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PUBLIC LAW, C. 558

with subsection 2-A, and may make and record an or-
der, in accordance with subsection 3, prescribing what
disposal must be made of that building. The order may
allow for delay of disposal if the owner or party in in-
terest has demonstrated the ability and willingness to
satisfactorily rehabilitate the building. If an appeal pur-
suant to section 2852 is not filed or, if an appeal pursu-
ant to section 2852 is filed and the Superior Court does
not order, stay or overturn the order to dispose of the
building, the municipal officers or the county commis-
sioners shall cause the nuisance to be abated or removed
in compliance with the order. After recording an at-
tested copy of the notice required by section 2857 in the
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shall state in the complaint that the public health, safety
or welfare requires the immediate removal of that build-
ing. The municipality or the county may seek a writ of
attachment of the property on which the building is lo-
cated in accordance with Title 14, chapter 507 and the
Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.

Sec. 5. 17 MRSA §2859, sub-§4, as amended
by PL 2017, c. 136, §9, is further amended to read:

4. Hearing. After hearing, the court shall enter
judgment. If the judgment requires removal of the
building, the court shall award costs to the municipality
or the county as authorized by this subchapter. The

registry of deeds located within the county where the
building is situated, the municipality or the county may
seek a writ of attachment of the property on which the
building is located in accordance with Title 14, chapter
507 and the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.

Sec. 2. 17 MRSA §2851, sub-§4, as amended
by PL 2017, c. 136, §1, is further amended to read:

4. Proceedings in Superior Court. In addition to
proceedings before the municipal officers or the county
commissioners, the municipality or the county may
seek an order of demolition by filing a complaint in the
Superior Court situated in the county where the building
is located. The complaint must identify the location of
the property and set forth the reasons why the munici-
pality or the county seeks its removal. Service of the
complaint must be made upon the owner and parties in
interest in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil
Procedure. After hearing before the court sitting with-
out a jury, the court shall issue an appropriate order and,
if it requires removal of the building, it shall award costs
as authorized by this subchapter to the municipality or
the county. The municipality or the county may petition
the court for a writ of attachment of the property on
which the building is located in accordance with Title
14, chapter 507 and the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
Appeal from a decision of the Superior Court is to the
law court in accordance with the Maine Rules of Civil
Procedure.

Sec. 3. 17 MRSA §2859, first g, as enacted by
PL 1981, c. 43, is amended to read:

In cases involving an immediate and serious threat
to the public health, safety or welfare, in addition to any
other remedies, a municipality or a county may obtain
an order of demolition by summary process in Superior
Court, in accordance with this section.

Sec. 4. 17 MRSA §2859, sub-§1, as amended
by PL 2017, c. 136, §7, is further amended to read:

1. Commencement of action. A municipality,
acting through its building official, code enforcement
officer, fire chief or municipal officers, or the county
commissioners shall file a verified complaint setting
forth such facts as would justify a conclusion that a
building is dangerous, as described in section 2851, and

award of costs may be contested and damages sought in
a separate action to the extent permitted by subsection
7.

Sec. 6. 17 MRSA §2859, sub-§7, as amended
by PL 2017, c. 136, §10, is further amended to read:

7. Damages. Any complaint that either seeks
damages for the wrongful removal of a building or chal-
lenges the award of costs must be filed no later than 30
days from the date of the judgment or order that is the
subject of the appeal. The damages that may be
awarded for wrongful demolition are limited to the ac-
tual value of the building at the time of its removal. The
provisions of Title 14, section 7552 do not apply. Ifthe
municipality or the county prevails, the court may
award it its costs in defending any appeal, which may
include, but are not limited to, reasonable attorney's
fees.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective February 14, 2020.

CHAPTER 558
S.P. 691 - L.D. 1989

An Act To Amend the Laws
Governing Recounts in
Municipal Elections

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation corrects an error in Pub-
lic Law 2019, chapter 288, An Act To Clarify Recounts
in Municipal Elections, by expanding the recount pro-
cess created in that law to all elections for municipal
office, not just to the election of a municipal officer; and

Whereas, delay in the effective date of this legis-
lation will mean that the municipal recount process for
upcoming municipal elections will apply to some but
not all of the elected persons; and
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Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA §2531-B, sub-§11, as en-
acted by PL 2019, c. 288, §1, is amended to read:

11. Procedure at recount. A recount in an elec-
tion efa for municipal effieer office must be conducted
according to the procedures in this subsection unless the
municipal legislative body adopts the recount proce-
dures of Title 21-A, section 737-A and the rules adopted
pursuant to that section, except that Title 21-A, section
737-A, subsections 1, 5 and 12 and the duties of the
State Police do not apply.

A. The municipal clerk shall publicly explain the
recount procedure at the start of the recount and
shall supervise the sorting and hand counting of the
votes in public with assistance from counters ap-
pointed by the clerk.

B. A candidate may provide counters to conduct
the recount under the supervision of the municipal
clerk. If an insufficient number of counters is pro-
vided, the clerk shall supply counters. Municipal
officers and candidates on that election ballot may
not serve as counters.

C. The municipal clerk and counters shall follow
all applicable laws and the rules for determining
voter intent adopted by the Secretary of State pur-
suant to Title 21-A, section 696, subsection 6.

D. If any ballots are disputed as to voter intent, the
candidates may resolve the dispute by consensus in
accordance with rules for determining voter intent
adopted by the Secretary of State pursuant to Title
21-A, section 696, subsection 6. If consensus can-
not be reached, those disputed ballots must be set
aside. If the number of disputed ballots potentially
affects the outcome of the recount, the municipal
clerk shall forward the disputed ballots to the clerk
of the nearest Superior Court in the county in which
the election was held.

E. Upon written request, the municipal clerk shall
make the incoming voting list and absentee ballot
materials, along with all records required by law to
be kept in connection with the election, available
for inspection, unless those materials have been re-
quested as part of a state recount.

F. After the recount, the municipal clerk shall re-
seal the package of ballots and incoming voting list
and shall note on the package the fact that the re-
count was held and the date of the recount.
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G. Inorder to withdraw from a recount, a candidate
must notify the municipal clerk of the intent to
withdraw and the reason for withdrawal. The no-
tice must be signed by the candidate, notarized and
delivered to the municipal clerk prior to or during
the scheduled recount. In the event of a with-
drawal, the final election day tabulation is consid-
ered the final result.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective February 14, 2020.

CHAPTER 559
H.P. 1350 - L.D. 1884

An Act To Amend the Laws
Governing Dual Liquor
Licenses

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, current law hinders the operation of
businesses with dual liquor licenses, which authorize
retailers to sell wine for consumption both on and off
the licensed premises; and

Whereas, this legislation relaxes the restrictions
imposed on businesses with dual liquor licenses to bring
those restrictions in line with the restrictions imposed
on other licensed liquor retailers; and

Whereas, this legislation must take effect before
the expiration of the 90-day period in order for it to be
in effect before commencement of the summer tourist
season; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following leg-
islation as immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine
as follows:

Sec. 1. 28-A MRSA §1208, sub-§2, 4B, as
reallocated by PL 2009, c. 510, §7, is amended to read:

B. The licensee shall ensure that at least 2-employ-

ees one employee at least 21 years of age are is

present at all times when wine is being consumed

on the premises with-atleast one-whese-primaryre-

ity s sl i ! othors 4

be-consumed-off the-premises;

Sec. 2. 28-A MRSA §1208, sub-§2, qC, as
reallocated by PL 2009, c. 510, §7, is amended to read:
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