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PUBLIC LAW, C. 407

office, as specified in commission rules, by a
majority vote of the state board.

Sec. 2. Maine Charter School Commission
membership. A member of the Maine Charter
School Commission serving on the effective date of
this Act may continue to serve until that member's
term has expired.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 407
H.P. 553 - L.D. 748

An Act To Provide Relief to
Survivors of Economic Abuse

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 10 MRSA §1310-H, sub-§2-A is en-
acted to read:

2-A. Economic abuse. Except as prohibited by
federal law, if a consumer provides documentation to
the consumer reporting agency as set forth in Title 14,
section 6001, subsection 6, paragraph H that the debt
or any portion of the debt is the result of economic
abuse as defined in Title 19-A, section 4002, subsec-
tion 3-B, the consumer reporting agency shall reinves-
tigate the debt. If after the investigation it is deter-
mined that the debt is the result of economic abuse, the
consumer reporting agency shall remove any reference
to the debt or any portion of the debt determined to be
the result of economic abuse from the consumer's
credit report.

Sec. 2. 10 MRSA §1310-H, sub-§3, as enact-
ed by PL 2013, c. 228, §1, is amended to read:

3. Nonliability. A person may not be held liable
for any violation of this section if the person shows by
a preponderance of the evidence that at the time of the
alleged violation the person maintained reasonable
procedures to ensure compliance with the provisions
of subsections 1 and, 2 and 2-A.

Sec. 3. 19-A MRSA §4002, sub-§3-B is en-
acted to read:

3-B. Economic abuse. "Economic abuse" means
causing or attempting to cause an individual to be fi-

nancially dependent by maintaining control over the

individual's financial resources, including, but not lim-
ited to, unauthorized or coerced use of credit or prop-

erty, withholding access to money or credit cards, for-
bidding attendance at school or employment, stealing
from or defrauding of money or assets, exploiting the
individual's resources for personal gain of the defend-
ant or withholding physical resources such as food,
clothing, necessary medications or shelter.
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Sec. 4. 19-A MRSA §4007, sub-§1, as
amended by PL 2017, c. 288, Pt. A, §§23 to 26, is fur-
ther amended to read:

1. Protection order; consent agreement. The
court, after a hearing and upon finding that the defend-
ant has committed the alleged abuse as defined in sec-
tion 4002, subsection 1 or engaged in the alleged con-
duct described in section 4005, subsection 1, may
grant a protective order or, upon making that finding,
approve a consent agreement to bring about a cessa-
tion of abuse or the alleged conduct. This subsection
does not preclude the parties from voluntarily request-
ing a consent agreement without a finding of abuse.
The court may enter a finding that the defendant repre-
sents a credible threat to the physical safety of the
plaintiff or a minor child residing in the plaintiff's
household. The court may enter a finding of economic
abuse. Relief granted under this section may include:

A. Directing the defendant to refrain from threat-
ening, assaulting, molesting, harassing, attacking
or otherwise abusing the plaintiff and any minor
children residing in the household;

A-1. Directing the defendant not to possess a
firearm, muzzle-loading firearm, bow, crossbow
or other dangerous weapon for the duration of the
order;

A-2. Prohibiting the defendant from the use, at-
tempted use or threatened use of physical force
that would reasonably be expected to cause bodily
injury against the plaintiff or a minor child resid-
ing in the household;

B. Directing the defendant to refrain from going
upon the premises of the plaintiff's residence;

C. Directing the defendant to refrain from repeat-
edly and without reasonable cause:

(1) Following the plaintiff;

(2) Being at or in the vicinity of the plain-
tiff's home, school, business or place of em-
ployment; or

(3) Engaging in conduct defined as stalking
in Title 17-A, section 210-A;

D. Directing the defendant to refrain from having
any direct or indirect contact with the plaintiff;

E. When the mutual residence or household of
the parties is jointly owned or jointly leased or
when one party has a duty to support the other or
their minor children living in the residence or
household and that party is the sole owner or les-
see:

(1) Granting or restoring possession of the
residence or household to one party, exclud-
ing the other; or
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(2) A consent agreement, allowing the party
with the duty to support to provide suitable
alternate housing;

E-1. Directing the defendant to refrain from injur-
ing or threatening to injure any animal owned,
possessed, leased, kept or held by either party or a
minor child residing in the household;

