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D.  A registrant may withdraw from the adoption 
registry at any time by submitting a written request 
to the state registrar. 
E.  When an adopted person reaches 18 years of age 
and has not been determined by a court to be inca-
pacitated, the state registrar, after mailing notice to 
the registrant, shall delete from the adoption regis-
try any prior registration under paragraph A, sub-
paragraph (2), division (a), or subparagraph (3), di-
vision (b). 
3.  Certification of identity and relationship.  

The state registrar shall require each person registering 
or requesting contact to provide certification of the reg-
istrant's identity and relationship to the person with 
whom contact is desired and any additional information 
that is necessary to ensure accurate identification of the 
registrant and assist in identifying the other party. 

3-A.  Providing information about available 
counseling.  The state registrar shall provide infor-
mation about sources of counseling to any person reg-
istering or requesting contact. 

4.  Reviewing departmental files.  The state reg-
istrar may review both public and confidential depart-
mental files to assist in identifying or verifying the iden-
tification of the other party. If both parties have regis-
tered, he the state registrar may release those names and 
addresses even if the relationship was identified or ver-
ified by the use of confidential departmental files.  He 
The state registrar may charge a fee for the assistance, 
which shall must reasonably reflect the cost of provid-
ing it. 

5.  Request for contact.  When the state registrar 
has requests for contact from a person specified in sub-
section 2, paragraph A, and a person specified in sub-
section 2, paragraph B, that are related to the same 
adoption and both persons indicated at the time of reg-
istration that contact with the other person was desired, 
the state registrar shall notify each party of the name 
and address of the other party and of sources of coun-
seling. If a biological genetic parent, an adoptive parent 
or an adopted person registered under this section has 
made a request for contact and the party being sought 
died in the State, the state registrar shall disclose to the 
requesting party the fact that the biological genetic par-
ent, adoptive parent or the adopted person has died. 

6.  Confidentiality.  Except as provided in subsec-
tion 5, the files established under this section shall be 
are confidential and not open to public inspection. 

7.  Public information.  The state registrar shall, 
by appropriate means, make known to the public the ex-
istence of the adoption contact files, the assistance the 
department may offer and the purposes of those files. 

Sec. 6.  22 MRSA §2767-A, as enacted by PL 
2017, c. 5, §3, is amended to read: 
§2767-A.  Amendment of birth certificate of adult 

1.  Amendment of birth certificate.  The State 
Registrar of Vital Statistics shall amend the birth certif-
icate of a person 18 years of age or older born in this 
State for the purpose of identifying or replacing a ge-
netic parent who was not known or listed at the time of 
birth when the state registrar has received the following: 

A.  A signed, notarized request from the subject of 
the birth certificate that the birth certificate be 
amended; 
B.  Either the written, notarized consent of the ge-
netic parent to be named on the amended birth cer-
tificate or a certified copy of the death certificate of 
the genetic parent to be named on the amended 
birth certificate; and 
C.  Evidence of genetic parentage based on testing 
of deoxyribonucleic acid, DNA, that includes: 

(1)  A notarized report of the results of the 
DNA testing; and 
(2)  Notarized documentation of the chain of 
custody of the blood and tissue samples exam-
ined in the testing. 

The testing must be of a type generally acknowl-
edged as reliable by accreditation bodies desig-
nated by the federal Secretary of Health and Hu-
man Services, and it must be performed by a labor-
atory approved by an accreditation body designated 
by the federal Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices. 
2.  Effect.  If the request submitted pursuant to sub-

section 1 does not contain the written, notarized consent 
of the genetic parent to be named on the amended birth 
certificate, amendment of the birth certificate pursuant 
to this section does not affect the rights of inheritance 
and descent.  A birth certificate amended without the 
written, notarized consent of the genetic parent to be 
named on the amended birth certificate must contain the 
following words in a conspicuous place: "This birth cer-
tificate has been amended to identify or replace a ge-
netic parent not known or listed at the time of birth.  
This amendment does not affect the rights of inher-
itance or descent of the subject of the birth certificate." 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 50 
H.P. 33 - L.D. 67 

An Act To Assist in the 
Restoration of Atlantic Salmon 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §465, sub-§1, ¶C, as 
amended by PL 2013, c. 193, §2, is further amended by 
repealing subparagraph (2), division (a). 
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Sec. 2.  38 MRSA §465, sub-§1, ¶C, as 
amended by PL 2013, c. 193, §2, is further amended by 
repealing subparagraph (2), division (b). 

