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Sec. 9.  21-A MRSA §1052, sub-§4-C is en-
acted to read: 

4-C.  Leadership political action committee.  
"Leadership political action committee" means a politi-
cal action committee, other than a caucus political ac-
tion committee under section 1053-C, that was directly 
or indirectly established by a current member of the 
Legislature or that is directly or indirectly maintained or 
controlled by a current member of the Legislature. 

Sec. 10.  21-A MRSA §1052, sub-§6 is enacted 
to read: 

6.  Separate segregated fund committee.  "Sepa-
rate segregated fund committee" means a political ac-
tion committee described in subsection 5, paragraph A, 
subparagraph (1). 

Sec. 11.  21-A MRSA §1056-C is enacted to 
read: 
§1056-C.  Limits on contributions to leadership po-

litical action committees 
1. Contributions by individuals. An individual 

may not make contributions to a leadership political ac-
tion committee aggregating more in a calendar year 
than the amount that the individual may contribute to a 
legislative candidate in any election under section 1015, 
subsection 1.  

2. Contributions by party committees and polit-
ical action committees.  Except as provided in para-
graph A, a party committee under section 1013-A, sub-
section 3, a political action committee and any other 
committee may not make contributions to a leadership 
political action committee. 

A.  A party committee under section 1013-A, sub-
section 3, a leadership political action committee, a 
separate segregated fund committee, a caucus po-
litical action committee and any other political ac-
tion committee may make contributions to a lead-
ership political action committee aggregating no 
more in a calendar year than the amount that the 
committee may contribute to a legislative candidate 
in any election under section 1015, subsection 2, 
paragraph A, except that the committee may not 
make any monetary contributions to a leadership 
political action committee using funds that derive, 
in whole or in part, from a business entity.  Nothing 
in this paragraph prohibits a separate segregated 
fund committee that receives nonmonetary contri-
butions from a business entity under section 
1056-D, subsection 2, paragraph A from making 
monetary contributions to a candidate within the 
limits described in this paragraph.  
3. Contributions by business entities prohibited.  

A business entity may not make contributions to a lead-
ership political action committee. 

4.  Business entity defined.  For purposes of this 
section, "business entity" includes a firm, partnership, 
corporation, incorporated association, labor organiza-
tion or other organization, whether organized as a for-
profit or a nonprofit entity. 

Sec. 12.  21-A MRSA §1056-D is enacted to 
read: 
§1056-D.  Limits on contributions to separate segre-

gated fund committees 
1.  Contributions by individuals.  An individual 

may not make contributions to a separate segregated 
fund committee aggregating more than $5,000 in a cal-
endar year. 

2.  Contributions by business entities.  Except as 
provided in paragraph A, a business entity may not 
make contributions to a separate segregated fund com-
mittee.  For purposes of this subsection, "business en-
tity" includes a firm, partnership, corporation, incorpo-
rated association, labor organization or other organiza-
tion, whether organized as a for-profit or a nonprofit en-
tity. 

A.  The corporation, membership organization, co-
operative or labor or other organization that estab-
lished the separate segregated fund committee, re-
ferred to in this paragraph as "the parent entity," 
may provide the separate segregated fund commit-
tee with the use of offices, telephones, computers 
and similar equipment when that use does not result 
in additional cost to the parent entity. 
Sec. 13.  Effective date. This Act takes effect 

January 1, 2023. 
Effective January 1, 2023. 

CHAPTER 275 
H.P. 1126 - L.D. 1522 

An Act To Update and 
Eliminate References in Statute 
to Selectmen and Overseers of 

the Poor 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  1 MRSA §72, sub-§12, as repealed and 
replaced by PL 1977, c. 479, §1, is amended to read: 

12.  Municipal officers.  "Municipal officers" 
means the mayor and aldermen or councillors of a city, 
the selectmen members of the select board or council-
lors of a town and the assessors of a plantation. 

Sec. 2.  5 MRSA §1742-B, first ¶, as amended 
by PL 2005, c. 489, §1, is further amended to read: 

The Department of Administrative and Financial 
Services, Bureau of General Services, referred to as "the 
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bureau" in this section, shall provide written notifica-
tion to the municipal manager or, in the absence of a 
manager, the first selectman chair of the municipal of-
ficers of a state construction project or public improve-
ment within the boundaries of that municipality as soon 
as practicable after beginning the schematic design pro-
cess.  If a municipality intends to review and issue 
building permits on state construction projects and pub-
lic improvements, the municipality must file a notice of 
intent with the bureau no later than 45 days following 
receipt of notification by the bureau of the state con-
struction project or public improvement.  Once the re-
quired notice is filed, the projects and improvements to 
state-owned or leased buildings must comply with mu-
nicipal ordinances governing the construction and alter-
ation of buildings, provided that as long as the munici-
pal building code standards are as stringent as, or more 
stringent than, the code for state buildings.  Prior to re-
questing bids, the bureau shall obtain or it shall require 
the project designer to obtain municipal approval of the 
project plans and specifications.  Contractors and sub-
contractors shall obtain all necessary municipal build-
ing permits and the project must be subject to municipal 
inspections. 

