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A. Risk of accidental or intentional introduction

of marine organisms or marine organism products
into the coastal waters of the State;

B. Risk of the introduction or spread of disease
within the State; and

C. Interference with the enforcement of posses-
sion, size or season limits for wild marine organ-
1Sms.

4. Monitoring and revocation. The commis-
sioner shall monitor licensed facilities under this sec-
tion on an annual basis. If the commissioner deter-
mines following an annual review or at any other time
that the licensed aquaculture activity presents an un-
reasonable risk to indigenous marine life or its envi-
ronment, the commissioner may revoke the license
after the licensee has been given an opportunity for a
hearing before the department.

5. Reporting. The commissioner may require
the holder of a license under this section to file period-

ic reports regarding the aquaculture practices and pro-
duction of the facility. Information obtained pursuant
to this provision is considered fisheries statistics for
the purposes of section 6173, except that information

about marine organism health reported pursuant to
section 6071 may not be considered fisheries statistics.

6. Fee. The commissioner may charge a fee for a
license under this section not to exceed $1.000. the
amount to be established in rules adopted by the com-
missioner depending on the type and amount of aqua-
culture. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are
routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter
375, subchapter 2-A.

Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §6085-A, as enacted by PL
2017, c. 94, §6, is repealed.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 17, 2019.

CHAPTER 311
H.P. 1207 - L.D. 1683

An Act To Clarify the
Definitions of
Consumer-owned Utilities

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, the fast pace of change in the electric
industry has created confusion within the current legal
parameters under which new forms of transmission
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and distribution electric utility ownership are being
introduced in the State; and

Whereas, the confusion in the electric industry
caused by the current legal parameters of transmission
and distribution electric utility ownership could cause
harm to ratepayers and inhibit the beneficial growth of
the industry; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §3201, sub-§6, as enact-
ed by PL 1997, c. 316, §3, is amended to read:

6. Consumer-owned transmission and distri-
bution utility. "Consumer-owned transmission and
distribution utility" means any transmission and distri-
bution utility wholly owned by its consumers, includ-
ing; its consumers served in the State. "Consumer-
owned transmission and distribution utility" includes
but is not limited to:

A. The transmission and distribution portion of a
rural electrification cooperative organized under
chapter 37;

B. The transmission and distribution portion of an
electrification cooperative organized on a cooper-
ative plan under the laws of the State;

C. A municipal or quasi-municipal transmission
and distribution utility located in the State;

D. The transmission and distribution portion of a
municipal or quasi-municipal entity located in the
State providing generation and other services; and

E. A transmission and distribution utility wholly
owned by a municipality located in the State.

Sec. 2. 35-A MRSA §3501, sub-§1, as
amended by PL 1999, c. 398, Pt. A, §85 and affected
by §§104 and 105, is further amended to read:

1. Consumer-owned transmission and distri-
bution utility. For the purposes of this chapter,
"consumer-owned transmission and distribution utili-
ty" means any transmission and distribution utility that
is wholly owned by its consumers, including; its con-
sumers served in the State. "Consumer-owned trans-
mission and distribution utility" includes but is not
limited to:

A. Any rural electrification cooperative organized
under chapter 37;

B. Any electrification cooperative organized on a
cooperative plan under the laws of the State;
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C. Any municipal or quasi-municipal transmis-
sion and distribution utility located in the State;

D. The portion of any municipal or quasi-
municipal entity located in the State providing
transmission and distribution services; and

E. Any transmission and distribution utility whol-
ly owned by a municipality located in the State.

Sec. 3. 35-A MRSA §6101, sub-§1-A, as en-
acted by PL 1987, c. 490, Pt. B, §11, is repealed and
the following enacted in its place:

1-A. Consumer-owned water utility. Con-
sumer-owned water utility" means any water utility
which is wholly owned by its consumers, including its
consumers served in the State. "Consumer-owned
water utility" includes but is not limited to:

A. Any municipal or quasi-municipal water dis-
trict or corporation located in the State;

B. Any municipal water department located in the
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Whereas, it is imperative that the law be imme-
diately amended to provide a pathway for an existing
registered medical marijuana dispensary to qualify to
operate under the law as amended by Public Law
2017, chapter 452; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §2428, sub-§13 is enacted
to read:

13. Reorganization to for-profit status. Any of
the 8 registered dispensaries that were issued registra-
tion certificates as of April 1, 2018 and that are operat-
ing as nonprofit entities may convert to a for-profit

State; or

C. The water portion of any utility wholly owned
by a municipality or district located in the State.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective June 17, 2019.

CHAPTER 312
S.P. 577 - L.D. 1735

An Act To Clarify the Pathway
for a Registered Dispensary
under the Maine Medical Use
of Marijuana Act To Become a
For-profit Entity

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, Public Law 2017, chapter 452 became
law on December 13, 2018 and repealed the require-
ment that registered medical marijuana dispensaries be
nonprofit entities; and

Whereas, Public Law 2017, chapter 452 author-
izes the State to issue 6 additional dispensary registra-
tion certificates without the requirement that these
dispensaries be established as nonprofit entities; and

Whereas, Public Law 2017, chapter 452 does
not provide a clear pathway for existing registered
medical marijuana dispensaries to reorganize as for-
profit entities under Maine law; and
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entity pursuant to this subsection. A registered dis-
pensary established pursuant to subsection 11-A, para-
graph A that was not issued a dispensary registration
certificate before April 1, 2018 and operates as a non-
profit entity may not convert to a for-profit entity.

A. A registered dispensary that is operating as a
nonprofit entity may enter into any of the follow-
ing transactions to reorganize the registered dis-
pensary as a for-profit entity:

(1) A registered dispensary operating as a
nonprofit entity may merge with and into a
business corporation formed pursuant to Title
13-C;

(2) A business corporation formed pursuant
to the laws of this State may purchase sub-
stantially all of the assets of a registered dis-
pensary operating as a nonprofit entity; and

(3) Notwithstanding any provision of the law
to the contrary in this Title, Title 13-B or Ti-
tle 13-C, a registered dispensary operating as
a nonprofit entity is entitled to convert into a
domestic business corporation by adopting a
plan of entity conversion in accordance with
Title 13-C. section 953 that is approved by a
vote of 2/3 of the members of the board of di-
rectors of the nonprofit entity at a meeting
duly called for that purpose or by unanimous
written consent. A plan of entity conversion
adopted pursuant to this subparagraph must
be signed and submitted to the Secretary of
State on a form prescribed by the Secretary of
State, must be executed and filed in the man-
ner prescribed in Title 13-C, section 955 and
is subject to Title 13-C, section 957. If the

Secretary of State finds that such filings com-






