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PUBLIC LAW, C. 663

or assistant for the purpose of providing edu-
cation to the elected official on cultivation by
the dispensary, emergency services personnel,
an assistant of a marijuana testing facility or a
person who needs to gain access to a cultiva-
tion area in order to perform repairs or mainte-
nance or to do construction may access the cul-
tivation area to provide professional services
while under the direct supervision of a card-
holder who is an officer, director or assistant

of the dispensary.
Sec. 32. 22 MRSA §2429-A, sub-§4, as

amended by PL 2019, c. 331, §28, is further amended
to read:

4. Educational materials. A person that provides
harvested marijuana to a qualifying patient suast shall
make educational materials about the use of harvested
marijuana available in printed or electronic form to the
qualifying patient at the time of the transaction. The de-
partment shall develop the minimum content of the ed-
ucational materials provided under this subsection and
make that content available publicly.

Sec. 33. 22 MRSA §2430-C, sub-§6-A is en-

acted to read:

6-A. Restrictions on law enforcement access.
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a
law enforcement officer may not enter any location in
which a qualifying patient, caregiver, registered dispen-
sary, manufacturing facility or marijuana testing facility
conducts activities authorized under this chapter or pur-
suant to a registry identification card or registration cer-
tificate issued under this chapter, except where:

A. The patient, caregiver, dispensary, manufactur-
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Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective April 26, 2022.

CHAPTER 663
H.P. 807 - L.D. 1129

An Act Relating to the
Valuation of Improved Real
Property

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 36 MRSA §701-A, as amended by PL
2007, c. 389, §1, is further amended by enacting after
the 2nd paragraph a new paragraph to read:

For the purpose of establishing the valuation of im-
proved real property, the property must be valued based
on its highest and best use as of April 1st of each year,
taking all of the following 3 approaches to value into
consideration: cost, income capitalization and sales
comparison. In establishing the valuation of improved
real property, assessors shall consider age, condition,
use, type of construction, location, design, physical fea-
tures and economic characteristics.

Sec. 2. 36 MRSA §701-A, as amended by PL
2007, c. 389, §1, is further amended by enacting at the
end a new paragraph to read:

In determining just value, consistent with the Con-
stitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 8, a property sub-

ject to restrictions, contractual or otherwise, that restrict

ing facility or marijuana testing facility voluntarily

the permitted use of a property may not be considered

allows the law enforcement officer to enter the lo-

comparable to property not so restricted.

cation;

B. The law enforcement officer's entry is autho-
rized pursuant to a warrant issued by a duly autho-
rized justice, judge or justice of the peace; or

C. The law enforcement officer's entry is autho-
rized in accordance with a recognized exception to
the warrant requirement, including, but not limited
to, exigent circumstances.

Sec. 34. 22 MRSA §2430-C, sub-§7, JA, as
enacted by PL 2017, c. 452, §24, is amended to read:

A. If the person is a qualifying patient or visiting
qualifying patient, present upon request of a law
enforcement officer the eriginal patient's written
certification for—the—patient and the patient's
government-issued identification that includes a
photo and proof of address; or

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 664
H.P. 1259 - L.D. 1694

An Act To Create the Maine
Redevelopment Land Bank
Authority

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §12004-G, sub-§7-G is en-

acted to read:

71-G.
Economic Maine Redevelopment Expenses 30-A
Development Land Bank Authority Only MRSA
§5154
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Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §12004-1, sub-§6-J is enacted

to read:

6-J.
Economic Development Ready Expenses 30-A
Development Advisory Committee Only MRSA
5161

Sec. 3. 30-A MRSA c. 204 is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 204

MAINE REDEVELOPMENT LAND BANK
AUTHORITY

§5151. Title

This chapter may be known and cited as "the Maine
Redevelopment Land Bank Act."

§5152. Findings and declaration of necessity

The Legislature finds and declares that:

1. Blighted, abandoned, environmentally haz-
ardous and functionally obsolete property burdens
public resources. There exist areas in the State in need
of economic revitalization where blighted, abandoned
and environmentally hazardous property and property
that is both functionally obsolete and unfit to be repur-
posed for another use present burdens on municipal rev-
enues and public health and safety;

2. Need for revitalization. In order to strengthen
and revitalize the economy of the State and municipali-
ties, it is in the best interest of the State to assemble and
dispose of blighted, abandoned and environmentally
hazardous property and property that is both function-
ally obsolete and unfit to be repurposed for another use
in a coordinated manner to foster development of that
property and promote economic growth;

