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authority shall include findings and recommendations 
following its review of the effectiveness of the authority 
in furthering the purposes of this chapter, including: 

A.  An analysis of whether the authority has ful-
filled its intended purpose under this chapter; 
B.  An analysis of whether the activities of the  
authority should continue for a specified period of 
time and any recommendations, including pro-
posed legislation, for changes to the powers and 
duties of the authority to better further the purposes 
of this chapter; and 
C.  An analysis of whether the activities of the  
authority should be terminated and the laws gov-
erning the authority repealed within a specified 
time frame and any recommendations, including 
proposed legislation, necessary to facilitate an  
orderly transition following the termination of  
activities of the authority, including the appropriate 
disposition of the assets of the authority. 
After receiving a report under this section, the joint 

standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdic-
tion over utilities matters may report out legislation  
relating to the authority. 
§9410. Liberal construction 

This chapter, being necessary for the welfare of the 
State and its inhabitants, must be liberally construed.  In 
the event of any conflict between this chapter and any 
other law, this chapter prevails, but the power and  
authority granted is deemed to be in addition to and not 
in derogation of power and authority granted by any 
other law. 

Sec. 4.  Maine Connectivity Authority; stat-
utory review; report. In consultation with the  
ConnectMaine Authority established under the Maine 
Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 9203, the Maine 
Connectivity Authority established under Title 35-A, 
section 9404 shall review the provisions of Title 35-A, 
chapters 93 and 94-A and develop recommendations for 
any necessary changes to either chapter to facilitate the 
oversight of the ConnectMaine Authority by the Maine 
Connectivity Authority, which may include, but are not 
limited to, changes establishing the ConnectMaine  
Authority as a division of or other unit under the author-
ity of the Maine Connectivity Authority, and any other 
recommendations relating to the Maine Connectivity 
Authority or the ConnectMaine Authority.  On or before 
January 15, 2022, the Maine Connectivity Authority 
shall submit the recommendations resulting from that 
review, including any proposed legislation, to the Joint 
Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technol-
ogy, which it may include in the report required under 
Title 35-A, section 9409, subsection 1.  After reviewing 
the report, the joint standing committee may report out 
related legislation to the 130th Legislature. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective June 24, 2021. 

CHAPTER 365 
H.P. 1247 - L.D. 1676 

An Act To Limit Access to 
Juvenile Case Records and 

Protect the Confidentiality of 
Juvenile History Record 

Information 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  15 MRSA §709, sub-§1-B, as enacted 
by PL 2011, c. 507, §1, is repealed. 

Sec. 2.  15 MRSA §709, sub-§1-C, as enacted 
by PL 2015, c. 470, §6, is amended to read: 

1-C.  Administration of juvenile justice.  "Ad-
ministration of juvenile justice" has the same meaning 
as in section 3308‑A 3003, subsection 1, paragraph A 
1-A. 

Sec. 3.  15 MRSA §712, sub-§2, as amended by 
PL 2015, c. 470, §8, is further amended to read: 

2.  Investigative officers.  It is not a violation of 
this chapter for an investigative officer, or for another 
employee of the Department of Corrections authorized 
to exercise law enforcement powers as described in  
Title 34‑A, section 3011, to intercept, disclose or use 
that communication in the normal course of employ-
ment while engaged in any activity that is related to the 
administration of criminal justice as defined in Title 16, 
section 703, subsection 1 for the purposes of the Crim-
inal History Record Information Act or as defined in  
Title 16, section 803, subsection 2 for the purposes of 
the Intelligence and Investigative Record Information 
Act; or while engaged in any activity that is related to 
the administration of juvenile justice; or while engaged 
in any activity that is related to the administration of  
juvenile criminal justice if: 

A.  Either the sender or receiver of that communi-
cation is a person residing in an adult or juvenile 
correctional facility administered by the Depart-
ment of Corrections; and 
B.  Notice of the possibility of interception is pro-
vided in a way sufficient to make the parties to the 
communication aware of the possibility of inter-
ception, which includes: 

(1)  Providing the resident with a written noti-
fication statement; 
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(2)  Posting written notification next to every 
telephone at the facility that is subject to mon-
itoring; and 
(3)  Informing the recipient of a telephone call 
from the resident by playing a recorded warn-
ing before the recipient accepts the call. 

This subsection does not authorize any interference 
with the attorney-client privilege. 

Sec. 4.  15 MRSA §713, sub-§2, as amended by 
PL 2015, c. 470, §10, is further amended to read: 

2.  Contents obtained under this chapter.  The 
contents of an interception of any oral communication 
or wire communication that has been legally obtained 
pursuant to section 712, subsection 2 or 3 are admissible 
in the courts of this State, subject to the Maine Rules of 
Evidence, if related to the administration of criminal 
justice as defined in Title 16, section 703, subsection 1 
for the purposes of the Criminal History Record Infor-
mation Act or as defined in Title 16, section 803, sub-
section 2 for the purposes of the Intelligence and Inves-
tigative Record Information Act; the administration of 
juvenile justice; the administration of juvenile criminal 
justice; or the statutory functions of a state agency. 

Sec. 5.  15 MRSA §3003, sub-§1-A is enacted 
to read: 

1-A.  Administration of juvenile justice.  "Ad-
ministration of juvenile justice" means activities related 
to the anticipation, prevention, detection, monitoring or 
investigation of known, suspected or possible juvenile 
crimes and the apprehension or summonsing, detention, 
conditional or unconditional release, informal adjust-
ment, initial appearance, bind-over, adjudication, dispo-
sition, custody and supervision or rehabilitation of  
accused juveniles or adjudicated juvenile criminal  
offenders.  "Administration of juvenile justice" includes 
the collection, storage and dissemination of juvenile 
case records and juvenile intelligence and investigative 
record information relating to the administration of  
juvenile justice. 

Sec. 6.  15 MRSA §3003, sub-§19-C is enacted 
to read: 

19-C.  Order of adjudication.  "Order of adjudi-
cation" means any document, including but not limited 
to a judgment and commitment order including condi-
tions of juvenile probation if imposed, any dismissal 
form or any written order that constitutes the final dis-
position of a juvenile petition. 

Sec. 7.  15 MRSA §3003, sub-§28 is enacted to 
read: 

28.  Victim.  "Victim" has the same meaning as in 
Title 17-A, section 2101, subsection 2. 

Sec. 8.  15 MRSA §3009, sub-§2, as amended 
by PL 2003, c. 205, §3, is further amended to read: 

2.  Release of information.  Upon the request of 
the superintendent or the superintendent's designee  
under subsection 1, the Department of Corrections shall 
release information as authorized under section 3308 
3308-C, subsection 7 4, paragraph B‑1 C, subparagraph 
(3) and Title 34‑A, section 1216, subsection 1, para-
graph F to be used by the reintegration team.  Infor-
mation received pursuant to this subsection is confiden-
tial and may not be further disseminated, except as  
otherwise provided by law. 

