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F.  Having any direct or indirect contact with the 
plaintiff.; or 

Sec. 13.  19-A MRSA §4006, sub-§5, ¶G is 
enacted to read: 

G.  Destroying, transferring or tampering with the 
plaintiff's passport or other immigration document 
in the defendant's possession. 

Sec. 14.  19-A MRSA §4007, sub-§1, ¶M, as 
amended by PL 2005, c. 510, §11, is further amended 
to read: 

M.  Entering any other orders determined neces-
sary or appropriate in the discretion of the court; 
or 

Sec. 15.  19-A MRSA §4007, sub-§1, ¶N, as 
enacted by PL 2005, c. 510, §12, is amended to read: 

N.  Directing the care, custody or control of any 
animal owned, possessed, leased, kept or held by 
either party or a minor child residing in the 
household.; or 

Sec. 16.  19-A MRSA §4007, sub-§1, ¶O is 
enacted to read: 

O.  With regard to conduct described as aggra-
vated sex trafficking or sex trafficking as de-
scribed in Title 17-A, section 852 or 853, respec-
tively, entering any other orders determined nec-
essary or appropriate in the discretion of the court, 
including, but not limited to, requiring the defen-
dant to pay economic damages related to the re-
turn or restoration of the plaintiff's passport or 
other immigration document and any debts of the 
plaintiff arising from the trafficking relationship. 

Sec. 17.  19-A MRSA §4011, sub-§2, as 
amended by PL 2011, c. 178, §1, is further amended to 
read: 

2.  Exception.  When the only provision that is 
violated concerns relief authorized under section 4007, 
subsection 1, paragraph F or F-1 or section 4007, sub-
section 1, paragraphs H to N O, the violation must be 
treated as contempt and punished in accordance with 
law. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 444 
 H.P. 1043 - L.D. 1518 

An Act To Ensure Children in 
the Care of Caretaker  
Relatives and Other  

Surrogates Can Access Health 
Care 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §1501, sub-§§1-A and 
4 are enacted to read: 

1-A.  Health care.  "Health care" means any care, 
treatment, service or procedure to maintain, diagnose 
or otherwise affect an individual's physical or mental 
condition. 

4.  Surrogate.  "Surrogate" means: 

A.  An adult who is not a parent or legal guardian 
but who is related to a minor by blood, marriage 
or adoption and with whom the minor resides and 
from whom the minor receives the ongoing care 
and support expected of a parent.  "Surrogate" 
does not include a person to whom a parent has 
delegated parental authority to consent to the mi-
nor's medical treatment through a power of attor-
ney or other written instrument; or 

B.  If an adult relative described in paragraph A 
does not exist, an adult to whom a parent or legal 
guardian has not delegated parental authority 
through a power of attorney or other written in-
strument with whom the minor resides and from 
whom the minor receives the ongoing care and 
support expected of a parent. 

Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §1503-A is enacted to read: 

§1503-A.  Authority for consent by a surrogate 

1.  Consent by a surrogate; notice of need for 
health care.  A surrogate may give consent for health 
care for a minor except that a surrogate may not with-
hold or withdraw life-sustaining treatment or deny 
surgery, procedures or other interventions that are life-
saving and medically necessary.  The existence of a 
surrogate does not affect the ability of a minor to give 
consent as otherwise provided by law.  Before the sur-
rogate may give consent, the surrogate must make a 
reasonable good faith attempt to inform the minor's 
parents or legal guardian of the minor's need for health 
care and the parents' right to make those decisions.  If 
parental notification is not required by other provi-
sions of law, the surrogate is not required to inform or 
attempt to inform the minor's parents or legal guard-
ian. 