F. Ordering a division of the personal property
and household goods and furnishings of the par-
ties and placing any protective orders considered
appropriate by the court, including an order to re-
frain from taking, converting or damaging proper-
ty in which the plaintiff has a legal interest;

F-1. Ordering the termination of a life insurance
policy or rider under that policy owned by the de-
fendant if the plaintiff is the insured life under the
policy or rider. Upon issuance, a copy of the
court order must be sent to the insurer that issued
the policy;

G. Either awarding some or all temporary paren-
tal rights and responsibilities with regard to minor
children or awarding temporary rights of contact
with regard to minor children, or both, under such
conditions that the court finds appropriate as de-
termined in accordance with the best interest of
the child pursuant to section 1653, subsections 3
to 6-B. The court's award of parental rights and
responsibilities or rights of contact is not binding
in any separate action involving an award of pa-
rental rights and responsibilities pursuant to chap-
ter 55 or in a similar action brought in another ju-
risdiction exercising child custody jurisdiction in
accordance with the Uniform Child Custody Ju-
risdiction and Enforcement Act;

H. Requiring the defendant to receive counseling
from a social worker, family service agency, men-
tal health center, psychiatrist or any other guid-
ance service that the court considers appropriate.
The court may not order and the State may not
pay for the defendant to attend a batterers' inter-
vention program unless the program is certified
under section 4014;

I. Ordering the payment of temporary support for
the dependent party or for a child in the dependent
party's custody in accordance with chapter 63, or
both, when there is a legal obligation to support
that dependent party or that child, or both;

J.  Ordering the payment of temporary support
payments to the State as provided in chapters 63
and 67,

K. Ordering payment of monetary

compensation
relief to the abused-persen plaintiff for losses suf-
fered as a direet result of the abuse defendant's

conduct. Cempensatorylosses—are Monetary re-
lief includes but is not limited to loss of earnings
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or support, reasonable expenses incurred for per-
sonal injuries or property damage, transitional liv-

ing expenses and reasonable moving expenses.
Upon the motion of either party, for sufficient
cause, the court may set a later hearing on the is-

sue of the amount of damages monetary relief, if

any, to be awarded. Nothing in this paragraph
may be construed to limit the court's discretion to

enter any of the other available relief under this
chapter, and does not preclude a plaintiff from
seeking monetary relief through other actions as
permissible by law;

L. Ordering the defendant to pay court costs or
reasonable attorney's fees;

L-1. Ordering the plaintiff to pay court costs or
reasonable attorney's fees, or both, only if a judg-
ment is entered against the plaintiff after a hearing
in which both the plaintiff and the defendant are
present and the court finds that the complaint is
frivolous;

M. Entering any other orders determined neces-
sary or appropriate in the discretion of the court;

N. Directing the care, custody or control of any
animal owned, possessed, leased, kept or held by
either party or a minor child residing in the
household;

O. With regard to conduct described as aggravat-
ed sex trafficking or sex trafficking as described
in Title 17-A, section 852 or 853, respectively, en-
tering any other orders determined necessary or
appropriate in the discretion of the court, includ-
ing, but not limited to, requiring the defendant to
pay economic damages related to the return or res-
toration of the plaintiff's passport or other immi-
gration document and any debts of the plaintiff
arising from the trafficking relationship;

P. With respect to unauthorized dissemination of
certain private images as described in Title 17-A,
section 511-A, entering any orders determined
necessary or appropriate in the discretion of the
court, including but not limited to ordering the de-
fendant to pay costs associated with removal, de-
struction or return of the private images; or

Q. With respect to unauthorized dissemination of
certain private images as described in Title 17-A,
section 511-A, ordering the defendant to remove,
destroy or return or to direct the removal, destruc-
tion or return of the private images, ordering the
defendant to cease the dissemination of the private
images and prohibiting the defendant from dis-
seminating the private images.

If the court enjoins the defendant under this subsection
and the enjoined conduct constitutes harassment under
Title 17-A, section 506-A, the court shall include in
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the order a warning in conformity with Title 17-A,
section 506-A.

