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rehabilitate bridges statewide and to fund the mu-
nicipal partnership initiative and for associated ac-
tivities. 

Total  $85,000,000  

Provides funds for multimodal facilities or equip-
ment related to transit, freight and passenger rail-
roads, aviation, ports, harbors, marine transporta-
tion and active transportation projects and associ-
ated activities. 

Total  $15,000,000  

Sec. 6.  Contingent upon ratification of 
bond issue.  Sections 1 to 5 do not become effective 
unless the people of the State ratify the issuance of the 
bonds as set forth in this Act. 

Sec. 7.  Appropriation balances at year-end.  
At the end of each fiscal year, all unencumbered appro-
priation balances representing state money carry for-
ward.  Bond proceeds that have not been expended 
within 10 years after the date of the sale of the bonds 
lapse to the Office of the Treasurer of State to be used 
for the retirement of general obligation bonds. 

Sec. 8.  Bonds authorized but not issued.  
Any bonds authorized but not issued within 5 years of 
ratification of this Act are deauthorized and may not be 
issued, except that the Legislature may, within 2 years 
after the expiration of that 5-year period, extend the pe-
riod for issuing any remaining unissued bonds for an 
additional amount of time not to exceed 5 years. 

Sec. 9.  Referendum for ratification; sub-
mission at election; form of question; effective 
date.  This Act must be submitted to the legal voters of 
the State at a statewide election held in the month of 
November following passage of this Act.  The munici-
pal officers of this State shall notify the inhabitants of 
their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet, in 
the manner prescribed by law for holding a statewide 
election, to vote on the acceptance or rejection of this 
Act by voting on the following question: 

"Do you favor a $100,000,000 bond 
issue to build or improve roads, 
bridges, railroads, airports, transit  
facilities and ports and make other 
transportation investments, to be  
used to leverage an estimated 
$253,000,000 in federal and other 
funds?" 

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation 
shall vote by ballot on this question and designate their 
choice by a cross or check mark placed within a corre-
sponding square below the word "Yes" or "No."  The 
ballots must be received, sorted, counted and declared 
in open ward, town and plantation meetings and returns 
made to the Secretary of State in the same manner as 
votes for members of the Legislature.  The Governor 
shall review the returns.  If a majority of the legal votes 

are cast in favor of this Act, the Governor shall proclaim 
the result without delay and this Act becomes effective 
30 days after the date of the proclamation. 

The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to 
each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and 
copies of this Act necessary to carry out the purposes of 
this referendum. 

Effective pending referendum. 

CHAPTER 409 
H.P. 288 - L.D. 404 

An Act To Preserve Deer 
Habitat 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, this legislation directs the Land for 
Maine's Future Board to give a preferential considera-
tion to certain projects that conserve lands that are im-
portant for conserving deer; and 

Whereas, this legislation provides for the acqui-
sition and management of areas that are important to the 
conservation of deer and provides that these lands must 
be managed with deer conservation as the highest man-
agement priority; and 

Whereas, funding for such acquisition and man-
agement may be available before the end of the 90-day 
period; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation 
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §6203, sub-§3, as amended by 
PL 2021, c. 135, §3, is further amended to read: 

3.  Fund proceeds.  The proceeds of the Land for 
Maine's Future Fund may be applied and expended to: 

A.  Acquire property or an interest in property that 
is determined by the board to be of state signifi-
cance under the guidelines of this chapter; 
B.  When interest in land is acquired with proceeds 
from the Land for Maine's Future Fund, fund minor 
capital improvements on such lands and on adjoin-
ing lands in the same ownership or under the same 
management to improve accessibility, as long as 
these improvements do not exceed 5% of the ap-
praised value of the acquired property; and 
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D.  When land or interest in land is acquired with 
proceeds from the Land for Maine's Future Fund, 
fund minor capital investments in the stewardship 
and management of that land.  Stewardship and 
management investments under this paragraph 
must be held in a dedicated stewardship endow-
ment and identified for use on the funded property.  
Stewardship and management investments may not 
exceed 5% of the appraised value of the acquired 
property.; and 
E.  When land or interest in land for deer wintering 
areas is acquired with proceeds from the Land for 
Maine's Future Fund pursuant to section 6207, sub-
section 2, paragraph E, fund the development of a 
management plan to provide for the land's continu-
ing function as a deer wintering area, as long as the 
cost of the plan and any investments related to that 
land under paragraph D do not exceed 5% of the 
appraised value of the acquired property.  A man-
agement plan developed under this paragraph may 
also apply to adjoining deer wintering areas in the 
same ownership or under the same management. 
Sec. 2.  5 MRSA §6207, sub-§2, as amended by 

