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PUBLIC LAW, C. 171

the vaccine to the appropriate state immunization infor-

mation reporting system within 72 hours of administer-
ing the vaccine.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 15, 2023.

CHAPTER 171
S.P.370 - L.D. 873

An Act to Continue the
Department of Education
Diploma Program Related to
the COVID-19 Pandemic

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, the provision allowing a student to ap-
ply for a Department of Education diploma if the stu-
dent experienced a significant interruption in education
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and civil emer-
gency is set to expire on September 1, 2023; and

Whereas, this legislation is necessary to continue
the effect of this provision without interruption; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §257-A, sub-§1-A, as en-
acted by PL 2021, c. 61, §1, is amended to read:

1-A.  Eligibility for students impacted by
COVID-19 pandemic. Notwithstanding the eligibility
requirements in subsection 1, a student is eligible to ap-
ply for a Department of Education diploma if that stu-
dent is a 4th year secondary school student and is unable
to satisfy the requirements for a diploma from a school
administrative unit because the student experienced a
significant interruption to the student's education as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic and civil emergency
during the student's secondary school education history.

This subsection is repealed on September 1, 2023 2026.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 15, 2023.

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION - 2023

CHAPTER 172
H.P. 352 - L.D. 547

An Act to Amend the Hunting
Laws as They Pertain to the
Training of Dogs

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation expands the area in
which dogs may be trained for hunting in this State; and

Whereas, the season for training hunting dogs be-
gins July 1st, and this legislation needs to take effect by
that date in order that residents may take advantage of
the expanded training area this year; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §12051, sub-§1, gD is en-

acted to read:

D. Notwithstanding paragraph C, until May 1,
2025, in those portions of Washington County and
Hancock County that are situated south of Route 9,
aresident may train up to 6 dogs at any one time on
bear from July 1st to the 4th day preceding the open
season on hunting bear except that permission is re-
quired to train dogs on land used for wild blueberry

production.
This paragraph is repealed May 1, 2025.

Sec. 2. Report. The Department of Inland Fish-
eries and Wildlife shall report any findings and recom-
mendations resulting from the changes in practice under
section 1 to the joint standing committee of the Legis-
lature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wild-
life matters by January 15, 2025. The committee may
report out a bill related to the subject matter of the report
to the 132nd Legislature in 2025.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 15, 2023.
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