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section 3, paragraph C, subparagraph (1), unless the

patient who is the subject of the report or the patient's

guardian has provided informed, written consent to the

full disclosure of the report to the committee.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 406
S.P. 527 - L.D. 1638

An Act To Provide for
Gubernatorial Appointments
to the Maine Charter School

Commission

Be it enacted by the People of the State of

Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §2405, sub-§8, JA, as
amended by PL 2013, c. 368, Pt. JI1J, §2, is further

amended to read:

A. The commission consists of 7 members ap-

The

commission shall elect a chair and such other of-
ficers as may be necessary to conduct its business.

Four members constitute a quorum.

(1) Three members must be members of the
state board, appointed by the state board for
3-year terms, and these—3—members—shall
nominate the other 4 members who-must-be

are appointed by the Governor, subject to re-
view by the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over education
matters and to confirmation by the Senate, for
4-year terms.

(2) Members appointed to the commission
must have diverse professional experience in
education, social services, youth training,
business startup and administration, account-
ing and finance, strategic planning and non-
profit governance. i i$i
;
a] pply-to Ehe &1919] em]tmeat 'ef th]e] other 1]nem]
- In
appointing members to the commission, the
Governor shall give proper consideration to
candidates with experience in a noncharter
public school in the State in one of the fol-
lowing positions: school board member, su-
perintendent, teacher and special education
director.
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(3) A commission member may not serve
more than 3 consecutive terms, but may serve
again after not serving on the commission for
at least one term.

(4) A commission member may receive an
amount equal to the legislative per diem and
be reimbursed for expenses.

(5) A commission member who is a member
of the state board serves on the commission
only during that person's membership on the
state board. Upon expiration of that person's
state board membership, the position on the
commission becomes vacant and must be
filled in the manner provided for filling va-

cancies. Thetermof a—member-who—is—ap-

member'sterny:

(6) A vacancy on the commission must be
filled in the same manner as the position in
which the vacancy occurs is regularly filled;
; e i g : . "
meluld. ing;-it-app heabl;e la 1eue_w| by Ehle jotnt
jariseieti i . A vacan-
cy is filled for the remainder of the unexpired
term. If the person serves more than 1 1/2
years of an unexpired term, that service
counts as one term for purposes of the limita-
tion set forth in subparagraph (3).

(7) A member of the commission may be
removed for failure to perform the duties of
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office, as specified in commission rules, by a
majority vote of the state board.

Sec. 2. Maine Charter School Commission
membership. A member of the Maine Charter
School Commission serving on the effective date of
this Act may continue to serve until that member's
term has expired.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 407
H.P. 553 - L.D. 748

An Act To Provide Relief to
Survivors of Economic Abuse

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 10 MRSA §1310-H, sub-§2-A is en-
acted to read:

2-A. Economic abuse. Except as prohibited by
federal law, if a consumer provides documentation to
the consumer reporting agency as set forth in Title 14,
section 6001, subsection 6, paragraph H that the debt
or any portion of the debt is the result of economic
abuse as defined in Title 19-A, section 4002, subsec-
tion 3-B, the consumer reporting agency shall reinves-
tigate the debt. If after the investigation it is deter-
mined that the debt is the result of economic abuse, the
consumer reporting agency shall remove any reference
to the debt or any portion of the debt determined to be
the result of economic abuse from the consumer's
credit report.

Sec. 2. 10 MRSA §1310-H, sub-§3, as enact-
ed by PL 2013, c. 228, §1, is amended to read:

3. Nonliability. A person may not be held liable
for any violation of this section if the person shows by
a preponderance of the evidence that at the time of the
alleged violation the person maintained reasonable
procedures to ensure compliance with the provisions
of subsections 1 and, 2 and 2-A.

Sec. 3. 19-A MRSA §4002, sub-§3-B is en-
acted to read:

3-B. Economic abuse. "Economic abuse" means
causing or attempting to cause an individual to be fi-

nancially dependent by maintaining control over the

individual's financial resources, including, but not lim-
ited to, unauthorized or coerced use of credit or prop-

erty, withholding access to money or credit cards, for-
bidding attendance at school or employment, stealing
from or defrauding of money or assets, exploiting the
individual's resources for personal gain of the defend-
ant or withholding physical resources such as food,
clothing, necessary medications or shelter.
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Sec. 4. 19-A MRSA §4007, sub-§1, as
amended by PL 2017, c. 288, Pt. A, §§23 to 26, is fur-
ther amended to read:

1. Protection order; consent agreement. The
court, after a hearing and upon finding that the defend-
ant has committed the alleged abuse as defined in sec-
tion 4002, subsection 1 or engaged in the alleged con-
duct described in section 4005, subsection 1, may
grant a protective order or, upon making that finding,
approve a consent agreement to bring about a cessa-
tion of abuse or the alleged conduct. This subsection
does not preclude the parties from voluntarily request-
ing a consent agreement without a finding of abuse.
The court may enter a finding that the defendant repre-
sents a credible threat to the physical safety of the
plaintiff or a minor child residing in the plaintiff's
household. The court may enter a finding of economic
abuse. Relief granted under this section may include:

A. Directing the defendant to refrain from threat-
ening, assaulting, molesting, harassing, attacking
or otherwise abusing the plaintiff and any minor
children residing in the household;

A-1. Directing the defendant not to possess a
firearm, muzzle-loading firearm, bow, crossbow
or other dangerous weapon for the duration of the
order;

A-2. Prohibiting the defendant from the use, at-
tempted use or threatened use of physical force
that would reasonably be expected to cause bodily
injury against the plaintiff or a minor child resid-
ing in the household;

B. Directing the defendant to refrain from going
upon the premises of the plaintiff's residence;

C. Directing the defendant to refrain from repeat-
edly and without reasonable cause:

(1) Following the plaintiff;

(2) Being at or in the vicinity of the plain-
tiff's home, school, business or place of em-
ployment; or

(3) Engaging in conduct defined as stalking
in Title 17-A, section 210-A;

D. Directing the defendant to refrain from having
any direct or indirect contact with the plaintiff;

E. When the mutual residence or household of
the parties is jointly owned or jointly leased or
when one party has a duty to support the other or
their minor children living in the residence or
household and that party is the sole owner or les-
see:

(1) Granting or restoring possession of the
residence or household to one party, exclud-
ing the other; or
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