3. Coordinated development of blighted, aban-
doned, environmentally hazardous and functionally
obsolete property serves the public interest. The

planning and preparation for revitalizing the economy
through the acquisition of blighted, abandoned and en-

vironmentally hazardous property and property that is
both functionally obsolete and unfit to be repurposed
for another use using public money are a governmental
concern and serve a valid public purpose;

4. Facilitate coordinated redevelopment of
blighted, abandoned, environmentally hazardous
and functionally obsolete property. The establish-
ment of the redevelopment authority is necessary to fa-
cilitate the relief of the conditions described in this sec-
tion by assisting public entities, including, but not lim-

ited to, municipalities, counties, regional planning or-
ganizations and state agencies, in the redevelopment of

blighted, abandoned and environmentally hazardous
property and property that is both functionally obsolete

and unfit to be repurposed for another productive use;
and
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5. Municipalities, counties and unorganized ter-
ritories have properties that they cannot restore to
productive use due to a variety of technical or finan-
cial issues. The establishment of the redevelopment au-
thority is necessary to provide technical and financial
assistance to local governments upon request for the
purpose of returning to productive use blighted, aban-
doned, environmentally hazardous and functionally ob-
solete property, including property acquired by a mu-
nicipality through the municipal foreclosure process.

§5153. Definitions

As used in this chapter, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following terms have the following
meanings.

1. Abandoned. "Abandoned" with reference to a
property means a property that is vacant and to which
the owner has no intent to return.

2. Blighted. "Blighted" with reference to a prop-
erty means a property on which buildings or improve-
ments are detrimental or are a threat to the public health,
safety or welfare in their present condition.

3. Environmentally hazardous. "Environmen-
tally hazardous" with reference to a property means a
property that is designated as an uncontrolled hazardous
substance site under Title 38, section 1365.

4. Functionally obsolete. "Functionally obsolete"
with reference to a property means a property that is un-
able to be used to adequately perform the functions for
which it was intended.

§5154. Maine Redevelopment Land Bank Authority
established; purpose

The Maine Redevelopment Land Bank Authority,
as established in Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection
7-G and referred to in this chapter as "the redevelop-
ment authority," is a body corporate and politic and a
public instrumentality of the State.

The purpose of the redevelopment authority is to
assist municipalities and other entities in this State in
the redevelopment of properties identified as eligible
under section 5157, subsection 1 in order to return those
properties to productive use.

The purposes of this chapter are public and the re-

development authority is performing a governmental
function in carrying out this chapter.

§5155. Appointment; qualifications and tenure

1. Members appointed by the Governor. The
Governor shall appoint 9 members to serve as commis-
sioners of the redevelopment authority subject to re-
view and confirmation by the joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over economic
and community development matters. These members
must include:
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A. A resident of the State who is a real estate bro-
ker licensed by the Real Estate Commission pursu-
ant to Title 32, section 13003;

B. A resident of the State who is responsible for
community redevelopment as an employee of a
state-chartered bank;

C. A resident of the State from each of the 2 con-
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The Maine Redevelopment Land Bank Fund, re-
ferred to in this chapter as "the fund." is established as
a dedicated nonlapsing fund to support the purposes of
the redevelopment authority. Fees collected pursuant to
Title 38, section 2203-A, subsection 2-A must be de-
posited into the fund. Other sources of funding may in-
clude, but are not limited to, state or federal funds re-
ceived by the redevelopment authority to support com-

gressional districts;

D. A full-time municipal economic and commu-
nity development director in the State;

E. A full-time planning professional employed by

an urban or regional planning organization in the
State;

F. A person with experience in the field of preser-
vation of historic property;

G. A person with experience in environmental re-

munity redevelopment. Unless otherwise specified,
money received by the redevelopment authority for the

express purpose of acquiring or developing property in
accordance with this chapter must be deposited into the
fund.

5157. Eligible properties; exemption of certain
properties

1. FEligible properties. The redevelopment au-
thority may acquire property through an agreement un-

der section 5158, subsection 4, which may include:

mediation of commercial property; and

H. A person with experience in the development
of residential communities and housing develop-
ment.

2. Term of office. The commissioners of the re-
development authority appointed under subsection 1
serve 3-year terms, except that the Governor shall ini-

tially appoint 2 commissioners for a term of one year, 3
commissioners for a term of 2 years and 4 commission-
ers for a term of 3 years. A vacancy is filled by appoint-

ment for the remainder of the unexpired term. Commis-
sioners whose terms expire serve until their successors

are appointed and confirmed. Commissioners may
serve no more than 2 full consecutive terms.