Sec. 9.  15 MRSA §3010 is enacted to read: 
§3010.  Dissemination of juvenile history record  

information by a Maine criminal justice 
agency 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings.  

A.  "Confidential juvenile history record infor-
mation" means all juvenile history record infor-
mation except public juvenile history record infor-
mation. 
B.  "Criminal justice agency" has the same meaning 
as in Title 16, section 703, subsection 4.  
C.  "Dissemination" has the same meaning as in  
Title 16, section 703, subsection 6.   
D.  "Executive order" has the same meaning as in 
Title 16, section 703, subsection 7. 
E.  "Juvenile history record information" means in-
formation of record collected by a criminal justice 
agency or at the direction of a criminal justice 
agency or kept in the custody of a criminal justice 
agency that connects a specific, identifiable juve-
nile with formal involvement in the juvenile justice 
system either as a person accused of or adjudicated 
as having committed a juvenile crime. "Juvenile 
history record information" includes, but is not lim-
ited to, identifiable descriptions or notations of:  
summonses and arrests; detention; petitions charg-
ing a juvenile with a juvenile crime or any disposi-
tion stemming from such charges; post-plea or 
post-adjudication disposition; execution of and 
completion of any disposition alternatives im-
posed; release and discharge from involuntary 
commitment; any related pretrial and post-trial  
appeals; collateral attacks; and petitions for and 
warrants of pardons, commutations, reprieves and 
amnesties. "Juvenile history record information" 
does not include information of record of civil pro-
ceedings, including traffic infractions and other 
civil violations or juvenile intelligence and investi-
gative record information as defined in section 
3308-A, subsection 1, paragraph E.  As used in this 
paragraph, "formal involvement in the juvenile jus-
tice system either as a person accused of or adjudi-
cated as having committed a juvenile crime" means 
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being within the jurisdiction of the juvenile justice 
system commencing with arrest, summons, referral 
to a juvenile community corrections officer, pre-
liminary investigation or filing of a juvenile peti-
tion with the Juvenile Court and concluding with 
the completion of any informal adjustment agree-
ment or the completion of any disposition entered 
by the Juvenile Court.   
F.  "Public juvenile history record information" 
means information indicating that a juvenile has 
been adjudicated as having committed a juvenile 
crime that would constitute murder or a Class A, B 
or C crime if the juvenile adjudicated were an adult 
and any resulting disposition imposed.  
2.  Juvenile history record information confi-

dential.  Except as provided in subsection 3, juvenile 
history record information is confidential and not open 
to public inspection, and does not constitute public rec-
ords as defined in Title 1, section 402, subsection 3.   

3.  Juvenile history record information pertain-
ing to adjudications.  Notwithstanding subsection 2, if 
a juvenile has been adjudicated as having committed a 
juvenile crime that would constitute murder or a Class 
A, B or C crime if the juvenile adjudicated were an 
adult, then that adjudication and any resulting disposi-
tion imposed, but no other related juvenile history rec-
ord information, may be disclosed publicly.   

4.  Dissemination of juvenile history record in-
formation by Maine criminal justice agency.  A 
Maine criminal justice agency, whether directly or 
through any intermediary, may disseminate confidential 
juvenile history record information only to:  

A.  Another criminal justice agency for the purpose 
of the administration of juvenile justice, the admin-
istration of criminal justice or criminal justice 
agency employment;  
B.  Any person for any purpose when expressly  
authorized by a statute, court rule, court decision or 
court order containing language specifically refer-
ring to confidential juvenile history record infor-
mation or one or more of the types of confidential 
juvenile history record information; or   
C.  A public entity for purposes of international 
travel, such as issuing visas and granting of citizen-
ship.    
5.  Required inquiry to State Bureau of Identifi-

cation.  A Maine criminal justice agency, other than a 
court, shall query the Department of Public Safety, 
State Bureau of Identification before disseminating any 
confidential juvenile history record information for a 
noncriminal justice purpose to ensure that the most  
up-to-date disposition information is being used.  For 
purposes of this subsection, "noncriminal justice pur-
pose" means a purpose other than for the administration 

of juvenile justice, the administration of criminal justice 
or criminal justice agency employment.  

6.  Unlawful dissemination of confidential juve-
nile history record information.  Any person who  
intentionally disseminates confidential juvenile history 
record information knowing it to be in violation of any 
provision of this chapter commits a civil violation for 
which a fine of not more than $1,000 may be adjudged.  
The District Court has jurisdiction over violations under 
this subsection. 

Sec. 10.  15 MRSA §3307, as amended by PL 
2019, c. 525, §16, is further amended to read: 
§3307.  Publicity and record Disclosure of juvenile's 

identity 
1-A.  Disclosure of juvenile's identity.  A law en-

forcement officer, officer of the court, juvenile commu-
nity corrections officer or other representative of the 
Department of Corrections may not disclose the identity 
of any juvenile until a petition is filed charging the  
juvenile with a juvenile crime described in subsection 2 
open to public inspection pursuant to section 3308-C, 
subsection 2, paragraph A, B or C.  This section does 
not preclude the disclosure of the identity of a juvenile 
to a complainant or victim if a juvenile community cor-
rections officer decides not to file a petition in accord-
ance with section 3301, subsection 5, paragraph A or B 
or if the juvenile community corrections officer  
requests the prosecuting attorney to file a petition in  
accordance with section 3301, subsection 5, paragraph 
C, or, if the victim is a minor, to the victim's parent or 
parents, guardian or legal custodian, to a criminal jus-
tice agency for the administration of juvenile justice or 
to the Department of Health and Human Services if nec-
essary to carry out the statutory functions of that depart-
ment, regardless of whether a petition has been or will 
be filed. 
This section does not preclude the disclosure of the 
identity of a juvenile on conditional release pursuant to 
section 3203-A or on informal adjustment pursuant to 
section 3301 to a criminal justice agency for the admin-
istration of juvenile justice, or to the Department of 
Health and Human Services if necessary to carry out the 
statutory functions of that department. 

1-B.  Disclosure of juvenile's identity to victim.  
Upon request, the identity of a juvenile subject to Juve-
nile Court proceedings must be disclosed by the Juve-
nile Court to: 

A.  The victim; 
B.  If the victim is a minor, the parent or parents, 
guardian or legal custodian of the victim; or 
C.  If the victim cannot act on the victim's own  
behalf due to death, age, physical or mental disease 
or disorder or intellectual disability or autism or 
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other reason, an immediate family member, guard-
ian, legal custodian or attorney representing the 
victim. 
2.  Certain hearings public.  
A.  Once a petition is filed, the general public may 
not be excluded from a proceeding on a juvenile 
crime that would constitute murder or a Class A, 
Class B or Class C crime if the juvenile involved 
were an adult; from a proceeding on a juvenile 
crime that would constitute a Class D crime if the 
juvenile involved were an adult and the juvenile 
has previously been adjudicated of committing a 
juvenile crime that would constitute a Class D or 
higher class crime not arising from the same under-
lying transaction; or from a subsequent disposi-
tional hearing in such cases. 
B.  The general public is excluded from all other 
juvenile hearings and proceedings, except that a  
juvenile charged with a juvenile crime that would 
constitute murder or a Class A, Class B or Class C 
offense and with a juvenile crime that would con-
stitute a juvenile's first Class D offense or Class E 
offense or with conduct described in section 3103, 
subsection 1, paragraph B, C or E, arising from the 
same underlying transaction may elect to have all 
charges adjudicated in one hearing, and, when a  
juvenile does so elect, the general public is not  
excluded from that hearing. 
3.  Record.  A verbatim record shall must be made 

of all detention, bind over, adjudicatory and disposi-
tional hearings. 

