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4.  Agreements.  All agreements between the in-
terstate commission and the member states are binding 
in accordance with their terms.

5.  Constitutional limits.  In the event any provi-
sion of the compact exceeds the constitutional limits 
imposed on the legislature of any member state, that 
provision is ineffective to the extent of the conflict 
with the constitutional provision in question in that 
member state.

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 254
 H.P. 1082 - L.D. 1571 

An Act To Amend the Election 
Laws Relating to Party  

Qualification
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §301, sub-§1, ¶E, as 
enacted by PL 2009, c. 426, §2, is amended to read: 

E.  At least 10,000 voters enrolled in the party 
voted in the last general election, except that a 
qualified party does not have to meet this enroll-
ment until the 2nd general election after it has 
qualified and thereafter.
Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §303, sub-§2, as 

amended by PL 2013, c. 131, §11, is further amended 
to read: 

2.  Enrollment of voters.  Within 5 business days 
after the declaration of intent required in subsection 1 
is filed, the Secretary of State shall certify whether the 
application meets the requirements of subsection 1 
and, if so, notify the applicants that they may enroll 
voters in the proposed party under sections 141 to 145.  
On or before December 1st January 2nd of the odd-
numbered next even-numbered year following the 
filing of the application under subsection 1, the appli-
cants must file a certification with the Secretary of 
State, on a form designed by the Secretary of State, 
that they have at least 5,000 voters enrolled in the pro-
posed party. The Secretary of State shall verify the 
proposed party's enrollment figures within 5 15 busi-
ness days of receiving the proposed party's certifica-
tion and notify the applicants whether the proposed 
party has met the requirements to participate in a pri-
mary election in the subsequent even-numbered year.  
A determination by the Secretary of State that the 
party has not met these requirements may be chal-
lenged pursuant to section 303-A.

Sec. 3.  21-A MRSA §303-A is enacted to 
read:

§303-A.  Challenge to denial of party qualification
If the Secretary of State determines that a party 

has not met the requirements to qualify as a party pur-
suant to section 303, the proposed party may challenge 
that determination. The procedure for challenging the 
determination is as follows.

1.  Challenge.  A challenge under this section 
must be in writing, signed by the voters who signed 
the declaration of intent to form a party by enrollment, 
and must set forth the reasons for the challenge.  The 
challenge may include a request for copies of voter 
registration and enrollment or change of enrollment 
applications that were rejected by municipal registrars 
from up to 15 named municipalities.  The challenge 
must be filed in the office of the Secretary of State 
before 5 p.m. on the 5th business day after the party 
receives the secretary's determination.

2.  Notification.  Within 5 business days of re-
ceiving a properly filed challenge under subsection 1, 
the Secretary of State shall notify the municipalities 
listed by the challenger and direct the municipal offi-
cials of those municipalities to submit copies of the 
rejected voter registration and enrollment or change of 
enrollment applications if requested under subsection 
1 to the Secretary of State within 5 business days.

3.  Public hearing.  Within 15 business days after 
receipt of a properly filed challenge under subsection 
1, and after providing due notice of the hearing to the 
challenger, the Secretary of State shall hold a public 
hearing on the challenge.  The hearing must be held in 
accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure 
Act.  The challenger has the burden of providing suffi-
cient evidence to establish that the party did enroll a 
minimum of 5,000 voters by the applicable deadline 
pursuant to section 303.

4.  Ruling.  The Secretary of State shall rule on 
the validity of any challenge within 5 business days 
after the completion of the hearing described in sub-
section 3.

5.  Appeal of Secretary of State's determina-
tion.  A challenger may appeal the determination of 
the Secretary of State under subsection 4 by commenc-
ing an action in the Superior Court.  This action must 
be conducted in accordance with the Maine Rules of 
Civil Procedure, Rule 80C, except as modified by this 
section.  This action must be commenced within 5 
business days of the date of the determination of the 
Secretary of State. Upon timely application, a person 
may intervene in this action if the person claims an 
interest relating to the subject matter of the petitions, 
unless the person's interest is adequately represented 
by existing parties.  The court shall issue a written 
decision containing its findings of fact and conclusions 
of law and setting forth the reasons for its decision 
within 20 days of the date of the determination of the 
Secretary of State.
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6.  Appeal of Superior Court decision.  A chal-
lenger may appeal the decision of the Superior Court 
under subsection 5, on questions of law, by filing a 
notice of appeal within 3 days of that decision. The 
record on appeal must be transmitted to the Law Court 
within 3 days after notice of appeal is filed. After fil-
ing notice of appeal, the parties have 4 days to file 
briefs and appendices with the clerk of courts. As soon 
as the record and briefs have been filed, the court shall 
immediately consider the case. The court shall issue its 
decision within 14 days of the date of the decision of 
the Superior Court.

Sec. 4.  Retroactivity.  Sections 1 and 2 of this 
Act apply retroactively to November 1, 2016 and ap-
ply to any party whose nominee for President of the 
United States appeared on the ballot at the general 
election on November 8, 2016. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 255
 H.P. 1127 - L.D. 1634 

An Act To Update the
Scheduling Guidelines for

Review of Agencies or  
Independent Agencies under 

the State Government
Evaluation Act 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  3 MRSA §959, sub-§1, ¶P, as 
amended by PL 2013, c. 505, §1, is further amended to 
read:

P.  The joint standing committee of the Legisla-
ture having jurisdiction over utilities and energy 
matters shall use the following list as a guideline 
for scheduling reviews: 

(1)  Public Advocate in 2015 2019;
(2)  Board of Directors, Maine Municipal and 
Rural Electrification Cooperative Agency in 
2015; 
(3)  Public Utilities Commission, including 
the Emergency Services Communication Bu-
reau, in 2015 2021; and 
(5)  Telecommunications Relay Services Ad-
visory Council in 2015 2017.

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 256
 H.P. 250 - L.D. 336 

An Act To Amend the  
Requirements of the  

Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families Program 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3762, sub-§3, as amended 
by PL 2015, c. 267, Pt. RRRR, §2, is further amended 
to read: 

3.  Administration.  The department may admin-
ister and operate a program of aid to needy dependent 
children, called "Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families" or "TANF," who are deprived of support or 
care due to the death, continued absence, physical or 
mental incapacity of a parent or the unemployment or 
underemployment of the principal wage earner in ac-
cordance with the United States Social Security Act, 
as amended by PRWORA and DRA, and this Title. 

A.  The department shall adopt rules as necessary 
to implement and administer the program.  The 
rules must include eligibility criteria, budgeting 
process, benefit calculation and confidentiality.  
The confidentiality rules must ensure that confi-
dentiality is maintained for TANF recipients at 
least to the same extent that confidentiality was 
maintained for families in the Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children program unless other-
wise required by federal law or regulation. 
B.  The department may use funds, insofar as re-
sources permit, provided under and in accordance 
with the United States Social Security Act or state 
funds appropriated for this purpose or a combina-
tion of state and federal funds to provide assis-
tance to families under this chapter.  In addition to 
assistance for families described in this subsec-
tion, funds must be expended for the following 
purposes: 

(1)  To continue the pass-through of the first 
$50 per month of current child support collec-
tions and the exclusion of the $50 pass-
through from the budget tests and benefit cal-
culations; 
(2)  To provide financial assistance to non-
citizens legally admitted to the United States 
who are receiving assistance under this sub-
section as of July 1, 2011.  Recipients of as-
sistance under this subparagraph are limited 
to the categories of noncitizens who would be 
eligible for the TANF programs but for their 
status as aliens under PRWORA.  Eligibility 
for the TANF program for these categories of 
noncitizens must be determined using the cri-