3. Ex officio members. The following serve as ex
officio, nonvoting members of the redevelopment au-

thority:
A. The Commissioner of Economic and Commu-
nity Development or the commissioner's designee;

B. The Commissioner of Environmental Protec-
tion or the commissioner's designee;

C. The Commissioner of Transportation or the
commissioner's designee;

D. The Director of the Maine State Housing Au-
thority or the director's designee; and

E. The Director of the Maine Historic Preservation

Commission or the director's designee.

4. Organization. The redevelopment authority
shall select a chair and a vice-chair from among its vot-
ing members and adopt bylaws to govern procedures.
The redevelopment authority shall hire an executive di-
rector and may hire staff and employ counsel as neces-
sary.

§5156. Maine Redevelopment Land Bank Fund;
sources of funding

A. Property that the redevelopment authority has
determined is abandoned as demonstrated by a to-
tality of evidence including, but not limited to, the

following:
(1) Doors and windows on the property are
boarded up, broken or continuously left un-
locked;
(2) Rubbish, trash or debris has accumulated
on the property;
(3) Furnishings and personal property are ab-

sent from the property;

(4) The buildings or improvements on the
property are deteriorating so as to constitute a
threat to public health or safety;

(5) Gas, electric or water service to the prop-
erty has been terminated or utility consump-
tion is so low that it indicates the property is
not regularly occupied;

(6) A mortgagee has changed the locks on the

property and neither the mortgagor nor anyone
on the mortgagor's behalf has requested en-
trance to, or taken other steps to gain entrance

to, the property;

(7) Reports of trespass, vandalism or other il-
legal acts being committed on the property
have been made to local law enforcement au-
thorities;

(8) A code enforcement officer or other public
official has made a determination or finding
that the property is abandoned or unfit for oc-

cupancy:
(9) The mortgagor is deceased and there is no

evidence that an heir or personal representa-
tive has taken possession of the property; or

(10) Other reasonable signs of abandonment;
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B. Property that the redevelopment authority has
determined is blighted because of:

(1) Dilapidation, deterioration, age or obsoles-
cence;

(2) Inadequate provision for ventilation, light,

PUBLIC LAW, C. 664

4. Agreements with public entities. To enter into
agreements with public entities, including, but not lim-

ited to, municipalities, counties, regional planning or-
ganizations, state agencies and municipal or regionally

organized land banks in order to effectuate the purposes
of this chapter. Agreements may include the acquisition

air, sanitation or open spaces;

(3) High density of population and overcrowd-
ing;

(4) Tax or special assessment delinquency ex-
ceeding the fair value of the land;

(5) The existence of conditions that endanger

of property or rights in property from a municipality or
county whose governing unit declares the need for such

an agreement;

5. Agreements with federal agencies. To enter
into agreements with federal agencies related to funding
of the redevelopment of property acquired in accor-
dance with this chapter;

life or property; or

(6) Any combination of the factors described

6. Assistance. To provide assistance, by request,
to entities in the State engaged in redevelopment activ-

in subparagraphs (1) to (5);

C. Property that the redevelopment authority has
determined is functionally obsolete due to a sub-
stantial loss in value resulting from factors such as
overcapacity, changes in technology, deficiencies
or superadequacies in design or other similar fac-

ities by using the best practices adopted by the Devel-
opment Ready Advisory Committee under section
5161;

7. Application for funding. To apply for grants,
loans and other financial assistance from state or federal

government programs for redevelopment projects con-

tors that affect the property itself or the property's

sistent with this chapter;

relationship with other surrounding property;

D. Property that is environmentally hazardous; and

E. Property that a municipality or county has deter-
mined is not within the capacity of the municipality

8. Bonds. To issue revenue bonds as provided in
section 5160;

9. Eminent domain. To acquire in a municipality,
through an agreement with a municipality or county, el-

or county to redevelop and for which the munici-

igible property by the exercise of the power of eminent

pality or county has requested the assistance of the

domain as provided in section 5159;

redevelopment authority.