Sec. 3.  17 MRSA §2795, 2nd ¶ is amended to 
read: 

When application is made for such license, said of-
ficers shall assign a time and place for its consideration, 
and give at least 14 days' public notice thereof, in such 
manner as they think proper, at the expense of the ap-
plicant. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the se-
lectmen select boards of towns in granting or refusing 
such license may appeal therefrom within 30 days to the 
Superior Court held in said county, which court may ap-
point a committee of 3 disinterested persons, as is pro-
vided in relation to appeals from location of highways. 
Said committee shall must be sworn and shall give 14 
days' notice of the time and place of their hearing to the 
parties interested, view the premises, hear the parties, 
and affirm, reverse or annul the decision of said select-
men select board, and their decision shall be is final. 
Pending such appeal from granting such license, the Su-
perior Court may enjoin the erection of such building 
and engine. 

Sec. 4.  17 MRSA §3205, 5th ¶ is amended to 
read: 

The municipal officers of cities shall take action 
upon the acceptance hereof upon receipt of a petition 
therefor signed by at least 100 registered voters in said 
city and shall hold such public hearings thereon as they 
may deem consider necessary. The selectmen select 
board or other municipal officers of towns shall insert 
an article in the warrant for the next annual town meet-
ing for the acceptance of the provisions of this section 
after receipt of a petition therefor signed by at least 25 
registered voters of such town. 

Sec. 5.  18-C MRSA §5-704, as enacted by PL 
2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, 
Pt. B, §14, is amended to read: 
§5-704.  Nomination of public guardian or conserva-

tor 
1.  Nomination of public guardian.  Any person 

who is eligible to petition for appointment of a guardian 
under section 5‑302, subsection 1, including the com-
missioner of any state department, the head of any state 
institution, the overseers of the poor board of overseers 
and the welfare director or health officer of any munic-
ipality, may nominate the public guardian. 

2.  Nomination of public conservator.  Any per-
son who is eligible to petition for appointment of a con-
servator under section 5‑402, subsection 1, including 
the commissioner of any state department, the head of 
any state institution, the overseer of the poor board of 
overseers and the welfare director or health officer of 
any municipality, may nominate the public conservator. 

3.  Article applies to proceedings for determin-
ing appointment.  Except as supplemented by section 
5‑705, the proceedings for determining the appointment 
of a public guardian or conservator are governed by the 
provisions of this Article for the appointment of guard-
ians and conservators generally. 

Sec. 6.  21-A MRSA §1, sub-§26, as enacted 
by PL 1985, c. 161, §6, is amended to read: 

26.  Municipal officers.  "Municipal officers" 
means the mayor and aldermen or councillors of a city, 
the selectmen members of the select board or council-
lors of a town and the assessors of a plantation. 

Sec. 7.  23 MRSA §2103, first ¶, as amended 
by PL 2015, c. 494, Pt. A, §27, is further amended to 
read: 

When a highway survey has not been properly  
recorded or preserved or the termination and boundaries 
cannot be ascertained, the select board of selectmen or 
municipal officers of any municipality may use and 
control for highway purposes 1 1/2 rods on each side of 
the center of the traveled portion of such way. 

Sec. 8.  23 MRSA §2701, as amended by PL 
1985, c. 80, is further amended to read: 
§2701.  Powers and duties 

The road commissioner, under the direction of a 
majority of the selectmen members of the select board, 
shall have has charge of the repairs of all highways and 
bridges within the towns and shall have has authority to 
employ the necessary personnel and equipment and pur-
chase material for the repair of highways and bridges. 
The road commissioner shall give bond to the satisfac-
tion of the selectmen select board and be is responsible 
to them the select board for the expenditure of money 
and discharge of his the road commissioner's duties 
generally. In the absence of a statute, charter provision 
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or ordinance to the contrary, any decision involving the 
duties and responsibilities of the road commissioner 
shall must be made by a majority of the selectmen mem-
bers of the select board, whose decision shall be is final. 
The road commissioner's compensation shall must be 
such sum as the legislative body votes annually. The 
road commissioner shall render to the selectmen select 
board monthly statements of his the road commission-
er's expenditures and may not receive no any money 
from the treasury, except on the order of the selectmen 
select board. 

