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Sec. 5.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§3-A, ¶¶I 
and J, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 578, §15, are 
amended to read: 

I.  Encourage the availability of and access to tra-
ditional outdoor recreation opportunities, includ-
ing, without limitation, hunting, boating, fishing 
and hiking, and encourage the creation of green-
belts, public parks, trails and conservation ease-
ments.  Each municipality or multimunicipal re-
gion shall identify and encourage the protection of 
undeveloped shoreland and other areas identified 
in the local planning process as meriting that pro-
tection; and 

J.  Develop management goals for great ponds 
pertaining to the type of shoreline character, in-
tensity of surface water use, protection of re-
sources of state significance and type of public 
access appropriate for the intensity of use of great 
ponds within the municipality's or multimunicipal 
region's jurisdiction.; and 

Sec. 6.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§3-A, ¶K is 
enacted to read: 

K.  Encourage policies that assess community 
needs and environmental effects of municipal 
regulations, lessen the effect of excessive parking 
requirements for buildings in downtowns and on 
main streets and provide for alternative ap-
proaches for compliance relating to the reuse of 
upper floors of buildings in downtowns and on 
main streets. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 350 
 S.P. 552 - L.D. 1449 

An Act To Amend the State 
Election Laws 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §783, sub-§5, as enacted 
by PL 2009, c. 563, §9, is amended to read: 

5.  Electronic receipt of absentee ballots.  Au-
thorizing the electronic receipt of an image of voted 
absentee ballots transmitted by e-mail or fax from uni-
formed service voters or overseas voters by a method 
authorized by the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §809-A, sub-§1-A, as 
amended by PL 2007, c. 455, §50, is further amended 
to read: 

1-A.  Prohibition not applicable.  For the pur-
pose of providing a voting system equipped for indi-
viduals with disabilities as required by section 812-A, 

subsection 1 and the federal Help America Vote Act of 
2002, Public Law 107-252, the prohibition in subsec-
tion 1 does not apply to the connection of individual 
voting devices to a central server using a wired, point-
to-point telephone connection that is not Internet-
enabled when the central server is operated or man-
aged by the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 3.  21-A MRSA §809-A, sub-§3, as en-
acted by PL 2003, c. 651, §4, is amended to read: 

3.  Internet voting.  Use of the Internet for the 
casting of votes on-line online is prohibited.  This sub-
section does not apply to a ballot-marking system or 
software that is used for voters with disabilities, uni-
formed service voters or overseas voters to mark a 
ballot online and securely transmit the marked ballot 
to a central server operated or managed by the Secre-
tary of State, as long as the system does not tabulate 
the votes marked on those ballots. 

Sec. 4.  21-A MRSA §1013-A, sub-§1, ¶C, 
as amended by PL 2007, c. 443, Pt. A, §7, is further 
amended to read: 

C.  No later than 10 days after becoming a candi-
date, as defined in section 1, subsection 5, a can-
didate for the office of State House of Representa-
tives or Senate shall may file in writing a state-
ment declaring that the candidate agrees to accept 
voluntary limits on political expenditures or that 
the candidate does not agree to accept voluntary 
limits on political expenditures, as specified in 
section 1015, subsections 7 to 9.  A candidate who 
has filed a declaration of intent to become certi-
fied as a candidate under the Maine Clean Elec-
tion Act is not required to file the written state-
ment required by described in this paragraph. 

The statement filed by a candidate who voluntar-
ily agrees to limit spending must state that the 
candidate knows the voluntary expenditure limita-
tions as set out in section 1015, subsection 8 and 
that the candidate is voluntarily agreeing to limit 
the candidate's political expenditures and those 
made on behalf of the candidate by the candidate's 
political committee or committees, the candidate's 
party and the candidate's immediate family to the 
amount set by law.  The statement must further 
state that the candidate does not condone and will 
not solicit any independent expenditures made on 
behalf of the candidate. 

The statement filed by a candidate who does not 
agree to voluntarily limit political expenditures 
must state that the candidate does not accept the 
voluntary expenditure limits as set out in section 
1015, subsection 8. 

