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SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2021

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective March 31, 2022.

CHAPTER 141
H.P. 1381 - L.D. 1871

Resolve, Directing the Maine
Human Rights Commission To
Extend Its Pilot Program To
Investigate and Report on
Incidents of Harassment Due to
Housing Status, Lack of
Employment and Other Issues

Sec. 1. Resolve 2019, c. 113, §1, amended.
Resolved: That Resolve 2019, ¢. 113, §1 is amended
to read:

Sec. 1. Maine Human Rights Commission
pilot program to investigate and report on inci-
dents and complaints of harassment due to
housing status, lack of employment and other
issues. Resolved: That the Maine Human Rights
Commission shall, within budgeted resources, imple-
ment a 2-year 4-year pilot program to receive, review
and investigate incidents and complaints of harassment
due to a person's lack of employment or housing status
and other reports of interference with a person's access
to public accommodations.

In carrying out the pilot program, the commission
shall investigate and respond to incidents and com-
plaints of harassment as set out in the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 5, sections 4611 and 4612. The commis-
sion may use any of its powers under Title 5, section
4566 to carry out the pilot program. The commission
may limit the scope of the pilot program in the interest
of efficiency.

The commission shall produce an interim report for
submission to the Jei i i iet
ary joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over judiciary matters by September 15,
2021 2023. The commission shall produce a final re-
port for submission to the joint standing committee of
the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary mat-
ters by September 15, 2022 2024. Either report may
contain recommendations on changes to the pilot pro-
gram or for its continuation as well as suggested legis-
lation to carry out any of the recommendations.

Sec. 2. Retroactivity. Resolved: That this re-
solve is retroactive to June 16, 2020.

See title page for effective date.

RESOLVE, C. 142

CHAPTER 142
S.P. 605 - L.D. 1853

Resolve, To Increase Oversight
of the Child Welfare System

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, the duty to protect children from abuse
and neglect is a fundamental priority of the Legislature;
and

Whereas, the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human
services matters must receive reports from citizen re-
view panels and the Department of Health and Human
Services, Office of Child and Family Services as soon
as possible in order to consider legislation affecting the
duty to protect children from abuse and neglect; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
be it

Sec. 1. Citizen panels quarterly reports.
Resolved: That the child welfare advisory panel, re-
ferred to in this section as "the advisory panel," estab-
lished pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22,
section 4010-D and the child death and serious injury
review panel, referred to in this section as "the review
panel," established in Title 22, section 4004, subsection
1, paragraph E, shall submit reports to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
health and human services matters at least every 3
months beginning in June 2022 and until June 30, 2024.
The advisory panel and the review panel may choose to
submit combined reports or separate reports. Any
presentations of the reports to the committee must be
presented by the citizen members of the panels to the
extent possible. Each quarterly report must contain, at
minimum, the following:

1. A summary of generalized and anonymized ob-
servations in the prior 3-month period regarding efforts
by the Department of Health and Human Services, Of-
fice of Child and Family Services to improve the child
welfare system;

2. A summary of the collaboration between the ad-
visory panel and the review panel as well as the Justice
for Children Task Force established in 2006 that reports
to the Supreme Judicial Court; and

3. Any recommendations on how to further protect
the State's children through Department of Health and
Human Services policy and rulemaking and through
legislation.
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