If a majority of the selectmen determine members 
of the select board determines that a condition exists in 
any town way which that creates a hazard and renders 
the way unsafe for travelers with motor vehicles, the se-
lectmen select board shall give written notice to the road 
commissioner of this condition and order him the road 
commissioner to eliminate it or take interim measures 
to protect the public within 24 hours. If the road com-
missioner fails to act as directed by the selectmen select 
board, a majority of the selectmen members of the se-
lect board may enter contracts or take any other steps 
necessary to eliminate the safety hazard. 

Sec. 9.  23 MRSA §2702 is amended to read: 
§2702.  Regular inspections 

Road commissioners shall go over the roads in their 
towns, or cause it to be done, in April, May, June, Au-
gust, September, October and November in each year, 
remove the loose obstructions to the public travel and, 
whenever so directed by the selectmen select board, re-
move all shrubbery and bushes growing within the lim-
its of highways, not planted or cultivated therein for the 
purpose of profit or ornamentation, having care for the 
proper preservation of shade trees, and repair such de-
fects as may occur from time to time, rendering travel 
dangerous, or they shall give notice of such defects to 
the municipal officers under a penalty of $5 for neglect 
of such duty. 

Sec. 10.  23 MRSA §2751 is amended to read: 
§2751.  Division by municipal officers 

When a way is established on a line between towns, 
their municipal officers shall divide it crosswise and as-
sign to each town its portion thereof by metes and 
bounds, which, within one year thereafter, being ac-
cepted by each town at a legal meeting, shall render ren-
ders each town liable in the same manner as if the way 
were wholly within the town. When a division of it is 
not so made, the selectmen select board of either town 
may petition the county commissioners, who shall give 
notice by causing a copy of such application with their 
order thereon appointing a time and place of hearing to 
be served upon the clerk of each town 30 days, or by 
causing it to be published in some newspaper printed in 
the county for 3 weeks, previous to the time appointed, 
and after hearing the parties, they may make such divi-
sion. 

Sec. 11.  26 MRSA §935, 3rd ¶, as enacted by 
PL 1985, c. 294, §§2 and 3, is amended to read: 

The board shall, upon the request of the Governor 
or the mayor of a city or the selectman select board of a 
town, investigate and report upon any labor controversy 
if, in its opinion, it threatens the public welfare. 

Sec. 12.  26 MRSA §1043, sub-§28, as 
amended by PL 2011, c. 678, Pt. C, §8, is further 
amended to read: 

28.  Governmental entity.  "Governmental entity" 
means the State of Maine, and its instrumentalities,  
political subdivisions and school administrative units as 
represented by their elected or appointed governing 
bodies and includes, without limitation, city and town 
councils, select boards of selectmen, boards of county 
commissioners, municipally owned and operated hospi-
tals and administrative entities formed under Title 
30‑A, chapter 115. In the case of school administrative 
units, governing bodies include, without limitation,  
municipal school committees, school administrative 
district directors and community school district school 
committees. In the case of special purpose districts, 
governing bodies include, without limitation, boards of 
directors or trustees. 

Sec. 13.  28-A MRSA §2, sub-§21, as enacted 
by PL 1987, c. 45, Pt. A, §4, is amended to read: 

21.  Municipal officers.  "Municipal officers" 
means the mayor and aldermen or councillors of a city, 
the selectmen members of the select board or council-
lors of a town and the assessors of plantations. 

Sec. 14.  30-A MRSA §52, sub-§1, as enacted 
by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

1.  Municipal offices.  No A person holding the 
office of county commissioner may not at the same time 
hold either the office of mayor or assessor of a city or 
the office of selectman be a member of a select board or 
hold the office of assessor of a town. 

Sec. 15.  30-A MRSA §722, sub-§2, as enacted 
by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

2.  Municipal officials.  "Municipal officials" 
means the mayor, aldermen, councillors or manager of 
a city and the selectmen members of the select board, 
councillors or manager of a town located in Androscog-
gin County. 

Sec. 16.  30-A MRSA §822, sub-§2, as enacted 
by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

2.  Municipal officials.  "Municipal officials" may 
include the mayor, aldermen, councillors or manager of 
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a city, the selectmen members of the select board, coun-
cillors or manager of a town and the assessors of a plan-
tation located in Piscataquis County. 

Sec. 17.  30-A MRSA §822, sub-§3, as enacted 
by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

3.  Municipal officers.  "Municipal officers" 
means the elected mayor, aldermen or councillors of a 
city, the selectmen members of the select board or coun-
cillors of a town and the assessors of a plantation  
located in Piscataquis County. 

