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Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and en-
ergy matters by December 15, 2016.  The committee 
may report out a bill relating to provider of last resort 
service to the First Regular Session of the 128th Legis-
lature. 

Sec. 9.  Commission's annual report.  
Through 2022, the Public Utilities Commission shall 
include in its annual report pursuant to the Maine Re-
vised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 120, subsection 7 
information on provider of last resort service, includ-
ing in which municipalities the obligation to provide 
provider of last resort service has ceased pursuant to 
Title 35-A, section 7221, subsection 4, paragraph B; 
the municipalities in which the commission granted 
approval of a petition in accordance with Title 35-A, 
section 7221, subsection 5; the municipalities, if any, 
in which the commission approved the discontinuance, 
reduction or impairment of service under Title 35-A, 
section 7221, subsection 6; and any complaints the 
commission may have received regarding the costs of 
or a lack of access to reliable basic telephone service 
in municipalities from which the provider of last resort 
service obligation has been removed. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 463 
 S.P. 573 - L.D. 1475 

An Act To Facilitate the Use of 
State Education Subsidies 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-
solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, the changes made by this legislation 
could affect budget meetings of regional school units 
and town budgets; and 

Whereas, it is necessary that this legislation take 
effect prior to the expiration of the 90-day period to 
allow towns to benefit from the legislation during the 
next annual budget process; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §1485, sub-§5 is enacted 
to read: 

5.  Additional state subsidy.  The warrant pre-
sented to the legislative body of the regional school 

unit at a regional school unit budget meeting may in-
clude an article or articles providing that, in the event 
that the regional school unit receives more state educa-
tion subsidy than the amount included in its budget, 
the regional school unit board is authorized to use all 
or part of the additional subsidy to: 

A.  Increase expenditures for school purposes in 
cost center categories approved by the regional 
school unit board.  If that article is approved by 
the voters at the budget meeting, the regional 
school unit board may increase expenditures for 
school purposes in cost center categories ap-
proved by the regional school unit board as pro-
vided in the article, without holding a special 
budget meeting and budget validation referendum; 

B.  Increase the allocation of finances in a reserve 
fund. If that article is approved by the voters at the 
budget meeting, the regional school unit board 
may increase the allocation of finances for a re-
serve fund approved by the regional school unit 
board as provided in the article, without holding a 
special budget meeting and budget validation ref-
erendum; or 

C.  Decrease the local cost share expectation, as 
defined in section 15671-A, subsection 1, para-
graph B, for local property taxpayers for funding 
public education. If that article is approved by the 
voters at the budget meeting, the regional school 
unit board may decrease the local cost share ex-
pectation for local property taxpayers approved by 
the regional school unit board as provided in the 
article, without holding a special budget meeting 
and budget validation referendum. 

Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §1486, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 2009, c. 571, Pt. QQQ, §2, is further 
amended to read: 

2.  Validation referendum procedures.  The 
budget validation referendum must be held on or be-
fore the 30th calendar day following the scheduled 
date of the regional school unit budget meeting.  The 
referendum may not be held on a Sunday or legal holi-
day.  The vote at referendum is for the purpose of ap-
proving or rejecting the total regional school unit 
budget approved at the regional school unit budget 
meeting.  The regional school unit board shall provide 
printed information to be displayed at polling places to 
assist voters in voting.  That information is limited to 
the total amounts proposed by the regional school unit 
board for each cost center summary budget category 
article, the amount approved at the regional school 
unit budget meeting, a summary of the total authorized 
expenditures and, if applicable because of action on an 
article under section 15690, subsection 3, paragraph A, 
a statement that the amount approved at the regional 
school unit budget meeting includes locally raised 
funds that exceed the maximum state and local spend-



P U B L I C  L A W,   C .  4 6 4   S E C O N D  R E G U L A R  S E S SI O N  -  201 5  

1190 

ing target pursuant to section 15671-A, subsection 5.  
If the legislative body of the regional school unit at the 
regional school unit budget meeting approves an arti-
cle pursuant to section 1485, subsection 5, the sub-
stance of the article must be included in the printed 
information displayed at polling places for the budget 
validation referendum. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective April 13, 2016. 

