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bridges and for facilities and equip-
ment related to ports, harbors, marine 
transportation, freight and passenger 
railroads, aviation, transit and bicycle 
and pedestrian trails, to be used to 
match an estimated $121,500,000 in 
federal and other funds?" 

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation 
shall vote by ballot on this question and designate their 
choice by a cross or check mark placed within a corre-
sponding square below the word "Yes" or "No."  The 
ballots must be received, sorted, counted and declared 
in open ward, town and plantation meetings and re-
turns made to the Secretary of State in the same man-
ner as votes for members of the Legislature.  The 
Governor shall review the returns.  If a majority of the 
legal votes are cast in favor of this Part, the Governor 
shall proclaim the result without delay and this Part 
becomes effective 30 days after the date of the proc-
lamation. 

The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to 
each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and 
copies of this Part necessary to carry out the purposes 
of this referendum. 

Effective pending referendum. 

CHAPTER 306 
 S.P. 454 - L.D. 1272 

An Act To Strengthen the  
Protections for Senior Citizens 

in the State 
Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-

solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect be-
fore the expiration of the 90-day period in order for the 
protections it provides for senior citizens to be in place 
as soon as possible; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  17-A MRSA §555, sub-§1, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2005, c. 431, §1, is 
amended to read: 

1.  A person is guilty of endangering the welfare 
of a dependent person if: 

A.  The person recklessly endangers the health, 
safety or mental welfare of a dependent person 
who is unable to perform self-care because of ad-
vanced age or physical or mental disease, disorder 
or defect.  Violation of this paragraph is a Class D 
crime; or 

B.  The person intentionally or knowingly endan-
gers the health, safety or mental welfare of a de-
pendent person who is unable to perform self-care 
because of advanced age or physical or mental 
disease, disorder or defect.  Violation of this para-
graph is a Class C crime. 

Sec. 2.  17-A MRSA §555, sub-§2, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2005, c. 431, §1, is re-
pealed and the following enacted in its place: 

2.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "Endanger" includes a failure to act only when 
the defendant has a legal duty to protect the 
health, safety or mental welfare of the dependent 
person. For purposes of this paragraph, a legal 
duty may be inferred if the defendant has assumed 
responsibility in whole or in part for the care of 
the dependent person. 

B.  "Dependent person" means a person, regard-
less of where that person resides, who is wholly or 
partially dependent upon one or more other per-
sons for care or support because the person suffers 
from a significant limitation in mobility, vision, 
hearing or mental functioning or is unable to per-
form self-care because of advanced age or physi-
cal or mental disease, disorder or defect. 

Sec. 3.  17-A MRSA §1151, sub-§8, ¶A, as 
enacted by PL 1995, c. 149, §1, is amended to read: 

A.  The age of the victim, particularly of a victim 
of an advanced age or of a young age who has a 
reduced ability to self-protect or who suffers more 
significant harm due to age; and 

Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §3472, sub-§1, as amended 
by PL 2003, c. 653, §2, is further amended to read: 

1.  Abuse.  "Abuse" means the infliction of injury, 
unreasonable confinement, intimidation or cruel pun-
ishment that causes or is likely to cause physical harm 
or pain or mental anguish; sexual abuse or sexual ex-
ploitation; financial exploitation; or the intentional, 
knowing or reckless deprivation of essential needs.  
"Abuse" includes acts and omissions. 

Sec. 5.  22 MRSA §3472, sub-§9-A is enacted 
to read: 

9-A.  Financial exploitation.  "Financial exploi-
tation" means the use of deception, intimidation, un-
due influence, force or other unlawful means to obtain 
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control over the property of a dependent adult for an-
other's profit or advantage. 

Sec. 6.  22 MRSA §3472, sub-§16 is enacted 
to read: 

16.  Undue influence.  "Undue influence" means 
the misuse of real or apparent authority or the use of 
manipulation by a person in a trusting, confidential or 
fiduciary relationship with a person who is a depend-
ent adult or an incapacitated adult. 

Sec. 7.  Funding.  The Attorney General may 
accept any funds available to fund on a limited-period 
basis positions within the Department of the Attorney 
General to investigate and prosecute the financial ex-
ploitation of dependent adults in accordance with this 
Act. 

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective July 6, 2015. 

CHAPTER 307 
 H.P. 24 - L.D. 25 

An Act To Regulate Domestic 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Use 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  25 MRSA Pt. 12 is enacted to read: 

PART 12 

UNMANNED AERIAL VEHICLES 

CHAPTER 551 

REGULATION OF UNMANNED AERIAL 
VEHICLES 

§4501.  Regulation of unmanned aerial vehicles 

1.  Findings.  The Legislature finds that evolving 
technology regarding unmanned aerial vehicles pre-
sents a potential economic driver for the State, an op-
portunity for research and development and a very real 
benefit for security, for search and rescue efforts and 
for disaster prevention and relief, as well as a tool for 
the investigation of serious crimes, but the technology 
also presents a potential threat to the privacy of citi-
zens of this State if used by law enforcement in the 
conduct of criminal investigations without appropriate 
guidelines and supervision. 

2.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "Law enforcement agency" has the same 
meaning as in section 3701, subsection 1. 

B.  "Unmanned aerial vehicle" means an aircraft 
operated without a physical human presence 
within or on the aircraft that, in the manner in 
which the aircraft is used or the manner in which 
it is equipped, is capable of performing audio or 
visual surveillance. 

3.  Acquisition of unmanned aerial vehicles.  
The acquisition of an unmanned aerial vehicle by a 
law enforcement agency must be approved by the gov-
erning body of the governmental unit overseeing the 
law enforcement agency seeking to make such an ac-
quisition or, in the case of a state agency, by the com-
missioner of that agency. 

4.  Law enforcement agency operation of un-
manned aerial vehicles.  A law enforcement agency's 
operation of an unmanned aerial vehicle must fully 
comply with all Federal Aviation Administration re-
quirements and guidelines, including the acquisition of 
a certificate of authorization or waiver from the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration.  Additionally, a law en-
forcement agency's use of an unmanned aerial vehicle 
is governed by the following provisions. 

A.  A law enforcement agency may not use an 
unmanned aerial vehicle before adopting stan-
dards that meet, at a minimum, the standards set 
forth in subsection 5. 

B.  Except as permitted by a recognized exception 
to the requirement for a warrant under the Consti-
tution of Maine or the United States Constitution, 
a law enforcement agency may not use an un-
manned aerial vehicle for criminal investigations 
without a warrant. 

C.  Notwithstanding paragraph A, a law enforce-
ment agency may use an unmanned aerial vehicle 
for the purpose of a search and rescue operation 
when the law enforcement agency determines that 
use of an unmanned aerial vehicle is necessary to 
alleviate an immediate danger to any person or for 
training exercises related to such uses. 

D.  Notwithstanding paragraph A, a law enforce-
ment agency may use an unmanned aerial vehicle 
for purposes other than the investigation of crime, 
including, but not limited to, aerial photography 
for the assessment of accidents, forest fires and 
other fire scenes, flood stages and storm damage. 

E.  In no case may a weaponized unmanned aerial 
vehicle be used or its use facilitated by a state or 
local law enforcement agency in this State. 

F.  A law enforcement agency may not use an 
unmanned aerial vehicle to conduct surveillance 
of private citizens peacefully exercising their con-
stitutional rights of free speech and assembly. 

G.  Notwithstanding paragraph A, a law enforce-
ment agency may use an unmanned aerial vehicle 