2. Exemption. Notwithstanding any provision of

10. Rules. To adopt rules for the purposes of car-
rying out this chapter. Rules adopted pursuant to this

this chapter to the contrary, the redevelopment authority

subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title

may not:

A. Acquire land or other natural resources owned
by a federally recognized Indian tribe or owned by

5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A; and

11. Other functions. To perform other functions
necessary or useful for carrying out any of its powers,

the United States for the benefit of a federally rec-

duties or purposes.

ognized Indian tribe;

B. Acquire land the majority of which is unim-

proved or is not integral to the redevelopment of

the property; or

C. Acquire property that is an active or former mil-

§5159. Eminent domain

The redevelopment authority may acquire all or
any part of real property in accordance with this chapter
by the exercise of the power of eminent domain when-
ever the redevelopment authority determines that the

itary facility that qualifies for inclusion in the De-

acquisition of the real property is in the public interest

fense Environmental Restoration Program under

or necessary for the purposes of this chapter.

10 United States Code, Section 2701.
§5158. Powers and duties generally

The redevelopment authority has the following
powers and duties:

1. Suit. To sue and be sued;

2. Seal. To adopt an official seal;

3. Office. To maintain an office at a place desig-
nated by the redevelopment authority within the State;

1. Resolution; documents filed; damages deter-
mined. The necessity of an acquisition under this sec-

tion is conclusively presumed upon the redevelopment
authority's adoption of a resolution declaring that the
acquisition of the real property described in the resolu-
tion is in the public interest and necessary for the pur-
poses of this chapter.

A. Within 3 months after a resolution is adopted
under this subsection, the redevelopment authority
shall file in the registry of deeds of the county in
which the real property is located:
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(1) A copy of the redevelopment authority's
resolution;

(2) A plat of the real property described; and

(3) A statement, signed by the chair of the re-
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4. Notice published. After the resolution, plat and
statement are filed under subsection 1, paragraph A, the
redevelopment authority shall publish a copy of the res-
olution and statement in a newspaper having general
circulation in the county at least once a week for 3 suc-

development authority, that the real property is

cessive weeks. The statement must set forth the names

taken under this chapter.

B. After the documents are filed under paragraph
A, the redevelopment authority shall determine the
damages for the real property taken in the same

of the owners of the real property to be taken and the
amount awarded to them.

5. Agreement and cancellation of bonds. When
an owner of real property taken under this section

manner as is provided for land taken for highway
purposes under Title 23, chapter 3 and shall file a

agrees with the redevelopment authority on the price of
the real property and the sum agreed upon is paid by the

statement of this determination in the appropriate

redevelopment authority, the court shall order the bonds

Superior Court.

2. Title vests in redevelopment authority; bonds
deposited. Title to real property under this section vests
in the redevelopment authority in fee simple absolute

deposited under subsection 2, paragraph C to be can-
celled and returned to the redevelopment authority.

6. Complaint to Superior Court; trial. An owner
of real property taken under this section who cannot

and the redevelopment authority may take possession of

agree with the redevelopment authority on the price of

the real property when:

A. The copy of the resolution, plat and statement is
filed in the registry of deeds;

B. The statement is filed in the Superior Court; and

the real property may within 3 months after personal
notice of the taking or, if the owner has no personal no-
tice, within one year from the first publication of the
copy of the resolution and statement under subsection 4
apply by complaint to the Superior Court in the appli-

C. Bonds, to the use of persons entitled to them, are
deposited in the Superior Court with surety satis-
factory to the clerk of the court in the amounts that
the court determines to be sufficient to satisfy the
claims of all persons interested in the real property.
The court may, in its discretion, take evidence on
the question to determine the amounts of the bonds

to be deposited.

3. Service on owners; nonresidents; unknown
owners. After the copy, plat and statement are filed un-
der subsection 1, paragraph A, a sheriff or a sheriff's
deputy shall serve notice of the taking of the real prop-
erty upon the owner of the real property by delivering a
true and attested copy of the description and statement
under subsection 1 to the owner personally or at the
owner's last and usual place of abode in the State or to
a person living there.

A. If an owner is not a resident of the State, a true
and attested copy of the notice must be sent by reg-
istered mail, return receipt requested, to the owner
at the owner's last known address.

B. If the ownership of the real property cannot be

cable county, setting forth the taking of the real property

and petitioning for an assessment of damages by a jury
or, by agreement of the parties, a referee or referees ap-

pointed by the court.

A. When a complaint is filed under this subsection,
the court shall give 20 days' notice of the pendency
of the action to the redevelopment authority by
serving the chair of the redevelopment authority
with a certified copy of the complaint. The court
may proceed after this notice to the trial of the ac-
tion. The trial must determine all questions of fact
relating to the value and the amount of the real
property, and judgment must be entered upon the
verdict of the jury. Execution must be issued for
that judgment against the money deposited in the
court under subsection 2, paragraph C.

