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SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 2017

Affairs in making the individual unemployability de-
termination. Notwithstanding section 18522, this sub-
section applies to any application for a disability re-
tirement benefit made by a member on or after Octo-
ber 1, 2018.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 385
H.P.37-L.D.51

An Act To Amend the Process
for a Single Municipality To
Withdraw from a Regional
School Unit

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA 81466, sub-84, A, as
enacted by PL 2009, c. 580, 89, is amended to read:

A. The commissioner shall direct the municipal
officers of the petitioning municipality to select
representatives to a withdrawal committee as fol-
lows: one member from the municipal officers,
one member from the general public and one
member from the group filing the petition. The
commissioner shall also direct the directors of the
regional school unit board representing the peti-
tioning municipality to select one member of the
regional school unit board who represents that
municipality to serve on the withdrawal commit-
tee. The municipal officer and the member of the
regional school unit board serve on the with-
drawal committee only so long as they hold their
respective offices. Vacancies must be filled by
the municipal officers and the regional school unit
board. The chair of the regional school unit board
shall call a meeting of the withdrawal committee
within 30 days of the notice of the vote in subsec-
tion 3. The chair of the regional school unit board
shall open the meeting by presiding over the elec-
tion of a chair of the withdrawal committee. The
responsibility for the preparation of the agreement
rests with the withdrawal committee, subject to
the approval of the commissioner. The with-
drawal committee may draw upon the resources of
the department for information not readily avail-
able at the local level and employ competent advi-
sors within the fiscal limit authorized by the vot-
ers. The agreement must be submitted to the
commissioner within 90 days after the withdrawal
committee is formed. Extensions of time may be
granted by the commissioner upon the request of
the withdrawal committee.

(1) The agreement must contain provisions to
provide educational services for all students
of the petitioning municipality within the re-

1151

PUBLIC LAW, C. 385

gional school unit. The agreement must pro-
vide that during the first year following the
withdrawal students may attend the school
they would have attended if the petitioning
municipality had not withdrawn. The allow-
able tuition rate for students sent from one
municipality to another in the former regional
school unit must be determined under section
5805, subsection 1, except that it is not sub-
ject to the state per pupil average limitation in
section 5805, subsection 2.

(2) The agreement must establish that the
withdrawal takes effect at the end of the re-
gional school unit's fiscal year.

(3) The agreement must establish that the
withdrawal will not cause a need within 5
years from the effective date of withdrawal
for school construction projects that would be
eligible for state funds. This limitation does
not apply when a need for school construction
existed prior to the effective date of the with-
drawal or when a need for school construc-
tion would have arisen even if the municipal-
ity had not withdrawn.

(4) The agreement must establish how trans-
portation services will be provided.

(5) The agreement must provide for admini-
stration of the new administrative unit, which
should not include the creation of new super-
visory units if at all possible.

(6) The agreement must make provision for
the distribution of financial commitments
arising from outstanding bonds, notes and any
other contractual obligations that extend be-
yond the proposed date of withdrawal.

(7) The agreement must provide appropri-
ately for the distribution of any outstanding
financial commitments to the superintendent
of the regional school unit.

(8) The agreement must provide for the con-
tinuation and assignment of collective bar-
gaining agreements as they apply to the new
or reorganized regional school unit for the du-
ration of those agreements and must provide
for the continuation of representational rights.

(9) The agreement must provide for the con-
tinuation of continuing contract rights under
section 13201.

(10) The agreement must provide for the dis-
position of all real and personal property and
other monetary assets.

(11) The agreement must provide for the
transition of administration and governance
of the schools to properly elected governing
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bodies of the newly created administrative
unit and must provide that the governing
body may not be elected simultaneously with
the vote on the article to withdraw unless the
commissioner finds there are extenuating cir-
cumstances that necessitate simultaneous
elections.

(12) The agreement must contain provisions
to provide child nutrition services in compli-
ance with state and federal laws at schools
operated by the petitioning municipality.

(13) The agreement must include an antici-
pated budget for the petitioning municipality
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after having been found incompetent to stand trial
must receive notice of the defendant's unconditional
release and discharge from institutional confinement
upon the expiration of the sentence or upon release
from commitment under Title 15, section 101-D or
upon discharge under Title 15, section 104-A and;
must receive notice of any conditional release of the
defendant from institutional confinement, including
probation, supervised release for sex offenders, parole,
furlough, work release, funeral or deathbed visit, su-
pervised community confinement, home release moni-
toring or similar program, administrative release or
release under Title 15, section 104-A; and must re-
ceive notice of the defendant's escape from the De-

for the first year of operation of schools oper-

partment of Corrections, the custody of the Commis-

ated by the petitioning municipality. The

sioner of Health and Human Services or the county jail

budget must include an estimate of all reve-

to which the defendant is committed. For purposes of

nues and expenditures in accordance with the
cost center summary budget format pursuant
to section 1485.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA 81466, sub-85, A, as
enacted by PL 2009, c. 580, 89, is amended to read:

A. The commissioner shall determine the date
upon which the voters of the petitioning munici-
pality must vote upon the agreement submitted to
them. The election must be held as soon as prac-
ticable, and the commissioner shall attempt to set
the date of the vote to coincide with a statewide
election. The commissioner shall set a date that
allows determination of the vote no later than No-
vember 30th of the year prior to the intended July
1st effective operational date for the schools of
the withdrawn municipality.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 386
H.P. 1185 - L.D. 1705

An Act To Strengthen Crime
Victims' Rights
Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 17-A MRSA 81175, as amended by PL
2017, c. 128, 881 to 3, is further amended to read:

81175. Notification of defendant’s release or escape

Upon complying with subsection 1, a victim of a
crime of murder or of a Class A, Class B or Class C
crime or of a Class D crime under chapters 9, 11 and
12 for which the defendant is committed to the De-
partment of Corrections or to a county jail or is com-
mitted to the custody of the Commissioner of Health
and Human Services either under Title 15, section 103
after having been found not criminally responsible by
reason of insanity or under Title 15, section 101-D

this section, "victim" also includes a person who has
obtained under Title 19-A, section 4007 an active pre-
tective protection order or approved consent agree-
ment against the defendant.

1. A victim who wishes to receive notification
must file a request for notification of the defendant's
release or escape with the office of the attorney for the
State. The attorney for the State shall forward this
request form to the Department of Corrections, to the
state mental health institute or to the county jail to
which that defendant is committed. Notwithstanding
this subsection, a victim who wishes to receive notifi-
cation regarding a defendant who is committed to the
Department of Corrections may file a request for noti-
fication of the defendant's release or escape directly
with the Department of Corrections.

2. The Department of Corrections, the state men-
tal health institute or the county jail to which the de-
fendant is committed shall keep the victim's written
request in the file of the defendant and shall notify the
victim by mail of any impending release as soon as the
release date is set or, if the defendant has escaped, by
the quickest means reasonably practicable. This notice
must be mailed to the address provided in the request
or any subsequent address provided by the victim.

3. TFhe If the defendant is being released, the no-
tice required by this section must contain:

A. The name of the defendant;

B. The nature of the release authorized, whether
it is a conditional release, including probation, su-
pervised release for sex offenders, parole, fur-
lough, work release, funeral or deathbed visit, su-
pervised community confinement, home release
monitoring or a similar program, administrative
release or release under Title 15, section 104-A, or
an unconditional release and discharge upon re-
lease from commitment under Title 15, section
101-D or upon the expiration of a sentence or
upon discharge under Title 15, section 104-A;
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