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Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when 
approved. 

Effective July 1, 2015. 

CHAPTER 305 
 S.P. 530 - L.D. 1415 

An Act To Authorize Two 
General Fund Bond Issues To 
Improve Highways, Bridges 
and Multimodal Facilities 

Preamble.  Two thirds of both Houses of the 
Legislature deeming it necessary in accordance with 
the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 14 to 
authorize the issuance of bonds on behalf of the State 
of Maine to provide funds as described in this Act, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  Authorization of bonds.  The Treas-
urer of State is authorized, under the direction of the 
Governor, to issue bonds in the name and on behalf of 
the State in an amount not exceeding $85,000,000 for 
the purposes described in section 5 of this Part.  The 
bonds are a pledge of the full faith and credit of the 
State.  The bonds may not run for a period longer than 
10 years from the date of the original issue of the 
bonds. 

Sec. 2.  Records of bonds issued; Treasurer 
of State. The Treasurer of State shall ensure that an 
account of each bond is kept showing the number of 
the bond, the name of the successful bidder to whom 
sold, the amount received for the bond, the date of sale 
and the date when payable. 

Sec. 3.  Sale; how negotiated; proceeds ap-
propriated.  The Treasurer of State may negotiate 
the sale of the bonds by direction of the Governor, but 
no bond may be loaned, pledged or hypothecated on 
behalf of the State.  The proceeds of the sale of the 
bonds, which must be held by the Treasurer of State 
and paid by the Treasurer of State upon warrants 
drawn by the State Controller, are appropriated solely 
for the purposes set forth in this Part.  Any unencum-
bered balances remaining at the completion of the  
project in this Part lapse to the Office of the Treasurer 
of State to be used for the retirement of general obliga-
tion bonds. 

Sec. 4.  Interest and debt retirement.  The 
Treasurer of State shall pay interest due or accruing on 
any bonds issued under this Part and all sums coming 
due for payment of bonds at maturity. 

Sec. 5.  Disbursement of bond proceeds 
from General Fund bond issue.  The proceeds of 

the sale of the bonds authorized under this Part must 
be expended as designated in the following schedule 
under the direction and supervision of the agencies and 
entities set forth in this section. 

TRANSPORTATION, 
DEPARTMENT OF 

 

 
Provides funds to construct, reconstruct or reha-
bilitate Priority 1, Priority 2 and Priority 3 state 
highways under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 
23, section 73, subsection 7 and associated im-
provements, for the municipal partnership initia-
tive and to replace and rehabilitate bridges. 

Total $68,000,000 

 
Provides funds for facilities and equipment related 
to ports, harbors, marine transportation, aviation, 
freight and passenger railroads, transit and bicycle 
and pedestrian trails that preserve public safety or 
otherwise have demonstrated high transportation 
economic value, including property acquisition.  

Total $17,000,000 

 
Sec. 6.  Contingent upon ratification of 

bond issue.  Sections 1 to 5 do not become effective 
unless the people of the State ratify the issuance of the 
bonds as set forth in this Part. 

Sec. 7.  Appropriation balances at year-
end.  At the end of each fiscal year, all unencumbered 
appropriation balances representing state money carry 
forward.  Bond proceeds that have not been expended 
within 10 years after the date of the sale of the bonds 
lapse to the Office of the Treasurer of State to be used 
for the retirement of general obligation bonds. 

Sec. 8.  Bonds authorized but not issued.  
Any bonds authorized but not issued within 5 years of 
ratification of this Part are deauthorized and may not 
be issued, except that the Legislature may, within 2 
years after the expiration of that 5-year period, extend 
the period for issuing any remaining unissued bonds 
for an additional amount of time not to exceed 5 years. 