Sec. 11.  15 MRSA §3308, as amended by PL 
2019, c. 525, §17, is repealed. 

Sec. 12.  15 MRSA §3308-A, sub-§1, ¶A, as 
enacted by PL 2013, c. 267, Pt. D, §1, is repealed. 

Sec. 13.  15 MRSA §3308-A, sub-§1, ¶C-1 is 
enacted to read: 

C-1.  "Dissemination" has the same meaning as in 
Title 16, section 703, subsection 6. 
Sec. 14.  15 MRSA §3308-A, sub-§2, as 

amended by PL 2019, c. 525, §19, is further amended 
to read: 

2.  Information part of juvenile case records.  To 
the extent juvenile intelligence and investigative record 
information has been made part of the juvenile case rec-
ords, dissemination of that juvenile intelligence and  
investigative record information by the court having  
actual custody of the juvenile case records must be as 
provided by section 3307 and section 3308 3308-C, 
subsection 4. 

Sec. 15.  15 MRSA §3308-A, sub-§3, ¶B-2 is 
enacted to read: 

B-2.  A governmental agency or subunit of a gov-
ernmental agency in this State or another state that 
pursuant to statute is responsible for investigating 
abuse, neglect or exploitation of children or a gov-
ernmental agency in this State or another state  
responsible for the licensing of child care facilities, 
family child care providers or children's camp pro-
grams or their employees; 
Sec. 16.  15 MRSA §3308-A, sub-§3, ¶D, as 

amended by PL 2019, c. 525, §21, is further amended 
by amending subparagraph (2) to read: 

(2)  A court order pursuant to section 3307 or 
3308 3308-C. 

Sec. 17.  15 MRSA §3308-A, sub-§4, as en-
acted by PL 2019, c. 525, §22, is amended to read: 

4.  Dissemination of juvenile intelligence and in-
vestigative record information subject to reasonable 
limitations.  The dissemination of juvenile intelligence 
and investigative record information by a criminal jus-
tice agency pursuant to subsection 3, paragraphs B, B-1, 
B-2 and D is subject to limitations to reasonably ensure 
that dissemination of the information will not: 

A.  Interfere with law enforcement proceedings  
relating to crimes; 
B.  Result in public dissemination of prejudicial  
information concerning an accused person or con-
cerning the prosecution's evidence that will inter-
fere with the ability of a court to impanel an impar-
tial jury; 
C.  Constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, including, but not limited to, the personal 
privacy of juveniles and victims; 
D.  Disclose the identity of a confidential source; 
E.  Disclose confidential information furnished 
only by a confidential source; 
F.  Disclose investigative techniques and proce-
dures or security plans and procedures not known 
by the general public; 
G.  Endanger the life or physical safety of any  
individual, including law enforcement personnel; 
H.  Disclose information designated confidential 
by statute; and 
I.  Interfere with proceedings relating to civil vio-
lations, civil enforcement proceedings and other 
civil proceedings conducted by the Department of 
the Attorney General or by a district attorney's  
office. 

To comply with this subsection a criminal justice 
agency may deny access in whole or in part to records 
that contain or constitute juvenile intelligence and in-
vestigative record information.  A criminal justice 
agency also may prepare and provide redacted copies of 
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such records to a person or public or private entity  
authorized to receive the information under this section. 

Sec. 18.  15 MRSA §3308-A, sub-§7 is enacted 
to read: 

7.  Unlawful dissemination of confidential juve-
nile intelligence and investigative record infor-
mation.  Any person who intentionally disseminates 
confidential juvenile intelligence and investigative rec-
ord information knowing it to be in violation of any pro-
vision of this chapter commits a civil violation for 
which a fine of not more than $1,000 may be adjudged.  
The District Court has jurisdiction over violations under 
this subsection. 

Sec. 19.  15 MRSA §3308-C is enacted to read: 
§3308-C.  Confidentiality of juvenile case records 

1.  Confidentiality.  Juvenile case records are con-
fidential and may not be disclosed, disseminated or  
inspected except as expressly authorized by this Part.  
Juvenile case records open to public inspection may be 
inspected only at the courthouse.  The court may not 
disseminate any juvenile case records, including those 
open to public inspection, to the public in any manner, 
including by any paper or electronic means.   

2.  Juvenile petitions open to public inspection.  
Unless Juvenile Court proceedings are suspended pur-
suant to section 3318-A, subsection 5, the following  
juvenile petitions are open to public inspection: 

A.  Any juvenile petition alleging a violation of  
Title 17-A, section 201, 202 or 203 if the juvenile 
charged had attained 13 years of age at the time of 
the alleged juvenile crime, if the Juvenile Court has 
found there is probable cause to believe the juve-
nile committed a juvenile crime that would be a  
violation of Title 17-A, section 201, 202 or 203 if 
the juvenile involved were an adult. 
If the juvenile had not attained 13 years of age at 
the time of the alleged violation of Title 17-A, sec-
tion 201, 202 or 203, the Juvenile Court may allow 
public inspection of the juvenile petition pursuant 
to paragraph C;  
B.  Any juvenile petition alleging a juvenile crime 
that would constitute a Class A crime if committed 
by an adult if the juvenile charged had attained 13 
years of age at the time of the alleged juvenile 
crime if the Juvenile Court has found there is prob-
able cause to believe the juvenile committed a  
juvenile crime that would be a Class A crime if the 
juvenile involved were an adult. 
If the juvenile had not attained 13 years of age at 
the time of the juvenile crime that would constitute 
a Class A crime if committed by an adult, the Juve-
nile Court may allow public inspection of the juve-
nile petition pursuant to paragraph C.   

