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authorize the issuance of retail liquor licenses in an 
unincorporated place pursuant to Title 28-A, sec-
tion 122 or former Title 28, section 103. 

G. "Unincorporated place" has the same meaning 
as in Title 28-A, section 2, subsection 33. 

2. Temporary waiver of local option election or 
county commissioner authorization requirement.  
Until July 1, 2022, an authorized municipality is 
deemed to have complied with the procedures estab-
lished in Title 28-A, chapter 5 to authorize the bureau, 
in that municipality, to issue an initial license, renew a 
license or transfer a license for any type of licensed es-
tablishment or agency liquor store that was operating in 
that municipality between March 1, 2017 and March 1, 
2020.  Until July 1, 2022, the county commissioners of 
an authorized unincorporated place are deemed to have 
complied with the procedures established in Title 28-A, 
chapter 5 to authorize the bureau, in that unincorporated 
place, to issue an initial license, renew a license or 
transfer a license for the sale of liquor to an establish-
ment for on-premises consumption, if an establishment 
for on-premises consumption was operating in that un-
incorporated place between March 1, 2017 and March 
1, 2020, or to an establishment for off-premises con-
sumption, if an establishment for off-premises con-
sumption was operating in that unincorporated place 
between March 1, 2017 and March 1, 2020. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective March 18, 2020. 

CHAPTER 673 

H.P. 1524 - L.D. 2134 

An Act To Authorize a General 
Fund Bond Issue for 

Infrastructure To Improve 
Transportation and Internet 

Connections 

Preamble.  Two thirds of both Houses of the Leg-
islature deeming it necessary in accordance with the 
Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 14 to author-
ize the issuance of bonds on behalf of the State of Maine 
to provide funds as described in this Act, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

PART A 

Sec. A-1.  Authorization of bonds.  The Treas-
urer of State is authorized, under the direction of the 
Governor, to issue bonds in the name and on behalf of 
the State in an amount not exceeding $105,000,000 for 
the purposes described in section 5 of this Part.  The 
bonds are a pledge of the full faith and credit of the 

State.  The bonds may not run for a period longer than 
10 years from the date of the original issue of the bonds. 

Sec. A-2.  Records of bonds issued; Treas-
urer of State. The Treasurer of State shall ensure that 
an account of each bond is kept showing the number of 
the bond, the name of the successful bidder to whom 
sold, the amount received for the bond, the date of sale 
and the date when payable. 

Sec. A-3.  Sale; how negotiated; proceeds 
appropriated.  The Treasurer of State may negotiate 
the sale of the bonds by direction of the Governor, but 
no bond may be loaned, pledged or hypothecated on be-
half of the State.  The proceeds of the sale of the bonds, 
which must be held by the Treasurer of State and paid 
by the Treasurer of State upon warrants drawn by the 
State Controller, are appropriated solely for the pur-
poses set forth in this Part.  Any unencumbered bal-
ances remaining at the completion of the project in this 
Part lapse to the Office of the Treasurer of State to be 
used for the retirement of general obligation bonds. 

Sec. A-4.  Interest and debt retirement.  The 
Treasurer of State shall pay interest due or accruing on 
any bonds issued under this Part and all sums coming 
due for payment of bonds at maturity. 

Sec. A-5.  Disbursement of bond proceeds 
from General Fund bond issue.  The proceeds of 
the sale of the bonds authorized under this Part must be 
expended as designated in the following schedule under 
the direction and supervision of the agencies and enti-
ties set forth in this section. 

TRANSPORTATION,  
DEPARTMENT OF 

  

Provides funds to improve highways and bridges 
statewide, including the Madawaska International 
Bridge replacement project and associated utility 
relocation costs, and for the department's munici-
pal partnership initiative and associated activities. 

Total $90,000,000 

Provides funds for multimodal facilities or equip-
ment related to transit, freight and passenger rail-
roads, aviation, ports, harbors, marine transporta-
tion and active transportation projects and associ-
ated activities. 

Total $15,000,000 

Sec. A-6.  Contingent upon ratification of 
bond issue.  Sections 1 to 5 do not become effective 
unless the people of the State ratify the issuance of the 
bonds as set forth in this Part. 

