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6.  Eligibility; recovery residence; exception.  
The overseer in a municipality may not deny general 
assistance to a person for the sole reason that the person 
is residing in a recovery residence.  Beginning July 1, 
2022, a municipality may not provide housing assis-
tance to a person residing in a recovery residence that 
has not been certified in accordance with Title 5, section 
20005, subsection 22, except that the person may re-
ceive housing assistance while residing in an uncertified 
recovery residence for one 30-day period only and the 
overseer shall inform the person of the requirements of 
this subsection.  A person who is ineligible for housing 
assistance under this subsection may remain eligible to 
receive general assistance for other basic necessities.  
Upon request by a person residing in a certified recov-
ery residence who has been determined eligible for 
housing assistance, a municipality shall issue a housing 
assistance payment to the operator of the certified re-
covery residence instead of to a landlord. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 8, 2023. 

CHAPTER 134 
H.P. 336 - L.D. 531 

An Act to Add Gray Squirrels 
and Red Squirrels to the 
Species List for the Open 

Training Season for Hunting 
Dogs 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, this legislation adds gray squirrels and 
red squirrels to the species list for the open training sea-
son for hunting dogs; and 

Whereas, the earliest date of the open season for 
training hunting dogs in this State is July 1, 2023; and 

Whereas, this legislation must take effect in time 
for the start of the hunting dog training season; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation 
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §12051, sub-§1, ¶A, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2013, c. 588, Pt. A, §16, is 
amended to read: 

A.  A person may train dogs on foxes, snowshoe 
hare, gray squirrels, red squirrels and raccoons 
from July 1st through the following March 31st, in-
cluding Sundays. 
Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §12051, sub-§3, as amended 

by PL 2011, c. 253, §22, is further amended to read: 
3.  Possessing firearm while training dogs.  A 

person may not possess a firearm while training a dog 
outside of the open training season on foxes, snowshoe 
hare, gray squirrels, red squirrels and raccoons as set out 
in subsection 1, paragraph A. 

A.  A person who violates this subsection commits 
a civil violation for which a fine of not less than 
$100 nor more than $500 may be adjudged. 
B.  A person who violates this subsection after hav-
ing been adjudicated as having committed 3 or 
more civil violations under this Part within the pre-
vious 5-year period commits a Class E crime. 
Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 

cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 8, 2023. 

CHAPTER 135 
H.P. 8 - L.D. 4 

An Act to Update Provisions of 
the Department of Corrections 
Laws Regarding Operation and 

Administration of Jails, 
Women's Services and Juvenile 

Detention 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  34-A MRSA §1001, sub-§8-A, as 
amended by PL 2017, c. 148, §5, is further amended to 
read: 

8-A.  Detention facility.  "Detention facility" 
means the Long Creek Youth Development Center and, 
to the extent it houses juveniles, the Mountain View 
Correctional Facility. 

Sec. 2.  34-A MRSA §1208, sub-§6, as enacted 
by PL 1983, c. 581, §§10 and 59, is repealed. 

Sec. 3.  34-A MRSA §1208-B, sub-§4, as en-
acted by PL 2021, c. 732, Pt. C, §1, is amended to read: 

4.  Requirements; rulemaking by commissioner.  
The jails shall operate in accordance with best practices 
applicable to facilities of their type and size, including 
the mandatory standards, policies and procedures estab-
lished by rules adopted by the commissioner under sub-
section 1 and standards adopted under section 1208, and 
with the following requirements as set forth in rules 




