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OTHER SPECIAL 
REVENUE FUNDS 

2023-24 2024-25 

Personal Services $2,310 $2,310 
  __________ __________ 
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE 
FUNDS TOTAL 

$2,310 $2,310 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 213 
H.P. 194 - L.D. 296 

An Act to Ensure 
Municipalities Receive a 

Higher Percentage of All-
terrain Vehicle and 

Snowmobile Registration Fees 
to Cover Increased Expenses 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §13105, sub-§1, ¶B, as en-
acted by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 
614, §9, is amended to read: 

B.  Agents may charge a service fee of not more 
than $1 $5 for each snowmobile registration or re-
newal registration issued and $2 for each registra-
tion covered by sections 13002 to 13005.  This ser-
vice fee is retained by the agent. 
Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §13156, sub-§3, as enacted 

by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, §9, 
is amended to read: 

3.  Service fees.  An agent may charge a service fee 
of $1 not more than $5 for each ATV registration or re-
newal registration issued and $2 for each registration 
covered by sections 13002 to 13005.  This service fee is 
retained by the agent. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 214 
H.P. 248 - L.D. 397 

An Act to Allow Signs at 
Outdoor Athletic Facilities 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §1908-B is enacted to read: 
§1908-B.  Outdoor advertising; outdoor athletic fa-

cilities 
1. Signs. A municipality may build and maintain an 

advertising sign visible to the traveling public from a 
public way at an outdoor athletic facility as long as the 
sign: 

A. Is oriented inward to the persons visiting or us-
ing the facility; 
B. Is secured to a fence, scoreboard or accessory 
structure; 
C. Does not exceed the height of the structure on 
which it is located; and  
D. Does not exceed 4 feet by 8 feet. 
2. Revenue collected. Revenue collected from ad-

vertising fees under this section by a municipality must 
be used for purposes related to the construction, mainte-
nance, operation or programming of the athletic facility. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 215 
H.P. 313 - L.D. 496 

An Act to Address Battery 
Storage System 

Decommissioning and Clarify 
Solar Energy Development 

Decommissioning 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3496, first ¶, as enacted 
by PL 2021, c. 151, §1, is amended to read: 

The Department of Environmental Protection shall 
administer and enforce this chapter with respect to the 
decommissioning of solar energy developments for 
which it is the environmental permitting entity, subject 
to the same powers and authorities granted to it pursuant 
to Title 38, chapter 2, including which may include, but 
are not limited to, the adoption of rules and the estab-
lishment of reasonable fees.  The Maine Land Use Plan-
ning Commission shall administer and enforce this 
chapter with respect to the decommissioning of solar 
energy developments for which it is the environmental 
permitting entity, subject to the same powers and au-
thorities granted to it pursuant to Title 12, chapter 
206‑A, including which may include, but are not limited 
to, the adoption of rules and the establishment of rea-
sonable fees. 

Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §3497 is enacted to read: 
§3497.  Applicability 

This chapter applies to a solar energy development 
with ground-mounted solar panels occupying 3 or more 
acres on which construction begins on or after October 
1, 2021 and to any other solar energy development with 
ground-mounted solar panels occupying 3 or more acres 
that undergoes a transfer of ownership on or after Octo-
ber 1, 2021. 

Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA c. 34-E is enacted to read: 
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CHAPTER 34-E 
BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM DECOMMIS-

SIONING 
§3498. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following terms have the following 
meanings. 

1.  Decommissioning.  "Decommissioning" means 
the physical removal of all components of a battery stor-
age system development, including but not limited to 
battery storage modules and associated anchoring sys-
tems and foundations to a depth of at least 24 inches or 
to the depth of bedrock, whichever is less, and other 
structures, buildings, roads, fences, cables, electrical 
components or associated facilities and foundations to a 
depth of at least 24 inches or to the depth of bedrock, 
whichever is less, to the extent the components of the 
development are not otherwise in or proposed to be 
placed in productive use or otherwise authorized to re-
main in place by the environmental permitting entity.   
For any portion of a battery storage system develop-
ment located on land classified as farmland any time 
within 5 years preceding the start of construction of the 
development, "decommissioning" means the physical 
removal of all such components of the development to 
a depth of at least 48 inches or to the depth of bedrock, 
whichever is less, to the extent such components are not 
otherwise in or proposed to be placed in productive use 
or otherwise authorized to remain in place by the envi-
ronmental permitting entity.   
"Decommissioning" includes the grading to postcon-
struction grade and revegetation of all earth disturbed 
during construction and decommissioning, except for 
areas already restored. 

2. Battery storage system. "Battery storage sys-
tem" means a commercially available technology that 
uses chemical processes for absorbing energy and stor-
ing it for a period of time for use at a later time, includ-
ing but not limited to lithium-ion batteries.  

3.  Environmental permitting entity.  "Environ-
mental permitting entity" means: 

A.  The Department of Environmental Protection in 
the case of a battery storage system development: 

(1)  Located wholly or partly outside of the un-
organized and deorganized areas; or 
(2)  Subject to the department's jurisdiction 
pursuant to Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter 1, 
article 6; or 

B.  The Maine Land Use Planning Commission in 
the case of a battery storage system development 
located wholly in the unorganized and deorganized 

areas and not subject to the jurisdiction of the De-
partment of Environmental Protection pursuant to 
Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter 1, article 6. 
4.  Farmland.  "Farmland" has the same meaning 

as in Title 36, section 1102, subsection 4. 
5.  Transfer of ownership.  "Transfer of owner-

ship" means a change in the legal entity that owns or 
operates a battery storage system development.  A sale 
or exchange of stock or membership interests or a mer-
ger is not a transfer of ownership as long as the legal 
entity that owns or operates the battery storage system 
development remains the same. 