A petition open to public inspection under this par-
agraph may be made confidential and not open to 
public inspection if, upon written request by a per-
son to the Juvenile Court, and after notice to the 
juvenile and the juvenile's parent or parents, guard-
ian or legal custodian, the attorney for the juvenile 
and the office of the prosecuting attorney, and after 
a hearing in which the Juvenile Court considers the 
purposes of this Part, the juvenile's interest in pri-
vacy, the alleged victim's interest in privacy, the 
nature of the juvenile crime alleged and the charac-
teristics of the juvenile and public safety concerns 
as outlined in section 3101, subsection 4, paragraph 
D, the court determines that the general public's 
right to information does not substantially out-
weigh the juvenile's interest in privacy or the  
alleged victim's interest in privacy; and 
C.  Any petition alleging a juvenile crime that 
would constitute murder or a Class A crime if com-
mitted by an adult and the juvenile charged had not 
attained 13 years of age at the time of the alleged 
juvenile crime, or any petition alleging a juvenile 
of any age committed a juvenile crime that would 
constitute a Class B or C crime if committed by an 
adult, if: 

(1)  A written request is filed by any person 
with the Juvenile Court requesting that the  
juvenile petition be open to public inspection; 
(2)  The Juvenile Court has found there is 
probable cause to believe the juvenile commit-
ted a juvenile crime that would constitute mur-
der, a violation of Title 17-A, section 204 or a 
Class A, B or C crime if the juvenile involved 
were an adult; and 
(3)  After notice to the juvenile and the juve-
nile's parent or parents, guardian or legal cus-
todian, the attorney for the juvenile, the office 
of the prosecuting attorney and the individual 
or entity requesting the juvenile petition be 
open to public inspection and a hearing in 
which the Juvenile Court considers the pur-
poses of this Part, the juvenile's interest in pri-
vacy, the alleged victim's interest in privacy, 
the nature of the juvenile crime alleged and the 
characteristics of the juvenile and public safety 
concerns as outlined in section 3101, subsec-
tion 4, paragraph D, the court determines that 
the general public's right to information sub-
stantially outweighs the juvenile's interest in 
privacy and the alleged victim's interest in pri-
vacy. 

D.  In a juvenile petition alleging multiple juvenile 
crimes, the juvenile crime that would constitute the 
highest class of crime if the juvenile were an adult 
determines whether the petition is open to public 
inspection. 
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The prosecuting attorney shall ensure that names and 
identifying information of any alleged victims are re-
dacted before a petition is filed with the Juvenile Court. 
If a request to allow public inspection of a petition  
under this subsection has been filed, the Juvenile Court 
shall advise the juvenile and the juvenile's parent or par-
ents, guardian or legal custodian that the request has 
been made and shall advise them of the juvenile's right 
to be represented by counsel.  The court may not allow 
the public to inspect a juvenile petition pursuant to par-
agraph C until authorized by court order. 

3.  Orders of adjudication open to public inspec-
tion.  Orders of adjudication for any juvenile crime that 
would constitute murder or a Class A, B or C crime if 
the juvenile involved were an adult are open to public 
inspection.  Orders of adjudication for all other juvenile 
crimes are confidential and not open to public inspec-
tion.  When an order of adjudication reflects adjudica-
tions for both a juvenile crime that would constitute 
murder or a Class A, B or C crime if the juvenile  
involved were an adult and another juvenile crime or 
crimes not constituting murder or a Class A, B or C 
crime if the juvenile involved were an adult, the juve-
nile crime that would constitute the highest class of 
crime if the juvenile were an adult determines whether 
the order of adjudication is open to public inspection. 

4.  Dissemination of information contained in  
juvenile case records.  The following provisions apply 
to the dissemination of information contained in juve-
nile case records. 

A.  For purposes of this subsection, unless the con-
text otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

(1) "Administration of criminal justice" has the 
same meaning as in Title 16, section 703, sub-
section 1. 
(2) "Criminal justice agency" has the same 
meaning as in Title 16, section 703, subsection 
4. 
(3) "Juvenile intelligence and investigative 
record information" has the same meaning as 
in section 3308-A, subsection 1, paragraph E. 

B.  Nothing in this section precludes sharing of any 
information contained in juvenile case records by 
one criminal justice agency with another criminal 
justice agency for the purpose of administration of 
criminal justice, administration of juvenile justice 
or criminal justice agency employment.  
C.  Nothing in this section precludes dissemination 
of any information contained in juvenile case rec-
ords if: 

(1)  The juvenile has been adjudicated as hav-
ing committed a juvenile crime; 

(2)  The information is disseminated by and to 
persons who directly supervise or report on the 
health, behavior or progress of the juvenile, the 
superintendent of the juvenile's school and the 
superintendent's designees, criminal justice 
agencies or agencies that are or might become 
responsible for the health or welfare of the  
juvenile as a result of a court order or by agree-
ment with the Department of Corrections or 
the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices; and 
(3)  The information is relevant to and dissem-
inated only for the purpose of creating or main-
taining an individualized plan for the juvenile's 
rehabilitation, including reintegration into a 
school. 

Any information received under this paragraph is 
confidential and may not be further disclosed or 
disseminated, except as otherwise provided by law. 
D.  Nothing in this section precludes dissemination 
of any information in the juvenile case records in 
the possession of the Department of Corrections if 
the person concerning whom the juvenile case rec-
ords are sought, the juvenile, the person's legal 
guardian, if any, and, if the person is a minor, the 
person's parent or parents, guardian or legal custo-
dian have given informed written consent to the 
dissemination of the juvenile case records.  
E.  Except as expressly authorized by this section, 
juvenile intelligence and investigative record infor-
mation, juvenile community corrections officers' 
records and all other reports of social and clinical 
studies contained in juvenile case records may not 
be open to inspection and may not be disclosed or 
disseminated except with the consent of the Juve-
nile Court.  The names and identifying information 
regarding any alleged victims and minors con-
tained in the juvenile case records must be redacted 
prior to disclosure, dissemination or inspection. 
The Juvenile Court may not order the disclosure, 
dissemination or inspection of juvenile case rec-
ords unless the juvenile, the juvenile's parent or 
parents, guardian or legal custodian and either the 
juvenile's attorney or, if the juvenile does not have 
an attorney, the juvenile's attorney of record and 
the prosecuting attorney are given notice of the  
request and an opportunity to be heard regarding 
the request.  In deciding whether to allow the dis-
closure, dissemination or inspection of any portion 
of juvenile case records under this paragraph, the 
Juvenile Court shall consider the purposes of this 
Part and the reasons for which the request is being 
made and may restrict the disclosure, dissemina-
tion or inspection of the juvenile case records in 
any manner the court determines necessary or  
appropriate.  
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F.  When a juvenile who is adjudicated as having 
committed a juvenile crime that if committed by an 
adult would be gross sexual assault under Title 
17-A, section 253, subsection 1 is committed to a 
Department of Corrections juvenile correctional  
facility or placed on probation, the Department of 
Corrections shall provide, while the juvenile is 
committed or on probation, a copy of the juvenile's 
judgment and commitment to the Department of 
Health and Human Services, to all law enforcement 
agencies that have jurisdiction in those areas where 
the juvenile resides, works or attends school and to 
the superintendent of any school in which the juve-
nile attends school during the period of commit-
ment or probation.  The Department of Corrections 
shall provide a copy of the juvenile's judgment and 
commitment to all licensed day care facility opera-
tors located in the municipality where the juvenile 
resides, works or attends school during the period 
of commitment or probation.  Upon request, the 
Department of Corrections shall also provide a 
copy of the juvenile's judgment and commitment to 
other entities that are involved in the care of chil-
dren and are located in the municipality where the 
juvenile resides, works or attends school during the 
period of commitment or probation.  The Depart-
ment of Corrections may provide a copy of the  
juvenile's judgment and commitment to any other 
agency or person that the Department of Correc-
tions determines is appropriate to ensure public 
safety.  Neither the failure of the Department of 
Corrections to perform the requirements of this 
paragraph nor compliance with this paragraph sub-
jects the Department of Corrections or its employ-
ees to liability in a civil action.  
G.  Juvenile case records must be open to inspec-
tion by and, upon request, be disseminated to the 
juvenile, the juvenile's parent or parents, guardian 
or legal custodian, the juvenile's attorney, the pros-
ecuting attorney and any agency to which legal cus-
tody of the juvenile was transferred as a result of an 
adjudication.  Juvenile case records must also be 
open to inspection by and, upon request, be dissem-
inated to the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices prior to adjudication if commitment to the 
Department of Health and Human Services is a pro-
posed disposition. 
5.  Victim access to juvenile case records.  Not-