Sec. 18.  30-A MRSA §852, sub-§2, as enacted 
by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

2.  Municipal officers.  "Municipal officers" 
means the mayor, councillors or selectmen members of 
the select board. 

Sec. 19.  30-A MRSA §892, sub-§4, as enacted 
by PL 1991, c. 204, §2, is amended to read: 

4.  Municipal officer; definition.  The term  
"municipal officer," as it refers to the Oxford County 
Budget Advisory Committee in this section, means a  
selectman member of the select board or council mem-
ber. 

Sec. 20.  30-A MRSA §1605, sub-§8, as en-
acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10 and PL 2003, c. 689, Pt. B, §6, is further 
amended to read: 

8.  Evaluation of need of dependents.  The wel-
fare director or the board of overseers of the poor of the 
municipality in which the prisoner's dependents reside, 
or the Department of Health and Human Services, shall 
at the request of the court investigate and report to the 
court the amount necessary for the support of the pris-
oner's dependents. 

Sec. 21.  30-A MRSA §2001, sub-§10, ¶A, as 
enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 
and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. 
C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

A.  The selectmen members of the select board or 
councillors of a town; or 
Sec. 22.  30-A MRSA §2521, as enacted by PL 

1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and amended by 
PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is 
further amended to read: 
§2521.  Call of town meeting 

Each town meeting shall must be called by a war-
rant.  The warrant must be signed by a majority of the 
selectmen members of the select board, except as fol-
lows. 

1.  First town meeting.  The first town meeting 
shall must be called in the manner provided in the act of 
incorporation. 

2.  Majority of selectmen members of select 
board.  If, for any reason, a majority of the selectmen 
members of the select board do not remain in office, a 
majority of those remaining may call a town meeting. 

3.  Petition of 3 voters, if no selectmen select 
board.  When a town, once organized, is without select-
men a select board, a notary public may call a meeting 
on the written petition of any 3 voters. 

4.  Petition by voters, if selectmen refuse select 
board refuses.  If the selectmen select board unreason-
ably refuse refuses to call a town meeting, a notary pub-
lic may call the meeting on the written petition of a 
number of voters equal to at least 10% of the number of 
votes cast in the town at the last gubernatorial election, 
but in no case less than 10. 

Sec. 23.  30-A MRSA §2524, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

2.  Moderator elected and sworn.  The clerk, or 
in the clerk's absence a selectman member of the select 
board or constable, shall open the meeting by: 

A.  Calling for the election of a moderator by writ-
ten ballot; 
B.  Receiving and counting the votes for modera-
tor; and 
C.  Swearing in the moderator. 
Sec. 24.  30-A MRSA §2524, sub-§3, as en-

acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

3.  Moderator presides.  As soon as the moderator 
has been elected and sworn, the moderator shall preside 
over and supervise the voting at the meeting and may 
appoint a deputy moderator to assist the moderator.  If 
the moderator is absent or is unable to carry out the  
duties, the clerk, or in the clerk's absence a selectman 
member of the select board or constable, may call for 
the election of a deputy moderator to act in the absence 
of the moderator. 

A.  All persons shall be silent at the moderator's 
command.  A person may not speak before that per-
son is recognized by the moderator.  A person who 
is not a voter in the town may speak at the meeting 
only with the consent of 2/3 of the voters present. 

(1)  If any person, after a command for order 
by the moderator, continues to act in a disor-
derly manner, the moderator may direct that 
person to leave the meeting.  If the person re-
fuses to leave, the moderator may have that 
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person removed by a constable and confined 
until the meeting is adjourned. 

B.  When a vote declared by the moderator is im-
mediately questioned by at least 7 voters, the mod-
erator shall make it certain by polling the voters or 
by a method directed by the municipal legislative 
body. 
C.  The moderator shall serve until the meeting is 
adjourned.  The moderator is subject to the same 
penalties for neglect of official duty as other town 
officials. 
Sec. 25.  30-A MRSA §2525, sub-§1, ¶B, as 

enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 
and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. 
C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

B.  Selectmen Select board; and 
Sec. 26.  30-A MRSA §2526, sub-§3, ¶A, as 

enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 
and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. 
C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

A.  In order to hold the office of selectman as a 
member of a select board, a person must be a voter 
in the town in which that person is elected. 
Sec. 27.  30-A MRSA §2526, sub-§4, as en-

acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

4.  Selectmen Select boards and overseers.  The 
following provisions apply to selectmen select boards 
and overseers. 

A.  A town may determine at a meeting held at least 
90 days before the annual meeting whether 3, 5 or 
7 will be elected to each board and their terms of 
office. 