6.  Unorganized and deorganized areas.  "Unor-
ganized and deorganized areas" has the same meaning 
as in Title 12, section 682, subsection 1. 
§3499. Decommissioning plan required 

1. Prohibition.  A person may not construct, cause 
to be constructed or operate a battery storage system de-
velopment with a capacity of 2 megawatts or more with-
out first obtaining approval of a decommissioning plan 
from the environmental permitting entity under this sec-
tion. 

2. Plan requirements.  A decommissioning plan 
must provide for the decommissioning of a battery stor-
age system development and include demonstration of 
current and future financial capacity, which must be un-
affected by the owner's or operator's future financial 
condition, to fully fund decommissioning in accordance 
with an approved decommissioning plan under this sec-
tion. 

3.  Standards.  An environmental permitting entity 
shall approve a decommissioning plan whenever it finds 
the following: 

A. The plan, if implemented, will result in success-
ful decommissioning of the battery storage system 
development, including the restoration of farmland 
sufficient to support resumption of farming or ag-
ricultural activities; 
B. The plan provides for the recycling of the waste 
components of the battery storage system that are 
recyclable and disposing of the components that 
are not recyclable at facilities authorized to accept 
such components; 
C. The person identified in the plan as responsible 
for decommissioning demonstrates financial assur-
ance, in the form of a performance bond, surety 
bond, irrevocable letter of credit or other form of 
financial assurance acceptable to the environmen-
tal permitting entity, for the total cost of decommis-
sioning, including the cost of recycling the waste 
components of the battery storage system that are 
recyclable and disposing of the components that 
are not recyclable at facilities authorized to accept 
such components; and 
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D. The plan requires the financial assurance be up-
dated 15 years after approval of the plan and no less 
frequently than every 5 years thereafter. Updates to 
financial assurance required under this paragraph 
must be submitted to the environmental permitting 
entity on or before December 31st of the year in 
which such updates are required. 
4. Applicability.  This section applies to a battery 

storage system development on which construction be-
gins on or after January 1, 2024.  This section does not 
apply to a battery storage system development on which 
construction begins prior to January 1, 2024 unless the 
battery storage system development undergoes a trans-
fer of ownership on or after January 1, 2024 in which 
case a person may not operate the battery storage sys-
tem after the transfer of ownership without a decommis-
sioning plan approved by the environmental permitting 
entity under this section. 
Upon a transfer of ownership of a battery storage sys-
tem development subject to a decommissioning plan ap-
proved under this section, a person that transfers own-
ership of the development remains jointly and severally 
liable for implementation of the plan until the environ-
mental permitting entity approves transfer of the de-
commissioning plan to the new owner or operator. 

5. Administration and enforcement; rulemak-
ing.  The Department of Environmental Protection shall 
administer and enforce this chapter with respect to the 
decommissioning of battery storage system develop-
ments for which it is the environmental permitting en-
tity, subject to the same powers and authorities granted 
to it pursuant to Title 38, chapter 2, which may include, 
but are not limited to, the adoption of rules and the es-
tablishment of reasonable fees.  The Maine Land Use 
Planning Commission shall administer and enforce this 
chapter with respect to the decommissioning of battery 
storage system developments for which it is the envi-
ronmental permitting entity, subject to the same powers 
and authorities granted to it pursuant to Title 12, chapter 
206-A, which may include, but are not limited to, the 
adoption of rules and the establishment of reasonable 
fees. 

Notwithstanding Title 5, section 8071, subsection 
3, rules adopted by the Department of Environmental 
Protection or by the Maine Land Use Planning Com-
mission pursuant to this section are routine technical 
rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

Sec. 4.  PL 2021, c. 151, §2 is repealed. 
See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 216 
H.P. 380 - L.D. 603 

An Act to Make Electric Breast 
Pumps More Accessible by 
Providing for MaineCare 

Reimbursement 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3174-KKK is enacted to 
read: 
§3174-KKK.  Electric breast pump reimbursement 

The department shall reimburse under the 
MaineCare program for electric breast pumps and sup-
plies without prior authorization or limitation when 
electric breast pumps or supplies have been prescribed 
or recommended by a health care professional licensed 
under Title 32 acting within the health care profession-
al's authorized scope of practice. The department shall 
adopt rules to implement this section. Rules adopted 
pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as de-
fined by Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

Sec. 2. Electric breast pump and supplies 
reimbursement rules.  By January 1, 2024, the De-
partment of Health and Human Services shall adopt 
rules to implement the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, 
section 3174-KKK. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 217 
H.P. 386 - L.D. 609 

An Act Regarding Guidelines 
for Free Telephone Calls by 
Individuals Incarcerated in 
Department of Corrections 

Facilities 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  34-A MRSA §3015, sub-§2, as enacted 
by PL 2021, c. 615, Pt. A, §1, is amended by enacting 
at the end a new first blocked paragraph to read: 
The chief administrative officer of each department fa-
cility shall draft, publish and implement guidelines gov-
erning resident access to free telephone calls as required 
by paragraphs A and B in that facility. 

See title page for effective date. 




