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PUBLIC LAW, C. 593

A. Graduated discount rates, which must be struc-
tured in a way that does not adversely affect agency
liquor stores that stock a low level of inventory;
and

B. Increased discount rates to be awarded as part
of a sales incentive program for agency liquor
stores. In adopting a sales incentive program under
this paragraph, the bureau shall consider the effect
of the sales incentive program on state revenue and
on any pending or existing contracts awarded under
section 90.

Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine
technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, sub-

chapter 2-A.

Sec. B-3. Report on discount rate rulemak-
ing. The Department of Administrative and Financial
Services, Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery
Operations shall submit a report to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
alcoholic beverages matters no later than February 1,
2023 describing the steps taken by the bureau after the
effective date of this Act to adopt or amend or to pro-
pose to adopt or amend rules governing the wholesale
prices of spirits under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
28-A, section 606, subsection 4-A, including rules es-
tablishing graduated discount rates or a sales incentive
program for agency liquor stores. The report must in-
clude a copy of any rules finally adopted after the effec-
tive date of this Act or a description of the substance of
the rules that the bureau has proposed or intends to pro-
pose for adoption after the effective date of this Act.
The joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over alcoholic beverages matters may re-
port out legislation based upon the report to any session
of the 131st Legislature.

Sec. B-4. Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages
and Lottery Operations to convene stakeholder
group regarding sale and distribution of certain
spirits products; report. The Department of Ad-
ministrative and Financial Services, Bureau of Alco-
holic Beverages and Lottery Operations shall convene
a stakeholder group to consider changes to the law that
would allow the importation and sale of spirits products
containing between 8% and 15% alcohol by volume by
certificate of approval holders under the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 28-A, section 1361 and that would allow
the production and sale of such spirits products by in-
state manufacturers of malt liquor or wine licensed un-
der Title 28-A, section 1355-A. The stakeholder group
must include, at a minimum, agency liquor stores; on-
premises and off-premises retail licensees; certificate of
approval holders under Title 28-A, sections 1361 and
1381; in-state manufacturers licensed under Title 28-A,
section 1355-A, including small breweries and small
distilleries; and wholesale licensees.

The stakeholder group shall hold at least 3 meet-
ings for the purpose of considering the following:
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1. Changes to current law that would allow retail-
ers licensed to sell malt liquor or wine for on-premises
or off-premises consumption that are not agency liquor
stores to sell spirits products containing between 8%
and 15% alcohol by volume, including but not limited
to amending the definition of "low-alcohol spirits prod-
ucts" and creating a new category of spirits product that
includes products commonly known as "ready-to-
drink" cocktails; and

2. Changes to current law that would establish the
category of the spirits products identified in subsection
1 that certificate of approval holders under Title 28-A,
section 1361 should be authorized to import and sell
and that manufacturers of malt liquor or wine licensed
under Title 28-A, section 1355-A should be authorized
to produce and sell; the categories of the spirits products
identified in subsection 1 that wholesale licensees
should be authorized to distribute for resale; and the cat-
egories of spirits products identified in subsection 1 that
the State should continue to distribute to agency liquor
stores.

No later than March 1, 2023, the bureau shall sub-
mit a report summarizing any conclusions reached and
proposals supported by the stakeholder group, which
may include suggested legislation, to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
alcoholic beverages matters. The committee may report
out legislation related to the report to the 131st Legisla-
ture in 2023.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 593
H.P. 455 - L.D. 619

An Act Regarding Eligibility
for Burial in the Maine
Veterans' Memorial Cemetery
System

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, the Honorable John L. Tuttle, Jr.,
served for 10 years as a member of the Maine Army
National Guard and for nearly 30 years in both the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives in the Maine State
Legislature; and

Whereas, the Honorable John L. Tuttle, Jr.,
passed away on January 27, 2022 while serving his 12th
term in the House of Representatives; and

Whereas, there is pending federal legislation that
will allow states to determine eligibility criteria for bur-
ial in state veterans' cemeteries of those who died while
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a member or former member of the military forces iden-
tified in this legislation; and

Whereas, the Legislature wishes to honor the ser-
vices of the Honorable John L. Tuttle, Jr., by allowing
his burial in the Maine Veterans' Memorial Cemetery
System in accordance with the pending federal legisla-
tion; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 37-B MRSA §504, sub-§4, §B-1 is en-

acted to read:

B-1. The director may allow the earth burial in one
of the cemeteries of a person, and any spouse or
minor child of that person, who meets the criteria
established by the department by rule and who died
while:

(1) A member or former member of the Na-
tional Guard;

(2) A member or former member of the state
military forces or the Reserve Components of
the United States Armed Forces; or

(3) A member of a reserve officer training

corps of the United States Armed Forces.

The department shall adopt rules necessary to im-
plement this paragraph, including rules governing
the eligibility for burial in the cemeteries. In estab-
lishing criteria for the burial of a person under this
paragraph, the department shall ensure that such
criteria comply with any applicable state or federal
requirements. Rules adopted pursuant to this para-
graph are routine technical rules as defined in Title
5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective April 14, 2022.

CHAPTER 594
H.P. 1314 - L.D. 1763

An Act To Update References
to the United States Internal
Revenue Code of 1986
Contained in the Maine
Revised Statutes

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until

PUBLIC LAW, C. 595

90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, state tax law needs to be updated to
conform to federal law before the 90-day period expires
to avoid delay in the processing of income tax returns
for 2021; and

Whereas, legislative action is immediately neces-
sary to ensure continued and efficient administration of
the state income tax and certain other state taxes; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 36 MRSA §111, sub-§1-A, as amended
by PL 2021, c. 398, Pt. H, §1, is further amended to
read:

1-A. Code. "Code" means the United States Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 and amendments to that
Code as of April30 December 31, 2021.

Sec. 2. Application. This Act applies to tax
years beginning on or after January 1, 2021 and to any
prior tax year as specifically provided by the United
States Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and amendments
to that Code as of December 31, 2021.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective April 14, 2022.

CHAPTER 595
H.P. 1416 - L.D. 1910

An Act To Improve Children's
Mental Health by Requiring
Insurance Coverage for
Certain Mental Health
Treatment

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, the COVID-19 pandemic has exacer-
bated the need for mental health treatment, especially
among young people in the State; and

Whereas, in response to COVID-19 and on an on-
going basis, it is important for young people in the State
to have access to mental health treatment that uses
evidence-based practices; and
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