2.  Notice of health care received.  Unless paren-
tal notification is not required by other provisions of 
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law, a surrogate giving consent pursuant to subsection 
1 shall make a reasonable good faith attempt to inform 
the minor's parents or legal guardian of the health care 
that the minor received.  A health care practitioner or 
health care provider who provides health care pursuant 
to this section shall inform the minor's surrogate of 
this obligation.  The sending of correspondence by 
regular mail, e-mail, texting, posting to a personal 
website or other written means of communication to 
the last known address or contacting by telephone us-
ing the last known telephone number of the minor's 
parents or legal guardian, whichever means the surro-
gate believes to be the most effective way to ensure 
actual notification, is deemed a reasonable good faith 
attempt to provide notice for purposes of this subsec-
tion. 

3.  Penalties.  The following penalties apply to 
violations of this section. 

A.  A surrogate who makes decisions for a minor 
knowing that the decisions are prohibited by sub-
section 1 commits a Class E crime. 

B.  A person who knowingly acts as a surrogate 
for a minor without meeting the definition of "sur-
rogate" in section 1501, subsection 4 commits a 
Class E crime. 

C.  A surrogate who fails to attempt to give notice 
as required in subsection 1 or 2 commits a Class E 
crime. 

Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §1504, as enacted by PL 
1995, c. 694, Pt. C, §8 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is 
repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

§1504.  Good faith reliance on consent 

1.  Reliance on minor's consent.  A health care 
practitioner or health care provider who takes reason-
able steps to ascertain that a minor is authorized to 
consent to health care as authorized in section 1503 
and who subsequently renders health care in reliance 
on that consent is not liable for failing to have secured 
consent of the minor's parents or legal guardian prior 
to providing health care to the minor. 

2.  Reliance on surrogate's consent.   Recovery 
is not allowed against any health care practitioner or 
health care provider upon the grounds that the health 
care was rendered without informed consent if consent 
is given by the minor's surrogate pursuant to section 
1503-A and the health care practitioner or provider 
acts with good faith reliance on that consent. 

Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §1507, as enacted by PL 
1999, c. 90, §1, is amended to read: 

§1507.  Consent for sexual assault forensic exami-
nation 

Notwithstanding the limitations set forth in sec-
tion 1503 or the existence of a surrogate described in 
section 1503-A, a minor may consent to health ser-

vices associated with a sexual assault forensic exami-
nation to collect evidence after an alleged sexual as-
sault. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 445 
 H.P. 600 - L.D. 881 

An Act To Allow the Public 
Utilities Commission To  
Contract for Liquefied  

Natural Gas Storage and  
Distribution 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §1902, sub-§2, as en-
acted by PL 2013, c. 369, Pt. B, §1, is amended to 
read: 

2.  Energy cost reduction contract. "Energy cost 
reduction contract" or "contract" means a contract 
executed in accordance with this chapter to procure 
capacity on a natural gas transmission pipeline, includ-
ing, when applicable, compression capacity. 

Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §1902, sub-§§3-A, 3-B 
and 3-C are enacted to read: 

3-A.  Liquefied natural gas storage capacity.  
"Liquefied natural gas storage capacity" means storage 
capacity for liquefied natural gas installed in the State 
on or after January 1, 2016 that will benefit the State's 
energy consumers during times of regional supply 
constraint due to capacity limitations of interstate or 
intrastate pipelines or local distribution systems. 

3-B.  Physical energy storage capacity.  "Physi-
cal energy storage capacity" means liquefied natural 
gas storage capacity. 

3-C.  Physical energy storage contract.  "Physi-
cal energy storage contract" means a contract executed 
in accordance with this chapter for physical energy 
storage capacity. 

Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §1903, sub-§§1 and 2, 
as enacted by PL 2013, c. 369, Pt. B, §1, are amended 
to read: 

1.  Electricity prices.  It is in the public interest to 
decrease prices of electricity and natural gas for con-
sumers in this State; and 

2.  Natural gas expansion.  The expansion of 
natural gas transmission capacity into this State and 
other states in the ISO-NE region could result in lower 
natural gas prices and, by extension, lower electricity 
prices for consumers in this State.; and 