withstanding confidentiality provisions of this section, 
the juvenile petition and order of adjudication may be 
inspected by: 

A.  The victim; 
B.  If the victim is a minor, the parent or parents, 
guardian or legal custodian of the victim; or 
C.  If the victim cannot act on the victim's own be-
half due to death, age, physical or mental disease or 
disorder or intellectual disability or autism or other 

reason, an immediate family member, guardian,  
legal custodian or attorney representing the victim. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the 
contrary, juvenile case records must be open to inspec-
tion by or may be disseminated to the Victims' Com-
pensation Board established in Title 5, section 12004-J, 
subsection 11 if a juvenile is alleged to have committed 
an offense upon which an application to the board is 
based. 

6.  Access to juvenile case records by other per-
sons.  With the consent of the Juvenile Court and sub-
ject to reasonable limitations to protect the identity, pri-
vacy and safety of 3rd parties, including, but not limited 
to, victims and other accused or adjudicated juveniles, 
and the interests of justice, juvenile case records,  
excluding the names of the juvenile and the juvenile's 
parent or parents, guardian or legal custodian, the juve-
nile's attorney or any other parties, may be inspected by 
or disseminated to persons having a legitimate interest 
in the proceedings or by persons conducting pertinent 
research studies. 

7.  Order following determination that juvenile 
case records are open to public inspection, disclo-
sure or dissemination.  Following a determination that 
a juvenile petition, order of adjudication or other juve-
nile case records are open to public inspection, disclo-
sure or dissemination under this section, the Juvenile 
Court shall enter an order specifying which juvenile 
case records may be inspected, disclosed or dissemi-
nated and identifying the individual or agency granted 
access to those juvenile case records.  The Juvenile 
Court may restrict the further disclosure, dissemination 
or inspection of the juvenile case records in any manner 
the court determines necessary or appropriate. 

8.  Records to Secretary of State.  Whenever a 
juvenile has been adjudicated as having committed a  
juvenile crime involving the operation of a motor vehi-
cle, or when the Juvenile Court has ordered a disposi-
tion pursuant to section 3314, subsection 3, 3-A, or 3-B 
that includes suspension of the juvenile's right to oper-
ate a motor vehicle, the court shall transmit to the Sec-
retary of State an abstract, duly certified, setting forth 
the name of the juvenile, the offense, the date of the  
offense, the date of the adjudicatory hearing and any 
other pertinent facts.  These juvenile case records are 
admissible in evidence in hearings conducted by the 
Secretary of State or any of the Secretary of State's dep-
uties and are open to public inspection. 
Nothing in this Part may be construed to limit the  
authority of the Secretary of State, pursuant to Title 
29-A, to suspend a person's driver's license or permit to 
operate a motor vehicle, right to operate a motor vehicle 
or right to apply for or obtain a driver's license. 

9.  Transmission of information about a commit-
ted juvenile.  Information regarding a juvenile commit-
ted to the custody of the Department of Corrections or 
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the custody of the Department of Health and Human 
Services must be provided as follows. 

A.  The Juvenile Court shall transmit with the com-
mitment order a copy of the petition, the order of 
adjudication, copies of any social studies, any clin-
ical or educational reports and information perti-
nent to the care and treatment of the juvenile. 
B.  The Department of Corrections or the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services shall provide 
the Juvenile Court with any information concern-
ing the juvenile committed to either department's 
custody that the court at any time may request. 
10.  Juvenile case records sealed.  This subsection 

governs the sealing of juvenile case records of a person 
adjudicated as having committed a juvenile crime. 

A.  A person adjudicated as having committed a  
juvenile crime that, if the juvenile were an adult, 
would constitute murder or a Class A, B or C crime 
or operating under the influence as defined in Title 
29-A, section 2411 may petition the Juvenile Court 
to seal from public inspection all juvenile case rec-
ords pertaining to the juvenile crime and its dispo-
sition and any prior juvenile case records and their 
dispositions if:   

(1)  At least 3 years have passed since the per-
son's discharge from the disposition ordered 
for that juvenile crime; 
(2)  Since the date of disposition, the person 
has not been adjudicated as having committed 
a juvenile crime and has not been convicted of 
committing a crime; and 
(3)  There are no current adjudicatory proceed-
ings pending for a juvenile or other crime. 

B.  The Juvenile Court may grant the petition filed 
under paragraph A if the court finds that the  
requirements of paragraph A are satisfied, unless 
the court finds that the general public's right to  
information substantially outweighs the juvenile's 
interest in privacy.  The juvenile has a right to  
appeal the court's denial of the juvenile's petition to 
seal as provided in chapter 509. 
C.  At the time a person adjudicated to have com-
mitted a juvenile crime other than a crime listed in 
paragraph A is finally discharged from the disposi-
tion imposed for that juvenile crime, the court, 
upon receipt of appropriate notice of the discharge, 
shall within 5 business days enter an order sealing 
from public inspection all records pertaining to the 
juvenile crime and its disposition.  Appropriate  
notice that the juvenile is discharged from the dis-
position: 