Sec. A-7.  Appropriation balances at year-
end.  At the end of each fiscal year, all unencumbered 
appropriation balances representing state money carry 
forward.  Bond proceeds that have not been expended 
within 10 years after the date of the sale of the bonds 
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lapse to the Office of the Treasurer of State to be used 
for the retirement of general obligation bonds. 

Sec. A-8.  Bonds authorized but not issued.  
Any bonds authorized but not issued within 5 years of 
ratification of this Part are deauthorized and may not be 
issued, except that the Legislature may, within 2 years 
after the expiration of that 5-year period, extend the pe-
riod for issuing any remaining unissued bonds for an 
additional amount of time not to exceed 5 years. 

Sec. A-9.  Referendum for ratification; sub-
mission at election; form of question; effective 
date.  This Part must be submitted to the legal voters 
of the State at a statewide election held in June 2020.  
The municipal officers of this State shall notify the in-
habitants of their respective cities, towns and planta-
tions to meet, in the manner prescribed by law for hold-
ing a statewide election, to vote on the acceptance or 
rejection of this Part by voting on the following ques-
tion: 

"Do you favor a $105,000,000 bond 
issue for improvement of highways 
and bridges statewide and for multi-
modal facilities or equipment related 
to transit, freight and passenger rail-
roads, aviation, ports, harbors, ma-
rine transportation and active trans-
portation projects, to be used to 
match an estimated $275,000,000 in 
federal and other funds?" 

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation 
shall vote by ballot on this question and designate their 
choice by a cross or check mark placed within a corre-
sponding square below the word "Yes" or "No."  The 
ballots must be received, sorted, counted and declared 
in open ward, town and plantation meetings and returns 
made to the Secretary of State in the same manner as 
votes for members of the Legislature.  The Governor 
shall review the returns.  If a majority of the legal votes 
are cast in favor of this Part, the Governor shall pro-
claim the result without delay and this Part becomes ef-
fective 30 days after the date of the proclamation. 

The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to 
each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and 
copies of this Part necessary to carry out the purposes 
of this referendum. 

PART B 

Sec. B-1.  Authorization of bonds.  The Treas-
urer of State is authorized, under the direction of the 
Governor, to issue bonds in the name and on behalf of 
the State in an amount not exceeding $15,000,000 for 
the purposes described in section 6 of this Part.  The 
bonds are a pledge of the full faith and credit of the 
State.  The bonds may not run for a period longer than 
10 years from the date of the original issue of the bonds. 

Sec. B-2.  Records of bonds issued; Treas-
urer of State. The Treasurer of State shall ensure that 
an account of each bond is kept showing the number of 
the bond, the name of the successful bidder to whom 
sold, the amount received for the bond, the date of sale 
and the date when payable. 

Sec. B-3.  Sale; how negotiated; proceeds 
appropriated.  The Treasurer of State may negotiate 
the sale of the bonds by direction of the Governor, but 
no bond may be loaned, pledged or hypothecated on be-
half of the State.  The proceeds of the sale of the bonds, 
which must be held by the Treasurer of State and paid 
by the Treasurer of State upon warrants drawn by the 
State Controller, are appropriated solely for the pur-
poses set forth in this Part.  Any unencumbered bal-
ances remaining at the completion of the project in this 
Part lapse to the Office of the Treasurer of State to be 
used for the retirement of general obligation bonds. 

Sec. B-4.  Interest and debt retirement.  The 
Treasurer of State shall pay interest due or accruing on 
any bonds issued under this Part and all sums coming 
due for payment of bonds at maturity. 

Sec. B-5.  Disbursement of bond proceeds.  
The ConnectME Authority, in consultation with the De-
partment of Economic and Community Development, 
shall oversee the disbursement of bond proceeds and 
matching funds authorized pursuant to this Part. 

Sec. B-6.  Allocations from General Fund 
bond issue.  The proceeds of the sale of the bonds au-
thorized under this Part must be expended as designated 
in the following schedule. 