Sec. 5.  21-A MRSA §1017, sub-§7-A, as 
amended by PL 2009, c. 138, §1, is further amended to 
read: 
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7-A.  Reporting exemption.  A candidate seeking 
election to a county or municipal office or a legislative 
candidate seeking the nomination of a party in an un-
contested primary election is exempt from reporting as 
provided by this subsection. 

A.  A candidate seeking election to a county or 
municipal office may, at the time the candidate 
registers under section 1013-A, notify the com-
mission that the candidate and the candidate's 
agents, if any, will not personally accept contribu-
tions, make expenditures or incur obligations as-
sociated with that candidate's candidacy.  The no-
tification must be sworn and notarized.  A candi-
date who provides this notice to the commission is 
not required to appoint a treasurer and is not sub-
ject to the filing requirements of this subchapter if 
the statement is true. 

A-1.  A legislative candidate seeking the nomina-
tion of a party in an uncontested primary election 
may, at the time the candidate registers under sec-
tion 1013-A, notify the commission that the can-
didate and the candidate's agents, if any, will not 
personally accept contributions, make expendi-
tures or incur obligations associated with that 
candidate's candidacy through the 35th day after 
the primary election.  The notification must be 
sworn and notarized.  A candidate who provides 
this notice to the commission is not required to 
appoint a treasurer or to file the campaign finance 
reports under subsection 3-A, paragraphs B and D 
with respect to the primary election. 

B.  The notice provided to the commission under 
paragraph A or A-1 may be revoked.  Prior to 
revocation, the candidate must appoint a treasurer.  
The candidate may not accept contributions, make 
expenditures or incur obligations before the ap-
pointment of a treasurer and the filing of a revoca-
tion notice are accomplished.  A revocation notice 
must be in the form of an amended registration, 
which must be filed with the commission no later 
than 10 days after the appointment of a treasurer.  
The candidate and the candidate's treasurer, as of 
the date the revocation notice is filed with the 
commission, may accept contributions, make ex-
penditures and incur obligations associated with 
the candidate's candidacy.  Any candidate who 
fails to file a timely revocation notice is subject to 
the penalties prescribed in section 1020-A, sub-
section 4-A, up to a maximum of $5,000.  Late-
ness is calculated from the day a contribution is 
received, an expenditure is made or an obligation 
is incurred, whichever is earliest. 

Sec. 6.  21-A MRSA §1019-B, sub-§4, as 
amended by PL 2013, c. 334, §16, is further amended 
to read: 

4.  Report required; content; rules.  A person, 
party committee, political committee or political ac-

tion committee that makes any independent expendi-
tures aggregating expenditure in excess of $100 $250 
during any one candidate's election shall file a report 
with the commission.  In the case of a municipal elec-
tion, the report must be filed with the municipal clerk. 

A.  A report required by this subsection must be 
filed with the commission according to a reporting 
schedule that the commission shall establish by 
rule that takes into consideration existing cam-
paign finance reporting requirements.  Rules 
adopted pursuant to this paragraph are routine 
technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, 
subchapter 2-A. 

B.  A report required by this subsection must con-
tain an itemized account of each expenditure ag-
gregating in excess of $100 $250 in any one can-
didate's election, the date and purpose of each ex-
penditure and the name of each payee or creditor.  
The report must state whether the expenditure is 
in support of or in opposition to the candidate and 
must include, under penalty of perjury, as pro-
vided in Title 17-A, section 451, a statement un-
der oath or affirmation whether the expenditure is 
made in cooperation, consultation or concert with, 
or at the request or suggestion of, the candidate or 
an authorized committee or agent of the candidate. 

C.  A report required by this subsection must be 
on a form prescribed and prepared by the com-
mission.  A person filing this report may use addi-
tional pages if necessary, but the pages must be 
the same size as the pages of the form.  The com-
mission may adopt procedures requiring the elec-
tronic filing of an independent expenditure report, 
as long as the commission receives the statement 
made under oath or affirmation set out in para-
graph B by the filing deadline and the commission 
adopts an exception for persons who lack access 
to the required technology or the technological 
ability to file reports electronically.  The commis-
sion may adopt procedures allowing for the signed 
statement to be provisionally filed by facsimile or 
electronic mail, as long as the report is not con-
sidered complete without the filing of the original 
signed statement. 

This subsection takes effect August 1, 2011. 

See title page for effective date. 




