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renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of 
the contract date. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 344 
 H.P. 1011 - L.D. 1472 

An Act To Lower the Costs of 
Broadband Service by  

Coordinating the Installation 
of Broadband Infrastructure 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §2503, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6, is amended to 
read: 

2.  Notice.  The applicant may give public notice 
of the application by publishing its description of the 
proposed facility once in a newspaper circulated in the 
municipality or municipalities encompassing the limits 
of the proposed location.  The applicant shall send a 
copy of any application filed with the Department of 
Transportation to the municipal clerk of each munici-
pality in which the facilities are located, or to the clerk 
of the county commissioners in the case of facilities 
within an unorganized township, except that the appli-
cant may, without publication of its application, place 
its facility described in its application on receipt of a 
permit from the licensing authority as may be other-
wise provided.  If a proposed facility is located under-
ground and is in excess of 500 feet in length, the ap-
plicant shall, within 5 business days of submitting an 
application to the applicable licensing authority, pro-
vide the ConnectME Authority established in Title 5, 
section 12004-G, subsection 33-F a notice that in-
cludes a description and the location of the proposed 
facility. 

Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §9204-A, sub-§6-A is 
enacted to read: 

6-A.  Notice of construction.  The authority shall 
disseminate information about a proposed under-
ground facility that it receives in accordance with sec-
tion 2503, subsection 2 in a manner that is accessible 
to all parties that may be interested in installing a 
broadband conduit in the area of the proposed under-
ground facility. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 345 
 H.P. 1092 - L.D. 1588 

An Act To Maintain Access to 
Property on Discontinued 

Roads 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §3026-A, sub-§1, as en-
acted by PL 2015, c. 464, §5, is amended to read: 

1.  Notification of discontinuance to abutting 
property owners.  The municipal officers shall give 
best practicable notice to all abutting property owners 
of a proposed discontinuance of a town way or public 
easement.  As used in this subsection, "best practicable 
notice" means, at minimum, the mailing by the United 
States Postal Service, postage prepaid, first class, of 
notice to abutting property owners whose addresses 
appear in the assessment records of the municipality. 

A.  For a proposed discontinuance of a town way, 
the notice must include information regarding the 
potential discontinuance or retention of a public 
easement, including maintenance obligations for 
and the right of access to the way under the dis-
continuance or retention of a public easement, and 
information regarding the rights of abutting prop-
erty owners to enter into agreements regarding 
maintenance of and access to the discontinued 
way. 

B.  For a proposed discontinuance of a town way 
that is abutted by property not otherwise accessi-
ble by a public way, the notice must include in-
formation, in addition to the information required 
in paragraph A, regarding the right of abutting 
property owners to create private easements and 
the municipal requirements under subsection 1-A. 

Paragraphs A and B apply to town ways that are not 
discontinued as of October 1, 2018. 

As used in this subsection, "best practicable notice" 
means, at minimum, the mailing by the United States 
Postal Service, postage prepaid, first class, of notice to 
abutting property owners whose addresses appear in 
the assessment records of the municipality. 

Sec. 2.  23 MRSA §3026-A, sub-§1-A is en-
acted to read: 

1-A.  Discontinuance after October 1, 2018 of a 
town way with abutting property not otherwise 
accessible.  A municipality may not discontinue a 
town way that is not discontinued as of October 1, 
2018 pursuant to this section if that town way is abut-
ted by property not otherwise accessible by a public 
way, unless the municipal officers have complied with 
this subsection.  




