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RESOLVE, C. 23

Whereas, until recently, as a convenience to the
residents of the State, burn permits were available
online and for free through a 3rd-party provider; and

Whereas, due to a change in interpretation of
policy by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conserva-
tion and Forestry, residents of the State are no longer
able to get free online burn permits; and

Whereas, the burn permits issued online by the
Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
carry a cost of $7 per permit; and

Whereas, in order to restore to the residents of
the State the convenience of obtaining burn permits
online and for no charge, it is necessary that this legis-
lation take effect as soon as possible; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Maine and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, be it

Sec. 1. Department of Agriculture, Con-
servation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry to
allow municipalities to purchase burn permit
software. Resolved: That the Department of Agri-
culture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Forestry
shall allow municipalities to purchase and use burn
permit software sold from a private party to issue burn
permits pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
12, section 9325 if all statutory requirements of issu-
ing burn permits are met by the software.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective July 4, 2017.
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section is limited to that portion of the Forest City
Project that is located within the territorial limits of the
United States; and be it further

Sec. 2. Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission contingency. Resolved: That the De-
partment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife may not
assume ownership of the facility pursuant to section 1
unless the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
issues a written determination that no license issued by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to own or
operate the facility will be required if the State owns
the facility; and be it further

Sec. 3. Operation and maintenance
agreement contingency. Resolved: That the De-
partment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife may not
assume ownership of the facility pursuant to section 1
unless the State and Woodland Pulp LLC execute an
agreement that provides that Woodland Pulp LLC and
its successors will operate and maintain the facility at
the direction of the State and in accordance with all
applicable laws, rules and regulations and prudent
industry practice, except to the extent that Woodland
Pulp LLC or its successors are prevented from doing
so by an unforeseen extraordinary event. The agree-
ment must ensure that Woodland Pulp LLC and its
successors operate and maintain the facility in accor-
dance with the agreement required under this section
at no cost to the State for a period of 15 years from the
date the State acquires the facility; and be it further

Sec. 4. Project management. Resolved:
That the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
shall oversee the management of the facility if the fa-
cility is acquired pursuant to this resolve.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 23
H.P. 1121 - L.D. 1626

Resolve, Authorizing the
Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife To Assume
Ownership of the Forest City
Project

Sec. 1. Forest City Project. Resolved: That,
if the provisions of sections 2 and 3 are met, the De-
partment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is authorized
to assume ownership from Woodland Pulp LLC of that
portion of a dam and water storage project known as
the Forest City Project, together with associated flow-
age rights, easements and related facilities, located on
the East Branch of the St. Croix River in Washington
County and Aroostook County and referred to in this
resolve as "the facility." The authorization under this
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CHAPTER 24
H.P. 853 - L.D. 1231

Resolve, To Assess the Need for
Mental Health Care Services
for Veterans in Maine and To
Establish a Pilot Program To

Provide Case Management

Services to Veterans for Mental

Health Care

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and

Whereas, this legislation establishes a pilot pro-
gram to provide case management services to provide
mental health treatment to veterans; and





