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CHAPTER 414 
 H.P. 1088 - L.D. 1598 

An Act To Amend Procedures 
for the Licensing of Architects 

and Foresters 
Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-

solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, current law does not allow applicants 
for licensure as architects in Maine to apply for a li-
cense before completing 3 years of practical experi-
ence; and 

Whereas, most other states have less stringent 
licensure requirements for architects; and  

Whereas, current law discourages potential ap-
plicants for licensure as architects from becoming li-
censed in Maine; and 

Whereas, Maine is currently losing well-
qualified candidates for licensure to states with less 
stringent licensure requirements and this issue should 
be addressed as soon as possible; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §220, sub-§1, ¶B, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 402, Pt. F, §11, is further 
amended to read: 

B.    Qualifications An architect must meet the 
qualifications established in this paragraph. 

(1)  To Except as otherwise provided in this 
chapter, to be qualified for admission to the 
examination a license to practice architecture 
in this State an applicant must submit evi-
dence to the board that the applicant has 
passed an examination administered by a na-
tional council of architectural registration 
boards or an equivalent examination specified 
by board rule and: 

(a)  The applicant has completed a course 
of study in a school or college of archi-
tecture approved by the board, with 
graduation evidenced by a diploma set-
ting forth a satisfactory degree, and 3 
years of practical experience under the 
supervision of an experienced architect 
or architects engaged in the practice of 

architecture as a profession as prescribed 
by the board by rule; or 

(b)  The applicant has training or practi-
cal experience, or a combination of both, 
that in the opinion of the board is fully 
equivalent to that required in division (a). 

 (2)  An applicant for licensure as an architect 
in this State who has a current and valid li-
cense from another jurisdiction and a certifi-
cate from the National Council of Architec-
tural Registration Boards or its successor a 
national council of architectural registration 
boards or other organization approved by the 
board may offer to render architectural ser-
vices in this State prior to licensure by the 
board if the applicant first notifies the board 
in writing that the applicant will be present in 
this State to offer to render architectural ser-
vices.  The applicant may not render architec-
tural services until duly licensed by the board. 

Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §5515, sub-§6, as amended 
by PL 2013, c. 527, §5 and affected by §9, is further 
amended to read: 

6.  Examination.  Each applicant for a forester li-
cense shall submit an application and examination fee 
as set under section 5507 and successfully pass an 
examination approved by the board designed to test an 
individual's knowledge to engage in the practice of 
forestry.  An applicant with an associate degree or 
higher from a program that has a curriculum in for-
estry from a school or college approved by the board is 
required to pass only the examination section that tests 
the applicant's knowledge of the State's forestry laws, 
rules and practices.  Applicants must meet all other 
qualifications for licensure prior to taking the exami-
nation except that an applicant with a degree in for-
estry from a school or college approved by the board 
pursuant to rules adopted by the board may take the 
examination prior to meeting all of the qualifications 
for licensure. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective March 29, 2016. 

CHAPTER 415 
 S.P. 578 - L.D. 1480 

An Act To Create and Sustain 
High-quality Maine Jobs 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  10 MRSA §1026-U is enacted to read: 
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§1026-U.  Maine Capital Investment Program 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "Business development project" means a proj-
ect that involves the construction, development, 
rehabilitation, modernization or acquisition of a 
building, a structure, a system, machinery, equip-
ment or a facility that has a projected cost of at 
least $50,000,000 or is projected to result in the 
creation or retention of a least 250 full-time em-
ployment positions that pay at least 125% of the 
annual average weekly wage under Title 26, sec-
tion 1043, subsection 1-A. 

B.  "Fund" means the Maine Capital Investment 
Fund established in subsection 4. 

C.  "Program" means the Maine Capital Invest-
ment Program authorized pursuant to subsection 
2. 

2.  Program authorized.  The authority may cre-
ate and oversee the Maine Capital Investment Program 
to increase the availability of capital to eligible busi-
ness development projects as provided under this sec-
tion. 

3.  Authority assets; obligation.  This section 
may not be construed to place the assets of the author-
ity at risk. This section may not be construed to create 
an obligation of the State or of any political subdivi-
sion of the State. 

4.  Maine Capital Investment Fund.  The Maine 
Capital Investment Fund is established as a nonlapsing 
revolving loan and equity fund administered by the 
authority to support the capital needs of business de-
velopment projects under the program. The fund is 
capitalized by sums that are appropriated or allocated 
by the Legislature or transferred to the fund from time 
to time by the State Controller, interest earned from 
the investment of fund balances, state bond issues, 
state employee pension funds, institutional endow-
ments and other funds from any public or private 
source received for use for any of the purposes for 
which the fund has been established. The authority 
may charge the fund reasonable fees for the cost of 
implementing and administering the program and any 
loans or bonds authorized by this section. 

5.  Criteria to qualify for financial support.  
The authority shall provide financial support to an 
applicant to support a business development project 
under the program based in part but not solely on the 
following criteria: 

A.  The creditworthiness of the applicant, includ-
ing factors such as the applicant's historical finan-
cial performance, management ability, plan to 
market the applicant's product or service and 
whether the applicant meets or exceeds industry 

average financial performance ratios commonly 
accepted in determining creditworthiness in the 
applicant's industry; 

B.  The sufficiency of collateral pledged by the 
applicant; 

C.  The sufficiency of projected revenues from the 
business development project or other sources to 
repay the financial support received under and 
meet the requirements of subsection 6 for the term 
of the obligation; 

D.  The extent to which financial support from the 
authority enhances the employment and wage 
benefits projected to be created by the business 
development project; 

E.  The duration of the employment and wage 
benefits projected to be created by the business 
development project; and 

F.  Demonstration that the financial support from 
the authority is necessary due to the reduced cost 
and increased flexibility of the financial support 
and not due to the applicant's inability to obtain 
financing from another source. 