CHAPTER 464 
 H.P. 903 - L.D. 1325 

An Act To Ensure a Public 
Process When Discontinuing or 

Abandoning a Public Road 
Mandate preamble. This measure requires one 

or more local units of government to expand or modify 
activities so as to necessitate additional expenditures 
from local revenues but does not provide funding for 
at least 90% of those expenditures.  Pursuant to the 
Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 21, 2/3 of 
all of the members elected to each House have deter-
mined it necessary to enact this measure. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  23 MRSA §2060, sub-§2, as enacted 
by PL 1999, c. 188, §2, is amended to read: 

2.  Effect and exceptions.  Upon discontinuance, 
all interests of the county or municipality pass to the 
abutting property owners to the center of the way, in-
cluding any public easement, in accordance with sec-
tion 3026 3026-A.  When the Department of Transpor-
tation is an abutting owner, then the interests in the 
way pass to the property owner opposite the depart-
ment's ownership in accordance with a plan showing 
the right-of-way line established for the new highway 
location by the department.  The plan must be refer-
enced in the order of discontinuance. 

Sec. 2.  23 MRSA §3021, sub-§1-A is enacted 
to read: 

1-A.  Municipal legislative body.  "Municipal 
legislative body" has the same meaning as in Title 
30-A, section 2001, subsection 9. 

Sec. 3.  23 MRSA §3021, sub-§2, as enacted 
by PL 1975, c. 711, §8, is amended to read: 

2.  Public easement. "Public easement" means an 
easement held by a municipality for purposes of public 
access to land or water not otherwise connected to a 
public way, and includes all rights enjoyed by the pub-

lic with respect to private ways created by statute prior 
to the effective date of this Act July 29, 1976. Private 
ways created pursuant to former sections 3001 and 
3004 prior to the effective date of this Act July 29, 
1976 are public easements. 

Sec. 4.  23 MRSA §3026, as repealed and re-
placed by PL 1981, c. 683, §1, is repealed. 

Sec. 5.  23 MRSA §3026-A is enacted to read: 

§3026-A.  Discontinuance of town ways 

A municipality may terminate in whole or in part 
any interests held by it for highway purposes.  A mu-
nicipality discontinuing a town way or public ease-
ment in this State must meet the following require-
ments. 

1.  Notification of discontinuance to abutting 
property owners.  The municipal officers shall give 
best practicable notice to all abutting property owners 
of a proposed discontinuance of a town way or public 
easement.  As used in this subsection, "best practicable 
notice" means, at minimum, the mailing by the United 
States Postal Service, postage prepaid, first class, of 
notice to abutting property owners whose addresses 
appear in the assessment records of the municipality. 

2.  Municipal officers meet to discuss proposed 
discontinuance and file order of discontinuance.  
The municipal officers shall discuss a proposed dis-
continuance of a town way or public easement at a 
public meeting and file an order of discontinuance 
with the municipal clerk that specifies: 

A.  The location of the town way or public ease-
ment; 

B.  The names of abutting property owners; 

C.  The amount of damages, if any, determined by 
the municipal officers to be paid to each abutting 
property owner; and 

D.  Whether or not a public easement is retained. 

If a proposal includes the discontinuance of a public 
easement, that must be stated explicitly in the order of 
discontinuance; otherwise, the public easement is re-
tained.  If a public easement is retained, all other inter-
ests of the municipality in the discontinued way, if 
any, pass to abutting property owners to the center of 
the way.  If a public easement is not retained, all inter-
ests of the municipality in the discontinued way pass 
to abutting property owners to the center of the way. 

3.  Public hearing.  The municipal officers shall 
hold a public hearing on the order of discontinuance of 
a town way or public easement filed pursuant to sub-
section 2. 

4.  Approval of order of discontinuance and 
damage awards.  Ten or more business days after the 
public hearing pursuant to subsection 3, the municipal 