(1)  Once the determination has been made, it 
stands until revoked at a meeting held at least 
90 days before the annual meeting. 
(2)  If a town fails to fix the number, 3 shall 
must be elected.  If a town fails to fix the term, 
it is for one year. 

B.  When others have not been elected, the select-
men select board shall serve as board of overseers 
of the poor. 
C.  A selectman member of the select board may 
also serve as a member of the board of assessors. 
D.  A town, in electing selectmen members of the 
select board and overseers, may designate one of 
them as chairman chair of the board. 

(1)  If no person is designated as chairman 
chair, the board shall elect by ballot a chairman 
chair from its own membership, before assum-
ing the duties of office.  When no member  

receives a majority vote, the clerk shall deter-
mine the chairman chair by lot. 

E.  If the town fails to fix the compensation of these 
officials at its annual meeting, they shall be paid are 
entitled to $10 each per day for every day actually 
and necessarily employed in the service of the 
town. 
Sec. 28.  30-A MRSA §2526, sub-§5, ¶A, as 

enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 
and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. 
C, §§8 and 10, is further amended by amending subpar-
agraph (3) to read: 

(3)  When a town has chosen a single assessor 
under this paragraph, the selectmen select 
board shall appoint the assessor for a term not 
exceeding 5 years. 

Sec. 29.  30-A MRSA §2526, sub-§5, ¶C, as 
amended by PL 2003, c. 234, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

C.  When a town has not elected a full board of  
assessors, the selectmen members of the select 
board shall serve as assessors as provided in Title 
36, section 703.  A selectman member of the select 
board who is an assessor pursuant to this paragraph 
and Title 36, section 703 or any person who serves 
as both a selectman member of the select board and 
a tax assessor may resign the position of assessor 
without resigning the office of selectman as a mem-
ber of the select board.  The position of assessor 
must then be filled by appointment pursuant to sec-
tion 2602, subsection 2.  A person elected to the 
State Legislature who resigns the position of as-
sessor pursuant to this paragraph may continue to 
serve concurrently as selectman a member of the 
select board and member of the State Legislature.  
If a person who is serving in the State Legislature 
or in another office incompatible with the position 
of assessor resigns the position of assessor pursuant 
to this paragraph before that person has performed 
any duties as tax assessor, that person may not be 
deemed to have vacated the previously held posi-
tion of State Legislator or other office that is in-
compatible with the office of assessor. 
Sec. 30.  30-A MRSA §2526, sub-§6, ¶B, as 

amended by PL 1991, c. 235, is further amended to 
read: 

B.  The board of assessment review consists of 3 
members and 2 alternates appointed by the select-
men select board.  The municipality, when adopt-
ing such a board, may fix the compensation of the 
members.  Initially, one member must be appointed 
for one year, one member for 2 years and one mem-
ber for 3 years, and one of the alternates must be 
appointed for one year and one alternate for 2 
years.  Thereafter, the term of each new member or 
alternate is 3 years. 
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Sec. 31.  30-A MRSA §2526, sub-§7, ¶B, as 
enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 
and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. 
C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

B.  A road commissioner appointed by the select-
men select board may be removed from office for 
cause by the selectmen select board. 
Sec. 32.  30-A MRSA §2526, sub-§7, ¶C, as 

enacted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 
and amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. 
C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

C.  The select board of selectmen may act as a 
board of road commissioners. 
Sec. 33.  30-A MRSA §2528, sub-§2, as en-

acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

2.  Designation, number and terms of officials.  
At the time of acceptance, the town shall determine, by 
a separate article in the warrant, which other officials 
are to be elected according to this section, and may  
determine the number and terms of selectmen members 
of the select board, assessors and overseers according to 
section 2526. 

A.  After the determination under this subsection, a 
town may not change the designation, number or 
terms of town officials, except at a meeting held at 
least 90 days before the annual meeting. 
Sec. 34.  30-A MRSA §2602, sub-§2, as 

amended by PL 1991, c. 270, §3, is further amended to 
read: 

2.  Vacancy in office other than selectman mem-
ber of select board or school committee.  When there 
is a vacancy in a town office other than that of select-
man a vacancy on the select board or school committee, 
the selectmen select board may appoint a qualified per-
son to fill the vacancy. 

Sec. 35.  30-A MRSA §2602, sub-§3, as 
amended by PL 1991, c. 270, §3, is further amended to 
read: 

3.  Vacancy in office of selectman member of se-
lect board.  When there is a vacancy in the office of 
selectman on the select board, the selectmen select 
board may call a town meeting to elect a qualified per-
son to fill the vacancy. 

