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PUBLIC LAW, C. 477

Maine Community College System - Board of Trus-
tees 0556

Initiative: Provides ongoing funds to support the hiring
of additional nursing faculty and the acquisition of
equipment to create a new cohort of nursing students
at Southern Maine Community College.

GENERAL FUND 2017-18 2018-19
All Other $0 $200,000

GENERAL FUND TOTAL $0 $200,000

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SYSTEM, BOARD OF

TRUSTEES OF THE

MAINE

DEPARTMENT TOTALS 2017-18 2018-19
GENERAL FUND $0 $850,000

DEPARTMENT TOTAL - $0 $850,000

ALL FUNDS

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 477
H.P. 1366 - L.D. 1924

An Act To Improve
Information Sharing Relating
to Investigations of Educators

Mandate preamble. This measure requires one
or more local units of government to expand or modify
activities so as to necessitate additional expenditures
from local revenues but does not provide funding for
at least 90% of those expenditures. Pursuant to the
Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 21, 2/3 of
all of the members elected to each House have deter-
mined it necessary to enact this measure.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §13025, as amended by
PL 2017, c. 235, §29 and affected by §41, is repealed
and the following enacted in its place:

§13025. Investigations

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have

the following meanings.

A. "Boundaries" means the physical, emotional
and social structures that ensure that interactions
with a student have a legitimate academic pur-
0se.
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B. "Covered investigation" means an investiga-
tion by a school entity into the conduct of a holder
of a credential that a school entity has a reasona-
ble expectation would affect the credential hold-
er's employment or contracted service because the
conduct involves alcohol, illegal drugs. physical
abuse, emotional abuse, violating boundaries, in-
appropriate contact between a credential holder
and a student, stalking, or similar behavior that
may endanger the health, safety or welfare of a
student.

C. "School entity" means an approved private
school, school administrative unit, public charter

school, school management and leadership center,
school in the unorganized territory or school oper-

ated by the State.

2. Subpoenas. When conducting an investiga-
tion relating to the credentialing of personnel under
chapter 501 and this chapter and rules of the state

board, the commissioner may issue subpoenas for edu-
cation records relevant to that investigation.

3. Duties of school entities. A school entity
shall notify the department within 15 business days of
the school entity's initiating a covered investigation.
The school entity shall notify the department immedi-
ately if the credential holder is put on administrative
leave, suspended or terminated as part of a covered
investigation. The notification must include the matter
being investigated. Within 5 business days after com-
pletion of a covered investigation, the school entity
shall notify the department in writing of the final out-
come of the investigation, including, but not limited
to, any actions taken, and shall provide to the depart-
ment any final report produced.

4. Duties of department. The department shall
notify school entities in accordance with this subsec-
tion.

A. The department shall notify the superintendent
or chief administrative officer of a school entity
within 15 business days of the department's initi-
ating an investigation into a holder of a credential
who works for the school entity and shall notify
the school entity immediately if the department
takes action on that credential. Within 5 business
days after completion of an investigation, the de-
partment shall notify each school entity for which
the credential holder works of the final outcome
of the investigation, including, but not limited to,
any actions taken, and shall provide to the school
entity any final written decision.

B. Immediately upon receipt from a school entity

of notification pursuant to subsection 3 of a cov-

ered investigation or administrative leave, suspen-
sion or termination, the department shall notify

the superintendent or chief administrative officer
of all other school entities for which the credential




SECOND SPECIAL SESSION - 2017

holder works, as reported to the department under
section 13026, that the credential holder is being
investigated or has been placed on administrative
leave, suspended or terminated as part of a cov-
ered investigation. The department shall notify the
superintendent or chief administrative officer of
each school entity for which the credential holder
works of the final outcome of the covered investi-
gation, including, but not limited to, any actions
taken and any final report produced, upon receipt
of that information from the investigating school

entity.

5. Confidentiality. The department may share
information that is confidential pursuant to section
6101 or 13004 with a school entity in accordance with
subsection 4. A school entity that receives confidential
information shall maintain the confidentiality of that
information in accordance with rules adopted by the
department pursuant to subsection 6.

6. Rules. The commissioner shall adopt rules as
necessary to carry out this section. In adopting rules,

PUBLIC LAW, C. 478

In determining the local assessed value of the exemp-
tion, the assessor shall multiply the amount of the ex-
emption by the ratio of current just value upon which
the assessment is based as furnished in the assessor's
annual return pursuant to section 383. If the title to the
homestead is held by the applicant jointly or in com-
mon with others, the exemption may not exceed
$10,000 of the just value of the homestead, but may be
apportioned among the owners who reside on the
property to the extent of their respective interests. A
municipality responsible for administering the home-
stead exemption has no obligation to create separate
accounts for each partial interest in a homestead
owned jointly or in common.

Sec. 2. 36 MRSA §942, as amended by PL
2009, c. 489, §§2 and 3, is further amended by insert-
ing after the 2nd paragraph a new paragraph to read:

For property that constitutes a homestead for
which a property tax exemption is claimed under sub-

chapter 4-B, the tax collector shall include with the
written notice authorized under this section written

the commissioner shall identify the types of conduct of
which a school entity must notify the department un-

notice to the person named on the tax lien mortgage
that that person may be eligible to file an application

der subsection 3 and shall develop procedures for

for tax abatement under section 841, subsection 2.

school entities to ensure the confidentiality of infor-
mation received pursuant to subsection 5. Rules adopt-

indicating that the municipality, upon request, will
assist the person in requesting an abatement and pro-

ed under this subsection are major substantive rules as
defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

See title page for effective date.

vide information regarding the procedures for making
such a request. The notice must also indicate that the

person may seek assistance from the Department of
Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Con-
sumer Credit Protection regarding options for finding

CHAPTER 478
H.P. 1124 - L.D. 1629

An Act To Protect
Homeowners Affected by Tax
Lien Foreclosure

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 36 MRSA §683, sub-§1, as amended
by PL 2009, c. 213, Pt. YYY, §1 and affected by c.
652, Pt. A, §63, is further amended to read:

1. Exemption amount. Except for assessments
for special benefits, the just value of $10,000 of the
homestead of a permanent resident of this State who
has owned a homestead in this State for the preceding
12 months is exempt from taxation. Notwithstanding
this subsection, a permanent resident of this State who
loses ownership of a homestead in this State due to a
tax lien foreclosure and subsequently regains owner-
ship of the homestead from the municipality that fore-
closed on the tax lien is deemed to have continuously
owned the homestead and may not be determined inel-
igible for the exemption provided in this section due to
the ownership of the homestead by the municipality.
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an advisor who can help the person work with the mu-
nicipality to avoid tax lien foreclosure and provide
information regarding ways to contact the bureau. The
Department of Professional and Financial Regulation,
Bureau of Consumer Credit Protection, by July 15th
annually, shall provide to a statewide organization
representing municipalities information regarding as-
sistance in avoiding tax lien foreclosure to assist mu-
nicipalities in providing the information required in
the notice.

Sec. 3. 36 MRSA §943-C is enacted to read:

§943-C. Sale of homesteads formerly owned by
persons 65 years of age or older

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the con-
trary, after the foreclosure process under sections 942
and 943 or sections 1281 and 1282 is completed and
the right of redemption has expired, if a municipality
chooses to sell property that immediately prior to fore-
closure received a property tax exemption as a home-
stead under subchapter 4-B, the municipal officers or
their designee shall notify the former owner or owners
of the right to require the municipality to use the sale
process under subsection 3 as long as the former own-
er or owners demonstrate that the property meets the
requirements of subsection 1. The notice must be sent