Sec. 9.  Referendum for ratification; sub-
mission at election; form of question; effective 
date.  This Part must be submitted to the legal voters 
of the State at a statewide election held in the month of 
November following passage of this Act.  The munici-
pal officers of this State shall notify the inhabitants of 
their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet, 
in the manner prescribed by law for holding a state-
wide election, to vote on the acceptance or rejection of 
this Part by voting on the following question: 

"Do you favor an $85,000,000 bond 
issue for construction, reconstruction 
and rehabilitation of highways and 
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bridges and for facilities and equip-
ment related to ports, harbors, marine 
transportation, freight and passenger 
railroads, aviation, transit and bicycle 
and pedestrian trails, to be used to 
match an estimated $121,500,000 in 
federal and other funds?" 

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation 
shall vote by ballot on this question and designate their 
choice by a cross or check mark placed within a corre-
sponding square below the word "Yes" or "No."  The 
ballots must be received, sorted, counted and declared 
in open ward, town and plantation meetings and re-
turns made to the Secretary of State in the same man-
ner as votes for members of the Legislature.  The 
Governor shall review the returns.  If a majority of the 
legal votes are cast in favor of this Part, the Governor 
shall proclaim the result without delay and this Part 
becomes effective 30 days after the date of the proc-
lamation. 

The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to 
each city, town and plantation all ballots, returns and 
copies of this Part necessary to carry out the purposes 
of this referendum. 

Effective pending referendum. 

CHAPTER 306 
 S.P. 454 - L.D. 1272 

An Act To Strengthen the  
Protections for Senior Citizens 

in the State 
Emergency preamble. Whereas, acts and re-

solves of the Legislature do not become effective until 
90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergen-
cies; and 

Whereas, this legislation needs to take effect be-
fore the expiration of the 90-day period in order for the 
protections it provides for senior citizens to be in place 
as soon as possible; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Maine and require the following 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, there-
fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  17-A MRSA §555, sub-§1, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2005, c. 431, §1, is 
amended to read: 

1.  A person is guilty of endangering the welfare 
of a dependent person if: 

A.  The person recklessly endangers the health, 
safety or mental welfare of a dependent person 
who is unable to perform self-care because of ad-
vanced age or physical or mental disease, disorder 
or defect.  Violation of this paragraph is a Class D 
crime; or 

B.  The person intentionally or knowingly endan-
gers the health, safety or mental welfare of a de-
pendent person who is unable to perform self-care 
because of advanced age or physical or mental 
disease, disorder or defect.  Violation of this para-
graph is a Class C crime. 

Sec. 2.  17-A MRSA §555, sub-§2, as re-
pealed and replaced by PL 2005, c. 431, §1, is re-
pealed and the following enacted in its place: 

2.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the 
context otherwise indicates, the following terms have 
the following meanings. 

A.  "Endanger" includes a failure to act only when 
the defendant has a legal duty to protect the 
health, safety or mental welfare of the dependent 
person. For purposes of this paragraph, a legal 
duty may be inferred if the defendant has assumed 
responsibility in whole or in part for the care of 
the dependent person. 

B.  "Dependent person" means a person, regard-
less of where that person resides, who is wholly or 
partially dependent upon one or more other per-
sons for care or support because the person suffers 
from a significant limitation in mobility, vision, 
hearing or mental functioning or is unable to per-
form self-care because of advanced age or physi-
cal or mental disease, disorder or defect. 

Sec. 3.  17-A MRSA §1151, sub-§8, ¶A, as 
enacted by PL 1995, c. 149, §1, is amended to read: 

A.  The age of the victim, particularly of a victim 
of an advanced age or of a young age who has a 
reduced ability to self-protect or who suffers more 
significant harm due to age; and 

Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §3472, sub-§1, as amended 
by PL 2003, c. 653, §2, is further amended to read: 

1.  Abuse.  "Abuse" means the infliction of injury, 
unreasonable confinement, intimidation or cruel pun-
ishment that causes or is likely to cause physical harm 
or pain or mental anguish; sexual abuse or sexual ex-
ploitation; financial exploitation; or the intentional, 
knowing or reckless deprivation of essential needs.  
"Abuse" includes acts and omissions. 

Sec. 5.  22 MRSA §3472, sub-§9-A is enacted 
to read: 

9-A.  Financial exploitation.  "Financial exploi-
tation" means the use of deception, intimidation, un-
due influence, force or other unlawful means to obtain 