7. Conflicting ownership. If the redevelopment
authority is in doubt as to conflicting ownership or in-
terest, the redevelopment authority may file a complaint
in the Superior Court for a determination of the various
rights and amounts due. If 2 or more conflicting plain-
tiffs claim the same real property or different interests
in the same parcel of real property, the court, upon mo-

ascertained after due and diligent search, an award

tion, shall consolidate their several complaints for trial

must be made to persons unknown for the value of

the real property and bonds for that amount running
to the treasurer of the county for the use of persons

entitled to the bonds must be deposited in the Su-
perior Court. If, within 2 years after the bonds are
deposited, no person has been able to prove owner-
ship of the real property, the Superior Court shall
order these bonds to be cancelled and returned to

at the same time by the same jury and may frame all
necessary issues for the trial of that action.

8. Appeal. Appeal from the decision of the Supe-

rior Court may be made in the same manner as is pro-
vided for appeals in civil cases.

9. Property of incapable persons. If any real
property in which a person not capable in law to act in

the redevelopment authority.

the person's own behalf is interested is taken by the re-
development authority under this chapter, the Superior
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Court, upon the filing of any complaint by or in behalf
of the person, may appoint a guardian ad litem for the

PUBLIC LAW, C. 664

the State is pledged to payment of the bonds. Notwith-
standing any provision of law to the contrary, bonds is-

person. This guardian may appear and be heard on be-

sued pursuant to this chapter are fully negotiable. If a

half of the person and may, with the advice and consent
of the Superior Court and upon any terms that the Su-

commissioner of the redevelopment authority whose
signature appears on any bonds or coupons ceases to be

perior Court prescribes, release to the redevelopment
authority all claims for damages for the real property of

a commissioner of the redevelopment authority before
the delivery of those bonds or coupons, that signature is

the person. Any lawfully appointed, qualified and act-
ing guardian or other fiduciary of the estate of such a
person, with the approval of the Probate Court having
jurisdiction to authorize the sale of real property within
the State of the person, may, before the filing of any
such complaint, agree with the redevelopment authority
upon the amount of damages suffered by the person by
any taking of real property and may, upon receiving that
amount, release to the redevelopment authority all

claims for damages of the person for the taking.

10. Expediting proceedings; taking public prop-
erty. In any proceedings for the assessment of compen-
sation and damages for real property taken or to be
taken by eminent domain by the redevelopment author-
ity, the following provisions apply.

A. At any time during the pendency of the action
or proceedings, the redevelopment authority or an
owner may apply to the court for an order directing
the redevelopment authority or the owner to show
cause why further proceedings should not be expe-
dited. Upon this application, the court may order
that the hearings proceed and that any other steps
be taken with all possible expedition.

B. If any of the real property taken or to be taken is
devoted to a public use, it may nevertheless be ac-
quired, and the taking is effective, except that no
real property belonging to the municipality or to
any other government may be acquired without its
consent and that real property belonging to a public
utility corporation may not be acquired without the
approval of the Public Utilities Commission or an
officer or tribunal having regulatory power over

that corporation.

C. Any real property already acquired by the rede-
velopment authority may nevertheless be included

within this taking for the purpose of acquiring any
outstanding interests in the real property.

§5160. Bonds

1. Authorization. The redevelopment authority
may provide by resolution for the issuance of bonds for
the purpose of funding the Maine Redevelopment Land
Bank Fund, or any successor to the fund. The bonds of

valid and sufficient for all purposes as if that commis-
sioner had remained a commissioner until delivery.

2. General characteristics. The redevelopment
authority may, by resolution, provide:

A. The manner of executing bonds and coupons;

B. The form and denomination of bonds and cou-
ons;

C. Maturity dates;

D. Interest rates on bonds and coupons;

E. For redemption prior to maturity and the pre-
mium payable;

F. The place or places for the payment of interest
and principal;

G. For registration if the redevelopment authority
determines registration is desirable;

H. For the pledge of all or any of the revenue for
securing payment;

I. For the replacement of lost, destroyed or muti-
lated bonds;

J. For the setting aside and the regulation and dis-
position of reserve and sinking funds;

K. For limitation on the issuance of additional
bonds;

L. For the procedure, if any, by which the contract
with a bondholder may be abrogated or amended;

M. For the manner of sale and purchase of bonds;

N. For the issuance of bonds in a series; and

O. Any other matter relating to the bonds that the
redevelopment authority determines appropriate.

3. Liability. A member or employee of the rede-
velopment authority or a person executing the bonds
may not be liable personally for the bonds or subject to
any personal liability by reason of the issuance of the
bonds.

