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Sec. 1.  13 MRSA §1371, as amended by PL 
1997, c. 193, §1, is further amended to read: 

§1371.  Approval for repair, maintenance and re-
moval 

1.  Prior authorization or approval for repair, 
maintenance or removal.  Any person may repair, 
maintain or remove, subject to the restrictions of sub-
section 2 or 3, any tomb, monument, gravestone, 
marker or other structure placed or designed as a me-
morial to the dead, or any portion or fragment of any 
such memorial, or any fence, railing, curb or other 
enclosure for the burial of the dead, after obtaining: 
written approval of the owner or operator of the ceme-
tery or burial ground, if an owner or operator exists, 
and one of the following, in the following order of 
priority. 

A.  The person must first seek the authorization of 
the owner of the burial lot or a lineal descendent 
descendant of the deceased buried there, if the 
owner or a lineal descendant is reasonable to lo-
cate and notify; or. 

A-1.  If an owner or lineal descendant listed in 
paragraph A cannot reasonably be located and no-
tified, the person shall seek the authorization of a 
next of kin, if reasonable to locate and notify, of 
the deceased buried there. 

B.  The If none of the persons listed in paragraph 
A or A-1 can reasonably be located and notified, 
the person shall obtain the written approval of the 
municipality or, in the case of unorganized terri-
tory, the county in which the cemetery or burial 
ground is located. 

2.  Conditions on removal for repair, restora-
tion or preservation.  Removal of a tomb, monument, 
gravestone, marker or other structure placed or de-
signed as a memorial to the dead, or a portion or frag-
ment of a memorial, is permitted only for the purpose 
of preservation.  A tomb, monument, gravestone, 
marker or other structure placed or designed as a me-
morial to the dead, or a portion or fragment of a me-
morial,  may not be removed from the confines of the 
cemetery or burial ground, except that a person who 
has obtained authorization or approval described in 
subsection 1, paragraph A or B, may remove all or a 
portion of a memorial for a period of no longer than 6 
months for the purpose of repair, restoration or preser-
vation, but only when repair, restoration or preserva-
tion can not reasonably be accomplished on the site of 
the cemetery or burial ground.  Prior to removal of the 
memorial, a notice must be submitted to the munici-
pality, or to the county in the case of an unorganized 
territory, stating the location of the burial ground, the 
identification of the memorial, the authority requesting 
the removal, the site to which the memorial will be 
temporarily removed, the proposed date of removal 

and the proposed date of replacement in the burial 
ground. 

3.  Permanent removal of memorial.  If a tomb, 
monument, gravestone, marker or other structure 
placed or designed as a memorial to the dead is in such 
poor condition that it cannot be preserved in its origi-
nal location, that memorial may be removed by a per-
son who has obtained authorization or approval de-
scribed in subsection 1 to another location accessible 
to the public.  Prior to removal of the memorial, a no-
tice must be submitted to the municipality, or to the 
county in the case of a memorial in unorganized terri-
tory, stating the location and identification of the me-
morial, the authority requesting the removal and the 
site to which the memorial will be moved and provid-
ing documentation of the reason the memorial cannot 
be preserved in its original location. 

When possible, a replacement or replica of the re-
moved memorial must be placed in the original loca-
tion along with information as to the location of the 
original memorial.  If such placement is not possible, a 
sign must be placed recording the new location of the 
memorial. 

All costs associated with actions taken pursuant to 
this section must be paid by the person or entity that 
requests the repair, maintenance or removal of a tomb, 
monument, gravestone, marker or other structure 
placed or designed as a memorial to the dead, or any 
portion or fragment of any such memorial, or any 
fence, railing, curb or other enclosure in the burial lot 
or cemetery. 

The owner, operator or caretaker of a burial lot or 
a cemetery association that authorizes removal of a 
memorial pursuant to this section is not responsible or 
liable for the location or care of the memorial. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 295 
 S.P. 354 - L.D. 1014 

An Act To Ensure  
Confidentiality of Personally 
Identifying Information for 
Professional Investigators,  

Investigative Assistants and 
Dependents of Deployed  
Members of the Military 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §8124 is enacted to read: 
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§8124.  Confidential information 

The home address and home telephone number of 
a professional investigator or investigative assistant 
obtained by the State under this chapter are confiden-
tial and may not be disclosed by the board except by 
written consent of the subject of the information, by 
court order, for criminal justice purposes or for permit-
ting purposes by law enforcement agencies or permit-
ting authorities. 

Sec. 2.  37-B MRSA §11 is enacted to read: 

§11.  Information of dependents 

1.  Confidentiality; exceptions.  Any personally 
identifying information obtained by the State under 
this Title concerning a dependent of a member of the 
United States Armed Forces or state military forces 
who is deployed out of state is confidential and may 
not be disclosed except: 

A.  By written consent of the subject of the infor-
mation or, if the subject of the information is less 
than 18 years of age, a parent or guardian of the 
subject;  

B.  By court order; 

C.  For criminal justice purposes; or 

D.  For official purposes of the department or the 
United States Department of Veterans Affairs. 

2.  Dependent.  For the purposes of this section, 
"dependent" has the same meaning as in 10 United 
States Code, Section 1072. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 296 
 S.P. 358 - L.D. 1017 

An Act To Update Maine's 
Family Law 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
Maine as follows: 

PART A 
Sec. A-1.  19-A MRSA c. 61 is enacted to 

read: 

CHAPTER 61 

MAINE PARENTAGE ACT 

SUBCHAPTER 1 

SHORT TITLE, SCOPE, DEFINITIONS AND 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§1831.  Short title 

This chapter may be known and cited as "the 
Maine Parentage Act." 

§1832.  Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following terms have the following 
meanings. 

1.  Acknowledged father.  "Acknowledged fa-
ther" means a man who has established parentage un-
der subchapter 3. 

2.  Adjudicated parent.  "Adjudicated parent" 
means a person who has been adjudicated by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be the parent of a child.  

3.  Assisted reproduction.  "Assisted reproduc-
tion" means a method of causing pregnancy other than 
sexual intercourse and includes but is not limited to:  

A.  Intrauterine or vaginal insemination; 

B.  Donation of gametes; 

C.  Donation of embryos; 

D.  In vitro fertilization and transfer of embryos; 
and 

E.  Intracytoplasmic sperm injection. 

4.  Child.  "Child" means an individual of any age 
whose parentage may be determined under this chap-
ter. 

5.  Donor.  "Donor" means a person who contrib-
utes a gamete or gametes or an embryo or embryos to 
another person for assisted reproduction or gestation, 
whether or not for consideration. 

6.  Embryo.  "Embryo" means a cell or group of 
cells containing a diploid complement of chromo-
somes or a group of such cells, not including a gamete, 
that has the potential to develop into a live born human 
being if transferred into the body of a woman under 
conditions in which gestation may be reasonably ex-
pected to occur. 

7.  Gamete.  "Gamete" means a cell containing a 
haploid complement of deoxyribonucleic acid that has 
the potential to form an embryo when combined with 
another gamete.  "Gamete" includes: 

A.  Sperm; 

B.  Eggs; and 

C.  Deoxyribonucleic acid from one human being 
combined with the cytoplasm, including without 
limitation cytoplasmic deoxyribonucleic acid, of 
another human being. 

8.  Genetic population group.  "Genetic popula-
tion group" means, for purposes of genetic testing, a 
recognized group that an individual identifies as all or 
part of the individual's ancestry or that is so identified 
by other information. 

9.  Genetic testing.  "Genetic testing" means an 
analysis of genetic markers to exclude or identify a 




