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B.  In the case of a policy renewal, if a change has 
been made in the regulated insurance entity's in-
formation practices, the notice must be provided 
no later than the policy renewal date, unless: 

(1)  Personal information is collected only 
from the policyholder or from public records; 
or
(2)  A notice meeting the requirements of this 
section has been given within the previous 24 
months. 

C.  In the case of a policy reinstatement or change 
in insurance benefits, if a change has been made 
in the regulated insurance entity's information 
practices, the notice must be provided no later 
than the time the request for reinstatement or 
change in benefits is received by the carrier, 
unless personal information is collected only from 
the policyholder or from public records. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 37
 H.P. 139 - L.D. 183 

An Act Requiring the Use of 
the Electronic Death  
Registration System 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §2847, as enacted by PL 
2011, c. 371, §2, is amended to read: 
§2847.  Electronic death registration system

Beginning July 1, 2012, a certificate of death re-
quired to be filed by any A person authorized under to 
complete or file a certificate of death pursuant to sec-
tion 2842 pursuant to this chapter may be filed using
shall use the electronic death registration system main-
tained by the State Registrar of Vital Statistics.  This 
section does not apply to an authorized person under 
section 2846. The State Registrar of Vital Statistics 
shall adopt rules to carry out the purposes of this sec-
tion. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine 
technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, sub-
chapter 2-A. 

Sec. 2.  Effective date.  This Act takes effect 
July 1, 2018. 

Effective July 1, 2018. 

CHAPTER 38
 S.P. 69 - L.D. 223 

An Act To Ensure the Timely 
Final Disposition of Human 

Remains
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §2843-A, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 2011, c. 387, §1, is further amended to 
read:

2.  Custody and control generally.  The custody 
and control of the remains of deceased residents of this 
State, dead bodies or dead human bodies are governed 
by the following provisions in the following order of 
priority: 

A.  If the subject has designated another person to 
have custody and control in a written and signed 
document, custody and control belong to that des-
ignated person; 
B.  If the subject has not left a written and signed 
document designating a person to have custody 
and control, or if the person designated by the 
subject refuses custody and control, custody and 
control belong to the next of kin; and 
C.  If the next of kin is 2 or more persons with the 
same relationship to the subject, the majority of 
the next of kin have custody and control.  If the 
next of kin can not, by majority vote, make a de-
cision regarding the subject's remains, the court 
shall make the decision upon petition under sub-
section 4, paragraph D. 

If a person who has the right of custody and control 
under this subsection does not exercise the rights and 
responsibilities of custody and control within 4 days 
after the death of the subject, custody and control be-
long to a person from the next lower level of priority 
as established in paragraphs A to C. 
If a person who has custody and control under this 
subsection does not complete decision making regard-
ing final disposition within 30 days after taking cus-
tody and control, a funeral director or practitioner of 
funeral service who has physical possession of the 
remains or dead body may bury the remains or dead 
body at the expense of the funeral director or practi-
tioner.
A person who has been charged with murder, as de-
scribed in Title 17-A, section 201, or manslaughter, as 
described in Title 17-A, section 203, subsection 1, 
paragraph B, forfeits the right of custody and control 
provided under this subsection; and a funeral director 
or practitioner of funeral service who is aware of the 
charges may not release the remains or a dead body to 
that person who has been charged with murder or 