4. Trust indenture. In the discretion of the rede-
velopment authority, bonds may be secured by a trust

the redevelopment authority do not constitute a debt or

indenture by and between the redevelopment authority

liability of the State or of any agency or political subdi-

and a corporate trustee, which may be any trust com-

vision of the State other than the redevelopment author-

pany or bank having the powers of a trust company, lo-

ity but are payable solely from the revenue of the rede-

cated either within or outside the State. Such a trust in-

velopment authority, and neither the faith nor credit nor

denture may pledge or assign the revenues of the rede-

taxing power of the State or any political subdivision of

velopment authority or any part of it. A trust indenture

may set forth the rights and remedies of the bondholders
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and the trustee, restrict the individual right of action of
bondholders and contain such other provisions as the
redevelopment authority may consider reasonable and
proper for the security of bondholders. Expenses in-
curred in carrying out any trust indenture may be treated

as a part of maintenance.

5. Rights of bondholders. Provisions may be
made for protecting and enforcing the rights and reme-
dies of bondholders, including covenants as to acquisi-
tion of property, construction, maintenance, operation
and repair, insurance and the custody, security and ap-
plication of all money.

6. Depositories. Any trust company or bank hav-
ing the powers of a trust company and located either
within or outside the State may act as a depository of
the proceeds of bonds and revenue and may furnish
such indemnity or pledge such securities as may be re-
quired by the redevelopment authority.

7. Tax free. The purposes of this chapter being
public and for the benefit of the people of the State,
bonds of the redevelopment authority are free from tax-
ation by the State.

8. Revenue refunding bonds. The redevelopment
authority may issue revenue refunding bonds for the

SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2021

F. The Director of the Maine State Housing Au-
thority or the director's designee;

G. The Director of the Maine Historic Preservation
Commission or the director's designee; and
H. The following members, selected by and serving

at the pleasure of the executive director of the re-
development authority:

(1) A representative of a statewide association
of municipalities;

(2) A representative from each regional plan-
ning organization in the State;

(3) A representative of an organization that

advocates for the rights of low-income renters
and homeowners;

(4) A representative of a local or statewide or-
ganization promoting civil rights that has ra-
cial justice or racial equity as its primary mis-
sion; and

(5) Two residents of the State with experience
in real estate development.

2. Duties. The committee shall develop best prac-
tices for community development intended to support

purpose of refunding revenue bonds issued under this

the following goals:

chapter. The issuance of any refunding bonds is the
same as is provided for in this chapter relating to reve-
nue bonds.

9. Default. In the event of default on bonds and in
the event the default continues for a period of 3 months,
action may be brought to enforce the rights of the bond-
holders by ensuring that the operation by the redevelop-
ment authority is in conformity with the covenants of
the bonds or trust indenture.

§5161. Development Ready Advisory Committee

The Development Ready Advisory Committee, re-
ferred to in this section as "the committee," is estab-
lished pursuant to Title 5, section 12004-1, subsection
6-J to develop and maintain best practices for commu-
nity development.

1. Membership. The members of the committee
are as follows:

A. The executive director of the redevelopment au-
thority:;

B. The Commissioner of Economic and Commu-
nity Development or the commissioner's designee;
C. The Commissioner of Transportation or the
commissioner's designee;

D. The Commissioner of Environmental Protec-
tion or the commissioner's designee;

E. The Commissioner of Agriculture, Conserva-
tion and Forestry or the commissioner's designee;

A. Assisting communities in preparing for new in-
vestment and development that maximize financial
return for state and local economies, improve qual-
ity of life for local residents, address housing needs
for households of all income levels and advance
environmental protection and transportation goals
and specific locally identified priority needs;

B. Assisting communities in designating priority
investment areas in consultation with regional
planning organizations, including but not limited to
village centers, downtowns and adjacent neighbor-
hoods, rural crossroads, high-impact corridors,

working waterfronts and rural farmsteads; and

C. Ensuring that redevelopment efforts are achiev-
able by communities and based on the merit of the
redevelopment project and community commit-
ment to the redevelopment project.

3. Chair and officers. The members of the com-
mittee shall annually elect one of its members as chair
and one of its members as vice-chair to set the agenda
and schedule meetings. The committee may elect other
officers and designate their duties.

