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PUBLIC LAW, C. 535

C. The department shall make available transi-
tional child care services to families who lose eli-
gibility for TANF as a result of increased earnings
or an increase in the number of hours worked. The
department shall make available transitional child
care services to families who lose eligibility for
TANF as a result of increased earnings or an in-
crease in the number of hours worked and whose
gross income is equal to or less than 250% of the
federal poverty guidelines. The department may
also make transitional child care services available
to families in which one or both adults are working
and who, although they remain financially eligible
for TANF benefits, request that their benefits be
terminated. The family shall pay a premium ef2%
te, which may be waived but may not exceed 10%
of gross income, based on the family's gross in-
come compared to the federal poverty level in
accordance with rules adopted by the department.
Parents must have a choice of child care within the
rate established by the department.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 535
H.P. 1320 - L.D. 1769

An Act To Align the Child and
Family Services and Child
Protection Act with Federal
Law

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §4037-A, sub-§1, as enacted
by PL 2011, c. 402, §5, is amended to read:

1. Extended care requirements. A person who
is 18, 19 or 20 years of age and who attained 18 years
of age while in the care and custody of the State depart-
ment may continue to receive care and support if the
person:

A. Ts enrolled in secondary school or its equivalent
or is enrolled in postsecondary or career and tech-
nical school;

B. Is participating in a program or activity that pro-
motes employment or removes barriers to employ-
ment;

C. Is employed for at least 80 hours per month; or

D. Is found to be in special circumstances, includ-
ing but not limited to being incapable of qualifying
under paragraphs A to C due to a documented med-
ical or behavioral health condition.

See title page for effective date.

SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2021

CHAPTER 536
H.P. 1330 - L.D. 1779

An Act To Protect Election
Integrity by Regulating
Possession of Ballots and
Voting Machines and Devices

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA §698, sub-§2-A, as
amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §§23 and 24, is further
amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to
read:

The sealed tamper-proof ballot security containers of
used ballots must remain sealed for at least 2 months
after the election, unless the Secretary of State autho-
rizes the clerk to open the containers prior to that date.
After 2 months, the clerk shall open the containers in
the presence of one or more witnesses and transfer the
ballots to other containers for the remainder of the re-
tention period described in section 23. The new contain-
ers must be securely sealed. Except as expressly au-
thorized in this Title, rules adopted under this Title or
other applicable state or federal law, the ballot security
containers of state election materials and the ballot se-
curity containers of municipal election materials must
remain sealed and in the possession, custody and con-
trol of the clerk until the contents of the containers are
destroyed in accordance with section 23.

Sec. 2. 21-A MRSA §698, sub-§2-B, as
amended by PL 2001, c. 310, §46, is further amended
to read:

2-B. Unused ballots placed in containers. At the
close of the polls, all unused, unsealed absentee and reg-
ular ballots must be canceled by a physical mark unless
all ballots are used in the course of the election. All
sealed ballots must remain sealed. All unused ballots,
including both the unsealed and the sealed ballots, must
be placed in the containers in which the regular ballots
were delivered. The containers containing the unused
ballots must be clearly marked to indicate that the con-
tainers contain unused ballots. These ballots must be
stored separately from the used ballots. Except as ex-
pressly authorized in this Title, rules adopted under this
Title or other applicable state or federal law, the con-
tainers containing the unused ballots must remain
sealed and in the possession, custody and control of the
clerk until the unused ballots are destroyed in accor-
dance with section 23.

Sec. 3. 21-A MRSA §737-A, first €, as
amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §28, is further amended
to read:

Once a recount is requested for an election for the
office of State Senator or State Representative or for a
county office that does not encompass more than one
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