬁer

manage the number
of approved specialty license plates in accordance with
this subsection.

C. When a specialty license plate falls to 4,500 reg-
istrations, the Secretary of State shall notify the
sponsor and the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation
matters of the Secretary of State's intent to retire
and cease to issue the specialty license plate if the
number of registrations falls below 4,000 for one
year. The Secretary of State shall provide the spon-
sor with monthly updates.

D. The Secretary of State shall retire, cease to issue
and replace upon renewal a specialty license plate
if the number of registrations falls below 4,000 for
more than one year.
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E. The Secretary of State shall retire, cease to issue
and replace upon renewal a specialty license plate
if the entity receiving a distribution of the contribu-
tions ceases to operate or does not comply with this
section.

F. When the total number of approved specialty
license plates reaches 15, the Secretary of State
may not approve a specialty license plate sponsor
under subsection 1. The sponsor's name and affili-
ated state department identified pursuant to subsec-
tion 1-A must be added to a waiting list in the order
of the received requests.

10. Additional versions or classes of the spe-
cialty license plate. The Secretary of State may not is-
sue a specialty license plate in a metereyele,trailer-or
commereial-vehiele-elassif: class other than passenger

plates.

Commercial plates issued prior to July 1, 2023 under

sections 455 and 456-F are exempt from this subsection.

11. Affiliated state department. A sponsor shall
provide to the affiliated state department identified pur-
suant to subsection 1-A an annual independent audit of
the other special revenue account. The affiliated state
department shall provide to the Secretary of State an an-
nual audit report and an accounting of the contributions
received and distributed during that reporting period.
The Secretary of State shall provide the report to the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having ju-
risdiction over transportation matters.

Sec. 7. Resolve 2021, c. 108, §1 is repealed.

Sec. 8. Moratorium. The Department of the Sec-
retary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles, notwith-
standing the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, sec-
tions 468 and 468-A, may not approve any specialty li-
cense plate or recognition license plate sponsor to begin
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the specialty license plate or recognition license plate
signature gathering process, bring forth enabling legis-
lation or otherwise initiate any new designs, redesigns
or additional specialty license plates or recognition li-
cense plates, other than those already approved and en-
acted, until June 30, 2025.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 23, 2023.

PUBLIC LAW, C. 275

are not required to file a report on the 42nd day be-
fore a primary election pursuant to this section.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 272
S.P.37-L.D. 45

An Act to Prevent Retaliatory
Evictions

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 14 MRSA §6001, sub-§3, YA, as
amended by PL 2013, c. 324, §1, is further amended to
read:

A. Asserted the tenant's rights pursuant to section
6015, 6016, 6021 or seetior 6030-D;

Sec. 2. 14 MRSA §6001, sub-§3, as amended
by PL 2019, c. 351, §2, is further amended by amending
the 2nd blocked paragraph to read:

Ne A writ of possession may not issue in the absence of
rebuttal of the presumption of retaliation.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 274
H.P. 885 - L.D. 1371

An Act to Amend Limits on the
Direct Shipment of Wine

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 28-A MRSA §1403-A, sub-§6, as en-
acted by PL 2009, c. 373, §1, is repealed.

Sec. 2. 28-A MRSA §1403-A, sub-§6-A is en-

acted to read:

6-A. Shipment limit. A direct shipper may not

ship a container of wine of less than 250 milliliters and

may ship no more than 9,000 milliliters per shipment no
more than 12 times to any one recipient address in a cal-

endar year.
See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 273
S.P. 121 - L.D. 255

An Act Regarding Campaign
Finance Reports

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA §1017, sub-§3-A, qD-1,
as amended by PL 2009, c. 190, Pt. A, §5, is further
amended to read:

D-1. Reports must be filed no later than 11:59 p.m.
on the 42nd day before the date on which a-general
an election is held and must be complete as of the
49th day before that date, except that this report is
not required for candidates for municipal office,
unless required by the municipality. Certified can-
didates and participating candidates, as defined un-
der section 1122, subsections | and 6, respectively,
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CHAPTER 275
S.P. 548 - L.D. 1383

An Act to Regulate Insurance
Carrier Prior Authorization
Requirements for
Rehabilitative and Habilitative
Services

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 24-A MRSA §4304, sub-§1, as
amended by PL 2007, c. 199, Pt. B, §13, is further
amended to read:

1. Requirements for medical review or utiliza-
tion review practices. A carrier must shall appoint a
medical director who is responsible for reviewing and
approving the carrier's policies governing the clinical
aspects of coverage determinations by any health plan
that it offers or renews. A carrier's medical review or
utilization review practices must be governed by the
standard of medically necessary health care as defined
in this chapter. A carrier shall provide clear written pol-
icies and procedures to providers and enrollees on how
to obtain a prior authorization.

Sec. 2. 24-A MRSA §4304-A is enacted to

read:

§4304-A. Prior authorization for rehabilitative or
habilitative services