4. Voting rights. Each member of the committee
has a vote.

5. Meetings. The committee shall meet at least
twice a year.

6. Quorum. A majority of the members of the
committee constitutes a quorum.
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7. Staff support. The redevelopment authority
shall provide staff support to the committee to carry out
the purposes of this section.

§5162. Biennial report

1. Biennial report. The redevelopment authority
shall submit biennially, beginning with the Second Reg-
ular Session of the 131st Legislature, to the joint stand-
ing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction
over economic development matters a complete report
on the activities of the redevelopment authority. The re-
port must include the following:

A. A description of the redevelopment authority's
operations;

B. A listing of all property acquired pursuant to this
chapter;

C. An accounting of all activities related to the
fund;

D. A listing of any bonds issued during the fiscal
year by the redevelopment authority;

E. A statement of the redevelopment authority's
proposed and projected activities for the ensuing

year; and

F. Recommendations regarding further actions that
may be suitable for achieving the purposes of this

chapter.

Sec. 4. 38 MRSA §2201, as amended by PL
2015, c. 461, §6, is further amended to read:

§2201. Maine Solid Waste Management Fund estab-
lished

The Maine Solid Waste Management Fund, re-
ferred to in this section as "the “fund," is established as
a nonlapsing fund to support programs administered by
the bureau and the Department of Environmental Pro-
tection. The fund must be segregated into 2 subsidiary
accounts. The first subsidiary account, called opera-
tions, receives all fees established and received under
article 1. Fhe Except as provided in section 2203-A,
subsection 2-A, the 2nd subsidiary account, called ad-
ministration, receives all fees established under this ar-
ticle and under Title 36, chapter 719 and all funds re-
covered by the department as reimbursement for depart-
mental expenses incurred to abate imminent threats to
public health, safety and welfare posed by the illegal
disposal of solid waste.

Money in the fund not currently needed to meet the
obligations of the department or bureau must be depos-
ited with the Treasurer of State to the credit of the fund
and may be invested as provided by law. Interest on
these investments must be credited to the fund.

Funds deposited in the fund related to administra-
tion may be expended only in accordance with alloca-
tions approved by the Legislature for administrative ex-
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penses directly related to the bureau's and the depart-
ment's programs, including actions by the department
necessary to abate threats to public health, safety and
welfare posed by the disposal of solid waste. Funds de-
posited in the fund related to fees imposed on the dis-
posal of construction and demolition debris and residue
from the processing of construction and demolition de-
bris may be expended only for the state cost share to
municipalities under the closure and remediation cost-
sharing program for solid waste landfills established in
section 1310-F. Funds deposited in the fund related to
fees imposed under this article may be expended to pro-
vide grant funding in accordance with the Maine Solid
Waste Diversion Grant Program established in section
2201-B. The department shall, on an annual basis, con-
duct a review of the revenues presently in the fund and
the revenues projected to be added to or disbursed from
the fund in upcoming calendar years and determine
what amount of revenues, if any, are available to pro-
vide grant funding under section 2201-B. If the depart-
ment determines that there are revenues in the fund
available in the upcoming calendar year to provide
grant funding under section 2201-B, the department
must ensure that such revenues are designated for use
in accordance with section 2201-B by the end of that
calendar year. Funds deposited in the fund related to
operations may be expended only in accordance with
allocations approved by the Legislature and solely for
the development and operation of publicly owned facil-
ities owned or approved by the bureau and for the re-
payment of any obligations of the bureau incurred under
article 3. These allocations must be based on estimates
of the actual costs necessary for the bureau and the de-
partment to administer their programs, to provide finan-
cial assistance to regional associations and to provide
other financial assistance necessary to accomplish the
purposes of this chapter. Beginning in the fiscal year
ending on June 30, 1991 and thereafter, the fund must
annually transfer to the General Fund an amount neces-
sary to reimburse the costs of the Bureau of Revenue
Services incurred in the administration of Title 36,
chapter 719. Allowable expenditures include "Personal
Services," "All Other" and "Capital Expenditures" as-
sociated with all bureau activities other than those in-
cluded in the operations account.

Sec. 5. 38 MRSA §2202, sub-§1, as amended
by PL 1995, c. 465, Pt. A, §73 and affected by Pt. C, §2,
is further amended to read:

1. Fees established. The department shall estab-
lish procedures to charge fees specified in this article
and pursuant to the requirements of this article. AH Ex-
cept as provided in section 2203-A, subsection 2-A, all
fees collected by the department under this article must
be deposited into the Maine Solid Waste Management
Fund.

