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C. Producing reports or other materials;

D. Compensating independent experts, if needed
to assist in the development or execution of the re-
search strategy under subsection 3; and

E. Making any other expenditures that are neces-
sary to achieve the purposes of this section.

The Governor's Energy Office, in consultation with the
advisory board, shall provide an annual report on the
use of the fund in the last quarter of each calendar year
to the joint standing committee of the Legislature hav-
ing jurisdiction over energy and utility matters.

Sec. 4. Department of Agriculture, Conser-
vation and Forestry; submission of legislation.
On or before February 1, 2022, the Department of Ag-
riculture, Conservation and Forestry shall submit legis-
lation to the Second Regular Session of the 130th Leg-
islature necessary to align those provisions of law under
its jurisdiction with the prohibition on offshore wind
power projects under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
35-A, section 3405.

Sec. 5. Public Utilities Commission; sub-
mission of legislation. On or before February 1,
2022, the Public Utilities Commission shall submit leg-
islation to the Second Regular Session of the 130th Leg-
islature necessary to align those provisions of law under
its jurisdiction with the prohibition on offshore wind
power projects under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
35-A, section 3405.

Sec. 6. Department of Environmental Pro-
tection; submission of legislation. On or before
February 1, 2022, the Department of Environmental
Protection shall submit legislation to the Second Regu-
lar Session of the 130th Legislature necessary to align
those provisions of law under its jurisdiction with the
prohibition on offshore wind power projects under the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3405.

Sec. 7. Appropriations and allocations. The
following appropriations and allocations are made.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
Offshore Wind Research Consortium Fund N940

Initiative: Provides allocations to establish the Offshore
Wind Research Consortium Fund.

OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE 2021-22 2022-23
FUNDS

All Other $500 $500
OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE $500 $500
FUNDS TOTAL

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective July 6, 2021.
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CHAPTER 408
H.P. 1265 - L.D. 1702

An Act To Authorize a General
Fund Bond Issue To Improve
Transportation

Preamble. Two thirds of both Houses of the Leg-
islature deeming it necessary in accordance with the
Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 14 to author-
ize the issuance of bonds on behalf of the State of Maine
to provide funds as described in this Act,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. Authorization of bonds. The Treas-
urer of State is authorized, under the direction of the
Governor, to issue bonds in the name and on behalf of
the State in an amount not exceeding $100,000,000 for
the purposes described in section 5 of this Act. The
bonds are a pledge of the full faith and credit of the
State. The bonds may not run for a period longer than
10 years from the date of the original issue of the bonds.

Sec. 2. Records of bonds issued; Treasurer
of State. The Treasurer of State shall ensure that an
account of each bond is kept showing the number of the
bond, the name of the successful bidder to whom sold,
the amount received for the bond, the date of sale and
the date when payable.

Sec. 3. Sale; how negotiated; proceeds ap-
propriated. The Treasurer of State may negotiate the
sale of the bonds by direction of the Governor, but no
bond may be loaned, pledged or hypothecated on behalf
of the State. The proceeds of the sale of the bonds,
which must be held by the Treasurer of State and paid
by the Treasurer of State upon warrants drawn by the
State Controller, are appropriated solely for the pur-
poses set forth in this Act. Any unencumbered balances
remaining at the completion of the project in this Act
lapse to the Office of the Treasurer of State to be used
for the retirement of general obligation bonds.

Sec. 4. Interest and debt retirement. The
Treasurer of State shall pay interest due or accruing on
any bonds issued under this Act and all sums coming
due for payment of bonds at maturity.

Sec. 5. Disbursement of bond proceeds
from General Fund bond issue. The proceeds of
the sale of the bonds authorized under this Act must be
expended as designated in the following schedule under
the direction and supervision of the agencies and enti-
ties set forth in this section.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Provides funds to construct, reconstruct, rehabili-
tate and preserve state Priority 1, Priority 2 and Pri-
ority 3 corridor highways statewide, to replace and



PUBLIC LAW, C. 409

rehabilitate bridges statewide and to fund the mu-
nicipal partnership initiative and for associated ac-
tivities.

Total $85,000,000

Provides funds for multimodal facilities or equip-
ment related to transit, freight and passenger rail-
roads, aviation, ports, harbors, marine transporta-
tion and active transportation projects and associ-
ated activities.

Total $15,000,000

Sec. 6. Contingent upon ratification of
bond issue. Sections I to 5 do not become effective
unless the people of the State ratify the issuance of the
bonds as set forth in this Act.

Sec. 7. Appropriation balances at year-end.
At the end of each fiscal year, all unencumbered appro-
priation balances representing state money carry for-
ward. Bond proceeds that have not been expended
within 10 years after the date of the sale of the bonds
lapse to the Office of the Treasurer of State to be used
for the retirement of general obligation bonds.

Sec. 8. Bonds authorized but not issued.
Any bonds authorized but not issued within 5 years of
ratification of this Act are deauthorized and may not be
issued, except that the Legislature may, within 2 years
after the expiration of that 5-year period, extend the pe-
riod for issuing any remaining unissued bonds for an
additional amount of time not to exceed 5 years.

Sec. 9. Referendum for ratification; sub-
mission at election; form of question; effective
date. This Act must be submitted to the legal voters of
the State at a statewide election held in the month of
November following passage of this Act. The munici-
pal officers of this State shall notify the inhabitants of
their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet, in
the manner prescribed by law for holding a statewide
election, to vote on the acceptance or rejection of this
Act by voting on the following question:

"Do you favor a $100,000,000 bond
issue to build or improve roads,
bridges, railroads, airports, transit
facilities and ports and make other
transportation investments, to be
used to leverage an estimated
$253,000,000 in federal and other
funds?"

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation
shall vote by ballot on this question and designate their
choice by a cross or check mark placed within a corre-
sponding square below the word "Yes" or "No." The
ballots must be received, sorted, counted and declared
in open ward, town and plantation meetings and returns
made to the Secretary of State in the same manner as
votes for members of the Legislature. The Governor
shall review the returns. If a majority of the legal votes
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are cast in favor of this Act, the Governor shall proclaim
the result without delay and this Act becomes effective
30 days after the date of the proclamation.

The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to
each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and
copies of this Act necessary to carry out the purposes of
this referendum.

Effective pending referendum.

CHAPTER 409
H.P. 288 - L.D. 404

An Act To Preserve Deer
Habitat

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation directs the Land for
Maine's Future Board to give a preferential considera-
tion to certain projects that conserve lands that are im-
portant for conserving deer; and

Whereas, this legislation provides for the acqui-
sition and management of areas that are important to the
conservation of deer and provides that these lands must
be managed with deer conservation as the highest man-
agement priority; and

Whereas, funding for such acquisition and man-
agement may be available before the end of the 90-day
period; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §6203, sub-§3, as amended by
PL 2021, c. 135, §3, is further amended to read:

3. Fund proceeds. The proceeds of the Land for
Maine's Future Fund may be applied and expended to:

A. Acquire property or an interest in property that
is determined by the board to be of state signifi-
cance under the guidelines of this chapter;

B. When interest in land is acquired with proceeds
from the Land for Maine's Future Fund, fund minor
capital improvements on such lands and on adjoin-
ing lands in the same ownership or under the same
management to improve accessibility, as long as
these improvements do not exceed 5% of the ap-
praised value of the acquired property; and