CONNECTME AUTHORITY   

Provides funds to the ConnectME Authority, as es-
tablished in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, 
section 12004-G, subsection 33-F, for investments 
in high-speed internet infrastructure in unserved 
and underserved areas. 

Total $15,000,000 

Sec. B-7.  Contingent upon ratification of 
bond issue.  Sections 1 to 6 do not become effective 
unless the people of the State ratify the issuance of the 
bonds as set forth in this Part. 

Sec. B-8.  Appropriation balances at year-
end.  At the end of each fiscal year, all unencumbered 
appropriation balances representing state money carry 
forward.  Bond proceeds that have not been expended 
within 10 years after the date of the sale of the bonds 
lapse to the Office of the Treasurer of State to be used 
for the retirement of general obligation bonds. 

Sec. B-9.  Bonds authorized but not issued.  
Any bonds authorized but not issued within 5 years of 
ratification of this Part are deauthorized and may not be 
issued, except that the Legislature may, within 2 years 
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after the expiration of that 5-year period, extend the pe-
riod for issuing any remaining unissued bonds for an 
additional amount of time not to exceed 5 years. 

Sec. B-10.  Referendum for ratification; 
submission at election; form of question; effec-
tive date.  This Part must be submitted to the legal vot-
ers of the State at a statewide election held in June 2020.  
The municipal officers of this State shall notify the in-
habitants of their respective cities, towns and planta-
tions to meet, in the manner prescribed by law for hold-
ing a statewide election, to vote on the acceptance or 
rejection of this Part by voting on the following ques-
tion: 

"Do you favor a $15,000,000 bond 
issue to invest in high-speed internet 
infrastructure for unserved and un-
derserved areas, to be used to match 
up to $30,000,000 in federal, pri-
vate, local or other funds?" 

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation 
shall vote by ballot on this question and designate their 
choice by a cross or check mark placed within a corre-
sponding square below the word "Yes" or "No."  The 
ballots must be received, sorted, counted and declared 
in open ward, town and plantation meetings and returns 
made to the Secretary of State in the same manner as 
votes for members of the Legislature.  The Governor 
shall review the returns.  If a majority of the legal votes 
are cast in favor of this Part, the Governor shall pro-
claim the result without delay and this Part becomes ef-
fective 30 days after the date of the proclamation. 

The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to 
each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and 
copies of this Part necessary to carry out the purposes 
of this referendum. 

Effective pending referendum. 

CHAPTER 674 

H.P. 1538 - L.D. 2148 

An Act To Implement the 
Recommendations of the 

Department of Environmental 
Protection Regarding the 

State's Plastic Bag Reduction 
Law 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §1611, sub-§1, ¶H, as en-
acted by PL 2019, c. 346, §2, is amended to read: 

H.  "Single-use carry-out bag" means a bag that is 
made of plastic, paper or other material provided 
by a retail establishment at the point of sale within 

the retail establishment for the purpose of trans-
porting merchandise away from the retail establish-
ment or for packaging, protecting or otherwise con-
taining merchandise within the retail establishment 
and that is not a recycled paper bag or a reusable 
bag. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 675 

H.P. 1545 - L.D. 2161 

An Act To Establish Municipal 
Cost Components for 

Unorganized Territory 
Services To Be Rendered in 

Fiscal Year 2020-21 

Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, prompt determination and certification 
of the municipal cost components in the Unorganized 
Territory Tax District are necessary to the establish-
ment of a mill rate and the levy of the Unorganized Ter-
ritory Educational and Services Tax; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation 
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1.  Municipal cost components for ser-
vices rendered.  In accordance with the Maine Re-
vised Statutes, Title 36, chapter 115, the Legislature de-
termines that the net municipal cost component for ser-
vices and reimbursements to be rendered in fiscal year 
2020-21 is as follows: 

Fiscal Administration -  
Office of the State Auditor 

    $245,718 

          
Education     12,923,626 
          
Forest Fire Protection     150,000 
          
Human Services - General 
Assistance 

    65,000 

          
Property Tax Assessment - 
Operations 

    1,175,334 

          
Maine Land Use Planning 
Commission - Operations 

    599,144 

        ___________ 