(1)  Must be provided to the court by the  
Department of Corrections if the juvenile's dis-
position involved either commitment to the 

custody of a Department of Corrections juve-
nile correctional facility, a period of confine-
ment not to exceed 30 days or any suspended 
disposition with a period of probation; 
(2)  Must be provided to the court by the office 
of the prosecuting attorney if disposition  
included restitution, community service or a 
restorative justice event and the court ordered 
that proof of completion of the obligation be 
provided to the office of the prosecuting attor-
ney; or 
(3)  May be provided to the court by the juve-
nile or the juvenile's attorney.  If the notice is 
provided by the juvenile or the juvenile's attor-
ney, the juvenile or the juvenile's attorney shall 
serve a copy of the notice on the office of the 
prosecuting attorney before the court may  
enter the order sealing the juvenile case rec-
ords.  In all juvenile cases adjudicated subse-
quent to January 1, 2000, but prior to January 
1, 2022, the Juvenile Court may grant the re-
quest of the juvenile or the juvenile’s attorney 
for automatic sealing of all juvenile case rec-
ords pertaining to the juvenile crime and its 
disposition when notice is provided to the 
court and the prosecuting attorney pursuant to 
this subparagraph. 
When an order of adjudication includes multi-
ple juvenile crimes, the juvenile crime that 
would constitute the highest class of crime if 
the juvenile were an adult determines whether 
a petition for sealing of juvenile records must 
be filed pursuant to paragraph A and a finding 
made pursuant to paragraph B before all juve-
nile case records pertaining to all of the juve-
nile crimes adjudicated may be ordered sealed. 
When a juvenile petition alleges multiple juve-
nile crimes and the court holds separate hear-
ings resulting in multiple orders of adjudica-
tion, the order of adjudication with the highest 
class of crime if the juvenile were an adult  
determines whether a petition for sealing of  
juvenile records must be filed pursuant to para-
graph A and a finding made pursuant to para-
graph B before all juvenile case records per-
taining to all of the juvenile crimes adjudicated 
may be ordered sealed. 

D.  Notwithstanding subsections 2 and 3, subsec-
tion 4, paragraphs C, D and F and subsections 5 and 
6, a court order sealing juvenile case records pur-
suant to this subsection permits only the following 
persons to have access to the sealed juvenile case 
records: 

(1)  The courts and criminal justice agencies as 
provided by this section; and 
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(2)  The person whose juvenile case records 
are sealed or that person's designee. 

E.  A copy of the court's written order certifying its 
granting of the juvenile's petition to seal juvenile 
case records pursuant to paragraph B or its order of 
automatic sealing pursuant to paragraph C must be 
provided to the Department of Public Safety, State 
Bureau of Identification if the adjudication is for a 
juvenile crime the criminal records of which are 
maintained by the State Bureau of Identification 
pursuant to Title 25, section 1541.  The State  
Bureau of Identification or the appropriate agency 
upon receipt of the order shall promptly update its 
records relating to each of the juvenile adjudica-
tions included in the order. 
F.  A person whose juvenile case records are sealed 
pursuant to this subsection may respond to inquir-
ies from other than the courts and criminal justice 
agencies about that person's juvenile crimes, the  
juvenile case records of which have been sealed, as 
if the juvenile crimes had never occurred, without 
being subject to any sanctions.  The sealing of a 
person's juvenile case records does not remove or 
otherwise affect the prohibition against that per-
son's possessing a firearm pursuant to section 393.  
11.  Unlawful dissemination of confidential ju-

venile case record information.  Any person who  
intentionally disseminates information contained in 
confidential juvenile case records knowing it to be in 
violation of any provisions of this chapter commits a 
civil violation for which a fine of not more than $1,000 
may be adjudged.  The District Court has jurisdiction 
over violations under this subsection. 

Sec. 20.  15 MRSA §3308-D is enacted to read: 
§3308-D.  Confidentiality of Juvenile Court  

proceedings 
1.  Record.  A verbatim record must be made of all 

Juvenile Court proceedings. 
2.  Certain hearings public.  Unless proceedings 

on a juvenile petition are suspended under section 
3318-A, subsection 5, the general public may not be  
excluded from any Juvenile Court hearing for which the 
petition is open to public inspection under section 
3308-C, subsection 2 or from any Juvenile Court hear-
ing on a State's motion for bind-over under section 
3101, subsection 4. 

3.  Hearings on petitions alleging multiple juve-
nile crimes.  When a juvenile petition open to public 
inspection under section 3308-C, subsection 2 alleges a 
juvenile crime that would constitute a Class D or Class 
E crime if the juvenile involved were an adult or a vio-
lation of section 3103, subsection 1, paragraph B or C 
arising from the same course of conduct, the Juvenile 
Court may order that charges alleging conduct that 
would be a Class D or Class E crime if the juvenile  

involved were an adult or a violation of section 3103, 
subsection 1, paragraph B or C be adjudicated in a sep-
arate hearing.  When the Juvenile Court so orders, the 
general public must be excluded from the hearing on  
alleged conduct that would constitute a Class D or Class 
E crime if the juvenile were an adult or a violation of 
section 3103, subsection 1, paragraph B or C. 

4.  Victim presence at hearings.  Regardless of 
whether a Juvenile Court proceeding is open to the gen-
eral public, the following persons may be present in 
court: 

A.  The victim; 
B.  If the victim is a minor, the victim's parent or 
parents, guardian or legal custodian; or 
C.  If the victim cannot act on the victim's own be-
half due to death, age, physical or mental disease or 
disorder or intellectual disability or autism or other 
reason, an immediate family member, guardian,  
legal custodian or attorney representing the victim. 
Sec. 21.  15 MRSA §3318-A, sub-§5, as en-

acted by PL 2011, c. 282, §4, is amended to read: 
5.  Suspension of juvenile proceedings.  Pending 

a competency examination, the Juvenile Court shall 
suspend the proceeding on the petition.  All juvenile 
case records, including a petition that is otherwise open 
to public inspection under section 3308-C, subsection 
2, are confidential and are not subject to inspection, dis-
semination or release by the court.  The suspension  
remains in effect pending the outcome of a competency 
determination hearing pursuant to subsection 7.  Sus-
pension of the proceeding does not affect the Juvenile 
Court's ability to detain or release the juvenile pursuant 
to section 3203‑A, subsection 5. 

Sec. 22.  15 MRSA §3318-A, sub-§7, as en-
acted by PL 2011, c. 282, §4, is amended to read: 

7.  Post-examination report and hearing.  Fol-
lowing receipt of the competency examination report 
from the State Forensic Service examiner, the Juvenile 
Court shall provide copies of the report to the parties 
and hold a competency determination hearing.  All 
hearings conducted pursuant to this subsection are con-
fidential and not open to the general public or persons 
listed in section 3308-D, subsection 4.  If the Juvenile 
Court finds that the juvenile is competent to proceed 
based upon the burden and standard of proof pursuant 
to subsection 8, the Juvenile Court shall set a time for 
the resumption of the proceedings.  If the Juvenile Court 
is not satisfied that the juvenile is competent to proceed, 
the Juvenile Court shall determine how to proceed pur-
suant to section 3318‑B. 
The court may consider the report of the State Forensic 
Service examiner, together with all other evidence rele-
vant to the issue of competency, in its determination 
whether the juvenile is competent to proceed. No single 
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criterion set forth in subsection 6 may be binding on the 
court's determination. 

