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PUBLIC LAW, C. 498

D. Rabies vaccinations for pets;

E. Recording the times, reasons and numbers of
children involved when more than 12 children are
cared for;

F. Ongoing training for providers on health and
safety issues, including training on communicable
diseases. This training must be offered at times
that are convenient to the providers;

G. Child to staff ratios;
H. Health and safety of the children and staff;

I. Procedures for waivers of rules and for suspen-
sion and revocation of certification; and

J. The age, criminal record and personal history
of the family child care provider, staff and mem-
bers of the household-; and

K. Requiring a criminal background check for:
(1) The family child care provider;

(2) Each child care staff member whose ac-
tivities _involve the care or supervision of
children; and

(3) Each adult who has unsupervised access
to children who are cared for or supervised by
the family child care provider.

The criminal background check must meet the re-
guirements of 42 United States Code, Section
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suant to section 4, to the First Regular Session of the
128th Legislature to implement the criminal back-
ground checks required by 42 United States Code,
Section 9858f(b). In developing the bill, the commit-
tee shall take into account the concerns of child care
providers, including but not limited to employment
needs while waiting for background check results, and
shall explore options, including the application of fed-
eral grant funds, to defray all or some of the initial and
ongoing additional costs.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when
approved.

Effective April 29, 2016.

CHAPTER 498
S.P.519-L.D. 1398

An Act To Reduce Electric
Rates for Maine Businesses

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA 810109, sub-83-A is
enacted to read:

3-A. Payments. The trust shall transfer to the
commission $3,000,000 per vear during fiscal years

9858f(b).

Rules adopted pursuant to paragraphs A to F are rou-
tine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter 2-A and rules adopted pursuant to para-
graphs G to 4 K are major substantive rules pursuant to
Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Sec. 4. Department of Health and Human
Services; adoption of rules. The Department of
Health and Human Services shall adopt rules required
by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section
8302-A, subsections 1 and 2 to require criminal back-
ground checks for all providers of care and staff mem-
bers of child care facilities and family child care pro-
viders, to be effective September 1, 2017. The rules
must be provisionally adopted and submitted to the
Legislature for review by the joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary
matters no later than January 12, 2017. The depart-
ment may submit to the committee recommendations
for legislation to support the rules to implement
changes in criminal background checks in a manner
that is effective for the department and child care fa-
cilities and family child care providers.

Sec. 5. Implementing legislation. The joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdic-
tion over judiciary matters may submit a bill, includ-
ing recommendations provided by the department pur-

2016-17, 2017-18 and 2018-19 to be used by the
commission for disbursements to affected customers.
Affected customers who use the disbursement toward
an efficiency measure approved by the trust in the fis-
cal year in which it is received must receive $1 of as-
sistance from the trust for every $3 that is applied by
the affected customer toward the cost of the approved
efficiency measure as long as the total of assistance
from the trust and the disbursement allocated by the
commission under this subsection for that customer for
that fiscal year does not exceed 65% of the total meas-
ure cost.

For the purposes of this subsection, "affected cus-
tomer" means a customer who is not primarily in the
business of selling electricity, is receiving service at a
transmission or_subtransmission voltage level as de-
fined in section 10110, subsection 6 within the electri-
cal utility transmission system administered by an in-
dependent system operator of the New England bulk
power system or a successor organization and is an
energy-intensive_manufacturer, as defined in reports
prepared by the U.S. Energy Information Administra-
tion. The commission may also determine that a
manufacturer not defined as an energy-intensive
manufacturer in reports prepared by the U.S. Energy
Information Administration is an affected customer if
that manufacturer meets the other requirements of the
definition under this subsection.
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A. No later than November 1st of each applicable
fiscal year, the commission shall direct funds to-
taling $3,000,000 per vyear during fiscal years
2016-17, 2017-18 and 2018-19 to be disbursed for
the benefit of affected customers in proportion to
their retail purchase of electricity as measured in
kilowatt-hours for the prior calendar year.

B. During fiscal years 2016-17, 2017-18 and
2018-19, an affected customer who receives a
disbursement under this subsection is not eligible
to receive financial or other assistance from the
trust fund established in this section except as al-
lowed under this subsection. This ineligibility
does not apply to any trust program opportunity
notices issued before July 1, 2016.

C. The commission shall include in its annual re-
port pursuant to section 120, subsection 7 to the
oint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over public utilities matters a descrip-
tion of the commission's activities in carrying out
the requirements of this subsection, a list of af-
fected customers receiving disbursements, a list of
those who elected to use the disbursements toward
efficiency measures and the results of the activi-
ties under this subsection.

Sec. 2. 35-A MRSA 810109, sub-84, as
amended by PL 2013, c. 369, Pt. A, 8814 to 17, is fur-
ther amended to read:

4. Expenditures; projects. Fhe Except for
transfers required under subsection 3-A and other
costs authorized in accordance with this chapter, funds
in the trust fund must be expended in accordance with
this subsection.

