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(1) The pupil count set forth in section 15674,
subsection 1, paragraph C or D, whichever is

applicable;
See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 429
H.P. 485 - L.D. 658

An Act To Provide Funding for
2 Veteran Service Officers in
the Maine Bureau of Veterans'
Services

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. Appropriations and allocations. The
following appropriations and allocations are made.

DEFENSE, VETERANS AND EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF

Veterans Services 0110

Initiative: Provides funding for 2 Veteran Service Of-
ficer positions and related costs.

GENERAL FUND 2021-22 2022-23
POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE 2.000 2.000
COUNT
Personal Services $114,416 $152,554
All Other $6,090 $8,120

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $120,506 $160,674

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 430
H.P. 505 - L.D. 693

An Act To Make the Pilot
Program Providing Mental
Health Case Management
Services to Veterans a
Permanent Program

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation makes permanent the pi-
lot program to provide case management services to
veterans for mental health care established by Resolve
2017, chapter 24; and

Whereas, this legislation must take effect before
the expiration of the 90-day period to ensure continued
case management services are provided without inter-
ruption after the pilot program ends; and
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Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §1833 is enacted to read:
§1833. Referral of veterans

1. Screening. A hospital licensed under this chap-
ter shall screen all patients presenting for emergency

care at the hospital's emergency department regarding
whether or not the patient has prior service in the mili-
tary. This information must be added to the hospital's

patient data management system.

2. Referral. If a patient presenting for emergency
care at the emergency department of a hospital licensed
under this chapter identifies as having prior service in
the military under subsection 1, the hospital shall, at a
minimum, provide the patient with the following infor-
mation and document the provision of this information
in the hospital's patient data management system:

A. Contact information for the Department of De-
fense, Veterans and Emergency Management,
Maine Bureau of Veterans' Services. The hospital
shall inform the patient that the bureau may be able
to assist the patient with accessing state and federal
veterans benefits; and

B. A copy of a benefits and resource guide for vet-
erans seeking emergency care made available on
the publicly accessible website of the Department

of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Manage-
ment, Maine Bureau of Veterans' Services.

Sec. 2. 34-B MRSA c. 3, sub-c. 7 is enacted to
read:

SUBCHAPTER 7

MENTAL HEALTH CASE MANAGEMENT
SERVICES FOR VETERANS

§3911. Mental health case management services for
veterans

The department shall provide contracted case man-
agement services to provide necessary mental health
treatment to veterans who are residents of the State.
Case management services must include assisting vet-
erans in accessing a range of mental and behavioral
health services, which must include inpatient mental
health care services as clinically required. The depart-
ment, with the assistance of the Department of Defense,
Veterans and Emergency Management, Maine Bureau
of Veterans' Services, referred to in this subchapter as
"the bureau," shall identify regions of the State where
case management services are most needed and identify
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veterans seeking case management services who are en-
rolled with the United States Department of Veterans
Affairs and those who would likely be eligible to be en-
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6. Data collection. All veterans receiving case

management and mental health services under this sub-
chapter must be accounted for in department and bureau

rolled.

1. Coordination. The department, with the assis-
tance of the bureau, shall seek to coordinate services

data collections.

7. Department report. The department, in con-
sultation with the bureau, shall prepare a written report

with the United States Department of Veterans Affairs
and state agencies that offer mental health care services

of the services provided under this subchapter and make
any recommendations regarding its provision of ser-

or provide assistance to veterans.

2. Regional contracts. The department may enter
into regional contracts, including a contract with a pro-
vider that has experience providing services in the

vices under this subchapter to the joint standing com-
mittee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over veter-
ans affairs by February 1st annually.

8§3912. Veterans Mental Health Case Management

northern part of the State, for the purpose of ensuring a
statewide network of case management that provides
coordinated mental health care services for veterans liv-
ing in the State, including, but not limited to, inpatient
treatment as clinically required. Contracted providers
shall, at a minimum, connect each individual referred to
the provider for case management services with a vet-
eran service officer at the bureau, who shall assist the
individual in accessing the state and federal veterans
benefits to which the individual may be entitled.

3. Eligibility. An individual who served in the
Armed Forces of the United States and meets the defi-
nition of "veteran" under 38 Code of Federal Regula-
tions, Section 3.1 or who has served or is currently serv-
ing in the Maine Army National Guard or Air National
Guard or the Reserves of the Armed Forces of the
United States is eligible to receive services under this
subchapter. The character of a veteran's discharge from
service is not a disqualifying eligibility criterion to re-
ceive services under this subchapter. A veteran who has
received a mental health diagnosis or mental health dis-
ability rating from the United States Department of Vet-
erans Affairs is eligible to receive services under this
subchapter. A veteran who is not enrolled with the
United States Department of Veterans Affairs who is
determined to require mental health care services by a
licensed mental health professional may be considered
eligible for case management and other behavioral
health services under this subchapter based on the indi-
vidual needs of the veteran. The department, with the
assistance of the bureau, shall establish criteria to deter-

mine eligibility for case management services to be pro-
vided under this subchapter.

4. Enrollment. The bureau shall work to assist
veterans receiving case management services under this
subchapter who are not enrolled with the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs to determine eligibility
and to assist with those veterans' enrollment and with

filing claims to the United States Department of Veter-
ans Affairs.

5. Cultural competency. Case management and
mental health professionals selected to provide services

pursuant to this subchapter must demonstrate familiar-
ity with military and veteran culture.

and Services Fund

The Veterans Mental Health Case Management
and Services Fund, referred to in this section as "the
fund," is established as a dedicated, nonlapsing Other
Special Revenue Funds account in the department. The

fund is administered by the department to support the

provision of case management services for veterans un-
der this subchapter.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective July 8, 2021.
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CHAPTER 431
H.P. 569 - L.D. 764

An Act To Authorize the Maine
Emergency Management
Agency To Requisition Food
Supplies for Emergency Use or
Special Duty Assignments

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §8-C, first 9, as corrected by
RR 1995, c. 2, §1 and amended by PL 2001, c. 354, §3;
PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. B, §§6 and 7; PL 2011, c. 657, Pt.
W, §7; and PL 2013, c. 405, Pt. A, §23, is further
amended to read:

All commissary-type facilities operated by state de-
partments for the sale of food and food supplies to any
person must be eliminated. Purchasing of food and food
supplies for any person by requisition or otherwise is
prohibited, except that the Department of Defense, Vet-
erans and Emergency Management, Maine Emergency
Management Agency and the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife and the Department of Agricul-
ture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry
may requisition food supplies for emergency use or spe-
cial duty assignments. Meals purchased and prepared
for institutional or school use may be sold to employees
or to visitors based on the actual total cost of purchas-
ing, preparing and serving such food or food supplies.






