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CHAPTER 235 
 S.P. 37 - L.D. 150 

An Act To Improve Attendance 
at Public Elementary Schools 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §3271, sub-§1-A is en-
acted to read: 

1-A.  Attendance of persons 5 years of age or 
older and under 7 years of age.  A person 5 years of 
age or older and under 7 years of age who is enrolled 
in and who has not withdrawn from a public day 
school is required to attend that school during the time 
it is in session. 

Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §3271, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 667, §4, is further amended to 
read: 

2.  Alternative instruction.  Alternative instruc-
tion may be substituted for attendance in a day school 
in the following cases when approved by the school 
principal.  A person 5 years of age or older and under 
7 years of age is not required to meet the requirements 
of this subsection. 

A.  The person is enrolled in an approved special 
education program. 

B.  The person obtains equivalent instruction 
through alternative learning or in any other man-
ner arranged or approved by the commissioner. 

Sec. 3.  20-A MRSA §3272, sub-§2, as cor-
rected by RR 2011, c. 2, §17, is amended to read: 

2.  Truancy.  A person is truant if: 

A.  The person is required to attend school or al-
ternative instruction and has completed grade 6 
under this chapter and has the equivalent of 10 
full days of unexcused absences or 7 consecutive 
school days of unexcused absences during a 
school year; or 

B.  The person is required to attend school or al-
ternative instruction and is at least 7 years of age 
and has not completed grade 6 under this chapter 
and has the equivalent of 7 full days of unexcused 
absences or 5 consecutive school days of unex-
cused absences during a school year.; or 

C.  The person is required to attend school pursu-
ant to section 3271, subsection 1-A and has not 
completed grade 6 and has the equivalent of 7 full 
days of unexcused absences or 5 consecutive 
school days of unexcused absences during a 
school year. 

Sec. 4.  20-A MRSA §5001-A, sub-§1-A is 
enacted to read: 

1-A.  Attendance of persons 5 years of age or 
older and under 7 years of age.  A person 5 years of 
age or older and under 7 years of age who is enrolled 
in and who has not withdrawn from a public day 
school is required to attend that school during the time 
it is in session. 

Sec. 5.  20-A MRSA §5001-A, sub-§3, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 111, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

3.  Alternatives to attendance at public day 
school.  Alternatives to attendance at public day 
school are as follows.  A person 5 years of age or older 
and under 7 years of age is not required to meet the 
requirements of this subsection. 

A.  Equivalent instruction alternatives are as fol-
lows. 

(1)  A person is excused from attending a 
public day school if the person obtains equiv-
alent instruction in: 

(a)  A private school approved for at-
tendance purposes pursuant to section 
2901; 

(b)  A private school recognized by the 
department as providing equivalent in-
struction; 

(c-1)  A home instruction program that 
complies with the requirements of sub-
paragraph (4); or 

(d)  Any other manner arranged for by 
the school board and approved by the 
commissioner. 

(2)  A student is credited with attendance at a 
private school only if a certificate showing 
the name, residence and attendance of the 
person at the school, signed by the person or 
persons in charge of the school, has been filed 
with the school officials of the administrative 
unit in which the student resides. 

(4)  The following provisions govern a home 
instruction program. 

(a)  The student's parent or guardian shall 
provide a written notice of intent to pro-
vide home instruction simultaneously to 
the school officials of the administrative 
unit in which the student resides and to 
the commissioner within 10 calendar 
days of the beginning of home instruc-
tion.  The notice must contain the follow-
ing information: 

(i)  The name, signature and address 
of the student's parent or guardian; 

(ii)  The name and age of the stu-
dent; 
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(iii)  The date the home instruction 
program will begin; 

(iv)  A statement of assurance that 
indicates the home instruction pro-
gram will provide at least 175 days 
annually of instruction and will pro-
vide instruction in the following sub-
ject areas:  English and language 
arts, math, science, social studies, 
physical education, health education, 
library skills, fine arts and, in at least 
one grade from grade 6 to 12, Maine 
studies.  At one grade level from 
grade 7 to 12, the student will 
demonstrate proficiency in the use of 
computers; and 

(v)  A statement of assurance that 
indicates that the home instruction 
program will include an annual as-
sessment of the student's academic 
progress that includes at least one of 
the forms of assessment described in 
division (b). 

(b) On or before September 1st of each 
subsequent year of home instruction, the 
student's parent or guardian shall file a 
letter with the school officials of the ad-
ministrative unit in which the student re-
sides and the commissioner stating the 
intention to continue providing home in-
struction and enclose a copy of one of the 
following forms of annual assessment of 
the student's academic progress: 

(i) A standardized achievement test 
administered through the administra-
tive unit in which the student resides 
or through other arrangements ap-
proved by the commissioner.  If the 
test is administered through the ad-
ministrative unit in which the stu-
dent resides, that administration 
must be agreed to by the school offi-
cials of the administrative unit prior 
to submission of the written notice 
of intent to provide home instruc-
tion; 

(ii) A test developed by the school 
officials of the administrative unit in 
which the student resides appropri-
ate to the student's home instruction 
program, which must be agreed to 
by the school officials of the admin-
istrative unit prior to submission of 
the written notice of intent to pro-
vide home instruction; 

(iii) A review and acceptance of the 
student's progress by an identified 
individual who holds a current 
Maine teacher's certificate; 

(iv) A review and acceptance of the 
student's progress based on, but not 
limited to, a presentation of an edu-
cational portfolio of the student to a 
local area homeschooling support 
group whose membership for this 
purpose includes a currently certi-
fied Maine teacher or administrator; 
or 

(v) A review and acceptance of the 
student's progress by a local adviso-
ry board selected by the superinten-
dent of the administrative unit in 
which the student resides that in-
cludes one administrative unit em-
ployee and 2 home instruction tu-
tors.  For the purpose of this subdi-
vision, a "home instruction tutor" 
means the parent, guardian or other 
person who acts or will act as a pri-
mary teacher of the student in the 
home instruction program.  This 
provision must be agreed to by the 
school officials of the administrative 
unit in which the student resides pri-
or to submission of the written no-
tice of intent to provide home in-
struction. 