A

The trust
shall allocate 50% of the funds for residentia
programs and 50% for commercial and industrial
programs.  Trust funds
years must be allocated for measures, invest-
ments, loans, technical assistance and arrange-
ments that reduce electricity consumption, in-
crease energy efficiency or reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and lower energy costs at commercial
or industrial facilities; and 35%-ef-the—funds—re-

be—used for investment in measures that lower
residential heating energy demand and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. The measures that
lower residential heating demand must be fuel-
neutral and may include, but are not limited to,
energy efficiency improvements to residential
buildings and upgrades to efficient heating sys-
tems that will reduce residential energy costs and
greenhouse gas emissions, as determined by the
board. The trust shall transfer—to-the-commission

15%of funds—received-bythe-trust-fund-during

1277

PUBLIC LAW, C. 498

cionchalldi cionanddi
thuti Hiti - i - i. |

Maine—economy ensure that measures to reduce

he cost of residential heating are available for
ow-income households as defined by the trust.
When promoting electricity cost and consumption
reduction, the trust may consider measures at
commercial and industrial facilities that also
lower peak capacity demand. Subject to the ap-
portionment pursuant to this subsection, the trust
shall fund conservation programs that give prior-
ity to measures with the highest benefit-to-cost ra-
tio, as long as cost-effective collateral efficiency
opportunities are not lost, and that:

(1) Reliably reduce greenhouse gas produc-
tion and heating energy costs by fossil fuel
combustion in the State at the lowest cost in
funds from the trust fund per unit of emis-
sions; or

(2) Reliably

trieity increase the efficiency with which en-
ergy in the State is consumed at the lowest
cost in funds from the trust fund per kilewatt-
heur unit of energy saved.

B. Expenditures from the trust fund relating to
conservation of electricity and mitigation or re-
duction of greenhouse gases must be made pre-
dominantly on the basis of a competitive bid
process for long-term contracts, subject to rules
adopted by the board under section 10105. Rules
adopted by the board to implement the competi-
tive bid process under this paragraph may not in-
clude an avoided cost methodology for compen-
sating successful bidders. Bidders may propose
contracts designed to produce greenhouse gas sav-
ings or electricity conservation savings, or both,
on a unit cost basis. Contracts must be commer-
cially reasonable and may require liquidated dam-
ages to ensure performance. Contracts must pro-
vide sufficient certainty of payment to enable
commercial financing of the conservation measure
purchased and its installation.

C. The board may target bid competitions in ar-
eas or to participants as they consider necessary,
as long as the requirements of paragraph A are
satisfied.

D. Community-based renewable energy projects,
as defined in section 3602, subsection 1, may ap-
ply for funding from the trust to the extent they
are eligible under paragraph A.

E. The size of a project funded by the trust fund
is not limited as long as funds are awarded to
maximize energy efficiency and support green-
house gas reductions and to fully implement the
triennial plan.
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F. No more than $800,000 of trust fund receipts
in any one year may be used for the costs of ad-
ministering the trust fund pursuant to this section.
The limit on administrative costs established in
this paragraph does not apply to the following
costs that may be funded by the trust fund:

(1) Costs of the Department of Environ-
mental Protection for participating in the re-
gional organization as defined in Title 38,
section 580-A, subsection 20 and for adminis-
tering the allowance auction under Title 38,
chapter 3-B; and

(2) Costs of the Attorney General for activi-
ties pertaining to the tracking and monitoring
of allowance trading activity and managing
and evaluating the trust's funding of conser-
vation programs.

G. In order to minimize administrative costs and
maximize program participation and effective-
ness, the trustees shall, to the greatest extent fea-
sible, coordinate the delivery of and make com-
plementary the energy efficiency programs under
this section and other programs under this chapter.

H. The trust shall consider delivery of efficiency
programs by means of contracts with service pro-
viders that participate in competitive bid proc-
esses for reducing energy consumption within in-
dividual market segments or for particular end
uses.

I. A trade association aggregator is eligible to
participate in competitive bid processes under this
subsection.

J. Trust fund receipts must, upon request by the
Department of Environmental Protection, fund re-
search approved by the Department of Environ-
mental Protection in an amount of up to $100,000
per year to develop new categories for carbon di-
oxide emissions offset projects, as defined in Title
38, section 580-A, subsection 6, that are located in
the State. Expenditures on research pursuant to
this paragraph are not considered administrative
costs under paragraph F, subparagraph (1).

Sec. 3. Initial disbursement proceeding.
The Public Utilities Commission shall conduct an ex-
pedited proceeding to determine the initial allocation
of disbursements to each affected customer, as defined
in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section
10109, subsection 3-A, allowed under that subsection.
The commission must direct the initial distribution of
funds to the benefit of such customers no later than
November 1, 2016.

Sec. 4. Appropriations and allocations.
The following appropriations and allocations are
made.

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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Public Utilities - Administrative Division 0184

Initiative: Provides an allocation of $3,000,000 to
make disbursements to certain affected customers.

OTHER SPECIAL 2015-16 2016-17
REVENUE FUNDS

All Other $0 $3,000,000
OTHER SPECIAL $0 $3,000,000

REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 499
H.P. 875 - L.D. 1279

An Act To Authorize Advance
Deposit Wagering for Horse
Racing

Be it enacted by the People of the State of
Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 8 MRSA 81001, sub-881-A and 1-B
are enacted to read:

1-A. Advance deposit wagering. "Advance de-
posit wagering” means a form of pari-mutuel wagering
on harness or thoroughbred races in which wagers are
made by telephone, via electronic device or in person
and the bettor deposits funds in a wagering account
administered by an advance deposit wagering licensee
from which the advance deposit wagering licensee
makes wagers on behalf of the bettor and to which the
advance deposit wagering licensee deposits money
from winning wagers awarded to the bettor.

1-B. Advance deposit wagering licensee. "Ad-
vance deposit wagering licensee" means a person tha
is chosen by competitive bid and licensed by the board
pursuant to subchapter 7 to conduct advance deposit

wagering.

Sec. 2. 8 MRSA 81001, sub-829-C is enacted
to read:

29-C. Net commission. "Net commission"
means the amount of wagers placed via advance de-
posit wagering after payment of money from winning
wagers to winning bettors less a percentage paid to the
board for administrative expenses of the board and less
an amount retained by the advance deposit wagering
licensee.

Sec. 3. 8 MRSA 81003, sub-81, 1J, as
amended by PL 2011, c. 469, 81, is further amended to
read:

J.  Negotiate consent agreements to resolve ad-
ministrative violations or investigations; and
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