Sec. 36.  30-A MRSA §2631, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

2.  Government.  The government of each town 
under this subchapter shall must consist of a town meet-
ing, an elected select board of selectmen, an elected 
school committee, an appointed town manager and any 

other officials and employees that may be appointed  
under this subchapter, general law or ordinance.  Other 
town officials may be elected by ballot, including, but 
not limited to, moderator, assessors, board of overseers 
of the poor, clerk and treasurer.  The election of officials 
at the last annual town meeting shall must require that 
those town offices continue to be filled by election until 
the town designates otherwise. 

Sec. 37.  30-A MRSA §2632, as enacted by PL 
1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and amended by 
PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is 
further amended to read: 
§2632.  Qualifications of town manager 

1.  Selection by board; professional qualifica-
tion.  The selectmen select board shall choose the town 
manager solely on the basis of executive and adminis-
trative qualifications with special reference to actual ex-
perience in, or knowledge of, the duties of office under 
this subchapter. 

2.  Residency.  The town manager need not be a 
resident of the town or State when appointed, but, while 
in office, may reside outside the town or State only with 
the approval of the select board of selectmen. 

3.  Prohibited offices.  A town manager may not 
serve as moderator, selectman or be a member of the 
select board, assessor or member of the school commit-
tee. 

Sec. 38.  30-A MRSA §2633, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

2.  Compensation.  The selectmen select board 
shall determine the compensation of the town manager. 

Sec. 39.  30-A MRSA §2633, sub-§3, as en-
acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

3.  Removal, suspension.  The selectmen select 
board may remove or suspend the town manager for 
cause in accordance with the following procedures. 

A.  The selectmen select board shall file a written 
preliminary resolution with the town clerk stating 
the specific reasons for the proposed removal.  A 
copy of that resolution shall must be delivered to 
the manager within 10 days of filing. 
B.  Within 20 days of receiving the resolution, the 
manager may reply in writing and request a public 
hearing. 
C.  Upon request for a public hearing, the selectmen 
select board shall hold one at least 10 days but not 
more than 30 days after the request is filed. 
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D.  After the public hearing or at the expiration of 
the time permitted the manager to request the pub-
lic hearing, if no such request is made, the select-
men select board may adopt or reject the resolution 
of removal. 
E.  The selectmen select board may suspend the 
manager from duty in the preliminary resolution, 
but the manager's salary may not be affected until 
the final resolution of removal has been adopted. 
Sec. 40.  30-A MRSA §2634, as enacted by PL 

1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and amended by 
PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is 
further amended to read: 
§2634.  Absence or disability of town manager 

The town manager may designate a qualified ad-
ministrative official of the town to perform the man-
ager's duties during a temporary absence or disability, 
subject to confirmation by the selectmen select board.  
If the town manager does not make this designation, the 
selectmen select board may appoint a town official to 
perform the manager's duties during the absence or dis-
ability and until the manager returns or the disability 
ceases. 

Sec. 41.  30-A MRSA §2635, as enacted by PL 
1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and amended by 
PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is 
further amended to read: 
§2635.  Board of selectmen Select board to act as a 

body; administrative service to be  
performed through town manager;  
committees 

It is the intention of this subchapter that the select 
board of selectmen as a body shall exercise all adminis-
trative and executive powers of the town except as pro-
vided in this subchapter.  The select board of selectmen 
shall deal with the administrative services solely 
through the town manager and shall may not give orders 
to any subordinates of the manager, either publicly or 
privately.  This section does not prevent the select board 
of selectmen from appointing committees or commis-
sions of its own members or of citizens to conduct  
investigations into the conduct of any official or depart-
ment, or any matter relating to the welfare of the town. 

Sec. 42.  30-A MRSA §2636, as enacted by PL 
1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and amended by 
PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is 
further amended to read: 
§2636.  Powers and duties of town manager 

The town manager: 
1.  Executive and administrative officer.  Is the 

chief executive and administrative official of the town; 

2.  Administer offices.  Is responsible to the select-
men select board for the administration of all depart-
ments and offices over which the selectmen have select 
board has control; 

3.  Execute laws and ordinances.  Shall execute 
all laws and ordinances of the town; 

4.  Department head.  Shall serve in any office as 
the head of any department under the control of the  
selectmen select board when directed by the selectmen 
select board; 

5.  Appoint department heads.  Shall appoint, 
subject to confirmation by the selectmen select board, 
supervise and control the heads of departments under 
the control of the selectmen select board when the  
department is not headed by the town manager under 
subsection 4; 

6.  Appoint town officials.  Unless otherwise pro-
vided by town ordinance, shall appoint, supervise and 
control all town officials whom the municipal officers 
are required by law to appoint, except members of 
boards, commissions, committees and single assessors; 
and appoint, supervise and control all other officials, 
subordinates and assistants, except that the town man-
ager may delegate this authority to a department head 
and report all appointments to the select board of select-
men; 