(c)  Dissemination of any information 
filed under this subparagraph is governed 
by the provisions of section 6001; the 
federal Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act of 1974, 20 United States 
Code, Section 1232g (2002); and the 
federal Education for All Handicapped 
Children Act of 1975, 20 United States 
Code, Sections 1401 to 1487 (2002), ex-
cept that "directory information," as de-
fined by the federal Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, is confi-
dential and is not subject to public dis-
closure unless the parent or guardian 
specifically permits disclosure in writing 
or a judge orders otherwise.  Copies of 
the information filed under this subpara-
graph must be maintained by the stu-
dent's parent or guardian until the home 
instruction program concludes.  The rec-
ords must be made available to the com-
missioner upon request. 

(d)  If the home instruction program is 
discontinued, students of compulsory 
school age must be enrolled in a public 
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school or an equivalent instruction alter-
native as provided for in this paragraph.  
The receiving school shall determine the 
placement of the student.  At the second-
ary level, the principal of the receiving 
school shall determine the value of the 
prior educational experience toward 
meeting the standards of the system of 
learning results as established in section 
6209. 

B.  A person may be excused from attendance at a 
public day school pursuant to section 5104-A or 
section 8605. 

Sec. 6.  20-A MRSA §5051-A, sub-§1, ¶B, 
as amended by PL 2007, c. 304, §5, is further amended 
to read: 

B.  Has completed grade 6 and has the equivalent 
of 10 full days of unexcused absences or 7 con-
secutive school days of unexcused absences dur-
ing a school year; or 

Sec. 7.  20-A MRSA §5051-A, sub-§1, ¶C, 
as enacted by PL 2007, c. 304, §5, is amended to read: 

C.  Is at least 7 years of age and has not completed 
grade 6 and has the equivalent of 7 full days of 
unexcused absences or 5 consecutive school days 
of unexcused absences during a school year.; or 

Sec. 8.  20-A MRSA §5051-A, sub-§1, ¶D is 
enacted to read: 

D.  Is enrolled in a public day school, is at least 5 
years of age and has not completed grade 6 and 
has the equivalent of 7 full days of unexcused ab-
sences or 5 consecutive school days of unexcused 
absences during a school year. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 236 
 S.P. 159 - L.D. 494 

An Act To Update the Family 
Planning Statutes 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §1823, as amended by PL 
2017, c. 407, Pt. A, §73, is further amended to read: 

§1823.  Treatment of minors 

Any hospital licensed under this chapter or alco-
hol or drug treatment facility licensed pursuant to sec-
tion 7801 that provides facilities to a minor in connec-
tion with the prevention of a sexually transmitted in-
fection or the treatment of that minor for venereal dis-
ease a sexually transmitted infection or treatment of 

that minor for substance use or for the collection of 
sexual assault evidence through a sexual assault foren-
sic examination is under no obligation to obtain the 
consent of that minor's parent or guardian or to inform 
that parent or guardian of the provision of such facili-
ties so long as such facilities have been provided at the 
direction of the person or persons referred to in Title 
32, sections 2595, 3292, 3817, 6221 or 7004.  The 
hospital shall notify and obtain the consent of that mi-
nor's parent or guardian if that hospitalization contin-
ues for more than 16 hours. 

Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §1901, as enacted by PL 
1973, c. 624, §1, is amended to read: 

§1901.  Legislative intent 

The Legislature finds that family planning ser-
vices are not sufficiently available as a practical matter 
to many persons in this State;, that unwanted concep-
tion pregnancy may place severe medical, emotional, 
social and economic burdens on the family unit and 
that it is desirable that inhibitions and restrictions to 
the delivery of family planning services be reduced so 
that all persons desiring and needing such services 
shall have ready and practicable access thereto to the 
services in appropriate settings sensitive to their per-
sons' needs and beliefs. The Legislature therefore de-
clares that it is consistent with public policy to make 
available comprehensive medical knowledge, assis-
tance and services relating to family planning. 

Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §1902, as amended by PL 
2001, c. 654, §1, is further amended to read: 

§1902.  Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following words shall terms have 
the following meanings. 

1.  Contraceptive procedures.  "Contraceptive 
procedures" means any medically accepted procedure 
to prevent conception pregnancy when performed by 
or under the direction of a physician health care practi-
tioner on a requesting and consenting patient. 

1-A.  Comprehensive family life education.  
"Comprehensive family life education" means educa-
tion in kindergarten to grade 12 regarding human de-
velopment and sexuality, including education on fami-
ly planning and sexually transmitted diseases, that is 
medically accurate and age appropriate; that respects 
community values and encourages parental communi-
cation; that develops skills in communication, decision 
making and conflict resolution; that contributes to 
healthy relationships; that promotes responsible sexual 
behavior with an emphasis on abstinence; that ad-
dresses the use of contraception; that promotes indi-
vidual responsibility and involvement regarding sexu-
ality; and that teaches skills for responsible decision 
making regarding sexuality. 