Sec. 6. 38 MRSA §2203-A, sub-§2-A is en-

acted to read:
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2-A. Maine Redevelopment Land Bank Author-
ity fee. Beginning January 1, 2023, in addition to the
per ton fee required in subsection 1, commercial, mu-
nicipal, state-owned and regional association landfills
shall collect and pay to the department a $3 per ton fee
for the disposal of construction and demolition debris
and residue from the processing of construction and
demolition debris and, notwithstanding section 2202,
this fee must be deposited in the Maine Redevelopment
Land Bank Fund established by Title 30-A, section
5156.

Sec. 7. Appropriations and allocations. The
following appropriations and allocations are made.

MAINE REDEVELOPMENT LAND BANK
AUTHORITY

Maine Redevelopment Land Bank Fund N377

Initiative: Provides allocation to authorize expenditures
to support the Maine Redevelopment Land Bank Au-
thority.

OTHER SPECIAL 2021-22 2022-23
REVENUE FUNDS

All Other $0 $922,500
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE $0 $922,500

FUNDS TOTAL
See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 665
S.P. 568 - L.D. 1724

An Act To Create a Logging
Dispute Resolution Board and
To Require Proof of
Ownership Documents To Be
Available within 14 Days of
Request

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 26 MRSA §872, sub-§2, as amended
by PL 2011, c. 620, §1, is further amended to read:

2. Proof of ownership required. An employer in
this State who applies for a bond worker in a logging
occupation shall provide proof of the employer's own-
ership of any logging equipment used by that worker in
the course of employment, including proof of owner-
ship of at least one piece of logging equipment for every
2 bond workers employed by the employer in a logging
occupation. The employer shall provide proof of own-
ership as required by this subsection on a form provided
by the Commissioner of Labor. The proof required by
this subsection must include, but not be limited to, a re-
ceipt for payment for the equipment purchased in a bona
fide transaction and documentation of payment of any
tax assessed on the equipment pursuant to Title 36,
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chapter 105 for the year in which the bond worker is
employed by the employer. Proof of ownership must
be carried in the equipment and, upon request by the
department or its designee, the operator of equipment
subject to this section shall provide proof of ownership.
If proof of ownership is not provided within 36 14 cal-
endar days of such a request, a fine of not less than
$5,000 and not more than $25,000 may be assessed
against that employer and collected by the Commis-
sioner of Labor. Notwithstanding section 3, infor-
mation regarding proof of ownership is not confidential
and may be disclosed to the public. If the equipment is
leased by the employer, the employer shall provide the
name, address and telephone number of the leasing
company and its affiliates and subsidiaries; the names,
addresses and telephone numbers of the leasing compa-
ny's owner or owners, its agent and members of its
board of directors; and a copy of the lease document. A
lease is sufficient to meet the ownership requirement of
this section only if it is a bona fide lease and:

A. The lease consists of an arm’s length transac-
tion between unrelated entities or is a transfer of
equipment between affiliated companies;

B. The lease document contains a specific duration
and lease amount;

C. The lessor is not an entity owned or controlled
by a bond worker or a bond worker’s spouse, par-
ent, child, sibling, aunt, uncle or cousin or person
related to a bond worker in the same manner by
marriage, or by any combination of a bond worker
and the bond worker’s family members described
in this paragraph;

D. The lessor is a leasing business as evidenced by
a lease of logging equipment to at least 3 different,
unrelated entities within each of the past 3 years;
and

E. The lessor provides proof of payment of per-
sonal property tax assessed on the leased equip-
ment.

Sec. 2. 26 MRSA §872, sub-§2-A, as corrected
by RR 2013, c. 1, §42, is amended to read:

2-A. Notification. An employer filing for certifi-
cation from the United States Department of Labor to
hire a bond worker to operate logging equipment shall
at the time of filing notify the Maine Department of La-
bor and provide, for the year in which the bond worker
is employed, the number of bond workers requested; a
list of each piece of logging equipment, including serial
number, a bond worker will operate; receipts for pay-
ment for the logging equipment purchased in bona fide
transactions; and documentation of payment of any tax
assessed on the logging equipment pursuant to Title 36,
chapter 105. An employer shall notify the Maine De-
partment of Labor within 30 14 calendar days of the
date on which a bond worker begins work in the State
and shall specify the name of the bond worker and the
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