6.  Financial support.  The authority may pro-
vide the following financial support to an applicant 
determined to be qualified under subsection 5: 

A.  A direct loan of up to $50,000,000 from the 
fund for a single business development project, 
which must be matched by an amount that is equal 
to at least 25% of the loan amount and that is ob-
tained from a source other than the fund; or 

B.  Up to $100,000,000 in bond funding from 
bonds issued pursuant to subsection 7 for a single 
business development project and up to 
$200,000,000 in bond funding to the same appli-
cant for multiple business development projects. 

The authority may require other terms or conditions of 
financial support under this subsection as the authority 
determines necessary and reasonable. 

7.  Bonding authorization.  The authority may 
provide by resolution for the issuance of bonds in ac-
cordance with subsection 6, paragraph B for the pur-
pose of funding business development projects.  Bonds 
issued pursuant to this subsection do not constitute a 
general obligation of the authority, and the authority 
may not pledge an obligation under section 1053 or 
otherwise seek an appropriation for repayment.  Bonds 
issued under this subsection do not constitute a debt of 
the State or any agency or political subdivision of the 
State and are payable solely from the revenues of the 
business development project for which the bonds are 
issued. Neither the faith nor credit nor taxing power of 
the State or any political subdivision of the State may 
be pledged to payment of the bonds issued under this 
subsection. Notwithstanding any other provision of 
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law, any bonds issued pursuant to this subsection are 
fully negotiable. If any member of the authority whose 
signature appears on the bond or coupons ceases to be 
a member of the authority before the delivery of those 
bonds, that signature is valid and sufficient for all pur-
poses as if that member of the authority had remained 
a member of the authority until delivery. 

8.  Requirements of recipient.  A recipient of fi-
nancial support under subsection 6 shall provide the 
following. 

A.  In addition to repayment of the financial sup-
port received under subsection 6 pursuant to the 
terms set by the authority, within 5 years after the 
completion of the business development project 
the recipient shall pay to the fund an amount equal 
to 10% of the amount of the financial support re-
ceived under subsection 6 pursuant to terms de-
termined by the authority. 

B.  The recipient shall report to the authority 5 
years after completion of the business develop-
ment project.  The report must include a descrip-
tion of the business development project and the 
number of jobs created or retained.  The report 
must identify the entity or entities using the busi-
ness development project and, for each entity, in-
dicate the extent to which the entity is owned or 
managed by minorities or women, the percentage 
of the entity's operations located within and out-
side the State, the entity's payroll and the property 
taxes paid by the entity. 

9.  Report.  The authority shall report annually, 
on or before January 1st, to the joint standing commit-
tee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over eco-
nomic development matters.  The report must include 
a description of each business development project 
under the program, the amount, type and terms of fi-
nancial support the business development project re-
ceived and the information reported to the authority 
pursuant to subsection 8.  The report must contain an 
accounting of the fund, bonds issued pursuant to sub-
section 7 and any loans or bonds that are in default.  
The accounting must include, at a minimum, identifi-
cation of amounts received from each public or private 
source, identification of amounts returned to each pub-
lic or private source and an accounting of the author-
ity's implementation and administration expenses in-
curred and charged to the fund. 

The committee may request that the joint legislative 
committee established to oversee program evaluation 
and government accountability matters direct the Of-
fice of Program Evaluation and Government Account-
ability to review the program as provided in Title 3, 
section 991. 

10.  Rules.  The authority may adopt rules as nec-
essary to implement this section. Rules adopted pursu-

ant to this subsection are routine technical rules as 
defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. 

Sec. 2.  Contingent effective date.  This Act 
takes effect only upon the receipt by the Finance Au-
thority of Maine for the Maine Capital Investment 
Fund under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 10, sec-
tion 1026-U of an appropriation or allocation by the 
Legislature or funds from another funding source in 
the amount of at least $50,000,000.  The Finance Au-
thority of Maine shall notify the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Senate, the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives and the Revisor of Statutes when the 
funds are received pursuant to this section. 

See title page for effective date, unless otherwise  
indicated. 

CHAPTER 416 
 H.P. 1083 - L.D. 1593 

An Act To Make Hunting, 
Fishing and Trapping the Basis 
of Managing Inland Fisheries 

and Wildlife Resources 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §10051, first ¶, as enacted 
by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and affected by c. 614, 
§9, is amended to read: 

The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
is established to preserve, protect and enhance the 
inland fisheries and wildlife resources of the State; to 
encourage the wise use of these resources; to ensure 
coordinated planning for the future use and preserva-
tion of these resources; and to provide for effective 
management of these resources; and to use regulated 
hunting, fishing and trapping as the basis for the man-
agement of these resources whenever feasible. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 417 
 S.P. 515 - L.D. 1389 

An Act To Conform Maine 
Law to Federal Law Regarding 
Closings and Mass Layoffs and 

To Strengthen Employee  
Severance Pay Protections 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 