Sec. 23.  15 MRSA §3318-C is enacted to read: 
§3318-C.  Competency orders 

1.  Contents of competency order.  Competency 
orders issued by the court may include only the follow-
ing information. 

A.  The order must include a finding of whether the 
juvenile is competent to proceed based on whether 
the juvenile has a rational, as well as factual,  
understanding of the proceedings and a sufficient 
present ability to consult with legal counsel with a 
reasonable degree of rational understanding. 
B.  If the court finds that the juvenile is competent 
to proceed, the order must specify the day on which 
the proceedings on the juvenile petition will  
resume. 
C.  If the court finds that the juvenile is not compe-
tent but there is a substantial probability that the  
juvenile may be competent in the foreseeable  
future, the order must direct compliance with sec-
tion 3318-B, subsection 1, paragraph A. 
D.  If the court finds that the juvenile is not compe-
tent to proceed and there is no substantial probabil-
ity that the juvenile will be competent in the fore-
seeable future, the order must set a date for a further 
hearing pursuant to section 3318-B, subsection 2. 

All findings of fact made by the court in association 
with the issuance of a competency order are confiden-
tial and may not be included in the order. 

2.  Access to competency orders.  Competency  
orders may be inspected by the following persons: 

A.  The victim of the juvenile crime or, if the victim 
is a minor, the victim's parent or parents, guardian 
or legal custodian; 
B.  If the victim cannot act on the victim's own be-
half due to death, age, physical or mental disease or 
disorder or intellectual disability or autism or other 
reason, an immediate family member, guardian,  
legal custodian or attorney representing the victim; 
and 
C.  The public, but only if the juvenile proceeding 
to which the order relates is publicly accessible 
pursuant to section 3308-C, subsection 2. 
Sec. 24.  15 MRSA §3506-A, sub-§7, as en-

acted by PL 1989, c. 126, §2, is amended to read: 
7.  Public proceeding; exception.  Notwithstand-

ing section 3307, subsection 2, paragraph B, the The 
court shall may not exclude the public unless the minor 
or the minor's parent or parents, guardian or legal cus-
todian, requests that the public be excluded and the mi-
nor or the minor's parent or parents, guardian or legal 

custodian, does not object.  If the public is excluded, 
only the parties, their attorneys, court officers and wit-
nesses may be present. 

Sec. 25.  15 MRSA c. 514 is enacted to read: 
CHAPTER 514 

CIVIL REMEDY FOR UNLAWFUL DISCLO-
SURE OF CONFIDENTIAL RECORDS, INFOR-

MATION 
§3701.  Civil actions by aggrieved persons  

authorized 
1.  Authorization.  A person about whom confi-

dential records or information has been intentionally 
disclosed when the disclosure was made knowing it was 
in violation of section 3010, subsection 6, section 
3308-A, subsection 7 or section 3308-C, subsection 11 
or that person's parent or parents, guardian or legal cus-
todian, may initiate and prosecute in that person's own 
name and on that person's own behalf a civil action for 
the relief described in this section. 

2.  Jurisdiction.  An action under subsection 1 
must be instituted in the District Court for the county 
where the alleged violator resides or has a principal 
place of business. 

3.  Relief.  A person who brings and prevails in a 
civil action pursuant to this section is entitled to injunc-
tive relief, reimbursement of court costs and reasonable 
attorney's fees, an award of actual damages of up to 
$5,000 and award of punitive damages. 

Sec. 26.  16 MRSA §803, sub-§3, as enacted by 
PL 2013, c. 267, Pt. A, §3, is amended to read: 

3.  Administration of juvenile justice.  "Admin-
istration of juvenile justice" means activities relating to 
the anticipation, prevention, detection, monitoring or 
investigation of known, suspected or possible juvenile 
crimes.  "Administration of juvenile justice" includes 
the collection, storage and dissemination of intelligence 
and investigative information relating to the administra-
tion of juvenile justice has the same meaning as in Title 
15, section 3003, subsection 1-A. 

Sec. 27.  20-A MRSA §1055, sub-§12, as 
amended by PL 2003, c. 205, §7, is further amended to 
read: 

12.  Reintegration team.  Within 10 days after  
receiving information from the Department of Correc-
tions pursuant to Title 15, section 3009, the superinten-
dent shall convene a reintegration team to carry out  
reintegration planning pursuant to section 254, subsec-
tion 12.  The reintegration team must consist of the  
administrator of the school or the administrator's  
designee; at least one classroom teacher to whom the 
student will be assigned or who is involved in the 
school's student assistance team; a parent, guardian or 
custodian of the student; and a guidance counselor.  The 
reintegration team is entitled to receive the information 
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described in Title 15, section 3308 3308-C, subsection 
7 4, paragraph B‑1 C, subparagraph (3) and Title 34‑A, 
section 1216, subsection 1, paragraph F.  The reintegra-
tion team shall also determine, on the basis of need, 
which school employees may receive that information. 
Confidentiality of the criminal justice information  
regarding juveniles received from the Department of 
Corrections must be ensured at all times and the infor-
mation may be released by a member of the reintegra-
tion team only under the conditions of this subsection.  
The superintendent shall ensure that confidentiality 
training is provided to all school employees who have 
access to the information. 

Sec. 28.  20-A MRSA §6001-B, sub-§3-A, as 
amended by PL 2003, c. 205, §8, is further amended to 
read: 

3-A.  Determination of status of juvenile apply-
ing for admission; discretion of school to accept  
juvenile.  If the receiving school administrative unit  
receives information under Title 15, section 3308 
3308-C, subsection 7 4, paragraph B‑1 C, subparagraph 
(3) and Title 34‑A, section 1216, subsection 1, para-
graph F that a student is not in compliance with a con-
dition of an individualized plan for the juvenile's reha-
bilitation and that condition is relevant to the juvenile's 
reintegration into the school, the receiving school  
administrative unit may deny admission or participation 
in public school programs, facilities or activities as part 
of an equivalent instruction program pursuant to section 
5021 until the school administrative unit is satisfied that 
the condition has been met. 

Sec. 29.  25 MRSA §2929, sub-§2, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 2019, c. 339, §6, is further amended to 
read: 

B.  A public safety answering point may disclose 
confidential information to a criminal justice 
agency, as defined in Title 16, section 803, subsec-
tion 4, for the purposes of the administration of 
criminal justice, as defined in Title 16, section 803, 
subsection 2, and the administration of juvenile jus-
tice, as defined in Title 15, section 3308‑A 3003, 
subsection 1, paragraph A 1-A, related to a 9-1-1 
call; 
Sec. 30.  25 MRSA §2929, sub-§4, ¶B, as 

amended by PL 2019, c. 339, §7, is further amended to 
read: 

B.  To a criminal justice agency, as defined in Title 
16, section 803, subsection 4, for the purposes of 
the administration of criminal justice, as defined in 
Title 16, section 803, subsection 2, and the admin-
istration of juvenile justice, as defined in Title 15, 
section 3308‑A 3003, subsection 1, paragraph A 
1-A, related to a 9-1-1 call; 

Sec. 31.  34-A MRSA §1001, sub-§10-A, as 
amended by PL 2015, c. 470, §14, is further amended 
to read: 

10-A.  Investigative officer.  "Investigative  
officer" means an employee of the department desig-
nated by the commissioner as having the authority to 
conduct investigations of crimes or juvenile crimes  
relating to the security or orderly management of a  
facility administered by the department and engage in 
any other activity that is related to the administration of 
criminal justice as defined in Title 16, section 703, sub-
section 1 for the purposes of the Criminal History Rec-
ord Information Act or as defined in Title 16, section 
803, subsection 2 for the purposes of the Intelligence 
and Investigative Record Information Act, the admin-
istration of juvenile criminal justice or the administra-
tion of juvenile justice and who is certified by the Board 
of Trustees of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy as 
a full-time law enforcement officer. 