Sec. 5. 32 MRSA §11014, sub-§2-A is en-
acted to read:

2-A. Economic abuse. If the consumer provides
documentation to the debt collector as set forth in Title
14, section 6001, subsection 6, paragraph H that the
debt or any portion of the debt is the result of econom-
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adjournment for good cause shown. Adjournments
may also be made in accordance with the requirements
of 12 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1024.41 or
any successor provision. The mortgagee, in its sole
discretion, may allow the mortgagor to redeem or rein-
state the loan after the expiration of the period of re-
demption but before the public sale. The mortgagee
may shall convey the property to the mortgagor upon
redemption or may execute a waiver of foreclosure;

ic abuse as defined in Title 19-A, section 4002, sub-
section 3-B, the debt collector shall cease collection of
the debt or any disputed portion of the debt owed by

and in conjunction with a reinstatement only with the
written consent of the mortgagor. A waiver of fore-
closure and the consent of the mortgagor to the waiver

the consumer subjected to economic abuse.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 408
H.P. 1020 - L.D. 1405

An Act To Amend the Laws
Governing Foreclosure To
Ensure Timely Completion

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 14 MRSA §6323, sub-§1, as amended
by PL 2013, c. 521, Pt. C, §1, is further amended to
read:

1. Procedures for all civil actions. Upon expira-
tion of the period of redemption, if the mortgagor or
the mortgagor's successors, heirs or assigns have not
redeemed the mortgage, any remaining rights of the
mortgagor to possession terminate, and the mortgagee
shall cause notice of a public sale of the premises stat-
ing the time, place and terms of the sale to be pub-
lished once in each of 3 successive weeks in a news-
paper of general circulation in the county in which the
premises are located, the first publication to be made
not more than 90 days after the expiration of the peri-
od of redemption. Except when otherwise required
under 12 Code of Federal Regulations, Section
1024.41 or any successor provision, the public sale
must be held not less than 30 days nor more than 45
days after the first date of that publication. Except for
sales of premises that the court has determined to be
abandoned pursuant to section 6326, the public sale
may be adjourned, for any time not exceeding 7 60
days and-fromtimeto—time—until-asale—is—made, by
announcement to those present at each any such ad-
journment. The court, upon motion of the mortgagee,

must be included in a stipulation of dismissal of the
foreclosure and signed by the mortgagee and mortgag-
or or their respective attorneys, and, upon the filing of
the stipulation of dismissal with the court, all other
rights of all other parties remain as if no foreclosure
had been commenced. The mortgagee shall sell the
premises to the highest bidder at the public sale and
deliver a deed of that sale and the any writ of posses-
sion—+f-a—writ-ef pessession—was—ebtained-duringthe
foreclosure—proecess; that has been issued to the pur-
chaser. The deed conveys the premises free and clear
of all interests of the parties in interest joined in the
action. The mortgagee or any other party in interest
may bid at the public sale. If the mortgagee is the
highest bidder at the public sale, there is no obligation
to account for any surplus upon a subsequent sale by
the mortgagee. Any rights of the mortgagee to a defi-
ciency claim against the mortgagors are limited to the
amount established as of the date of the public sale.
The date of the public sale is the date on which bids
are received to establish the sales price, no matter
when the sale is completed by the delivery of the deed
to the highest bidder. If the property is conveyed by
deed pursuant to a public sale in accordance with this
subsection, a copy of the judgment of foreclosure and
evidence of compliance with the requirements of this
subsection for the notice of public sale and the public
sale itself must be attached to or included within the
deed, or both, or otherwise be recorded in the registry
of deeds.

Sec. 2. 14 MRSA §6324, as amended by PL
2003, c. 20, Pt. T, §10, is further amended by adding
at the end a new paragraph to read:

The report of sale required by this section must be
filed with the court within the earlier of 90 days after
the public sale and 45 days after the mortgagee's de-
livery of the deed conveying the mortgaged property
to the purchaser at the mortgage sale. Upon a showing
of good cause by the mortgagee, made by motion filed

filed before the deadline for sale and showing good

before the expiration of the deadline, the court may

cause, may grant such further extensions of the mort-
gagee's time to sell as it considers appropriate. For
sales of premises that the court has determined to be
abandoned pursuant to section 6326, the public sale
may be adjourned once for any time not exceeding 7
days, except that the court may permit one additional

extend the deadline for the filing of the report of sale
for an additional period of time as the court considers

appropriate. In the event that the mortgagee fails to
timely file the report of sale, the mortgagee has no
right to seek a deficiency judgment.
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