7.  Purchasing agent.  Shall act as purchasing 
agent for all departments, except the school department, 
provided except that the town or the selectmen select 
board may require that all purchases greater than a des-
ignated amount must be submitted to sealed bid; 

8.  Attend meetings of selectmen select board.  
Shall attend all meetings of the select board of select-
men, and the town manager may attend meetings when 
the manager's removal is being considered; 

9.  Make recommendations.  Shall make recom-
mendations to the select board of selectmen for the 
more efficient operation of the town; 

10.  Attend town meetings.  Shall attend all town 
meetings and hearings; 

11.  Inform of financial condition.  Shall keep the 
select board of selectmen and the residents of the town 
informed as to the town's financial condition; 

12.  Collect data.  Shall collect data necessary to 
prepare the budget; 

13.  Assist residents.  Shall assist, insofar as pos-
sible, residents and taxpayers in discovering their law-
ful remedies in cases involving complaints of unfair 
vendor, administrative and governmental practices; and 

14.  Remove appointments.  Has exclusive  
authority to remove for cause, after notice and hearing, 
all persons whom the manager is authorized to appoint 
and report all removals to the select board of selectmen. 
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Sec. 43.  30-A MRSA §2637, as enacted by PL 
1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and amended by 
PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is 
further amended to read: 
§2637.  Transitional provisions 

The selectmen select board, by resolve, may pro-
vide for the orderly transition of the town government.  
These resolves may not infringe upon the rights of any 
official or employee of the town and may not be incon-
sistent with this subchapter. 

Sec. 44.  30-A MRSA §2638, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

2.  Selection of manager.  The selectmen select 
boards of the contracting towns shall act as a joint board 
for the purposes of selecting and removing for cause the 
manager, provided except that each town has a single 
vote. 

Sec. 45.  30-A MRSA §2638, sub-§3, as en-
acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

3.  Compensation.  The agreement must contain a 
formula establishing the percentage of the manager's 
compensation to be contributed by each town.  The  
selectmen select boards shall determine the manager's 
total compensation acting as a joint board, each town 
having a single vote. 

Sec. 46.  30-A MRSA §4356, sub-§3, as en-
acted by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. A, §45 and Pt. C, §10, is 
amended to read: 

3.  Extension by selectmen select board.  In  
municipalities where the municipal legislative body is 
the town meeting, the selectmen select board may  
extend the moratorium in compliance with subsection 2 
after notice and hearing. 

Sec. 47.  30-A MRSA §4702, sub-§1, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 2017, c. 234, §3 and affected by §42, is 
further amended to read: 

B.  The area of operation of the housing authority 
of a municipality does not include any area that lies 
within the municipal boundaries of any municipal-
ity for which a municipal housing authority has 
been organized, without the consent by resolution 
of the legislative body or the selectmen select board 
of the other municipality. 
Sec. 48.  30-A MRSA §4702, sub-§15, as en-

acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

15.  Selectmen Select board.  "Selectmen Select 
board" means the members of the select board of select-
men of the town or, if the town has no selectmen select 
board, the officers charged with the duties customarily 
imposed on the select board of selectmen of a town. 

Sec. 49.  30-A MRSA §4721, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

2.  Procedure.  The municipal legislative body 
shall consider the need for an authority on its own mo-
tion or upon the filing of a petition with the mayor of 
the city or the selectmen select board of the town.  This 
petition must be signed by 25 voters of the city or town 
and assert that there is a need for an authority to func-
tion in the municipality and request that the municipal 
legislative body declare that need. 

Sec. 50.  30-A MRSA §4721, sub-§4, as en-
acted by PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and 
amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, 
§§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

4.  Appointment of commissioners.  Upon the 
adoption of a resolution by the municipal legislative 
body, the mayor of the city or the selectmen select board 
of the town shall appoint the commissioners of the  
authority under section 4723, subsection 1. 

Sec. 51.  30-A MRSA §4725, as amended by PL 
2011, c. 560, §2, is further amended to read: 
§4725.  Removal of commissioners 

A commissioner may be removed from office for 
inefficiency, neglect of duty or misconduct in office  
after hearing by the legislative body of a city, the select-
men select board of a town, or, in the case of the Maine 
State Housing Authority, the Governor.  The commis-
sioner must be given a copy of the charges at least 10 
days before the hearing and must be given an oppor-
tunity to be heard in person or to be represented by 
counsel.  If a commissioner is removed, a record of the 
proceedings, together with the charges and the findings 
on the charges, must be filed in the office of the clerk 
or, in the case of the Maine State Housing Authority, in 
the office of the Secretary of State.  This section does 
not apply to the director of the Maine State Housing  
Authority, who may be removed by the commissioners 
pursuant to section 4723, subsection 2, paragraph C. 