Sec. 32.  34-A MRSA §1001, sub-§21, as en-
acted by PL 1987, c. 633, §1, is repealed. 

Sec. 33.  34-A MRSA §1001, sub-§22, as en-
acted by PL 2015, c. 470, §16, is amended to read: 

22.  Administration of juvenile justice.  "Admin-
istration of juvenile justice" has the same meaning as in 
Title 15, section 3308‑A 3003, subsection 1, paragraph 
A 1-A. 

Sec. 34.  34-A MRSA §1214, sub-§4, as 
amended by PL 2015, c. 470, §17, is further amended 
to read: 

4.  Confidentiality.  Requests for action by the of-
fice must be treated confidentially and may be disclosed 
only to a state agency if necessary to carry out the stat-
utory functions of that agency or to a criminal justice 
agency if necessary to carry out the administration of 
criminal justice as defined in Title 16, section 703, sub-
section 1 or the administration of juvenile criminal jus-
tice.  In no case may a victim's request for notice of re-
lease be disclosed outside the department and the office 
of the attorney for the State with which the request was 
filed. 

Sec. 35.  34-A MRSA §1216, sub-§1, ¶D, as 
amended by PL 2017, c. 432, Pt. F, §2, is further 
amended to read: 

D.  To any criminal justice agency if necessary to 
carry out the administration of criminal justice as 
defined in Title 16, section 703, subsection 1, the 
administration of criminal justice as defined in  
Title 16, section 803, subsection 2, the administra-
tion of juvenile criminal justice as defined in Title 
15, section 3308, subsection 7, paragraph A, sub-
paragraph (2), or the administration of juvenile jus-
tice as defined in Title 15, section 3308-A 3003, 
subsection 1, paragraph A 1-A or for criminal jus-
tice agency employment; 
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Sec. 36.  34-A MRSA §3011, sub-§1, as 
amended by PL 2015, c. 470, §19, is further amended 
to read: 

1.  Exercise of law enforcement powers.  Investi-
gative officers and other employees of the department 
who are certified by the Board of Trustees of the Maine 
Criminal Justice Academy as law enforcement officers 
may exercise the powers of other law enforcement  
officers with respect to crimes or juvenile crimes relat-
ing to the security or orderly management of a facility 
and engage in any other activity that is related to the 
administration of criminal justice as defined in Title 16, 
section 703, subsection 1 for the purposes of the Crim-
inal History Record Information Act or as defined in  
Title 16, section 803, subsection 2 for the purposes of 
the Intelligence and Investigative Record Information 
Act, the administration of juvenile criminal justice or 
the administration of juvenile justice, if authorized to 
exercise these powers by the commissioner.  These  
employees may issue administrative subpoenas, if  
authorized to exercise these powers by the commis-
sioner and by the Attorney General or the Attorney 
General's designee.  These powers are in addition to any 
powers the employees may otherwise have as employ-
ees of the department.  Internal investigations of em-
ployees of the department must be conducted pursuant 
to any applicable collective bargaining agreement. 

Sec. 37.  Effective date. This Act takes effect 
January 1, 2022. 

Effective January 1, 2022. 

CHAPTER 366 
S.P. 544 - L.D. 1688 

An Act To Improve 
Consistency in Terminology 

and within the Maine Human 
Rights Act 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §4552, as amended by PL 
2005, c. 10, §1, is further amended to read: 
§4552.  Policy 

To protect the public health, safety and welfare, it 
is declared to be the policy of this State to keep contin-
ually in review all practices infringing on the basic  
human right to a life with dignity, and the causes of 
these practices, so that corrective measures may, where 
possible, be promptly recommended and implemented, 
and to prevent discrimination in employment, housing,  
education, extension of credit or access to public  
accommodations on account of an individual's actual or 
perceived race, color, sex, sexual orientation or gender 
identity, physical or mental disability, religion, ancestry 

or national origin and in employment, extension of 
credit and access to public accommodations on the basis 
of age; and in employment and housing on the basis of 
familial status; and in employment, discrimination on 
account of age or because of the previous assertion of a 
claim or right against a prior employer under former  
Title 39 or Title 39‑A and in housing because of familial 
status; and to prevent discrimination in the extension of 
credit on account of age, race, color, sex, sexual orien-
tation, marital status, religion, ancestry or national 
origin; and to prevent discrimination in education on  
account of sex, sexual orientation or physical or mental 
disability and because of protected activity under Title 
26, chapter 7, subchapter 5-B; and to prevent discrimi-
nation or retaliation on the basis of an assertion of rights 
under this Act or interference with an individual's right 
to be free from discrimination prohibited under this Act. 

Sec. 2.  5 MRSA §4553, sub-§5-A, as amended 
by PL 2019, c. 464, §1, is further amended to read: 

5-A.  Familial status.  "Familial status" means that 
a family unit may contain one or more individuals who 
have not attained 18 years of age and are living with that 
contains: 

A.  A One or more individuals who have not at-
tained 18 years of age and are living with a parent 
or another person having legal custody of the indi-
vidual or individuals or the designee of the parent 
or other person having custody with the written 
permission of the parent or other person; or 
B.  The designee of the parent or other person hav-
ing custody, with the written permission of the par-
ent or other person. 
B-1.  One or more individuals 18 years of age or 
older who lack the ability to meet essential require-
ments for physical health, safety or self-care  
because the individual or individuals are unable to 
receive and evaluate information or make or com-
municate decisions. 

The protections afforded against discrimination on the 
basis of familial status apply to any person who is preg-
nant or who is in the process of securing legal custody 
of any individual who has not attained 18 years of age. 

Sec. 3.  5 MRSA §4553, sub-§10, ¶G, as 
amended by PL 2019, c. 464, §1, is further amended by 
amending subparagraph (3) to read: 

(3)  Educational opportunity, as is more fully 
set forth in section 4602, subsection 4. 

Sec. 4.  5 MRSA §4571, as amended by PL 
2005, c. 10, §10, is further amended to read: 
§4571.  Right to freedom from discrimination in  

employment 
The opportunity for an individual to secure  

employment without discrimination because of race, 




