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(1)  A pilot project for the property of the 
former Cutler naval computer and telecom-
munications station and a pilot project for the 
City of Sanford, which may be excluded from 
the qualified business definitions established 
under section 5250-I, subsections 16 and 17 if 
a for-profit business is engaged in, or will en-
gage in, tourism development including rec-
reational tourism, experiential tourism, hotel 
development and theme park resort facility 
development; and 

(2)  A pilot project that allows seasonal em-
ployees in seasonal industries based on natu-
ral resources to be considered qualified Pine 
Tree Development Zone employees for the 
purposes of section 5250-I, subsection 18.; 
and 

Sec. 2.  30-A MRSA §5250-J, sub-§3-A, ¶F 
is enacted to read: 

F.  Beginning January 1, 2016, the Town of Ber-
wick in York County. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 337 
 H.P. 823 - L.D. 1205 

An Act To Authorize a General 
Fund Bond Issue To Support 
the Independence of Maine's 

Seniors 
Preamble.  Two thirds of both Houses of the 

Legislature deeming it necessary in accordance with 
the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 14 to 
authorize the issuance of bonds on behalf of the State 
of Maine to provide funds as described in this Act, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  Authorization of bonds.  The Treas-
urer of State is authorized, under the direction of the 
Governor, to issue bonds in the name and on behalf of 
the State in an amount not exceeding $15,000,000 for 
the purposes described in section 5 of this Act.  The 
bonds are a pledge of the full faith and credit of the 
State.  The bonds may not run for a period longer than 
10 years from the date of the original issue of the 
bonds. 

Sec. 2.  Records of bonds issued; Treasurer 
of State. The Treasurer of State shall ensure that an 
account of each bond is kept showing the number of 
the bond, the name of the successful bidder to whom 
sold, the amount received for the bond, the date of sale 
and the date when payable. 

Sec. 3.  Sale; how negotiated; proceeds ap-
propriated.  The Treasurer of State may negotiate 
the sale of the bonds by direction of the Governor, but 
no bond may be loaned, pledged or hypothecated on 
behalf of the State.  The proceeds of the sale of the 
bonds, which must be held by the Treasurer of State 
and paid by the Treasurer of State upon warrants 
drawn by the State Controller, are appropriated solely 
for the purposes set forth in this Act.  Any unencum-
bered balances remaining at the completion of the  
project in this Act lapse to the Office of the Treasurer 
of State to be used for the retirement of general obliga-
tion bonds. 

Sec. 4.  Interest and debt retirement.  The 
Treasurer of State shall pay interest due or accruing on 
any bonds issued under this Act and all sums coming 
due for payment of bonds at maturity. 

Sec. 5.  Disbursement of bond proceeds 
from General Fund bond issue.  The proceeds of 
the sale of the bonds authorized under this Act must be 
expended as designated in the following schedule un-
der the direction and supervision of the agencies and 
entities set forth in this section. 

MAINE STATE HOUSING 
AUTHORITY 

 

 
Provides funds to be used to leverage an estimated 
$22,600,000 in private and other funds for low-
income households headed by a person 55 years 
of age or older for the construction of new energy-
efficient affordable homes and the adaptive reuse 
of structures or homes.  Preference must be given 
to homes in locations that have access to health 
care services and other essential goods and ser-
vices.  At least 4 homes must be located in coun-
ties having populations under 100,000. 

 

Total $14,500,000 

 
Provides funds to be used to match private and 
other funds for home repair and weatherization 
programs that assist low-income seniors. 

 

Total $500,000 

 
Sec. 6.  Contingent upon ratification of 

bond issue.  Sections 1 to 5 do not become effective 
unless the people of the State ratify the issuance of the 
bonds as set forth in this Act. 

Sec. 7.  Appropriation balances at year-
end.  At the end of each fiscal year, all unencumbered 
appropriation balances representing state money carry 
forward.  Bond proceeds that have not been expended 
within 10 years after the date of the sale of the bonds 
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lapse to the Office of the Treasurer of State to be used 
for the retirement of general obligation bonds. 

Sec. 8.  Bonds authorized but not issued.  
Any bonds authorized but not issued within 5 years of 
ratification of this Act are deauthorized and may not 
be issued, except that the Legislature may, within 2 
years after the expiration of that 5-year period, extend 
the period for issuing any remaining unissued bonds 
for an additional amount of time not to exceed 5 years. 

Sec. 9.  Referendum for ratification; sub-
mission at election; form of question; effective 
date.  This Act must be submitted to the legal voters 
of the State at a statewide election held in the month of 
November following passage of this Act.  The munici-
pal officers of this State shall notify the inhabitants of 
their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet, 
in the manner prescribed by law for holding a state-
wide election, to vote on the acceptance or rejection of 
this Act by voting on the following question: 

"Do you favor a $15,000,000 bond is-
sue for the construction of new energy-
efficient affordable homes for low-
income seniors, the adaptive reuse of 
structures for homes for low-income 
seniors and the repair and weatheriza-
tion of existing homes for low-income 
seniors, which will create jobs and will 
be matched by an estimated 
$22,600,000 in private and other 
funds?" 

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation 
shall vote by ballot on this question and designate their 
choice by a cross or check mark placed within a corre-
sponding square below the word "Yes" or "No."  The 
ballots must be received, sorted, counted and declared 
in open ward, town and plantation meetings and re-
turns made to the Secretary of State in the same man-
ner as votes for members of the Legislature.  The 
Governor shall review the returns.  If a majority of the 
legal votes are cast in favor of this Act, the Governor 
shall proclaim the result without delay and this Act 
becomes effective 30 days after the date of the proc-
lamation. 

The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to 
each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and 
copies of this Act necessary to carry out the purposes 
of this referendum. 

Effective pending referendum. 

CHAPTER 338 
 H.P. 163 - L.D. 231 

An Act To Ensure That 
Schoolchildren with Dyslexia 

Receive the Assistance Needed 
Mandate preamble. This measure requires one 

or more local units of government to expand or modify 
activities so as to necessitate additional expenditures 
from local revenues but does not provide funding for 
at least 90% of those expenditures.  Pursuant to the 
Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 21, 2/3 of 
all of the members elected to each House have deter-
mined it necessary to enact this measure. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §4710-B is enacted to 
read: 

§4710-B.  Dyslexia screening 

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "Alphabet knowledge" means the ability to 
name, distinguish shapes of, write and identify the 
sounds of the letters of the alphabet. 

B.  "Decoding" means the ability to apply knowl-
edge of letter-sound relationships. 

C.  "Dyslexia" means a condition that is neuro-
logical in origin and characterized by difficulties 
with accurate or fluent word recognition and by 
poor spelling and decoding abilities that typically 
result from a deficit in the phonological compo-
nent of language that is often unexpected in rela-
tion to other cognitive abilities and in relation to 
the provision of effective classroom instruction; 
the secondary consequences of dyslexia may in-
clude problems in reading comprehension and re-
duced reading experience that can impede growth 
of vocabulary and background knowledge. 

D.  "Encoding" means the ability to put ideas into 
messages to be delivered to and understood by 
other people. 

E.  "Phonological and phonemic awareness" 
means awareness of the phonological structure of 
words. 

F.  "Rapid naming" means the ability to connect 
visual and verbal information by giving appropri-
ate names to common objects, colors, letters and 
digits. 

G.  "Sound-symbol recognition" means the ability 
to understand the relationship between symbols or 
combinations of symbols and the sounds they 
make. 