Sec. 52.  30-A MRSA §7007, as enacted by PL 
1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and amended by 
PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is 
further amended to read: 
§7007.  Duties of officials 

Assessors of plantations shall be are considered the 
selectmen members of the select board of the plantation 
for the purpose of performing the duties performed by 
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the selectmen select boards of towns.  Treasurers, col-
lectors and constables of plantations must give the same 
bond as similar officials of towns are required to give, 
to be approved in the same manner.  The valuation of 
property for the assessment of taxes in plantations, as 
well as the assessment, collection and disposal of taxes, 
shall must be the same as in towns. 

Sec. 53.  32 MRSA §83, sub-§17-B, ¶A, as 
enacted by PL 2015, c. 6, §1, is amended to read: 

A.  The selectmen members of the select board or 
councillors of a town; or 
Sec. 54.  36 MRSA §501, sub-§4 is amended to 

read: 
4.  Municipal officers.  "Municipal officers" shall 

mean means the mayor, councillors and aldermen of cit-
ies, the selectmen members of the select board of towns 
and the assessors of plantations. 

Sec. 55.  36 MRSA §703, as amended by PL 
1991, c. 270, §4, is further amended to read: 
§703.  Selectmen Select board to act as assessors 

If any municipality does not choose assessors and 
is not a part of a primary assessing area, the selectmen 
members of the select board are the assessors, and each 
of them must be sworn as an assessor.  A selectman 
member of the select board who is an assessor pursuant 
to this paragraph may resign the position of assessor 
without resigning the office of selectman as a member 
of the select board.  The position of assessor must then 
be filled by appointment pursuant to Title 30‑A, section 
2602, subsection 2. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 276 
S.P. 514 - L.D. 1621 

An Act To Reform Payments to 
Legislators by Political Action 

Committees and Ballot 
Question Committees 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §1054-B, as amended by 
PL 2019, c. 21, §1 and c. 563, §9, is repealed and the 
following enacted in its place: 
§1054-B.  Payments to Legislators by political action 

committees and ballot question committees 
1.  Payments to Legislators.  If a Legislator is a 

principal officer or treasurer of a political action com-
mittee or a ballot question committee or is one of the 
individuals primarily responsible for raising contribu-
tions or making decisions for a political action commit-

tee or a ballot question committee, the committee is sub-
ject to the following restrictions regarding payments to 
that Legislator. 

A.  Except as provided in paragraphs B and C, the 
committee may not compensate the Legislator for 
services provided to the committee. 
B.  The committee may pay for or reimburse the 
Legislator for travel expenses incurred in the 
proper performance of the Legislator's legislative 
duties and in volunteering for the committee.  If the 
Legislator uses the Legislator's vehicle when con-
ducting the activities described in this paragraph, 
the committee may pay the Legislator mileage  
reimbursement at a rate established by the commis-
sion by rule but may not pay for or reimburse the 
Legislator for the direct costs of repairing or main-
taining the Legislator's vehicle. 
C.  The committee may pay for or reimburse the 
Legislator for other expenses incurred in the proper 
performance of the Legislator's legislative duties 
and for purchases made by the Legislator on behalf 
of the committee. 
D.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
section, the committee may not pay for or reim-
burse the Legislator for any expenses that have 
been or will be paid for or reimbursed by the Leg-
islature or any other source of payment or reim-
bursement. 
E.  The committee may not make any payments for 
or reimburse the Legislator for any expenses that 
are determined by the commission to be for the pur-
pose of personal financial enrichment of the Legis-
lator. 
2.  Payments to immediate family members and 

businesses.  If a Legislator is a principal officer or treas-
urer of a political action committee or a ballot question 
committee or is one of the individuals primarily respon-
sible for raising contributions or making decisions for a 
political action committee or a ballot question commit-
tee, the committee is subject to the following  
restrictions regarding payments to an immediate family 
member of the Legislator or a business owned or oper-
ated by the Legislator or an immediate family member 
of the Legislator. 

A.  The committee may not compensate an imme-
diate family member of the Legislator for services 
provided to the committee. 
B.  The committee may not make payments to or 
distribute, loan, advance, deposit or give money or 
anything of value to or compensate a business 
owned or operated by the Legislator or an immedi-
ate family member of the Legislator. 
C.  The committee may not make any payments for 
or reimburse the immediate family member of a 
Legislator for any expenses that are determined by 




