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PUBLIC LAW, C. 158

standards that must be met by for-profit colleges and
universities. The metrics must include at least the
following annual evaluation criteria.

A. The commissioner shall evaluate spending
priorities by using information supplied pursuant
to subsection 2, paragraph A. If the commissioner
finds a for-profit college or university spends less
than 50% of its total spending on instruction or
more than 15% of its total spending on advertis-
ing, the commissioner must find that the for-profit
college or university fails to meet adequate educa-
tional standards.

B. The commissioner shall determine whether a
for-profit college or university has received neces-
sary accreditations to allow graduates to meet pro-
fessional licensing or other career standards relat-
ed to the educational programs for which degrees
or certificates are granted by the for-profit college

or university. If the commissioner finds a for-
profit college or university has not received these

necessary accreditations, the commissioner must
find that the for-profit college or university fails
to meet adequate educational standards.

C. The commissioner shall evaluate the design
and implementation of student support services,
including whether the complaint process by which
student complaints are handled is transparent, in-
cludes an appropriate official to receive com-
plaints and provides appropriate and timely re-
sponses to complaints. If the commissioner finds
that a for-profit college or university does not
have adequate or appropriate student support ser-
vices, the commissioner must find that the for-
profit college or university fails to meet adequate
educational standards.

4. Rules. The commissioner shall adopt rules
necessary to implement this section. The rules must

include definitions of "educational instruction," "ad-
vertising" and "executive salaries." Rules adopted
under this subsection are routine technical rules as
defined in Title 5. chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

5. Termination of degree-granting authority.

The commissioner, after completing the evaluation
under subsection 3, shall terminate the degree-granting

authority of a for-profit college or university that the

commissioner finds does not meet adequate education-
al standards.

See title page for effective date.
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CHAPTER 158
S.P. 40 - L.D. 153

An Act To Strengthen Testing
for Lead in School Drinking
Water

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §2604-B is enacted to read:

§2604-B. Schools, sampling and examination of
water for lead

1. Definition. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, "school" means a private
school as defined in Title 20-A, section 1, subsection
22 or a public school as defined in Title 20-A, section
1, subsection 24.

2. Lead testing. To the extent the department
provides the necessary resources to a school so that the
school is not required to expand or modify its activi-
ties so as to necessitate additional expenditures from
local revenue, a school shall test water used for drink-
ing or culinary purposes for lead using water testing
kits or by submitting samples of water used for drink-
ing or culinary purposes to an approved laboratory
under section 2607 for lead testing. If the water is
found to violate the water lead levels established by
the department, the department shall issue specific
guidance to the school on reducing exposure to lead
according to procedures established by the department
pursuant to subsection 3.

3. Rules. The department shall adopt rules nec-
essary to implement this section, including, but not
limited to, establishing water lead levels; testing pro-
tocols, including the frequency of testing; abatement
or mitigation methods; procedures for the issuance of
guidance to reduce exposure to lead; and public notifi-
cation procedures. In adopting rules to implement this
section, the department shall consider the United
States Environmental Protection Agency's recommen-
dations for reducing lead in drinking water in schools.

Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are major
substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter 2-A.

4. Implementation.
tion, the department:

In implementing this sec-

A. May not require a school to expand or modify
its_activities so _as to necessitate additional ex-
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penditures from local revenue; and

B. Within existing resources, to the maximum ex-
tent possible, shall provide resources to schools in
order to achieve the purposes of this section. If
the department determines that sufficient re-
sources are unavailable to a school in order to
achieve the purposes of this section, the depart-
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ment shall seek to identify alternative means to
achieve the purposes of this section.

5. Reports. By January 1, 2021 and annually
thereafter, the department shall submit a report to the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over health and human services matters on
the number of schools tested for lead, whether the de-
partment issued specific guidance to any schools to
reduce exposure to lead, the number of schools that
engaged in abatement or mitigation and the methods of
abatement or mitigation used.

Sec. 2. 30-A MRSA §6006-F, sub-§3, qA,
as amended by PL 2017, c. 389, §1, is further amended
to read:

A. To make loans to school administrative units
for school repair and renovation.

(1) The following repair and renovation
needs receive Priority 1 status:

(a) Repair or replacement of a roof on a
school building;

(b) Bringing a school building into com-
pliance with the federal Americans with
Disabilities Act, 42 United States Code,
Section 12101 et seq.;

(¢) Improving air quality in a school
building;

(d) Removing or abating hazardous ma-
terials in a school building, including, but
not limited to, water lead abatement or
mitigation pursuant to Title 22, section
2604-B; and

(f) Undertaking other health, safety and
compliance repairs, including installa-
tions or improvements necessary to in-
crease school facility security.

(2) Repairs and improvements related to a
school building structure, windows and doors
and water or septic systems, other than water
lead abatement or mitigation pursuant to Title
22, section 2604-B, receive Priority 2 status.

(3) Repairs and improvements related to en-
ergy and water conservation receive Priority
3 status.

(4) Upgrades of learning spaces in school
buildings receive Priority 4 status.

(5) The Commissioner of Education may ap-
prove other necessary repairs;

Sec. 3. Rules. The Department of Health and
Human Services shall provisionally adopt rules to im-
plement the lead testing requirements under the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 2604-B and submit
those rules to the Legislature for review no later than
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5:00 p.m. on January 10, 2020. In adopting rules to
implement Title 22, section 2604-B, the department
shall consider the United States Environmental Protec-
tion Agency's recommendations contained in the most
recent version of the document titled "3Ts for Reduc-
ing Lead in Drinking Water in Schools and Child Care
Facilities."

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 159
S.P. 247 - L.D. 811

An Act To Provide Additional
Flexibility in the Municipal
Property Tax Assistance
Programs for Seniors

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 36 MRSA §6232, first g, as enacted
by PL 2005, c. 395, §4, is amended to read:

The legislative body of a municipality may by or-
dinance adopt a program to provide benefits to persons
with homesteads in the municipality. A municipality
may choose to restrict the program to persons who are
atleast meet minimum age requirements as long as the
minimum is not less than 62 years of age.

Sec. 2. 36 MRSA §6232, sub-§1, as amended
by PL 2007, c. 635, §1, is further amended to read:

1. Conditions of program. Except as provided
in subsection 1-A, a program adopted under this sec-
tion must:

A. Require that the claimant has maintained a
homestead in the municipality for a certain period

of time, as determined by the municipality;

B. Provide benefits for both owners and renters
of homesteads; and

C. Calculate benefits in a way that provides
greater benefits proportionally to claimants with
lower incomes in relation to their property taxes
accrued or rent constituting property taxes ac-
crued.

A program adopted under this section may impose
additional standards of eligibility and procedures, as
long as those standards are established by the munici-
pality by ordinance.

See title page for effective date.