Sec. 3.  38 MRSA §465, sub-§2, ¶C, as 
amended by PL 2013, c. 193, §3, is further amended by 
repealing subparagraph (2), division (a). 

Sec. 4.  38 MRSA §465, sub-§2, ¶C, as 
amended by PL 2013, c. 193, §3, is further amended by 
repealing subparagraph (2), division (b). 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 51 
H.P. 35 - L.D. 69 

An Act To Reduce Duplicative 
Permitting Review for Projects 

under the Site Location of 
Development Laws 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §488, sub-§19, as amended 
by PL 2015, c. 28, §1, is further amended to read: 

19.  Municipal capacity.  A structure, as defined 
in section 482, subsection 6, that is from 3 acres up to 
and including 7 10 acres or a subdivision, as defined in 
section 482, subsection 5, that is made up of 15 or more 
lots for single-family, detached, residential housing, 
common areas or open space with an aggregate area of 
from 30 acres up to and including 100 acres is exempt 
from review under this article if it is located wholly 
within a municipality or municipalities meeting the cri-
teria in paragraphs A to D as determined by the depart-
ment and it is located wholly within a designated 
growth area as identified in a comprehensive plan 
adopted pursuant to Title 30‑A, chapter 187, subchapter 
2.  The planning board of the municipality in which the 
development is located or an adjacent municipality may 
petition the commissioner to review such a structure or 
subdivision if it has regional environmental impacts.  
This petition must be filed within 20 days of the receipt 
of the application by the municipality.  State jurisdiction 
must be exerted, if at all, within 30 days of receipt of 
the completed project application by the commissioner 
from the municipality or within 30 days of receipt of 
any modification to that application from the munici-
pality.  Review by the department is limited to the iden-
tified regional environmental impacts.  The criteria are 
as follows: 

A.  A municipal planning board or reviewing au-
thority is established and the municipality has ade-
quate resources to administer and enforce the pro-
visions of its ordinances.  In determining whether 

this criterion is met, the commissioner may con-
sider any specific and adequate technical assistance 
that is provided by a regional council; 
B.  The municipality has adopted a site plan review 
ordinance.  In determining the adequacy of the or-
dinance, the commissioner may consider model 
site plan review ordinances commonly used by mu-
nicipalities in this State that address the issues re-
viewed under applicable provisions of this article 
prior to July 1, 1997; 
C.  The municipality has adopted subdivision reg-
ulations.  In determining the adequacy of these reg-
ulations, the commissioner may consider model 
subdivision regulations commonly used by munic-
ipalities in this State; and 
D.  The former State Planning Office or the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry has 
determined that the municipality has a comprehen-
sive land use plan and land use ordinances or zon-
ing ordinances that are consistent with Title 30‑A, 
chapter 187 in providing for the protection of wild-
life habitat, fisheries, unusual natural areas and ar-
chaeological and historic sites. 

The department, in consultation with the Department of 
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, shall publish a 
list of those municipalities determined to have capacity 
pursuant to this subsection.  This list need not be estab-
lished by rule and must be published by January 1st of 
each year.  The list must specify whether a municipality 
has capacity to review structures or subdivisions of lots 
for single-family, detached, residential housing, com-
mon areas or open space or both types of development.  
The department may recognize joint arrangements 
among municipalities and regional organizations in de-
termining whether the requirements of this subsection 
are met.   The department may review municipalities 
that are determined to have capacity pursuant to this 
subsection for compliance with the criteria in para-
graphs A to D, and if the department determines that a 
municipality does not meet the criteria, the department 
may modify or remove the determination of capacity. 
A modification to a development that was reviewed by 
a municipality and exempted pursuant to this subsection 
or was reviewed by the department prior to a determi-
nation that a municipality has capacity pursuant to this 
subsection is exempt as long as the modification will 
not cause the total area of the development to exceed 
the maximum acreage specified in this subsection for 
that type of development or, based upon information 
submitted by the municipality concerning the develop-
ment and modification, the department determines that 
the modification may be adequately reviewed by the 
municipality. 

Sec. 2.  38 MRSA §489-A, sub-§1, ¶H, as en-
acted by PL 1999, c. 243, §17, is amended to read: 