PL 2007, c. 64, §1 and c. 353, §§1 to 3, is further 
amended to read: 

2.  Determination of state significance.  In deter-
mining whether a proposed acquisition must be funded, 
in full or in part, by the Land for Maine's Future Fund 
or the Public Access to Maine Waters Fund, the board 
shall consider whether the site is of state significance 
and: 

A.  Contains recreation lands, prime physical fea-
tures of the Maine landscape, areas of special sce-
nic beauty, farmland or open space, undeveloped 
shorelines, significant undeveloped archeological 
sites, wetlands, fragile mountain areas or lands 
with other conservation, wilderness or recreation 
values; 
B.  Is habitat for plant or animal species or natural 
communities considered rare, threatened or endan-
gered in the State; 
C.  Provides nonmotorized or motorized public ac-
cess to recreation opportunities or those natural re-
sources identified in this section; or 
D.  Provides public water supply protection when 
that purpose is consistent and does not conflict with 
the natural resource conservation and recreation 
purposes of this chapter.; or 
E.  Contains deer wintering areas and satisfies all 
the requirements of subsection 3, paragraph A. 
Sec. 3.  5 MRSA §6207, sub-§3, as amended by 

PL 2011, c. 381, §1, is further amended to read: 
3.  Priorities.  Whenever possible, the Land for 

Maine's Future Fund and the Public Access to Maine 

Waters Fund must be used for land acquisition projects 
when matching funds are available from cooperating 
entities, as long as the proposed acquisition meets all 
other criteria set forth in this chapter.  For acquisitions 
funded by the Land for Maine's Future Fund, the board 
shall give priority to projects that conserve lands with 
multiple outstanding resource or recreation values or a 
single exceptional value, conserve and protect deer win-
tering areas, provide geographic representation and 
build upon or connect existing holdings. 

A.  When evaluating projects to be funded, the 
board shall give a preferential consideration to  
projects that conserve lands that have been deter-
mined by the Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife to be important for conserving deer in 
northern, eastern and western Maine.  To be given 
preferential consideration under this paragraph, a 
project must result in the acquisition of a fee inter-
est or an easement interest in the land, the depart-
ment's holding the interest in the land and the de-
partment's managing the land area as a wildlife 
management area, as defined in Title 12, section 
10001, subsection 74, with deer conservation as the 
highest management priority.  Only projects that 
satisfy the requirements of this paragraph may be 
given preferential consideration.  Nothing in this 
paragraph limits the ability of the board to use the 
Land for Maine’s Future Fund to fund other proj-
ects that may also help conserve deer or deer habi-
tat but that do not receive preferential consideration 
under this paragraph. 

When acquiring land or interest in land, the board shall 
examine public vehicular access rights to the land and, 
whenever possible and appropriate, acquire guaranteed 
public vehicular access as part of the acquisition. 

Sec. 4.  12 MRSA §10105, sub-§14, as 
amended by PL 2019, c. 355, §§2 and 3, is further 
amended to read: 

14.  Regulating the feeding of deer, bear, moose 
and wild turkey.  The commissioner may by rule: 

A.  Prohibit or limit the feeding of deer, bear, 
moose and wild turkey at any location if there is 
documented evidence of chronic wasting disease, 
as defined in Title 7, section 1821, subsection 1, in 
the State or within 50 miles of the border of the 
State or if the commissioner has reason to believe 
that the type or location of feed may create a public 
safety hazard or may have a detrimental effect on 
deer, bear, moose and wild turkey; and 
C.  Prohibit or otherwise limit the placement of gar-
bage or other known attractants for deer, bear, 
moose and wild turkey if the department has reason 
to believe the placement creates a public safety 
hazard.; and 
D.  Prohibit or otherwise limit the feeding of deer, 
bear, moose and wild turkey at any location as part 
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of a plan to promote the use of deer wintering areas 
by deer. 

Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine 
technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, sub-
chapter 2‑A. 

Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §10109, sub-§1-A is enacted 
to read: 

1-A.  Acquisition of land; deer wintering areas.  
The commissioner shall identify areas that are im-
portant to the conservation of deer in northern, eastern 
and western Maine, and may acquire these lands, in-
cluding with funds provided by the Land for Maine's 
Future Fund in accordance with Title 5, section 6207.  
These lands must be designated as wildlife management 
areas and managed with deer conservation as the high-
est management priority, and the commissioner shall 
ensure that appropriate deed restrictions are placed on 
the land that reflect these priorities.  The commissioner 
shall also develop appropriate purchase and sale agree-
ments that ensure that deer wintering areas on land to 
be acquired pursuant to this subsection are preserved as 
deer wintering areas prior to purchase.  Beginning Jan-
uary 15, 2023 and annually thereafter, the department 
shall report to the joint standing committee of the Leg-
islature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and 
wildlife matters on the acquisition and management of 
deer wintering areas. 

Sec. 6.  12 MRSA §10264, as amended by PL 
2011, c. 668, §3, is further amended to read: 
§10264.  Maine Deer Management Fund 

The Maine Deer Management Fund, referred to in 
this section as "the fund," is established within the de-
partment as a nonlapsing fund to be used by the com-
missioner to fund or assist in funding predator control 
and to acquire or enhance deer habitat.  The commis-
sioner shall establish on the department's online licens-
ing system checkoff options that allow a person to do-
nate money for predator control or deer habitat acquisi-
tion or enhancement.  The checkoff options must be 
prominently displayed and contain web links to infor-
mation about how the checkoff revenues have been and 
will be used.  The commissioner shall also print in a 
prominent place on every paper application for a hunt-
ing license checkoff options that allow a person to do-
nate money to the fund for predator control or deer hab-
itat acquisition or enhancement.  Revenues from the 
checkoffs must be deposited in the fund and used for 
purposes indicated by the checkoffs. 

Notwithstanding section 10801, subsection 4, $2 of 
each deer registration fee collected under section 
12301‑A, subsection 3, paragraph C must be deposited 
in the fund.  Fifty percent of the funds deposited in the 
fund from the deer registration fees must be used for 
predator control purposes and 50% of the deposited fees 
must be used to acquire or enhance deer habitat.  The 
commissioner may accept and deposit into the fund 

monetary gifts, donations or other contributions from 
public or private sources for the purposes specified in 
this section. The fund must be held separate and apart 
from all other money, funds and accounts. The depart-
ment shall report annually to the joint standing commit-
tee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland 
fisheries and wildlife matters on the fund and its utili-
zation. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective July 8, 2021. 

CHAPTER 410 
S.P. 86 - L.D. 198 

An Act To Improve Maine's 
Tax Laws by Providing a 

Property Tax Exemption for 
Central Labor Councils 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §652, sub-§1, ¶F, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 627, §20, is further amended 
to read: 

F.  The real estate and personal property owned and 
occupied or used solely for their own purposes by 
central labor councils, chambers of commerce or 
boards of trade in this State are exempt from taxa-
tion.  For the purposes of this paragraph, "central 
labor council" means an association or network of 
labor unions designed to promote and protect the 
interests of their members. 
Further conditions to the right of exemption are 
that: 

(1)  A director, trustee, officer or employee of 
any organization claiming exemption may not 
receive directly or indirectly any pecuniary 
profit from the operation of that organization, 
except as reasonable compensation for ser-
vices in effecting its purposes or as a proper 
beneficiary of its purposes; 
(2)  All profits derived from the operation of 
the organization and the proceeds from the sale 
of its property must be devoted exclusively to 
the purposes for which it is organized; and 
(3)  The institution, organization or corpora-
tion claiming exemption under this paragraph 
must file with the assessors upon their request 
a report for its preceding fiscal year in such de-
tail as the assessors may reasonably require. 

See title page for effective date. 




